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Third Sunday in Advent

Dear Parish Family,
Remember the elation of waking up on Christmas morning and running to the Christmas tree to see
what Santa had brought? Remember the joy of tearing open the gift wrapping to find out if you got what you
wanted? Or being surprised by something you didn’t expect?
There is something really special about this season. As exciting as it can be for the children, it is equally
exciting for parents. There is nothing more satisfying than watching the children open gifts you bought for them.
Seeing the joy in their faces brings joy to the faces of the giver of gifts.
It isn’t Christmas yet, but this weekend, we are focused on the theme of joy. We hear the exhortation
of St. Paul in the second reading: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!” But of course, the
joy that he is speaking of is something that transcends the joy of opening gifts. It is a joy that emanates from
the most profound depths of the heart. It isn’t a transient joy that fades like the joy that fades after one gets
tired of the Christmas gifts. The joy St. Paul is referring to is a joy that wells up within one’s own being and is
not dependent upon external things.
One time, when I was on a long, silent retreat, I was having a hard time settling down. It had been a
hard semester in school and I had a lot of things on my mind. I felt anxious and restless. On this retreat, I had
worked out a prayer routine that I stuck to even though at times I didn’t feel like it. I would pray before the Blessed
Sacrament for hourly segments throughout the day and yet my prayer was seemingly fruitless. There were times
when I wanted to escape from the chapel and distract myself with something else, but I was determined to give
that time to God despite my uneasiness.
Outside of those prayer times, I would go for long walks and explore the surroundings of the retreat
center. It seemed like I was in my mind much of the time. I was having doubts about continuing my seminary
training and I was ruminating about what God wanted me to do.
After several days of this, I went for a walk one day down a long road that led to an old school run by
nuns. It was a beautiful, sunny, and cool afternoon and I was wrapped up in my mind again. Walking along, I
saw to my right the cattle that would go out and graze every day. They seemed to be content as they chewed
on grass. I felt a strange urge to make a
“mooing” noise at them. I looked around
and decided to abandon all concern
about what anyone nearby might think
about me, and I did it! I released a loud
“moo”. All the cows raised their heads
and looked at me. Following a brief
pause, I heard a bunch of them “moo”
back at me. I immediately broke out in
laughter and that one moment broke the
mental spell I had been in. Miraculously,
I let go of the thoughts, anxieties, and
other concerns that had been occupying
my mind and I felt a tremendous burden
lifted off of me. I felt at peace and I was
joyful! I felt connected to God and to
the world in a way I had not felt in a long
time. Instantly, I became aware that God
was penetrating my soul.
St. Paul urges us to rejoice.
This Gaudete Sunday exhorts us to
rejoice. Rejoicing is something that I
think many of us are lacking. After all,
parish:

w w w. s p x c c . o r g

school:

w w w. s t p i u s x s c h o o l c c . o r g

Pastor
Fr. Paul Hesse
Permanent Deacons
Salvador (Sal) Alvarado
Loni Lugo
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Lisa Catchings
Parish Office Assistant
Wilma Toledo
Director of Religious Education
Kelly Ward
Adult Faith Formation
Director of Youth Ministry
Brandon Lutz

we’ve been through some rugged times lately, and our society just seems to be consumed
by negative things. In some ways, we are wired that way because we live in a world that is
heavily influenced by corruption and sin. As Christians, though, we need to rejoice! How do
we do that?
The readings give us some practical suggestions. Rejoicing is, in many ways, an
exercise of our mindset. We need to re-focus on our blessings. We need to be grateful for what
we have rather than always looking to what we don’t have. That goes a long way in fostering
joy. Another thing that fosters joy is precisely in the instruction that John the Baptist gives in
the gospel. He says, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.” In other words, we should learn to do for others
instead of always focusing on ourselves. Giving changes our attitude greatly. Seeing the joy
we give others brings joy to our own heart.
In response to tax collectors and soldiers, John tells them to not collect more than
prescribed and to not accuse anyone falsely. Living with integrity and honesty also brings joy.
Living in lies and deceit sours our soul and deprives us of peace. Being honest and acting in
a non-judgmental way gives us a free conscience that makes our heart joyful.
As we approach Christmas, let’s look for simple joys that don’t revolve around passing
pleasures. Instead, let’s focus on the heart. That is where God dwells and when we rest in
him, joy will be ours. God bless!
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Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Elizabeth Torresson and also Matthew O’Toole who recently registered at
our parish. We are glad to have them be an active part of our growing faith community.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
The flowers in the Sanctuary this weekend are in memory of Deacon George Phillips by
Estela, Theresa, Jane and Georgeanne.

Join Us in Praying the Rosary
Join us on Sundays in the church at 7:30am prior to the 8:00am Mass or at 9:25am prior to
the 10am Mass to pray the Rosary.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352
Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:00-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower Offering envelopes.
If you receive your envelopes in the mail, then you will have one of these in your
packet. Please return the Christmas flower envelopes by Friday, December 17th,
so that they can be included in our bulletin.

Advent Penance Services
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you
to our Advent Penance Services on Monday, December 13th, at 6:30 p.m. and
on Wednesday, December 15th, at 12:00 noon. Several priests from around the
Diocese will be available for confessions at each service.

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious This Weekend
Elderly religious have offered a lifetime of service. Now they need your help.
The Diocese of Corpus Christi will hold the Retirement Fund for Religious
collection December 11-12. The parish-based appeal is coordinated by the
National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) in Washington, D.C. Proceeds from
this collection help religious communities across the country to care for aging
members. Your gift helps provide prescription medications, nursing care, and
more. Please be generous. More than 93 percent of donations aid senior religious.
Last year, the RFR contribution from the Diocese of Corpus Christi amounted to
$68,708.31—this generous financial response is deeply appreciated.

ACTS OF CHARITY
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
If you would like to help sort and deliver shoes that have been collected, come
by the parish office on Thursday, December 16, 2021 at 10:00 am
Thank you for all the generous donations!

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday December 12th
4:00PM – Confirmation #2 Class - YC
6:30PM – Life Teen – YC
Monday, December 13th
6:30PM – Penance Service - PH
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, December 14th
10:00AM – Angels – CC#2
1:00-3:00PM – Sultanas - Rectory
3:30-4:30PM – School – PH
5:30-6:30PM – Cubs – CC#1
6:30PM – Men’s Club - PH
Wednesday, December 15th
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:00-7:00PM – CCD – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – RCIA – CAF
6:30PM – EDGE – YC
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH & PH
Thursday, December 16th
10:00AM – School play – CH
12:00PM – Penance Service - CH
12:00-3:00PM – Bridge Club – PH
4:30-5:15PM – Cubs – CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Confessions – CH
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH &PH
Friday, December 17th
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH & PH
Saturday, December 18th
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH & PH

Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass
The Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass is scheduled for 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, February 13, 2022 at the Corpus Christi Cathedral with a light reception
to follow in St. Joseph’s Hall. The Anniversary Mass is open to any couples
celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th, 65th, 70th, 75th, or 80th wedding anniversary
between January 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022. To learn more and to register
online visit the diocese website at diocesecc.org/anniversarymass.

Stewardship Is A Way Of Life
Our parish is engaged in many different types of ministry
that serves the People of God and helps spread the Gospel
message. We encourage you to support these ministries by
your regular contributions. To make a contribution, open the
camera on your cell phone or tablet and scan this code, which
will take you to our contribution portal. Thank you for your generosity!

Follow Us On Facebook!

Keep up with all the latest on
our Facebook page. Go to our
link at facebook.com/stpiusxcc.
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Happy Anniversary to Bishop Carmody - December 15th
We would like to extend blessings to Bishop Edmond Carmody on the Anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination on December
15th. May the Lord grant him much joy in the service he has given to the Church.

Eucharistic Talk by Bishop Mulvey
Bishop Mulvey will be giving a second talk as part of a series to help our diocese prepare for the Eucharistic Congress that our
diocese will have in 2022. The presentation will be on the theme: Eucharist and the Word. It will be held on January 29, 2022
at St. Joseph Church in Alice, Texas from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. The day begins with Mass and is followed by a talk, discussion,
and fellowship. We encourage parishioners, parish staff, ministry volunteers, and others to participate. Further details will be
forthcoming.

The Omicron Variant
The Omicron Variant of Covid has been identified in the United States. We urge people to be vigilant about observing safety.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive citizen
in today’s world.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Dear Parishioners,
We are in our final school week for 2021 and Christmas is almost here. I would like to thank everyone who helped out with our
staff shopping days. That is a tradition that has been around for some time now and is a great way to show the staff a little TLC.
I hope you had fun volunteering and working with the students. I also want to thank all who helped with the light set up for our
La Posada. I know it is going to be beautiful for our children to see. I want to thank Mr. Arnett for his donation of 16 Keyboards
and mice to our STREAM Lab. What a wonderful blessing to our classroom.
Our 5th-grade students have been preparing the Lady of Guadalupe Play which will take place on December 13th at 10 a.m.
and our 6th graders will perform the Christmas play on December 16th at 10 a.m. These will both be streamed for all to enjoy
from the Church FB page and Church YouTube channel.

We are in the last stretch of our Winter Fund campaign. So far we have collected $6,410! Thank you so
much to all who have donated this year. What a blessing to our staff and a wonderful way to share love and
appreciation for all that they do. We do have a generous donor who is going to match all donations up to
$12,000. The last day to donate is December 15th. Thank you again.

We are also needing bags of Christmas Candy for our La Posada. These can be dropped off at the church or school office
and are needed on or before December 15th. Thank you.
Our Robotics team placed 7th out of over 150 teams nationwide in their robotics competition. This was their very first
competition and we are super proud of their hard work and dedication. They are preparing for another upcoming competition
that takes place in person and are needing to purchase some new robots to compete with. These run about $300 each. They
are having a fundraiser on December 14th at Peter Piper Pizza. It will take place at both locations. A percentage of proceeds
sold that evening will go directly to St. Pius X and we will be giving that straight to our Robotics Team to purchase these robots.
Just mention St. Pius X when you check out. Thank you for your support.
We are looking forward to our La Posada on the 16th. Come and commemorate the journey that Joseph and Mary made
from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a safe refuge where Mary could give birth to the baby Jesus. There will also be candy,
funnel cake, tamales, popcorn, and hot chocolate for sale. Say hi to Santa “Joey” the Blue Jay, the grinch, Mariachi band, and
see the beautiful live Nativity staged by our 6th graders. Buy your tamales here! https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2021-la-posada
You don’t want to miss this awesome event.
Know my door is always open and please call the school if you ever have any questions at 992-1343. Please follow us on
Facebook @stpiusxschoolcc, Instagram St.PiusXCSCCTX, and Twitter @StPiusXCSCCTX to stay up to date on our most current
events.

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Saturday, December 11th
Mass Intentions
5:30PM † Leroy Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sunday, December 12th
8:00AM † Guadalupe Witt by Goldie Acuña
10:00AM † Deacon George Phillips by Estela and daughters
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, December 13th
8:15AM † Barbara Hesse Rico by Al & Adelle Hesse
Tuesday, November 14th
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Wednesday, December 15th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Didear family
† Jennie R. Achee Annv. by Anna Vrazel
† Frank Battaglia by his wife
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Ernest Peña by Ken & Liz Morgan
† Sam Ferris by Anthony & Nancy Habib
† Florentino Sheldon by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
Julian Galloway’s health by his family
† Deaogracias Aquino by family
† Christina Dalrymple by M/M Lawrence Hyde
5:30PM †John Patrick Kelly, Anniversary by K.K.H.
† Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
† Jerry & Gloria Alvarez by Randy & Lynelle Murphy
† Anna Van Dyke by James & John Kelly
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd’s well-being by James Kelly
† Diane Sehy by J.T.S.
Powell family’s Intentions
† Annette Wik by family
† Charlotte Groner by Thomas Groner
Thursday, December 16th
8:15AM † Frank Battaglia by Susy Batttaglia
Friday, December 17th
8:15 AM † Larry Ganley by Elaine Ganley
5:30 PM † Emil Kreji & John Cross by Chuck Gross
Saturday, December 18th
5:30PM † Joyce Dickerson by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Sunday, December 19th
8:00AM † Roman & Luisa Arevalo Annv. by family
10:00AM † Susanne O’Connell by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Julius Witt Annv. by Goldie Acuña
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Financial Report for Sunday 12/5/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection$.............. 13,055.06
Sunday Online...................... $8,287.00
Other Income........................... $329.00
Filipino 1st Friday.................... $181.00
Christmas Flowers................ $1,614.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $23,466.06
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $708.00
Retired Religious....................... $35.00
Camp. Human Dev.................... $20.00
Total Other Contributions......... $150.00
Total Contributions.............. $24,229.06

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Connie Alvarado, Luis Alvarado, Theresa Alvarado, Kirk
Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke
Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida Benavides,
Georgie Benton, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman,
John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton,
Belle Carson, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church,
Carole Cotter, Harly Day, Sandy DeGregorio, Pud’n Dellinger,
Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Debbie
Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva
Garcia, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz
Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Dionne Gauna, Martin
Gonzales, Felix Guerra, Jr., Pauline Guinn, Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham
Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena
Kolansiki, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene
Leep, Diana Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher &
Linda Manka, Gilbert Martinez, Irene Martinez, Jack McCord,
Pat McLemore, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, John Morgan, Liz
Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Sandra Nicolas, Trent
O’Connell, Doug Odle, John & Jerilynn Okoniewski, Anna Fay
Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Linda Park, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos,
John Rank, Patricia Riek, Alexis M. Rodriguez, Oris Rodriguez,
Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Hedy Rosenast, David Russell, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Sandra Salinas, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick
Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Steve Schuster, Msgr. Richard Shirley,
Charles Skrobarczyk, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary
Ann Starkey, Gloria Swantner, Sharon Terry, Frances Thompson,
Mary Vasquez, Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams,
Helen Witzsche, Joe Zepeda and all those who asked for and
need our prayers.

