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Welcome to St. Pius X Parish
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Twenty Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
“What was I thinking?” That’s what we say whenever we have made a decision get involved in something
only to realize afterward that there was more involved in it than we anticipated. There are so many things that
we agree to and then when we discover that there is more work or greater time commitment involved, we have
second thoughts. Lots of things sound good initially, but end up being much more difficult than we thought.
If most of us are honest with ourselves, we would probably say “What was I thinking” about our work, our
life’s vocation, or many of the projects we engage in. For instance, when I committed to serve God as a priest, I
had an inkling that there would be challenges I would face. Did I know the full extent of those challenges or how
much demand those challenges would place upon me? Not at all! Honestly, I’d have to admit that there have
been a number of times when I’ve uttered those words: “What was I thinking?”
For those of you who are married, I wouldn’t doubt that, looking back, you’ve probably thought the
same thing. When you first exchanged marriage vows with your spouse, you most likely had no idea what you
were committing to. Oh, you probably understood certain things about married life and that there would be lots
of adjustments. No doubt you anticipated certain hurdles to get over. Most newly married couples see things
through rose-colored glasses. But I’m sure the daily grind, the prospect of dealing with your spouse’s annoying
behaviors, or the recurring battle over diverging opinions wasn’t totally anticipated.
None of us can foresee what lies ahead of us. No one can have a clear vision of the ramifications of our
decisions. Like Jeremiah, we may feel like someone pulled a fast one on us. In the first reading this weekend,
Jeremiah is exasperated and exclaims, “You duped me, Oh Lord, and I let myself be duped”. He was persuaded
to do the Lord’s bidding and the result was that he became an object of scorn and mocking. What he discovered
is that by doing God’s will, there would be a personal cost. It wasn’t pleasant at all. He felt tricked by God.
Anyone who has ever accepted a role in leadership discovers that being in positions of authority may
sound attractive, until difficult decisions have to be made that may not be popular. Being at the top can be lonely
and may often include great distress. Being the one responsible often means carrying a great deal of weight.
Despite that fact, an effective leader still finds satisfaction in his or her work and also experiences fulfillment.
The same is true in any
vocation. There may be less
savory aspects to any vocation
or any job, but there are also
lots of pluses. Yes, there are
lots of stresses and strains
that priests experience in the
vocation they live, but above
that, there are many blessings.
There are times that I am tired
or stressed, but mingled in that
is abundant joy and fulfillment
in knowing that I am helping
people. Nothing can beat
forging meaningful relationships
with people and helping them to
discover the presence of God
in their lives. Even though I
may say, “What was I thinking”,
I also say, “Praise to you, Oh
Lord for blessing me with
this calling.”
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Husbands and wives may gripe about being married from time to time, or they may
joke about having to deal their spouses, but in the end, if they are resilient, they will find
marriage to be a tremendous gift and blessing. Crosses abound, but so do the blessings.
In the gospel, Jesus wants to impress upon his disciples that his mission is a very
special mission, but one that will mean crucifixion and death. However, there will also be
resurrection too. He says that the disciples must be willing to take up their cross if they are
to follow him.
What does all this mean? At the end of the day, choosing to be a follower of Christ
sounds nice. The thought of embracing Christ is very attractive to most of us. Nevertheless,
the decision to follow Christ will not be easy. It isn’t all good feelings or ecstatic joy. To be a
disciple means being fortified to face many challenges – taking up one’s crosses – and getting
to work. At times, we may feel like we’ve been duped by the Lord. We may have thought that
surrendering our lives to the Lord would be easy and free of worry, but then we discovered
that it was much harder than we thought. We shouldn’t become distressed because things
aren’t what we expected them to be. Instead, we should look for God’s presence in everything
and find peace in whatever crosses we bear because God will bring about good through it
all. God bless!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner David N. Scherzer, whose funeral
Mass was held here this past week and for Maria Christine Vela whose funeral services took
place last week. Please keep these families in your prayers.

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Jason & Annette Alaniz and baby Mia, who recently registered at our
parish. We also welcome, Rosana Garza and children: Madison and Franklin Mercer. We
are glad to have them be an active part of our growing faith community.

Dispensation From Mass Obligation Extended
The dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation in the Diocese of Corpus Christi is extended through September 30, 2020. At that
time this dispensation will be reviewed once more.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter only through the front doors from the parking lot on the Gollihar Road side.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may
sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church
before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in
front and behind you. Receive communion on your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion starting from the rear of
the church while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.

Prayer, Fasting & Adoration
Join us every Wednesday in Prayer, Fasting and Adoration for an end to the
pandemic. The Blessed Eucharist will be exposed in Holy Hour and Adoration
at the Corpus Christi Cathedral at 6:00 p.m. Because of social distancing
there will be limited seating. The Holy Hour will also be live-streamed via
FaceBook (Cathedral and KLUX 89.5), Diocesan website (diocesecc.org),
YouTube (Diocesan) and GoCCN.org. Bishop Mulvey will lead Adoration the
2nd Wednesday of the month.

CMSE Certification

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, August 30th
8:00AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH
7:30PM – Vietnamese Mass - CH
Monday, August 31st
8:15AM – Mass – CH
Tuesday, September 1st
8:15AM – Mass – CH
Wednesday, September 2nd
8:15AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH
Thursday, September 3rd
8:15AM – Mass - CH
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, September 4th
8:15AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass– CH
7:00PM – Santo Niño Mass –CH
Saturday, September 5th
8:15AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Baptism Class – CC#2
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH
5:30PM – Vigil Mass – CH
Sunday, September 6th
8:00AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH
7:30PM - Vietnamese Mass – CH

If you volunteer in a ministry here in the parish, please check your blue card
to see if you have expired! If you have passed your expiration date, and wish
to renew, please call the parish office at 361-993-4053 to let us know. Once we
know how we can safely offer this class, we will reach out to you to let you know.
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Religious Education and Confirmation Classes
We are in the process of filling the position of Director of Religious Education and ask for your prayers as we undergo this process.
We are also working with the diocese to determine the best course of action to safely begin religious education during these times
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As we begin to understand the protocols we must take, we will let you know when registration for
Religious Education will begin. We will also keep you informed about Confirmation classes as well. Hold tight, and we will notify
you soon of our procedures for the new year. Feel free to go to www.spxcc.org and register online.

From the desk of our Pastoral Year Seminarian......
Dear friends of St. Pius X,
It is good to be back! For those who do not know me, my name is Raymond
Pendleton, and I am a seminarian of this diocese. I am now entering my sixth
year in priestly formation- a year I will be sharing with all of you. I was born in
Laredo and moved to the big city of Benavides, where there are possibly more
dogs and cats than people. I have been blessed with a large and growing
family. Along with my parents, Mark and Teresita, there are nine of us siblings.
Without the love of my parents for God and for each other, I would probably
not be a seminarian.
Three years of my priestly formation were spent at Holy Trinity Seminary
while also studying philosophy at the University of Dallas in Irving. I recently
completed my second year of formation at the North American College and
my second year of theology at the University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome.
The last five years have been an adventure, leaving South Texas and meeting
seminarians and priests from all over the U.S. (and other countries!).
And now I am with you all during this next year! It has been very unusual
with the virus and all other sorts of events that have occurred in these last few
months. Still, these are moments I will share with you, and they will form me
to become the priest our Lord is calling me to be. I look forward to meeting
the new parishioners and getting to know you. I look forward to old friends,
too. I am grateful to Fr. Paul who will become my mentor once again this year;
I look forward to learning from him and helping him serve all of you. This is
a year of discernment and learning, but it is also a year for me to grow in
charity and serve all of you. You have my promise of prayer throughout this
next year. I ask that you pray for me whenever you remember and to pray for
all the seminarians and priests in this diocese.
In the Peace of Christ,
Raymond Wayne Pendleton

Walking With Purpose! Save the Date!
Hello Ladies of the parish! Walking With Purpose is coming back this fall and we will once again be offering two studies Monday
evenings and Thursday mornings. Opening Your Heart is the initial study offered to new members joining WWP. It will be offered
virtually on Monday evenings. Grounded in Hope will be the study for returning members on Mondays and Thursdays with the choice
of virtual or in-person. Our initial kickoff classes will be on Monday, September 28th at 7pm and again on Thursday, October 1st at
9:15am. As of today, we plan on offering virtual classes (help will be provided for anyone needing assistance) and in-person classes
with limited seating and safety protocols in place. Stay tuned next week for an important announcement about registration and
more details. If you want to know more about Walking With Purpose go to www.walkingwithpurpose.com and click Adult Women’s
Bible Studies. Click on shop tab to order book asap! We are getting excited about a new year of fellowship, sisterhood and learning
more about following Jesus, our source of Hope! To register, go to www.spxcc.org. Go to “Ministries” and click on “Walking With
Purpose”. You can print out a registration form or register directly online.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

What’s New?
We are in our fourth week of virtual learning and time is flying. I am very pleased with the progress of our students, staff, and
parents have made over these four weeks. While we all long for our students to be here with us on campus, there is no doubt that
learning is occurring daily. Over the past few weeks, I have had the privilege of showing previous principals and other educators what
we are doing here at St. Pius X Catholic School. Each time, I am met with a very positive reaction. Everyone has been impressed
at the setup, the time, and the effort we have put forth in order for our students to be successful. We implemented a plan, worked
together to perfect it and kept a clear line of communication open with our families. We accomplished the unimaginable and made
an amazing program out of what seemed to be an impossible task. I think this is a fine example of the bible verse that states I can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me. -Philippians 4:13 Again, I want to thank all the parents and grandparents who
take the time to ensure that each student has what they need in order to learn from home each day. What a beautiful expression
of love you are sharing with them.

PTO
We have kicked off our first school fundraiser for the year and we are counting on your support! Now more than ever, YOU can
make a difference and there’s even something in it for YOU, too! If you would like to support St. Pius X and do a little shopping,
visit https://charlestonwrapstore.com/schoolcodeinputvalidation.php?cusID=19437. You can find everything from personalized
masks to cookie dough. Thank you so much for your support! -St. Pius X Catholic School PTO

Feeling Hungry?
Get take out or dine in at Chipotle on September 5th from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and support our school! Make sure and show them
the flyer on our school Facebook page and 33% of your sales will go towards SPX. #BlueJaysInFlight

ATTN: AMAZON USERS
Have you ever heard of Amazon smile? It is a monetary donation (0.5%) from your purchase to the charity of your choice.
This does NOT cost you anything extra. It is a portion of your purchase already made. Please consider using St. Pius X (Corpus
Christi, TX.) as your charity of choice and help support our awesome school and church! So simple to set up and once it is done,
you are good to go and shop till you drop Go to your Amazon app, use the drop-down menu on the top left corner and go to settings.
Next, click on AMAZON SMILE and search for St. Pius X (Corpus Christi, TX). Select St. Pius X and then make sure you turn
“generating donation” to ON. That’s it! You’ll be contributing a donation with every purchase at NO extra cost to you!

Social Distancing Rummage Sale
We will be having a Social Distancing Rummage Sale on September 18th & 19th. Start going through those garages and find
items you may want to donate! We will start accepting donations on September 14th at 8 a.m. Please wear a mask when dropping
items off in the parish hall. Thank you for your support.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 29th
5:30PM † Rick Mulinix Annv. by Al & Adelle Hesse
Sunday, August 30th
8:00AM † Willie Mae & Bob Shirley by their family
10:00AM † Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
† Raul Saenz by Anita Saenz
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, August 31st
8:15AM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
Tuesday, September 1st
8:15AM † Max Almendarez Annv. by Lucy Boyd
Wednesday, September 2nd
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by family
Julian Liam Galloway’s health by Grampa
† Jeanne Baish by her family
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Patricia Gore by family
† Mario Lopez by Gary & Kathy Clark
† Deacon George Phillips by Gary & Kathy Clark
5:30PM † Henry Villarreal by his wife
Lilian Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
Estela Brown’s birthday intentions
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Mario Lopez by Patsy & Leo Alvarado
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
Thursday, September 3rd 		
8:15AM † Mary, John & James Kelly by K.K.H.
Friday, September 4th
8:15AM † Eddie Mandujano by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal
† Leslie Batte Annv. by Reumuth family
† Roberto Peña by Carolyn Consuelo
† Johnny Garcia by Volpe family
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly		
5:30PM † Bernie Zimmerman by the Sehy family
Sultanas’ Intentions
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Alex Garcia by Vicki, Camille & Linda
† Patrick Gilpin by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
† Mario Lopez by Patsy & Leo Alvarado		
Saturday, September 5th
8:15AM
Private Intentions
5:30PM † Deacon Stan Millsap by Muenster family & Elizabeth Shaw
Sunday, September 6th
8:00AM † Doak Russell Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Paul Koenig by Harly & Karen Day
† Catherine Garafolo by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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Financial Report for Sunday 8/23/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $8,591.00
Sunday Online...................... $6,001.00
Other....................................... $250.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $14,842.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $505.00
Disaster Relief........................... $25.00
Total Other Contributions......... $530.00
Total Contributions.............. $15,372.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (7/31/20)....... $154,723.77
Ending balance................. $234,745.28

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos,
Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie Castro,
Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Julian Galloway,
Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia,
Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra,
Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Owen Harris,
Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George
Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth
Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez,
Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka,
Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore,
Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore,
Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling
Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason
Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores
Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles,
Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron
Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo
Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie San
Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley,
Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise SosaVillagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino,
Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally Whitworth,
Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those who asked
for and need our prayers.

