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First Sunday of Lent

Temptation. It is always lurking around every corner. Walk into the kitchen and you see a cookie sitting
there in the cookie jar. It looks so delicious. The thought of it tantalizes your taste buds. You aren’t really hungry,
but it seems to call out to you to eat it. You say to yourself, “Supper is only a couple of hours away, so I shouldn’t
eat it right now. However, you can’t seem to step away from the jar, so you just give in and pull off the lid, grab
a cookie, and eat it.
Temptation. It is hard to resist. You see your phone lying on the table. It is your connection to your
friends. You just want to pick it up and take a quick gander to see if your latest post has any “likes”. Your ego
gets a boost as you see those red notifications pop up and you are filled with anticipation to see who liked your
post and what kind of things they have said. Soon, you find yourself swiping through everyone else’s posts and
before you know it, you’ve wasted an hour or more on social media and you feel sour because you spent more
time doing that than doing more productive things.
Temptation. It can lead down a quick path to secrecy and lies. You see a suggestive image as you are
perusing news sites on the internet. It catches your eye and you scroll down to look at it. Soon, you become
entangled in a web of undignified things as you are enticed to glance at a website that you know has more
suggestive photos. Soon, you are plunging headlong into more graphic images that capitalize on your lust for
pleasure. Very quickly you get swallowed up by obsessive behavior that you are ashamed of.
Temptation can come in innumerable forms – from greed, to laziness, to self-indulgence, to gluttony,
to excessive materialism, to covetousness. In and of itself, temptation is neither moral or immoral. It is our
response to them where morality comes into play. Our response can either reveal weakness or heroism.
When Jesus went into the desert prior to beginning his ministry, it says that he was tempted. Our gospel
today is rather brief and it does not reveal much about how he dealt with temptation. Yet, we know that when
he emerges from the desert experience, he is victorious. He has withstood the trial and we can imagine him
walking away from the desert in a commanding way with powerful self-possession and great integrity. The trial
of temptation has somehow forged him with a purity of intention and clarity of purpose.
Jesus engaged in battle with temptation in the desert for our sake. We are called to imitate him.
As we walk these first steps into the “wilderness” of Lent, we are asked to address the temptations that we
face on a regular basis. We first have to learn to discern what those temptations are; to see them when they
present themselves. Often, we go through
our days not even thinking about them. We
are enticed and we submit. We crave and
we satisfy that craving. But Lent, causes
us to pause and to look more carefully at
what temptations may be acting upon us
every day. That is what our self-denial is all
about. Giving up something and learning to
recall what we have given up, is an act that
makes us more attuned to our cravings. It
causes us to ask the question, “Do I really
need this? Is it good for me? Will it affect
me negatively somehow?”
Our purpose is to work for our own
good. When we can curb those inclinations
in us to indulge ourselves, we become more
noble. We gain greater self-possession.
We increase in greater trust. It satisfies
a deeper and more interior longing. Of
course, any victory over temptation
requires prayer. Only through prayer can
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we appeal to God’s grace to help us. We
cannot overcome temptation through our own
willing it. We need a grace that comes from
God that empowers us to resist the temptation.
Ultimately, the goal is to overcome temptation
so that we can be filled with the presence of
God. Giving into temptations leaves us feeling
empty because we have tried to fill ourselves
with something that is transient and limited in
its possibility of satisfying us. However, when
we allow ourselves to be filled with God, there
is a deeper and more enduring satisfaction that
penetrates our hearts. It is all about foregoing
one thing for something greater.
Perhaps we can begin this Lent by
following Christ into the desert and learn from
him how sweet it is to gain victory over earthly
pleasures. Then we will emerge from this
experience with a greater nobility and selfrespect because we have warded off those
things that demean our true identity as children
of God.

Music Minister
Michael Mullins
Youth Mass Band Leader
Mick Boudreau
Medication Assistance Program (MAP)
Dolores Saenz
School Principal
Beth Hinojosa
(361)992-1343
Maintenance
Ernie Peña, Jose Vasquez,
Yolanda Villarreal

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Israel and Sylvia Tristan
who recently re- registered at our parish after
being away from Corpus Christi for a few
years. Also, Mary Delagarza, Raymond Perez
& Penelope, who recently registered at our
parish. We are glad to have them be an active
part of our growing faith community.

Bulletin/Website Editor
Lisa Catchings

Office fax: (361)992-0352

parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Welcome to CRS Rice Bowl 2021!
We are so happy
you’re joining us on this
Lenten journey to three
countries, where we’ll
learn how to help others
through CRS Rice Bowl. When you donate to
CRS Rice Bowl, you share your life and your
abundance with our global family in need.
Your generosity puts nutritious food on their
tables and helps them lead healthy lives and
reach their God-given potential! The season
of Lent gives us a wonderful opportunity
to reflect and make room in our hearts to
welcome the stranger. Through our prayer,
we encounter Jesus, who is present in the
face of every member of our human family.
When we fast, we encounter the obstacles
that stop us from fully loving God and our
neighbor. When we give alms, we share what
we have with others.

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road

Due to the inclement
weather last week, the
regular monthly meeting
of the Men’s Club will be
held this Tuesday, February
23rd, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, starting
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. For any men of the
Parish who are interested in this ministry and
fellowship opportunity, please feel free to join
us!! Masks are required and social distancing will
be observed.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053

Corpus Christi, TX 78412

Men’s Club Meeting Rescheduled

		
		

Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
Make your Lenten Observance extra special this year! Join us for daily Mass
at 6:30 a.m. during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash Wednesday. If you are
unable, consider joining us for any of the other daily Masses during the week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass
Please join us every Saturday during Lent. We will have Mass at 8:15 a.m.,
preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines for Fasting and Abstinence
Please remember that Lent is a time for penance in order to draw us out of
our own selfishness and attend to the voice of God in our lives. As a part of our
observance of Lent, we are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Fasting consists of eating only one full meal and two smaller snacks (the two
snacks, when added together should equal no more than one meal). Fasting
is required of all Catholics 18-59 years of age. Abstinence is required of all
Catholics age 14 and older and consists of refraining from eating meat on all
the Fridays of Lent. Meat includes red meat and poultry. Fish and vegetables
are acceptable.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, February 21st
3:00PM – Catholic Scouting Comm. – CC#1
Monday, February 22nd
6:00PM – Confirmation class – CC#2
7:00PM – WWP – YC
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, February 23rd
Wednesday, February 24th
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, February 25th
9:15AM -WWP- YC
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF & CC#1
7:15PM – Confessions – PH
Friday, February 26th
Saturday, February 27th
1:00PM – Wedding - CH
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday evening
of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The stations are a long tradition,
which has basis in the ancient Church when people made
pilgrimages to the holy sites where Jesus exercised his
ministry. Over time, people began to trace the steps of
Jesus on the road to Calvary within their own churches,
particularly when it was no longer safe to travel to the Holy Land. Join us in
keeping this tradition alive. It only requires one-half hour of time.

40 Cans for Lent!
Once again, our Acts of Charity ministry is sponsoring “40
Cans for Lent”! You are asked to bring in one can of food
for each of the 40 days of Lent, February 17 th – March 28th,
to be left in the containers that will be placed in the back of
the church. Please bring canned or bagged items, nothing
frozen or perishable. Your sacrifices and these cans will be
donated to the Food Bank of Corpus Christi.

Easter Flower Offering
Please donate for Easter Flowers! For those who receive contribution
envelopes monthly, you will find an envelope for Easter Flower offerings in your
packets. Those who don’t receive envelopes in the mail can find flower offering
envelopes for your convenience at the doors of the church. If you would like to
make a contribution, please return the donation to the church by Sunday, March
28th, so that donor’s names can be included in our Easter Bulletin.
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Growing in
Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

FAITH

™

February 2021

St. Pius X Catholic Church
www.stpiusxcc.org

One Minute
Meditations
Struggle and prayer
During hard times, we can bring
our true emotions, concerns, and
fears into prayer. Lay it all at the
feet of Jesus. Let His wisdom
and love provide confidence
and hope, even when our
own emotions are in disarray.
Struggling is normal and
helpful to growing in faith.
Standing before God in
truth is a sign that we are
in a right relationship with
Him.

The human person
Human beings are the
clearest reflection of God
among us. That makes human
life sacred. The Catholic
Church proclaims that the
dignity of human life is the
foundation of a moral vision
for society.
Catholics are called to work
to uphold the dignity and
rights of all people. Catholics
work for the good of
everyone, especially working
to support marriage and
family.
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“In all created
things discern the
providence and
wisdom of
God, and in
all things give
Him thanks”
(St. Teresa of
Avila).

Grow in love during Lent
The point of the season of Lent is to
transform our hearts – to become new,
ready to greFt our new life at Easter. “A
new heart I will give you, and a
new spirit I will put within
you; and I will take out
of your flesh the heart
of stone and give
you a heart of flesh”
(Ezekiel 36:26). We
can use this time in
the desert to live
lives of love for
God and for
one another.
Affirmation:
Recognizing and
acknowledging the
valuable qualities
of a beloved
builds feelings of trust,
safety, and wellbeing. Offer
God praise from your heart. Don’t keep

it to yourself, speak it out loud. Tell
others how awesome He is and what He
can do for them.
Attention: Spending
time with God, one on
one, is vital to getting
through the day in His
friendship. Give Him
your attention each day,
tell Him everything, and
listen to what He says
back to you. Being a good
listener will benefit all
your relationships, too.
Gifts: There is no
point trying to impress
God. He needs nothing
that we have. However, we
can give Him a gift from the
heart. We can tithe, offer
service, attend Mass, repent,
change our lives to live His law. We
can act as His hands and feet on Earth.

Why do Catholics pray?
Prayer is the raising of
one’s mind and heart to
God, asking for good
things in harmony with
His will. Christian prayer
is the lifeblood of an
intimate relationship
of the children of God
with their Father, with
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his Son Jesus Christ, and with the Holy
Spirit who dwells in their hearts.
All religions, and salvation history
in particular, testifies to the human
desire for God. And God
continues to draw every
person to the mysterious
encounter known as
prayer.

School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.
Blue Jay Families and Parishioners,
It has been a long week for all of us. I pray that you have all been able to stay warm and safe. I would like to report how incredibly
moved I am by our dedicated and caring staff here at the school. We were able to offer our lessons and our love to our students
despite the obstacles many families faced over this last week. Father Paul reminded us during Wednesday’s homily that the love
of Christ is what is most important and to always remember who Christ wants us to be. Let us not get distracted and not forget
what God’s purpose for us is. During these trying times, our families reached out to each other to ensure everyone had what they
needed. I pray that our children will look back at this time and remember how God provided and protected us this week. If you are
in need of anything please reach out to the school. We will help with what we can. May God bless you and keep you safe. Know
that you are in our prayers and loved by your Blue Jay family. God Bless.

Our Creator Makes All Things
Bishop Mulvey is reaching out with a Pastoral Message and Dedication to
St. Joseph as we seek to rebuild our parish communities. He is also launching a
special Appeal For Families. This will replace this year’s Bishop’s Stewardship
Appeal. If you are able to help other families, please pledge at DioceseCC.org

Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph. In these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need
a father-figure to help guide us. St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to provide us with stability and protection. We encourage you to
use this prayer during this year.

Prayer to St. Joseph
Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of
virgins, were committed; I pray insistently and beseech you by these dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being preserved from
all uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste body, ever most chastely serve Jesus and Mary all the days of
my life. Amen.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with God? We
would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come spend some time
in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful
after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!

Traveling Monstrance Coming To Our Parish Soon!
We are embarking upon a tremendous opportunity to unite the Body of Christ in a profound way within our diocese. Parishes are
taking part in a diocesan-wide program that will unite the Diocese of Corpus Christi in prayer through the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. A Traveling Monstrance is making its way from parish to parish with the sole purpose of uniting us in prayer before
our Lord in Holy Hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in preparation of the Feast of Corpus Christi. After traveling the entire
diocese, the monstrance will be used at our diocesan Feast of Corpus Christi celebration scheduled on June 3, 2021. Once we
know the dates that it will be here in our parish, we will let you know.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 20th
8:15AM † Claude Allen by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM † Christopher Janosek by John & Debra Janosek
Sunday, February 21st
8:00AM † Ethel Dulak by Angela & Randy Wendel
10:00AM For the Parishioners
12:00PM † Gabriel Hinojosa by his mother
5:30PM † Alberto Hinojosa by the Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa fam.
Monday, February 22nd
6:30AM † James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Evelyn Manshein by Joanie Whitworth
Tuesday, February 23rd
6:30AM † Dora Almendarez by Lucy Boydd
8:15AM † Paul Hanselman, Jr. by Angela Wendel
Wednesday, February 24th
6:30AM † Maury Jarell by Wynette Jarrelle
8:15AM † Andrew Gonzales’s Intentions by Janie Baish
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner
† Patricia Gore by family
† Donna Tindall by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
† Patricia Paris by Norma Pye
5:30PM † Jose Luis Suarez by family
† Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being the James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Eddie Cruz by Judy Cruz
Thursday, February 25th
6:30AM † Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
8:15AM † Eugene R. Hrlicka by Naida M. Hrlicka
Friday, February 26th
6:30AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
8:15 AM Barrera/Hoy family by Rita Hoy
5:30PM † Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, February 27th
8:15AM † Larry Ganley Annv. by Elaine Ganley
5:30PM † Clara Weeland Annv. by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal
Sunday, February 28th
8:00AM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by John & Debra Janosek
10:00AM † David N. Scherzer by Grace Scherzer
12:00PM † Frank Battablia by his wife
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Heriberto D. Ramos, OD

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
Board Certified, American Board of Optometry
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7042 S. Staples Street, Suite 101, 78412
361-980-0523
www.completefamilyeyecare-cc.com
BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 02/14/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $9,504.00
Sunday Online...................... $4,233.00
Other Revenue........................ $700.00
Memorials................................ $100.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $14,537.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity........................... $80.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Ash Wednesday........................ $85.00
Total Other Contributions......... $265.00
Total Contributions.............. $14,802.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (1/31/21)....... $209,238.18
Ending balance................. $180,230.87

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole Cuellar., Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Harly
Day, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia,
Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra,
Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand, Janice
Harney, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth
Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James
Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez,
Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda
Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris,
Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Sandra R. Nicolas, Trent O’Connell,
Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos,
John Rank, Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy,
David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West,
Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all
those who asked for and need our prayers.

