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More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Second Sunday of Advent

Dear Friends,
The traffic on the freeway was horrendous. Our bodies were wearying of being jolted by the frequent
stops and starts while creeping along the road. We were trying to pilot our way out of the city of San Juan, Puerto
Rico toward the east. Our sights were set upon a visit to El Yunque National Forest. We were getting concerned
because we had a specific window of time to see it before we had to return for an evening event.
My classmate and I were part of a delegation of people who had traveled to Puerto Rico for the installation
of Archbishop Roberto Gonzalez as Ordinary of Archdiocese of San Juan. We didn’t want to travel all the way
to San Juan and not be able to take in a few sights as well. So we rented a vehicle and headed off to the east.
The chaos of the city traffic only enhanced our desire to get out to the forest and relax a bit. The stress
started to fade as the congestion diminished and we slowly left the city behind. Once out in the countryside,
my muscles began to relax and I started to see the tropical characteristics of the island. Not too long after, the
mountains and the forest came into view as we arrived at the park and found ourselves in the middle of very lush
vegetation. The air was heavy with moisture in a place that sees well over 200 inches of rain annually. There
was something so therapeutic about being in this natural environment.
We started hiking down a trail to see a waterfall, which was really the object of our trip. Walking along,
and trodding through the dense vegetation we anticipated seeing the beauty of the falls. Around every bend, we
thought we might come upon a clearing where the falls were, but we were only disappointed that they were not
there. Anticipation continued to build as we heard the noise of the water, but still did not see it. We pressed on
and finally we came to a clearing which gave us a view of the falls. There were other hikers who had made the
same trek and it was very refreshing to stop and take in the sight. The beauty of the falls made the strenuous
trek worthwhile.
Life is full of such experiences that require a bit of trial and a sense of longing before basking in the
satisfaction of the goal’s end. Here we are at the second Sunday of Advent and our journey toward Christmas
is well underway. Today, we hear the voice of John the Baptist calling out to the people to “Prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight his paths.” His message was one of repentance and a call to a change of life. The path
he was setting before them was a path to renew their hearts. He was preparing the people to encounter the
long-awaited Messiah.
Much like our trek to El
Yunque, life is a journey toward an
encounter with the Lord. Along the
way, there is a bit of a challenge, but
we look ahead with eager longing. The
journey requires repentance, a turning
away from sin, and forging ahead with
our sights set on the goal of eternal
life. Let us persevere on this trek.
Let us prayerfully open our hearts to
the coming of Christ. Our encounter
with the Lord will be worth everything.
Come, Lord Jesus, Come!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioners, Frank Battaglia and Norman Paris,
whose funeral services were held this past week. Please keep their families in your prayers.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Tuesday, December 8th, is The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. We will have
several Masses available to help you fulfill your obligation. We will have Vigil Mass on Monday,
December 7th, at 5:30 p.m. and Masses on Tuesday at 6:30 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 12:00 noon, and
6:00 p.m. Be sure to mark your calendars!

Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed Tuesday, December 8th, for the observance of The
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It will reopen on Wednesday, December
9th, at 9:00 a.m.

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious
The annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection will be taken up throughout the United
States next Sunday, December 13th. Despite the ongoing generosity to the annual RFR
collection, numerous religious communities struggle to provide for senior members. Proceeds
from the RFR offer supplemental support for strengthening retirement savings and meeting
such day-to-day needs as prescription medications and nursing care. Please be generous.

Men’s Club News

Youth Mass Band Leader
Mick Boudreau

The regular monthly meeting of the Men’s Club will be held Tuesday,
December 15th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, starting with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
For any men of the Parish who are interested in this ministry and fellowship
opportunity, please feel free to join us!

Medication Assistance Program (MAP)
Dolores Saenz
School Principal
Beth Hinojosa
(361)992-1343

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower Offering
envelopes. If you receive your envelopes in the mail, then you will have one of
these in your packet. Please return the Christmas flower envelopes by Friday,
December 18th, so that they can be included in our bulletin.

Maintenance
Ernie Peña, Jose Vasquez,
Yolanda Villarreal
Bulletin/Website Editor
Lisa Catchings

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Advent Penance Service
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you
to our Advent Penance Service on Monday, December 14th, at 12:00 noon.
Several priests from around the Diocese will be available for confessions at
each service.

Penance Services Around the Area
There will be penance services at the following parishes around the area: St.
Philip’s Penance Service on Dec. 9th at 6pm and St. Andrew by the Sea Penance
Service on Dec. 16th - 6:30pm.

Advent Bible Study Preparing for Christ
It’s not too late to join our Adult Faith Formation group this Advent as we
prepare for the coming of Christ. This year the Sunday Gospel readings will
be from the Gospel of Mark, which we’ll study together with Fr. Mitch Pacwa
in a series of 3 classes. There are still 2 classes left; Tuesday nights 7-8:30
pm starting December 8th & 15th, or the class will be repeated on Thursday
afternoons 2-3:30 December 10th & 17th. Drop-ins are welcome.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, December 6th
6:30PM – Life Teen - YC
Monday, December 7th
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, December 8th
OFFICE CLOSED
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Wednesday, December 9th
6:30PM – CCD teachers’ meeting – CC#1
6:30PM – EDGE - YC
Thursday, December 10th
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00 – 7:50PM – Confessions - PH
Friday, December 11th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Saturday, December 12th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Advent Reflection Series
There are still two Thursday night reflections for Advent, featuring Raymond
Pendleton, our pastoral year seminarian. They will be held on December 10th &
17th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Church. Please look forward to preparing your hearts
spiritually for the celebration of Christmas.

Let’s Make Christmas Music Extra Special!
Help fund our Christmas Music program! It has been a rough year for all
of us. The Coronavirus has affected all of our lives and even if we haven’t
been diagnosed with it, it has affected our mental, emotional, and spiritual
states. Despite the challenges of the year, we have so much to look forward
to. While the virus may be with us for some time in the days ahead, there is
hope around the corner. Perhaps Christmas will have extra meaning for us as
we realize that Christ came as a light to a darkened world. Since we will not
be able to have the full choir for Christmas this year, we are planning an extraspecial music program at our Christmas Masses. We will be enlisting the help
of musicians from the area to enhance the beauty of our celebrations. Be an
underwriter to help with the cost of hiring musicians. If you would like to be an
underwriter by contributing funds for this purpose, we will list your names in the
Christmas program to recognize your generosity. You can contribute at various levels:
Archangel – $1000.00 or more
Seraphim – $500.00 to $999.00
Cherubim – $100.00 to $499.00
Angel – $25.00 to $99.00
You can mail your donation to the parish office or drop in the collection basket
or by the parish office. There is also a fund set up in onling giving, “Christmas
Music”, that you can select to donate online.
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Life Teen and Edge are back this week. Our Life Teen high school ministry will be taking place on Sundays at 6:30pm in the
youth building and our Edge Middle School Ministry will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm also in the youth building. All of the same
health precautions that are in place at Mass will be in place at youth ministry events as well.

Simbang Gabi
There is a long-standing tradition in the Philippines to celebrate Simbang Gabi. Simbang Gabi is a devotional practice of
celebrating a novena of Masses (nine successive days) in anticipation of Christmas. Typically, the masses are celebrated at dawn
and the focus of the Masses are on the Blessed Virgin Mary. For this reason, there is a special indult allowing for the wearing of
white vestments (vs. purple) in honor of Mary during Simbang Gabi. Here at St. Pius X, the Filipino community of Corpus Christi
will be celebrating Simbang Gabi, but will do so in the evenings leading up to Christmas, starting on Dec. 16th at 7:00 pm every
night. Anyone is welcome to participate in this tradition. Due to scheduling, some nights may be celebrated in the parish hall.

Prayer Quilts
The Saint Rose of Lima Comforters prayer quilt ministry group is still making prayer quilts for those with long term or chronic
illness. If you know someone who could use a quilt, please contact Michiel Landers at 304-422-6141.

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter through any of the doors of the church and please sanitize your hands when you enter.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice
online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in front and behind you. Receive communion on
your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion, while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.

Silver And Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass
All couples celebrating 25, 50, or 50+ years of marriage between January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021 are
invited to register for a special Anniversary Mass. Due to the Pandemic, the Mass, which usually takes place at
the Cathedral and is celebrated by the Bishop, will take place in the parishes instead. All participating couples
and couples who may have reached either milestone in 2020 and did not participate in the Mass in 2020, will
receive a certificate from Bishop Mulvey recognizing their Silver or Golden Anniversary.
Our parish’s Mass will take place on February 14, 2021 at 10:00 am. here at St. Pius X.
If you will have reached this milestone and would like to participate, please contact the parish office at (361)9934053 to register. To receive an Anniversary Certificate from Bishop Mulvey, please submit the registration by January 18, 2021.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving
and productive citizen in today’s world.

CARTON TO GARDEN & PRAYER GARDEN
We now have a beautiful addition to our prayer garden. Our
mural is up, flowers planted, and birdhouses are hung. It is
truly a sight to see. Thank you to everyone who sent items that
contributed to our efforts. Thank you to Mrs. Perkins and Mrs.
Stovall for all their efforts.

LA POSADA
December 11th is almost here and... La Posada at St. Pius
X School is the place to be! Much like our Trunk R Treat,
our version of La Posada will be the perfect way to celebrate
JESUS, “the reason for the season”. Starting at 5:30 p.m. cars
will line up and go around to each decorated car for candy.
There will be Christmas Music blasting for all to hear! We
heard that Santa Blue Jay may make an appearance as well!
To top off all the fun we will have our 6th graders reenacting a
live nativity scene! We can’t wait! We do need a little help for
this though! SPX Parents, we ask that you please send in a
LARGE bag of Christmas Candy to help make our event even
more special! We will have Hot Cocoa for sale, Rocky Mountain
Candy Apples, Tamales, and most likely Pan de Polvo. We can’t
wait to see you there.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Religious Education Classes Getting Underway
Linda Lopez, one of our parishioners, will be coordinating
our Religious Education Program for this year.
She has participated in our religious education
programs and our Vacation Bible School for a
number of years. She is working to mobilize
our teachers and reach out to our families to
inform them of our upcoming classes. These are
challenging times because of the pandemic, but
we will be taking all precautions to make sure everyone involved
is safe and that they are adequately catechized and prepared
for the sacraments. Also, Raymond Pendleton, our pastoral
year seminarian, will be teaching the Confirmation Preparation
Class. We look forward to him sharing his knowledge with the
candidates for Confirmation. Please visit our website or call
our office to register for Religious Education.

Catechists Needed!
Don’t look around for others to volunteer! Sincerely ask
yourself if you could be a Catechist. We are ALL called to pass
on our faith! Our faith and love for God is not private. We are a
community called to serve one another! Please contact Linda
Lopez at (361)993-4053 if you are interested.

ACTS OF CHARITY
The Acts of Charity Ministry is up and running again!
If you are interested in helping as a committee member or a volunteer, please contact Lisa at the Parish
Office @ 361-993-4053.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.”

Individuals and families are encouraged to take part in the work of Christ in reaching our brothers and
sisters in need in our community.

UPCOMING EVENTS
CHRISTMAS Giving TREE benefiting the homeless (on-going through December 13th): Keep
bringing in those shoes! In addition, we need volunteers to help deliver shoes to local shelters.

SHARE A TACO (December 24, 2020 @7-whenever we run out of tacos): We are hosting a taco drive
thru event in our parking lot on Christmas Eve morning to wish a Merry Christmas to our neighbors and
community. We need volunteers to help prepare breakfast tacos, volunteers to pass out tacos and
volunteers for Christmas carolers.
We will practice all COVID safety precautions with these events.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 5th
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
5:30PM † Annette Wik by David Wik
Sunday, December 6th
8:00AM † Olivia Cardona Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Bill Hennings by Joan Hennings
12:00PM † Adelfa M. Torres by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, December 7th
8:15AM † Gussie Brocato by Monica Layton
5:30PM † Deacon Stan Millsap by Art & Lou Kaler
Tuesday, December 8th
6:30AM † Betty Schacherl Annv. by the Didear family
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
12:00PM For the Parishioners
6:00PM †Albert & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
Wednesday, December 9th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Didear family
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
† James W. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
Children of St. Pius X School by Peggy Didear
St. Pius X Men’s Club Int’s. by S. Tagliabue
† Deacon George Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
† Oscar Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
5:30PM † Leroy Kelly by Ken & Liz Kelly
† Henry Villarreal by his wife
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† David N. Scherzer by his family
† Judge Bonner Dorsey by Patricia M. Eisenhauer
† Sandra Sykora by Peggy Didear
† Mario Lopez by S. Tagliabue
† Gladys Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
Thursday, December 10th
8:15AM † Paul Irvin by John & Debra Janosek
Friday, December 11th
8:15AM † Bill Hennings by his family
5:30PM † Lupita Sifuentes by her family
Saturday, December 12th
5:30PM † Emil Krnavek Annv. by his family
Sunday, December 13th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Frances P. Guerrero by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
5:30PM † Trey Turner by Gladys Lippincott
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Financial Report for Sunday 11/29/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $7,531.00
Sunday Online...................... $4,192.00
Other income............................. $10.00
Memorials.................................. $25.00
Christmas Flowers................... $245.00
Christmas Music........................ $75.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $12,078.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $110.00
Total Other Contributions......... $110.00
Total Contributions.............. $12,188.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (10/31/20)..... $181,492.05
Ending balance................. $207,977.00

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael Campos,
Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia
Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero,
Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Sandy DeGregorio,
Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert
Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge,
Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann,
Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George Hoelscher, Graham
Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda,
Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez,
Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie
Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Barbara
Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary
Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez,
Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Joseph Rollins, John &
Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast,
Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee
Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna
Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy
West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and
all those who asked for and need our prayers.

