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Second Sunday of Easter

“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Dear Friends,

Even to this day, I have a hard time believing it! Were my eyes deceiving me? Was it just a figment
of my imagination? I drew in an abbreviated breath of air in a kind of gasp and gradually exhaled through the
snorkel as I watched it propel itself effortlessly through the water. I looked down and then up again just to be
sure. There it was in front of me, and it was real!
I tried to remain as motionless and inconspicuous as I could be. I didn’t want to attract attention, nor
did I want to miss the spectacle I was witnessing. Right in front of me was a large, primeval creature that I had
not expected to see. It was a shark about 9 feet long gliding along a number of yards off Wailea Beach.
I was snorkeling along some reefs observing a myriad of colored fish, but I wanted to see something
more interesting. In some of my previous snorkeling ventures, I remembered that sometimes the more interesting
things are found when you look up. Looking down, you can see lots of things, but when I’ve looked up, I have
seen stingrays, barracudas, sea turtles, and the like. I decided to take a gander at what was ahead of me so I
looked up and that is when I noticed the shark. I was in awe of such a magnificent creature.
We have a saying that we use when we witness something incredible or when something amazing
happens. We say something like: “I just had to pinch myself to make sure I wasn’t dreaming!” It is interesting
that we sometimes feel like the lines between dream and reality are blurred. Some of life’s events can seem too
good to be true.
When it comes to faith, it can be a bit of a challenge. If we have been taught certain things about God
and faith all throughout our childhood, we may initially believe with child-like trust that those things are true. As
children, we don’t really question much because we naturally want to believe. At some point, though, we begin
to gain independence and may begin to question things that we were so willing to believe as children. In our
college years, we are often taught to question systems of belief and with our newfound independence, we are
inclined to doubt the moral principles and structures of discipline that were instilled in us by our parents. Life’s
experiences can often taint our beliefs as well.
It is quite natural to doubt at times. I can certainly understand Thomas’ doubt in the gospel today.
He had heard of the accounts
that the other disciples gave
about Jesus having risen from
the dead, but Thomas, who
wasn’t with them at the time
Jesus appeared, couldn’t
seem to believe what they
were telling him. Many of us
operate from the perspective of
clear evidence for things. Even
when it comes to miraculous
occurrences, we want proof.
The Church also looks for proof
too. For miracles attributed to
saints, some kind of evidence
is required that shows a person
was suffering a malady and
scientific examination that the
person’s healing could have no
other explanation is also required.
Regardless of desired
proof, there are still things that
lie outside the bounds of proof.
Much of what we believe only
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can be taken on the accounts of those who were eyewitnesses. Fortunately, Thomas was
given an opportunity to have his doubts dispelled a week later. Jesus appeared again and
he called Thomas to believe. Then Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and
have believed.” We do so many contortions with our minds and we often make things more
difficult than they actually are. It is a blessing if we can just surrender to faith – to believing
even though we don’t have solid proof. That is what faith is. It is trusting in things unseen.
As we draw the Octave of Easter to a close, let’s stir up our faith in the Resurrection
of our Lord. If we really take a hard look at our lives, we could easily find things that have
happened that defy explanation. God reveals his presence in so many ways and there are so
many little things that happen that suggest to us that there is something beyond our reality.
Jesus is alive and he has truly risen. He loves us and if we see through the eyes of faith, we
will recognize his love and abiding care. He is risen! He is risen indeed!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jimmy Villarreal, whose service was held at Seaside
this past week and for the soul of Armenia Alvarez, whose funeral mass was held here this
past week. Please keep their families in your prayers.

Join Us For A Holy Hour of Mercy!
This weekend is Divine Mercy Sunday. We encourage you to join us for a Holy Hour of
Mercy at 3:00 p.m. in the Church. We will Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, along with
a reflection, and the singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Our world is in desperate need of
God’s unfathomable mercy!

Blood Drive at St. Pius!!
Our next Blood Drive is scheduled for Sunday, April the 18th from 9 am to 2 pm. Call the Blood
Center a 362-855-4943 for an appointment or go to their website at coastalbendbloodcenter.
org. Donors will receive a T-shirt & a food coupon, while supplies last. Mask required.
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:00-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Additional Easter Flower Donations
In Memory of James Linthacum, Pete & Julia Canales by Mr. & Mrs. James
Linthacum
In Memory of Louis L. & Aurora G. Gonzales, Marcelo & Trinidad
Guzman, Santa Robles by Terri Staup
In Memory of Martin & Theresa Vera, George & Delia Flores by
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Vera
In Memory of Fausta & Gloria Gomez, Raymundo Trujllo, Rose Garcia by Mr.
& Mrs. Alfredo Garcia
In Memory of Sarah Elizabeth Gough, Bob & Neva-Lee Gough, Marvin & Dena
Slaughter, Pat & Dave Cuthbertson, Jerry Slaughter by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gough
In Memory of Carliloso & Carmen Anasco by Lisa Anasco
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Cullen
Michael & Dona Eggenberger

April 22nd Adoration & Confessions Canceled
Adoration and confessions on Thursday, April 22nd, are being canceled due
to our Confirmation Mass that evening at 6:30 p.m.

Prayers For Our Confirmation Candidates

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, April 11th
WINDSHIELD CLEAN 6TH GRADERS
3:00PM – Catholic Scouting – CC#2
Monday, April 12th
6:00PM – Confirmation class – CC#2
6:30PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, April 13th
1:00-3:00PM – Divan meeting – CC#2
Wednesday, April 14th
6:00PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, April 15th
1:00-4:00PM – Bridge Club – CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF & CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00pm – Confessions - CH
Friday, April 16th
Saturday, April 17th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - CH

Over the last few months, we have had several students preparing for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. They will be sealed with the Gifts of the Holy
Spirit and confirmed in the gift of grace they received in baptism. They will be
strengthened to give mature and personal witness to the Faith. Please keep
them in your prayers as they get ready to be Confirmed by Bishop Mulvey on
April 22nd.

Prayers For Those Preparing For First Communion
In a couple of weeks, we will have children from our school and parish who
will be receiving their First Holy Communion. This is a very special moment in
their lives since they will receive the Body of Christ for the very first time. We
encourage all of our parishioners and anyone else, to offer special prayers for
them as they prepare for this moment. May they receive nourishment which will
sustain them throughout their days until they reach eternal life!

TRAVELING MONSTRANCE COMING MAY 6th
A Traveling Monstrance is making its way from parish to parish with the sole
purpose of uniting us in prayer before our Lord in Holy Hour Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in preparation of the Feast of Corpus Christi. After traveling
the entire diocese, the monstrance will be used at our diocesan Feast of Corpus
Christi celebration scheduled on June 3, 2021. We invite all of you to embrace
this opportunity in coming together as the Body of Christ and spending time with
Our Lord in prayer as we honor the Name we bear as a diocese. The Traveling
Monstrance will be here at St. Pius X on May 6th. Mark your calendars!
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Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph. In these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need
a father-figure to help guide us. St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to provide us with stability and protection. We encourage you to
use this prayer during this year.

Prayer to St. Joseph

Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of
virgins, were committed; I pray insistently and beseech you by these dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being preserved from all
uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste body, ever most chastely serve Jesus and Mary all the days of my
life. Amen.

New Directives Issued by Bishop Mulvey Regarding Mass Procedures
In light of Governor Abbott’s executive order (GA34) lifting the COVID-19 operating limits for businesses and establishments,
Bishop Mulvey has issued new guidance regarding safety practices for those attending Mass. In an effort to try to balance these
new guidelines, while also ensuring the comfort and safety of those who may still be hesitant, we will implement the following
practices:
1. The back pews in the two main center sections of the church will now be open.
2. The side section closest to the baptismal font and the statues of Mary and Joseph will continue to have every other pew roped
off so that those who wish to maintain more distances can be seated there. The seating in the sections farthest back where the
stained glass window of St. Pius X is and in the alcoves, will also remain as seating where 6 feet distance is maintained.
3. All church entrances/exits will be open and can be used. People are welcome to seat themselves.
4. Hand sanitizer and other sanitization procedures will remain in place.
5. Wearing of masks is still very strongly urged.
6. The holding of hands during the Lord’s Prayer and hand shaking during the Sign of Peace is still omitted.
7. The method of distributing Holy Communion will remain the same.
REMINDER: Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to a person who is COVID positive within 7 days should
remain at home. Those who are at risk due to underlying health conditions and those who are elderly are encouraged, for their
own health, to avoid the risk of attending public celebrations of the Mass. The dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend
Mass is still in place for this group of people only. The Masses will still be live-streamed and if there is overflow, we will stream to
the parish hall.

Stewardship Is A Way Of Life
Our parish is engaged in many different types of ministry that serves the People of God and helps spread the Gospel message.
We encourage you to support these ministries by your regular contributions. To make a contribution, open the camera on your cell
phone or tablet and scan this code, which will take you to our contribution portal. Thank you for your generosity!

4

School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

IMPORTANT DATES
GOLF TOURNAMENT 4/16/21
2ND GRADE FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 4/25/21
EARTH DAY 4/22/21
SPLASH DAY 5/14/21 K3, K4, K5
SPLASH DAY 5/21/21 1st-6th
6TH GRADE MASS AND GRADUATION 5/26/21
PRE K & KINDERGARTEN AWARDS 5/27/21
1ST- 5TH GRADE AWARDS 5/28/21

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Blue Jay Families,
Thank you to all the parent volunteers that signed up to help next Friday!
Our link for anyone who would still like to volunteer to help is still
open and we are still needing coverage in some areas. This is open
to parents and parishioners who would like to participate. This link is
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C48A9A622A0F94-stpius
We cannot make this a successful event without the support of
our community. If you have not done so already, please take some
time to browse our silent auction items. The auction will go live on
April 16th but you can already look at some of the items that are
posted. Items are being added daily. Thank you to all who have
donated already. The silent auction is such an important part of our
event. TEXT GOLFSPX to 76278 to view golf information or see
our silent auction items.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
April 25, 2021, marks the 58th Anniversary of World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The purpose of World Day of Prayer for
Vocations (WDPV) is to publicly fulfill the Lord’s instruction to, “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest” (Mt
9:38; Lk 10:2). As a climax to a prayer that is continually offered throughout the Church, it affirms the primacy of faith and grace in
all that concerns vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated life. While appreciating all vocations, the Church concentrates
its attention this day on vocations to the ordained ministries (priesthood and diaconate), consecrated life in all its forms (male and
female religious life, societies of apostolic life, consecrated virginity), secular institutes in their diversity of services and membership,
and to the missionary life.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 10th
5:30PM † Ben Janosek by John, Debra & Brian Janosek
Sunday, April 11th
8:00AM † Larlene B. Martinez by Goldie Acuña
10:00AM † Jack Fodor Annv. by Mary Fodor
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, April 12th
8:15AM † Daniel Serrato by his family
Tuesday, April 13th
8:15AM † Ronald Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
Wednesday, April 14th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Didear family
† Else Hesse by Al & Adelle Hesse
† Napoleon Madali by Naida M. Hrlicka
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
Family Intentions by Nilza Gonzalez
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner
† George Hoelscher by Wanda Hoelscher
† Mario Lopez by Martha Chamberlain
† Helen Lang by Pete & Joann Volpe
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Deacon George Phillips by Estela,Theresa, Jane & Georgeanne
† Mark DeGaish by family
† Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Jerry & Gloria Alvarez by Patricia & Rosie Lehman
Thursday, April 15th
8:15AM
Sharon Morrison’s Intentions
Friday, April 16th
8:15 AM † Alejandro & Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas
5:30PM † David N. Scherzer by Grace Scherzer
Saturday, April 17th
5:30PM † Lucille Cunningham by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Sunday, April 18th
8:00AM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by Brittany Janosek
10:00AM † Larry Lippincott by Gladys Lippincott
12:00PM † Gabriel Hinojosa by Mother & family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

6

BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 04/04/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $20,494.24
Sunday Online...................... $7,268.00
Other Revenue........................ $250.00
Easter Flowers........................ $485.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $28,497.24
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $588.00
Good Friday............................. $810.00
Retired Priests........................... $10.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,408.00
Total Contributions.............. $29,905.24
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (3/31/21)....... $242,995.79
Ending balance................. $146,473.26

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole Cuellar, Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Harly
Day, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, John Hand, Janice Harney, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann,
Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde,
Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank Kolda,
Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez,
Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka,
Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore,
Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Sandra R. Nicolas, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason
Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores
Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Patricia Riek,
Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell,
Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez,
Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Andrew
Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally
Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche, Joe Zepeda
and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

