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“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Second Sunday in Advent

Dear Parish Family,
My graduating high school class is one of those remarkable classes that likes to get together frequently.
Early on, we started a tradition of having a high school reunion every 5 years. At one of those early reunions,
we were all catching up and asking one another what we were now doing. When my classmates asked me, I told
them that I was now a priest, to which several responded, “I always knew you were going to be a priest!” That
was news to me! If you were to have asked me in high school if I wanted to be a priest, I would have categorically
denied any such interest. I never even thought of the priesthood back then. So, it’s interesting that others could
foresee my destiny even if I was unable to see it myself at the time.
Throughout the years, I’ve had others tell me that they were able to see me going into the priesthood.
People who watched me grow up somehow sensed I had a vocation. They saw me serving as an altar server
here at St. Pius X. They watched me interact with others in youth groups. They saw me coming to Mass. Even
so, it is confounding to me that others could recognize that I had a calling.
Perhaps you have had people in your lives who have made prophetic statements in reference to you.
Maybe you’ve had someone tell you that they just knew you were going to marry a specific person. Or maybe
someone predicted the career path you would choose. Maybe someone anticipated that you would rise to great
success or turn out to do great things. By the same token, maybe you have had people whose prophetic voices
pointed out paths down which you were traveling that would lead to your demise. Or people who pointed out
faults that were detrimental to your success. Maybe there were mentors of yours whose advice and impact led
you in a better direction.
There are many prophetic voices that seem to have a clear insight into us and if we listen carefully and
heed their advice, we might look forward to good things. In the gospel, we are presented with the great prophet,
John the Baptist. He is “a voice of one crying out in the desert” preparing for the advent of the Lord. Though he
was a prophet for the people of Jesus’ time announcing the presence of the Anointed One, his voice still has
something to say to us today. He
tells us to make straight a highway
for the Lord.
How do we do this? One
of the primary ways we make
straight the paths for the Lord is to
seek repentance for our sins. Sin
is like a big obstacle preventing
the grace of God from working
in us. Sin throws up barriers that
keep us from thriving in the life of
grace. It prevents us from growing
spiritually because it poisons our
soul and thwarts us from receiving
the nutrients that enable us to
live spiritually. Sin obstructs
the avenues to more fulfilling
relationships with others and it
spoils our stomach for putting up
with the weaknesses of others.
Repentance
and
reconciliation, on the other
hand, are like fertilizer that not
only kill off what is detrimental
to our health, but they provide
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nourishment for our souls and fill us with the grace to do good again. It connects us to God’s
love in a way that causes us to thrive. It creates a highway for free-flowing grace.
In conjunction with repentance and reconciliation, we can practice charity and selfgiving. Sin is ultimately selfishness. To counteract that, we need to learn to be charitable.
Putting our faith into action by our willingness to reach out to others clears away obstacles to
grace. It also levels the hills of pride that impede us from progressing further in our spiritual
journey. Charity frees us from the slavery to our own selfish whims and fulfills the deepest
needs of the heart for communion.
John’s prophetic voice reminds us of what we can be. Like people who see things
in us that we don’t see, God sees our possibilities. He will help us along the way if we allow
him. Let’s listen attentively during this Advent Season. We encourage you to take advantage
of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation by confessing your sins. Also, seek ways to
give to others in need. Listen when others point out areas where you can improve and heed
them as prophetic voices that can help you to grow in God’s grace. God bless,
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
This Wednesday, December 8th, is The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. We will
have several Masses available to help you fulfill your obligation. We will have Vigil Mass on
Tuesday, December 7th, at 5:30 p.m. and Masses on Wednesday at 6:30 a.m., 8:15 a.m.,
12:00 noon, and 6:00 p.m. Be sure to mark your calendars!

Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed Wednesday, December 8th, for the observance of The
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It will reopen on Thursday, December
9th, at 9:00 a.m.

Join Us in Praying the Rosary
Join us on Sundays in the church at 7:30am prior to the 8:00am Mass or at 9:25am prior to
the 10am Mass to pray the Rosary.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352
Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:00-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower Offering envelopes.
If you receive your envelopes in the mail, then you will have one of these in your
packet. Please return the Christmas flower envelopes by Friday, December 17th,
so that they can be included in our bulletin.

Advent Penance Services
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you
to our Advent Penance Services on Monday, December 13 th, at 6:30 p.m. and
on Wednesday, December 15th, at 12:00 noon. Several priests from around the
Diocese will be available for confessions at each service.

Parish Debt Paid Off!
We are very excited to announce that the balance on our parish loan debt
for the parking lot, roofing, and air-conditioning projects was paid off this past
week! We express gratitude to all of you for your generosity, which has made
it possible for us to pay off this debt so quickly. Now, we will begin looking at
making some much needed repairs to some of the facilities on campus and
additional improvements to the school. We have started replacing several airconditioning units at the school that are well beyond their useful time. We are
also looking at upgrading our security systems to offer better protection for our
students and parishioners. We are progressing forward! If you notice anything
that needs attention, we appreciate the input.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday December 5th
Sale of Jerusalem items
4:00PM – Confirmation #2 Class - YC
6:30PM – Life Teen – YC
Monday, December 6th
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, December 7th
10:00AM – Angels – CC#2
3:30-4:30PM – School – PH
5:30-6:30PM – Cubs – CC#1
Wednesday, December 8th
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:00-7:00PM – CCD – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – RCIA – CAF
6:30PM – EDGE - YC
Thursday, December 9th
12:00-3:00PM – Bridge Club – PH
4:30-5:15PM – Cubs – CC#1
5:30-6:30PM – Card Ministry – CC#2
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Confessions – CH
Friday, December 10th
Saturday, December 11th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - CH

Follow Us On Facebook!

Keep up with all the latest on
our Facebook page. Go to our
link at facebook.com/stpiusxcc.
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LIFE TEEN (9-12 grade)
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass

EDGE (6-8 grades)
Wednesday @ 6:30pm

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious
Elderly religious have offered a lifetime of service. Now they need your help. The Diocese of Corpus Christi will hold the
Retirement Fund for Religious collection December 11-12. The parish-based appeal is coordinated by the National Religious
Retirement Office (NRRO) in Washington, D.C. Proceeds from this collection help religious communities across the country to
care for aging members. Your gift helps provide prescription medications, nursing care, and more. Please be generous. More
than 93 percent of donations aid senior religious. Last year, the RFR contribution from the Diocese of Corpus Christi amounted
to $68,708.31—this generous financial response is deeply appreciated.

ACTS OF CHARITY
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
The tree is up, and the ornaments are on! This year CASA and Timon’s Ministries have both provided names and sizes for
individuals that could benefit from a brand-new pair of tennis shoes. This will make your shopping experience even more personal.
CASA’s shoe selections are for children and are on the RED ornaments. Timon’s Ministries are for adults (and a few children)
and are on GREEN ornaments. The shoes on the WHITE ornaments will go to other adults in need within our community. Please
tape the ornament or place in the shoe box so that we are better able to distribute to the correct individual. Thank you in advance
for your generosity.

Prayer Quilts
The Saint Rose of Lima Comforters prayer quilt ministry group is still making prayer quilts for those with long term or chronic
illness. If you know someone who could use a quilt, please contact Rosie at (361)548-4421.

Pray For the Repose of the Soul of Fr. Jerry Zurovetz
It is with great sadness that we announce that Fr. Zurovetz recently passed away. Many of you may recall Fr. Jerome “Jerry”
Zurovetz, who spent some time in residence here at St. Pius X Parish during the time of Msgr. Shirley. He could be seen in and
around the parish at various events and was known for his “offbeat” sense of humor. He spent many years as a priest of the
diocese and will be greatly missed. Please pray for his eternal repose and continue praying for all the priests of the diocese. His
funeral was held at 1:30 pm this past Friday at Corpus Christi Cathedral.

Supreme Court Hearing on Dobbs vs. Jackson
This past Wednesday, December 1st, the U. S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case of Dobbs Vs. Jackson Women’s
Health. The Mississippi law at stake in this case bans abortion after 15 weeks. The question before the Supreme Court is whether
all pre-viability bans on elective abortions are unconstitutional. This case could potentially overturn Roe v. Wade. A decision will
likely be reached in June of 2022. Please pray for a just outcome. Also pray for an end to abortion.

Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass
The Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Sunday, February 13, 2022 at the Corpus Christi
Cathedral with a light reception to follow in St. Joseph’s Hall. The Anniversary Mass is open to any couples celebrating their 25th,
50th, 60th, 65th, 70th, 75th, or 80th wedding anniversary between January 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022. To learn more and
to register online visit the diocese website at diocesecc.org/anniversarymass.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive citizen
in today’s world.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Dear Parishioners,
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving break. It is wonderful to be back on campus and see all the students excited to
be back at school. We have an exciting month ahead of us full of activities and events. Please take a moment to read the important
dates sections so you don’t miss out on anything coming up. We are looking forward to our La Posada on the 16th. Come and
commemorate the journey that Joseph and Mary made from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a safe refuge where Mary could
give birth to the baby Jesus. There will also be candy, funnel cake, tamales, popcorn, and hot chocolate for sale. Say hi to Santa
“Joey” the Blue Jay and see the beautiful live Nativity staged by our 6th graders. Buy your tamales here! https://my.cheddarup.
com/c/2021-la-posada You don’t want to miss this awesome event.
Know my door is always open and please call the school if you ever have any questions at 992-1343. Please follow us on Facebook
@stpiusxschoolcc, Instagram St.PiusXCSCCTX, and Twitter @StPiusXCSCCTX to stay up to date on our most current events.

St. Pius X Catholic School Winter Fund 2021
Christmas is right around the corner and we are wanting to reward our teachers and staff at St. Pius X
with a nice gift to say “Thank you” for always going above and beyond, especially over the past couple of
years. Many thanks to those of you that have already contributied to this fund. We’ve received $5,040.00
so far. We have an anonymous donor that is willing to match every donation, dollar for dollar, made to
our winter fund, up to $12,000! Our teachers have dedicated their teaching careers to Catholic education,
making significantly less than what public school teachers make. Our teachers/staff are here because they
want to be here and have the love of Christ in their hearts. Will you consider making a donation this year
to show your appreciation to our most deserving educators? You can write a check, scan this QR code
or visit our website. Just go to the contact us tab, and find the Winter Fund Donation link, or go directly to
https://square.link/u/PydsUrSe. Thank you!

Ways to Make Your Advent Meaningful
Advent is a very special time that helps us to prepare for Christmas. Very much like Lent, Advent is a penitential season that is
intended to prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming into our lives. We would like to offer these suggestions to help you make Advent
more meaningful:
1. Consider setting aside one day a week to do a little fasting. Skip a meal or deliberately eat less to tune up the spirit.
2. Light an Advent wreath every day and eat as a family for one meal. (Make an Advent wreath with a styrofoam ring, some
greenery, and 3 purple candles and one rose candle).
3. Do some spiritual reading every day of Advent.
4. Set up a nativity scene, but don’t put the baby Jesus in until Christmas to heighten the sense of expectation.
5. Invite friends to come to church on Sunday.
6. Do an act of charity every day or each week.
7. Participate in the Christmas Giving Tree Shoe Drive
8. Be helpful to family, friends, or co-workers
9. Pray for someone who is a stranger.
10. Journal

Stewardship Is A Way Of Life
Our parish is engaged in many different types of ministry that serves the People of God and helps spread
the Gospel message. We encourage you to support these ministries by your regular contributions. To make
a contribution, open the camera on your cell phone or tablet and scan this code, which will take you to our
contribution portal. Thank you for your generosity!
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 4th
8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
5:30PM † Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
Sunday, December 5th
8:00AM † Olivia Cardona by D. Havel
10:00AM † Anita Vallejo, Anniversary by her family
12:00PM † Adelfa N. Torres Annv. by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, December 6th
8:15AM † Florentino Sheldon by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
Tuesday, November 7th
8:15AM † Gussie Brocato by Monica Layton
5:30PM † James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
Wednesday, December 8th
6:30AM † Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Betty Schacherl Annv. by the Didear family
† Sam Ferris by Anthony & Nancy Habib
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Charlotte Groner by Thomas Groner			
Julian Galloway’s Health by his family
† Ernest Peña by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
† Jerry Martin by Evelyn Martin
12:00PM For the Parishioners
6:00PM † Jerry & Gloria Alvarez by Randy & Lynelle Murphy
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Frank Batttaglia by Andy & Norma Pye
† Claude T. Allen, Jr.by Joyce Zarsky
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly III well-being by James Kelly
† Diane Sehy by J.T.S.
Powell family’s Intentions
Thursday, December 9th
8:15AM † Bill Hennings by his family
Friday, December 10th
8:15 AM † Paul Irvin by John & Debra Janosek
5:30PM † Henry Villarreal by his wife
Saturday, December 11th
5:30PM † Leroy Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sunday, December 12th
8:00AM † Guadalupe Witt by Goldie Acuña
10:00AM † Deacon George Phillips by Estela and daughters
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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Financial Report for Sunday 11/28/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $9,206.44
Sunday Online...................... $4,515.00
Other Income........................... $100.00
Christmas Flowers................... $220.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $14,041.44
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $820.00
Total Other Contributions......... $820.00
Total Contributions.............. $14,861.44
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (12/02/21)..... $389,469.05
Ending balance............................ $0.00

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Connie Alvarado, Luis Alvarado, Theresa Alvarado, Kirk
Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke
Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida Benavides,
Georgie Benton, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman,
John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton,
Carlos Cardenas, Belle Carson, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain,
Dora Church, Carole Cotter, Nicole Cuellar, Harly Day, Sandy
DeGregorio, Pud’n Dellinger, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Bobby
Floyd, Jay Francis, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez,
Jared Groner, Dionne Gauna, Martin Gonzales, Felix Guerra,
Jr., Pauline Guinn, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Owen Harris,
Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark
Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank
Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Mary Mandujano, Christopher
& Linda Manka, Gilbert Martinez, Irene Martinez, Jack McCord,
Pat McLemore, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, John Morgan, Liz
Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Sandra Nicolas, Trent
O’Connell, Doug Odle, John & Jerilynn Okoniewski, Anna Fay
Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Linda Park, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos,
John Rank, Patricia Riek, Alexis M. Rodriguez, Oris Rodriguez,
Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Hedy Rosenast, David Russell, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Sandra Salinas, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick
Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Steve Schuster, Msgr. Richard Shirley,
Charles Skrobarczyk, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary
Ann Starkey, Gloria Swantner, Sharon Terry, Frances Thompson,
Mary Vasquez, Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams,
Helen Witzsche, Joe Zepeda and all those who asked for and
need our prayers.
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