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CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Second Sunday of Advent

Dear Friends,
One of my favorite high school activities was singing in the choir. We had a superb choral director who was
fairly young, athletic, and enthusiastic. Those qualities made him relatable to the students and were the perfect
recipe for a popular teacher. In fact, he was able to recruit football players and cheerleaders into the choir, so
choir was a “cool” thing to be a part of at school. He also had another quality that made him successful. He
expected a lot from the students. He didn’t settle for mediocre. He demanded excellence. This also made the
students respect him.
Everyday at practice, Mr. Jones emphasized precision, accuracy, and good intonation. We knew when he was
frustrated, but he never derided his students. He firmly told us what he expected and it made us work harder to
achieve what he expected. If our pitch was flat or we were sloppy with our cut-offs, he certainly made us aware
of it. He was a pretty straight shooter when it came to choral instruction. He demanded precision with regard
to the rhythms and he worked hard to make sure that we executed those rhythms with accuracy and uniformity.
By the same token, he taught us to sing with passion and emotion. We could tell that he cared about us and he
showed it in manifold ways.
All of it paid off. His demanding nature, his pursuit of precision, and his trust in us as students made us a
superb choir that consistently scored highly in competition, and was highly respected around the area. Being
in a quality high school choral group was as much fun as it was hard work. I owe a lot of my interest in singing
to the training that Mr. Jones gave us. He laid an excellent foundation that has served me well in subsequent
years. Because of the training I received in those high school years, I am able to appreciate well executed
classical music and fine choral singing when I hear it.
Over Thanksgiving, I ran across a video of a choral group from England that performed an almost supernatural
rendition of “Lux Eterna” by Edward Elgar. It was so masterfully executed that I felt that I had gotten a glimpse into
heaven. That is the power of an invariably good vocal group that executes their vocal gifts well. The accuracy
of their intonation and their precise phrasing and musicality made it a rich and heavenly musical experience.
If you think about it, that is what the Lord wants to do for us. You might say that during this Advent season,
God wants to fine tune our souls in a way that enables us to pierce into the joy of supernatural grace. This, of
course, is not just true during Advent, but always. Advent, though, gives particular focus to this desire of God.
God is straight-forward. He cuts through the illusions and deceit that often mark our lives. Because of
our sinful nature, we have a tendency to live in illusion. We are good at beating around the bush or falling
into the trap of glossing over our problems.
Sometimes we become blinded to them and
we make all kinds of obstacles to block us
from seeing the true nature of our problems.
Instead of seeing them with precision and
accuracy, we ignore them or pretend they
are not there at all. We even blame others
for our own problems. Sometimes, in our
own illusory world, we pussyfoot around
the real issues and are afraid to confront
them head on. To use a musical term, this
creates a dissonance in our lives and in our
relationships. We don’t harmonize because
we are all singing our own tune. In reality,
because of our blindness as a result of sin,
we sing off-key and the tune becomes a
sloppy “train wreck”.
Advent cuts to the heart of things.
It’s purpose is to point out our errors. In
this season, God gives us direction and
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he demands accuracy and precision with
regards to the state of our souls. He wants
us to look honestly at our lives and to “make
straight his paths.” This calls for repentance.
Repentance is essentially a turning back. It
means that we have to evaluate ourselves
honestly and never settle for mediocre hearts.
If we truly want to sing God’s praises with
our lives, we need to see reality clearly and
expect much more of ourselves. It means
allowing God to direct us so that we can
work toward excellence that is authentic
and emanates from a heart full of love. God
cares about us enough to demand the best
of us. He wants us to sing in unison with
each other and in unison with the Church
he has founded. If we embrace this calling
out of love, our lives will sing the hymns of
supernatural grace! Don’t settle for mediocre.
Shoot for the heights! God bless!
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8:15am Mass Location Change
The 8:15am Mass tomorrow, Monday,
December 5th, has been moved to the Youth
Building Chapel so that we can accommodate
a 9:00am funeral in the church. Thank you
and we apologize for the inconvenience.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
The flowers in the sanctuary this weekend
are in memory of Cpl. Zachary Kolda, U.S.M.C.
by Frank & Martha Kolda.

Men’s Club Meeting
The Men’s Club will hold their regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, December 6th,
in CC #1. Dinner is served at 6:30 pm and the
meeting at 7:00 pm.

Congratulations to Father Eric Chapa!
On behalf of the entire parish of St. Pius X,
we offer heartfelt congratulations to Fr. Eric
Chapa who was ordained to the Priesthood
of Jesus Christ yesterday at Corpus Christi
Cathedral! It was a beautiful celebration
for the Church of Corpus Christi. We look
forward to the many gifts that he will give in
service to the Church and we pray that his
ministry will be joyful and fulfilling. Fr. Eric
will be celebrating his first Mass at his home
parish, St. Peter the Apostle Church on Violet
Road in Annaville this weekend. May God
shower many blessings upon the people of
St. Peter’s who helped foster his vocation to
the priesthood! Please join us next Sunday,
December 11th at 10:00 a.m. Mass, when Fr.
Eric will offer a Mass of Thanksgiving here at
St. Pius X. Everyone is invited to the Mass
and to the reception that will follow in the
parish hall!

School Secretary/Bookkeeper
Carla Gaona
Maintenance
Ernie Peña, Jose Vasquez,
Virginia Medrano
Bulletin/Website Editor
Lisa Catchings

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352
Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 6-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Holy Day of Obligation
Thursday, December 8th, is The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and it is a Holy Day of Obligation. Our Mass schedule is
as follows; 5:30 p.m. Vigil on Wednesday, December 7th, and 8:15 a.m., 12:00.
noon and 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 8th.

Parish Offices Closed
The parish offices will be closed Thursday, December 8th, for the observance
of The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It will reopen on
Friday, December 9th, at 9:00 a.m.

Adoration This Thursday, December 8th
Because this Thursday, December 8th, is a Holy Day of Obligation, and
we have a 6:00 p.m. Mass, Adoration will be held immediatly afterwards and
Confession will be from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Penance Services
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you
to our Advent Penance Services on Monday, December 12th, at 6:30pm and on
Wednesday, December 14th, at 12:00noon. Several priests from around the
Diocese will be available for confessions at each service.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Communal Celebration of Reconciliation:
Monday, December 12th:
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 14th:
12:00 p.m.
Confessions:
Monday, December 19th:
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
th
Tuesday, December 20 :
6:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 21st:
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Masses: (No babysitting at Masses.)
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th: Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Carols: 11:15 p.m.
Christmas Day, Dec. 25th: Midnight Mass 12:00 a.m.,
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 noon Masses &
5:30 p.m. Vietnamese Mass
New Year’s Masses: (No babysitting at Masses.)
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31st: Vigil Mass-5:30 p.m.
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1st: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
12:00 noon & 5:30 p.m. Masses

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, December 4th
After all Masses: Sale of Jerusalem articles
11:30AM-1:00PM – RCIA class – YC
3:00-9:30PM – LIFE TEEN – YC
6:30PM – Advent by Candlelight - PH
Monday, December 5th
3:15-4:15PM – Ballet – PH
5:00-6:00PM – Confirmation II – YC
5:30-7:30PM – Confirmation I – CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00-9:00PM – Scouts – CAF
7:30PM – Angels – CC#2
Tuesday, December 6th
6:00-8:00AM –Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
10:00AM - 12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
6:00-8:00PM – Journey #165 – CC#2
6:00-7:00PM – Tiger Scouts – PH
6:00-7:00PM – Webelos - CAF
Wednesday, December 7th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM – 12:00PM – MAP – CC#1 office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:40PM – Youth Choir – C/R
6:30PM – CCD & Parents – PH, CC#1&2
6:30PM – Alhambra - Rectory
Thursday, December 8th
Parish Office Closed
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:15-9:15PM – Prayer Shawl – CC#1
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, December 9th
12:30-2:30PM – Prayer Shawl – CC#1
Saturday, December 10th
8:00AM-12:00PM – J.T.D. #165 - CAF
10:00AM – Baptism class – CC#2
7:00PM – Christmas Party - PH
Sunday, December 11th
10:00AM – Boy Scouts at Mass – CH & CAF
10:00AM – CDA Corporate Communion - CH
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St. Pius X Boy Scout Troop 157 News
Life Teen
Sunday, December 4 - Eternal Crown: Heaven, Hell, and
Purgatory
Sunday, Give It Away Now!: Clothing Drive

EDGE
Wednesday, December 7 - Give It Away Now!: Clothing Drive
Wednesday, December 14 - Edge Christmas Party

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower
Offering envelopes. If you receive your envelopes in the mail,
then you will have one of these in your packet. If you would like to
donate to Christmas flowers, please return by Friday, December
18th, so that they can be included in our Christmas bulletin.

Please support our St. Pius X Boy Scouts by dining at the
Panda Express (located off Saratoga next to Walmart) on
Thursday, December 15th anytime between 11am – 10pm
(Dine in or Take out). The Troop will receive a percentage
of all food sales on Thursday, December 15th only. Please
help spread the word to your friends and family about this
opportunity to help support our St. Pius X Boy Scouts. We
appreciate and value your support!! If you know a young man
(5th grade – high school) that is interested in joining the Boy
Scouts, please have them contact Leonard Rivera at 361215-6952. The St. Pius X Boy Scouts meet between 7:30pm
– 8:30pm on Mondays in the St. Pius X School Cafeteria.

Knights of Columbus
-Council meeting on Thursday, Dec 15th,
6:30pm, CC#1.
-”That Man is You!” this Saturday, 6:30-8:00 am in CC#2.
-Join us each Sunday for the Rosary at 9:25am in the
church.
-The deadline for our annual “Keep Christ in Christmas”
poster contest has been extended to Thursday, Dec 15th. All
St Pius youth ages 5-14 are encouraged to submit and entry.
Entry forms and rules are available in the back of the church,
the church office, in the school, at CCD and the youth center.
We will award a $25 Barnes and Noble gift card for each of
the winners in the three age categories.

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious

Busy Person’s Advent Retreat

Next weekend the annual Retirement Fund for Religious
collection will be taken up throughout the United States.
Despite the ongoing generosity to the annual RFR collection,
numerous religious communities struggle to provide for senior
members. Proceeds from the RFR offer supplemental support for
strengthening retirement savings and meeting such day-to-day
needs as prescription medications and nursing care. Please be generous.

How do you hear God’s voice? During Advent give yourself
the opportunity for a prayerful encounter with Christ. Come,
participate in a Busy Person’s Retreat. Spend 30 minutes
Sunday through Thursday with a spiritual companion to read
scripture and to pray. You get to choose the time of day. A
Busy Person’s Retreat will be held at Incarnate Word Convent
December 11-16, 2016. Call Sr. Martha O’Gara at 361-8825413 for more information and to reserve a time.

Parish Christmas Giving Tree
Our Acts of Charity committee is sponsoring a
tennis shoe drive again this year. This year we have
two shelters that we will be collecting tennis shoes
for; Mother Teresa Shelter and Timmons. Please
look for our Christmas Giving Tree in the vestibule
of the Church. Please do not gift wrap the shoes.
Instead, just attach the ornament to the item and either drop off
at the parish office or place under the giving tree.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The following class had PERFECT ATTENDANCE this
past Wednesday. Congratulation to the class and the
Catechists:
Sacramental Prep IIa -- Catechist Margaret Barnec

PARENT MEETING
Our monthly parent meeting will be next Wednesday,
December 7th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. All parents
whose children are preparing to receive Sacraments are
required to attend.

4

School News By Principal Bryan
With Thanksgiving now behind us, the
students and staff of St. Pius X Catholic
School are preparing for the Season of
Advent with retreats and the upcoming
Christmas holidays, which are only a few
short weeks away. We are blessed to be able to take time out
from a busy season to reflect and prepare our hearts for the
coming of the Christ Child. Sister Barbara Bluntzer gave our
students in 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades an Advent retreat last
Tuesday afternoon in the Church. After the noon dismissal on
Friday, our school staff had their own retreat, led by Rev. Msgr.
Mark Chamberlin, Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
in Portland Texas. As for me, the Principals of all the local
Diocesan schools attended a 3-day retreat at the Schoenstatt
Retreat House in Rockport November 30 – December 2nd.
The retreat was led by Mr. Tracy Earl Welliver, who is a Catholic
speaker, author, teacher, and stewardship coach with over 20
years experience in parish ministry. He has a BA in theology
from DeSales University and a MTS from Duke Divinity School.
Our very own Bishop Michael Mulvey paid a visit on Thursday.
It was hard to be away from school, but it didn’t take long to
realize that I was there to reflect and renew.
The Art Museum of South Texas is hosting the Christmas
Tree Forest: A Reading Wonderland. There will be a Family
Day on Saturday, December 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at the museum. This event includes holiday music, HEB
goodie bags, art activities, the Santa Classics exhibit, live
entertainment and yes, Santa Claus! This year, St. Pius X
Catholic School chose to decorate the museum tree based
on The Story of Ferdinand by Munro Leaf. Please visit the
museum on Family Day and vote for our tree. Our very own
Art Club students made the ornaments. After the exhibit
concludes, all trees will be donated to families in need to enjoy
during the remainder of the holiday season.
Exciting News! The Fall Fundraiser, “Race for Education”
has raised $19,500 and donations are being accepted until
January 2017. The Halloween Carnival/Silent Auction raised
approximately $48,500. Some of our current goals are to buy
more desktops and iPads for the classrooms, fund supplies
for our new S.T.R.E.A.M. program, lay rubber mulch for the
walkways on the playground, possibly a new paint job for the
interior and exterior of our school and to provide a quality
education and affordable tuition for all current and prospective
Blue Jay students. Thanks to our P.T.O. for spear heading
these events and to all that supported them. We are so
blessed to have so many dedicated and hard working people
working for the success of our school.
If you attend the 12:00 noon Sunday Mass this weekend,
you will see our students in their full Mass uniforms. Several of
them will be participating as altar servers, lectors, gift bearers
and choir members. We want to show off our students to
you so you know what great kids we have here at St. Pius X
Catholic School.
Continue to pray for the success of Catholic Schools. Have
a blessed week!

Is the Immaculate Conception about Mary or Jesus?
The Immaculate Conception celebrates Mary’s conception
without Original Sin. It refers to our belief that Mary was
preserved from the stain of Original Sin at the moment of her
conception in view of her role as Jesus’
mother (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#491). On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX
declared this truth infallibly.
Because she was not tainted by Original
Sin, she could be completely filled with
grace. In fact, at the Annunciation, the angel
Gabriel calls her, “full of grace,” (Luke 1:28).
This grace enabled Mary to say “Yes” to the
angel’s invitation, and to continue saying
“Yes” when faced with hardship and suffering, including standing
at the foot of the Cross on Good Friday. God did not preserve
Mary from Original Sin simply because he favored her, but
because she had been chosen from all eternity to be the mother
of his Son. Her role as Jesus’ mother was crucial to his mission
of salvation. Her grace-filled “Yes” opened the way to Jesus’
“Yes” on the Cross.

‘Tis the season to be jolly
Family dynamics can make holiday celebrations anything but
jolly. Try these tips to make this your happiest holiday season:
Repeat, “It’s not about me.” Taking what others say or
do personally makes you easy prey for someone trying for a
reaction or looking for attention. Keep your power by choosing
not to get offended.
Smile and nod. Arguing your point of view in heated
discussions may feel momentarily satisfying but only serves to
prolong tensions. Happy holidays come from smiling, nodding,
and changing the subject.
Develop a bad memory. Reliving past hurts can make
holidays miserable. Decide that this will be the year to forgive
and forget.
Get up. Stand up. The more we focus on irritations, the more
they irritate. When feeling irked, take a break to fill your water
glass, stretch your legs, or engage in a different conversation.
Have compassion. You can wish your family experience
was different but trying to change others is pointless. Instead
use compassion to find new ways of love during holiday
gatherings.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 3rd
8:15AM † Catherine Marie Smith Cisneros by her parents
5:30PM † Catholic Daughters’ deceased members		
Sunday, December 4th
8:00AM † Olivia Cardona Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Barbara Birt by Don Birt
† Patrick Sehy by Sehy family
12:00PM † Alvino C. Campos by Stella Campos
† Dionicio Laurel by Elva Laurel
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
7:30PM
For the Vietnamese Community
Monday, December 5th
8:15AM † Marie S. Habeeb by her children
Tuesday, December 6th
8:15AM † Rumalda San Miguel by Aurora Garza
Wednesday, December 7th
8:15AM † Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Dorothy Mathews by Garry & Leslie Nock
† Regina/Raymond Richter by Richard Moczygemba family
† Paul Koenig by Pat & Joe Krnavek
† Ike Salinas by Salem’s Jewelers
5:30 PM † Ana Guerra & Rosario Adame by Dolores Saenz
James W. Kelly III wellbeing by family
† Emilio G. Garza by Elva Garza
† Carolyn Bayless by Deacon Frank & Therese Newchurch
† Jose Genuino by Paul & Caroline Shamoun
† Dixie Hughes by Billy & Button Ruzicka
Thursday, December 8th
8:15 AM † For the Parishioners
12:00PM † Mary, James & John Kelly by Kathleen Horne
6:00PM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
Friday, December 9th
8:15AM † Leroy Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM † Jesse D. Garcia by Christy Garcia		
Saturday, December 10th
5:30PM † Paul Irvin by John, Debra & Brian Janosek		
Sunday, December 11th
8:00AM † Bruce Bayerlein by family
† Lupita Sifuentes Annv. by her sister
10:00AM † Bud Duplessis by Rosalie Williams-Duplessis
12:00PM † Virginia Saenz Annv. by Dolores Saenz
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
7:30PM
For the Vietnamese Community
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 11/27/2016
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $15,525.96
Sunday Online...................... $2,710.00
Nativity Donation..................... $935.00
Parking Lot Donation................. $30.00
Total Operating Revenue... $19,200.96
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $211.00
Camp. Human Dev.................... $73.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Total Other Contributions........ $384.00
Total Contributions............. $19,584.96

Sunday 11/20/2016 (missed bag)
Sunday Collection................ $4,142.99
Acts of Charity......................... $736.54

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Elida Benavides, Felipe Benavidez,
Bernice Berry, Don Birt, Judy Bowman, Kanon Brown,
Jimmy Buehrig, Stella & Michael Campos, Sabrina Cisneros,
Shirley Currie, Andrea Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Minga DeLosSantos, Didra
DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Liz
Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd,
Alicia Garcia, Antonio Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel L. Garza,
Roel Garza, Terry Garza, Cindy Gedge,
Elida Gonzalez, Bobby Gough, Charlotte
Groner, Jared Groner, Rose Marie Hand,
Charles Hoelscher, Graham Hughes,
Pam Hutchens, Mark Hyde, Ben Janosek,
Elizabeth Johnson, Jim Johnston, R.W.
Jones, Nathan Kelley, Frank Kolda, Gerri
Kosik, Dora Lambert, Elva Laurel, Melanie
Lee, Arlene Leep, Eddie Litchko, Larry
Ludka, Bill Lyman, Frances Marsden,
Michael McCloskey, Jim & Pat McLemore,
Fred & Vicki Mitchell, Melynda Moore,
John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Patrick Moyers,
Douglas Nicol, Mary Lou Penne, Robert M.
Pope, Patti Powers, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Patricia Riek,
John Lee Robertson, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio, David Russell, Billy
Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, David N.
Scherzer, Toni Sharif, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepard, Msgr.
Richard Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Constance Smith, Maxine
Sommers, Renato Sovran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Jo
Teichman, Diane Thompson, Donna Tindall, Sylvia Uthoff, Luke
Valdez, Bessie Vasquez, Mary Vasquez, Idolina Vela, Pedro &
David Vela, Johnny Villarreal, Luz Villarreal, Judy West, Lillian
Anderson Williams, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for
and need our prayers.

