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“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Dear Friends,
They are in our homes. They are in our neighborhoods. They are in the stores and public spaces that
we visit. They are even in the hospitals and nursing homes. Everywhere we look there are glowing lights, strings
of evergreen branches draped along ledges, glistening balls and glimmering stars, and bows of red, gold, silver,
and green adorning these places. The signs of the season are all around us telling us that Christmas is near.
There is something very special about this time of year, even though some aspects of it seem to heighten
the stress of our daily lives. We love the customs and the decor that gives flavor to this season, but it can be
challenging. I don’t know about you, but it can be a bit of a struggle to get the decorations up in-between all of
the other activities. I must say that this year, I managed to get the Christmas tree in our residence up a little
earlier this year. You might call it a kind of Christmas miracle! Normally, the month of December is already two
months in before I find a way to get the decorations up. Don’t ask me what happened this year that allowed for
its early appearance!
As I mentioned, it can be a struggle to celebrate the season. Apart from decorations, parties, food
preparation, and clamoring to meet holiday deadlines, we still have to wrestle with deciding what gifts to get for
our loved ones and then make sure they get wrapped. These are all the little extras that raise the temperature
as the holiday approaches. Even so, I don’t know of any of us who would want to change any of this. Despite
the challenges, we still love the season.
Maybe that is what is so special about this time of year. The rituals of stringing lights, hanging ornaments,
and setting up the nativity scenes requires a bit of extra work, but we instinctively know that it is all worth the
effort. The extra effort is precisely what contributes to the spirit of the season. At the time, we may find it taxing
and even frustrating. But looking back, that little added sacrifice somehow mysteriously makes the joy of the
Christ-child present again. When we relive the act of that annual rummaging through Christmas ornaments,
we remember Christmases past when we got a particular ornament or a specific decoration. It conjures up
memories of special moments and special people who have come and gone throughout our lives. We recall loved
ones who are no longer with us, and
we appreciate friendships that we
associate with certain rituals.
When we watch our
children joyfully open up presents
and when we gather for the special
holiday meals, we renew the spirit of
Christ that is the focus of all of these
events. In moments like these, the
extra effort, the stress of deadlines,
the tenseness of finding the perfect
gift fades away and the stillness of
God’s love begins to penetrate into
our souls.
Some of the most deepseated memories we have revolve
around Christmas. The captivating
story of Christ’s birth seems to
reach us on levels that we don’t
experience at any other time.
Much of it is due to the fact that this
season is associated with family.
The birth of the Child Jesus is at the
heart of this.
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Things look a little different this year for Christmas. We don’t have the children’s
Christmas pageants that are so characteristic of the season. COVID-19 put a damper on
that. We haven’t had some of the flurry of parties and social activities that we normally see
this time of year for the same reason. Many of us are grappling with financial issues related
to the pandemic too. Some have lost jobs, others have had reductions in pay, and businesses
are trying to stay afloat. Many are battling loneliness and isolation as they lack connection
with others. The challenges are many. Despite all this, we need to attempt to maintain some
sense of normalcy with regard to these honored traditions. We also need to find the capacity
to express gratitude to God for the many blessings that are present in our lives.
I am grateful to God for all of you and as we celebrate Christmas in a few short days,
I will turn to God to thank him for you and for the many blessings that I have experienced here
at St. Pius X. This indeed, is a very special time. I hope that these next few days will fill you
with greater joy as we make our final preparations for the celebration of Christ’s birth. The
King shall come, so let us build a sense of hope and anticipation as we await the celebration
of Christ’s birth! Merry Christmas!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner, Joe Penne, and for David DeLeon,
whose funeral services were held this past week. Please keep their families in your prayers.

Final Decorating of Church
Come one, come all! Thursday, December 24th, starting at 9:00am, we will be completing
the decorating of the church for Christmas. There is a lot to do, so we need spirit filled willing
servants. A lot of this work can be done sitting down (fluffing, decorating wreaths, cleaning
pews, etc.) so pretty much anyone can do something. Bring the kids, they can hang lights in
the trees outside, help with the cleaning, etc. Looking for a great turn out and a wonderful spirit
filled Christmas.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Confessions:
Monday, December 21st: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Masses: (No babysitting at Masses.)
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th: Vigil Masses: 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Night: Christmas Carols – 11:15p.m.
Christmas Night: Midnight Mass
Christmas Day, Dec. 25th: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon Masses
New Year’s Masses: (No babysitting at Masses.)
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31st: Vigil Mass - 5:30 p.m.
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31st: Adoration - 11:00 p.m.
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1st: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon Masses

Let’s Make Christmas Music Extra Special!
It’s not too late for you to help fund our Christmas Music program! It has been
a rough year for all of us. Despite the challenges of the year, we have so much to
look forward to. While the virus may be with us for some time in the days ahead,
there is hope around the corner. Perhaps Christmas will have extra meaning
for us as we realize that Christ came as a light to a darkened world. Since we
will not be able to have the full choir for Christmas this year, we are planning an
extra-special music program at our Christmas Masses. We will be enlisting the
help of musicians from the area to enhance the beauty of our celebrations. Be
an underwriter to help with the cost of hiring musicians. If you would like to be
an underwriter by contributing funds for this purpose, we will list your names
in the Christmas program to recognize your generosity. You can contribute at
various levels:
Archangel – $1000.00 or more
Seraphim – $500.00 to $999.00
Cherubim – $100.00 to $499.00
Angel – $25.00 to $99.00
You can drop your donation in the collection basket, earmarked for Christmas
Music, or you can donate online on our website, using the fund, “Christmas Music”.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, December 20th
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH/PH
Monday, December 21st
6:00-7:30PM – Confessions - CH
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH/PH
Tuesday, December 22nd
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH/PH
Wednesday, December 23rd
OFFICE CLOSING AT NOON
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH/PH
Thursday, December 24th
OFFICE CLOSED
4:00PM – Vigil Mass – CH
6:00PM – Vigil Mass - CH
7:00PM – Filipino Simbang Gabi – CH/PH
11:15PM – Christmas Carols – CH
12:00AM- Midnight Mass - CH
Friday, December 25th
OFFICE CLOSED
8:00AM, 10:00AM & 12 Noon Masses - CH
Saturday, December 26th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Parish Office Holiday Schedule
The parish office will be closing several days for the Christmas and New Year
holiday. We will re-open on Monday, January 4 th.
Monday, December 21st: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 22nd: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 23rd: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Thursday, December 24th: CLOSED
Friday, December 25th: CLOSED
Saturday, December 26th: CLOSED
Sunday, December 27th: CLOSED
Monday, December 28th: CLOSED
Tuesday, December 29th: CLOSED
Wednesday, December 30th: CLOSED
Thursday, December 31st: CLOSED
Friday, January 1st: CLOSED
Saturday, January 2nd: CLOSED
Sunday, January 3rd: CLOSED
Monday, January 4th: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Acts of Charity
The Acts of Charity Ministry is up and running again! If you are interested in helping as a committee member or a volunteer,
please contact the parish office @ 361-993-4053.
“For I was hungry and your gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and
your clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.” Individuals and families are encouraged to take part in
the work of Christ in reaching our brothers and sisters in need in our community.
Upcoming Event:
Share a Taco (December 24, 2020 @ 7:00am – whenever we run out of tacos): We are hosting a taco drive-thru event in our
parking lot on Christmas Eve morning to wish a Merry Christmas to our neighbors and community. We need volunteers to help
prepare breakfast tacos, volunteers to pass our tacos and volunteers to Christmas carolers.
We will practice all COVID safety precautions with these events.

Bring in the New Year with the Lord!
Ring in the New Year in the presence of the Lord! We invite you to join us for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 11:00
p.m. on New Year’s Eve, December 31st, until midnight. What better way to start off the New Year than in adoration before the
Eucharist? We shall see you there! We will also have Masses at 5:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve and at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 12:00
noon on New Year’s Day.

2021 Calendars Coming
Our 2021 Catholic Calendar will be at the doors of the church the weekend of December 26th – 27th. So that every family in the
parish has the opportunity to get one, please be sure to take only one calendar per family initially, then you may pick up more copies
the following week if needed. Many thanks to Seaside Memorial Park & Funeral Home for their annual generosity of these calendars.

Adult Faith Formation – Spring 2021 – Jesus; the Way, the Truth and the Life
Jesus is more than a historical or theological figure. He is our Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord, and our God. While many of us
already know a lot about him, how well can we say we really know him? Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Jesus: The Way, the
Truth, and the Life, presented by Ascension Press, is a new and fresh look at Jesus—who he is, what he is really like, what he
taught, and what he did for our salvation. This encounter with Christ will inspire and empower you to center your entire life on him
as you come to know and love him in an ever-deeper and more intimate way. This awesome 10-week series will be held at St.
Pius X on Tuesdays 7-8:30 pm, starting January 19 and repeated on Thursday afternoons 2-3:30 pm starting January 21. Please
contact the parish office to register.

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter through any of the doors of the church and please sanitize your hands when you enter.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice
online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in front and behind you. Receive communion on
your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion, while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

LA POSADA
La Posada was a great event! We raised just under $2,500 for our school and we couldn’t be happier with the turnout! We sold
650 DOZEN Delia’s tamales and over 300 cups of hot cocoa! If you missed our Santa Joey and The Grinch, be sure to check out
our FB page for some memorable moments that we will never forget! want to express my sincerest gratitude to our awesome
Mr. Ernie, PTO Board members, Mr. David Hinojosa, and Mrs. Amanda Miller for coming out to help us set up the lights and get
things ready! Also, a special shoutout to our 6th-grade parents for making the Nativity scene look so perfect! Thank you Blue Jay
families and St. Pius X parishioners for coming out to support, and for sending in bags of candy to help us out. The La Posada
theme was perfect and it definitely reminded us all about the true reason for the season. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! Becca Taylor PTO President

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
We have been through so much this year. 2020 has been a hard one on all of us but we have persevered and made it! I am
hopeful that the New Year will bring better days, but I can’t help but think about all the blessings we have had amidst all the chaos
and craziness. Our sweet school has flourished during this time and we have gotten stronger as a community. We have all come
together and supported each other. We have worked together as parents, teachers, and staff to make sure our students kept
learning and growing no matter the situation. We overcame EVERY obstacle that came our way. We prayed HARD and relied on
each other. I can say for sure, that there is NOWHERE I would rather be than right here at this beautiful, sweet school. We are
such a gem nestled in a quiet neighborhood. There is no other place quite like St. Pius X. Our teachers and staff are dedicated like
nothing I have EVER seen. They LOVE these kids like they were their own and I have the privilege of seeing it every day. What a
blessing for me. What a gift God has given me. This job has not been easy, but I can tell you it brings me so much joy each day.
I know I am serving the Lord in a way he wants me to serve Him. Thank you for allowing me to serve as your principal here at St.
Pius X Catholic School. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God Bless.

U.S. Bishops Approve Certain COVID-19 Vaccines
The U.S. Bishop’s Conference just released a statement regarding the morality of accepting vaccines for COVID-19. In summary,
they find that “In view of the gravity of the current pandemic, and because of the lack of availability of alternative vaccines”, it
is morally permissible to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna, despite their very remote connection to
morally compromised cell lines”.
The not-yet released vaccine from AstraZeneca, however, “is morally compromised in that it directly used a cell line from an
aborted infant in its design, development, and production.” Therefore, the AstraZeneca vaccine should be avoided if there are
alternatives available.
Please take this into consideration with regard to receiving vaccines for COVID-19. If you would like more information, we can
have it available for those who wish.

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas,
Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie,
Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby
Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs,
Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand, Owen
Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson,
Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie
Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan,
Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa,
Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales,
Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick
Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran,
Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen
Witzsche and all those who asked for and need our prayers.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 19th
5:30PM † Raul Saenz by Anita Saenz
Sunday, December 20th
8:00AM † Roman & Luisa Arevalo by family
10:00AM † Susanne O’Connell by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Joyce Dickerson Annv. by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, December 21st
8:15AM † Paul Jordan by the Reumuth family
Tuesday, December 22nd
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Wednesday, December 23rd
8:15AM † Gabbi Pinedo Annv. by Andy & Mary Scott
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Pat & Patrick DeGregorio by their family
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
† Mario Lopez by Art & Lou Kaler
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen T. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Estela Phillips & family’s Int’s by Sabrina P. Garrison
5:30PM † Buck Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being the James Kelly
† Sandra Sykora by Peggy Didear
† Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
Nancy Schanen’s Intentions by a friend
† Marcella Krnavek by her family
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly			
Thursday, December 24th
8:15AM
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
4:00PM † John Boyd, Max/Dora Almendarez & John/Helen Boyd by L.B.
6:00PM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by the Janosek family
12:00AM For the Parishioners
Friday, December 25th
8:00AM † David Eicher by his family
10:00AM † Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
12:00PM For the Parishioners			
Saturday, December 26th
5:30PM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
Sunday, December 27th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Joyce Dickerson by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
12:00PM † J. R. Janos Annv. by Maria J. Revetta
5:30PM † Larry Lippincott by Gladys Lippincott

Financial Report for Sunday 12/13/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $13,585.00
Sunday Online...................... $7,118.00
Other income........................... $150.00
Memorials................................ $875.00
Christmas Flowers................ $1,010.00
Christmas Music...................... $965.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $23,703.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity........................... $95.00
Retired Religious.................. $2,147.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Total Other Contributions...... $2,342.00
Total Contributions.............. $26,045.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (11/30/20)...... $190,980.63
Ending balance................. $198,488.82

Silver And Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass
All couples celebrating 25, 50, or 50+
years of marriage between January 1,
2021 and December 31, 2021 are invited
to register for a special Anniversary Mass.
Due to the Pandemic, the Mass, which
usually takes place at the Cathedral and
is celebrated by the Bishop, will take place
in the parishes instead. All participating couples and
couples who may have reached either milestone in 2020
and did not participate in the Mass in 2020, will receive a
certificate from Bishop Mulvey recognizing their Silver or
Golden Anniversary. Our parish’s Mass will take place
on February 14, 2021 at 10:00 am. here at St. Pius X. If
you will have reached this milestone and would like to
participate, please contact the parish office at 361-9934053 to register. To receive an Anniversary Certificate
from Bishop Mulvey, please submit the registration by
January 18, 2021.

Heriberto D. Ramos, OD

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
Board Certified, American Board of Optometry
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

7042 S. Staples Street, Suite 101, 78412
361-980-0523
www.completefamilyeyecare-cc.com

