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“To renew all things in Christ”

First Sunday of Lent

Dear Friends,
A challenge can build character in a person. This is particularly true when that challenge is a few days in
the desert. Out there, there are many lessons to be learned.
A number of years ago, I was backpacking with a fellow seminarian through Guadalupe Mountains National
Park in the western-most part of Texas. That little trip was to be one of the most adventurous and trying wilderness
trips I would ever take. There were no luxuries and we would have to utilize all the camping skills at our disposal
in order to make it through.
The trip started relatively easy with the lightly packed backpacks we carried to conserve energy and prolong
endurance. The first four miles went rather quickly through mostly level terrain. Then, we began our ascent up
into the mountains after a half-hour stop for a bite to eat and refill our water bottles from the river. We learned
quickly that this would not be an easy trek. We had to conserve water, measure our food intake, and be light on
our feet. The heat of the day, the thin air at that altitude, the energy expended, the soreness of our muscles, and
many other factors came into play. There were no soft recliners, air-conditioned houses, or nice convenience
stores to run to for a little refreshment. It was us and the land.
Water became our most precious commodity. After hours of hiking and exhaustion, we reached the top of
the mountain ridge with hardly any water left. We spent the night recuperating, managed to secure some water
from a trail crew working along the ridge, and we set out again on our backpacking adventure.
Throughout the remainder of the journey, we had some interesting encounters with rattlesnakes along the
path, including one that was coiled to strike! A little patience eventually paid off as the snake lost interest and
gave me clear passage. We also faced skunks, raccoons and various other varmints. We had to keep a lookout
for mountain lions, bad weather, and hypothermia.
Perhaps the most difficult aspect of the experience was the interior battle against the temptation to give
up. We stuck it out and now I have a memorable experience to share. I look back now and I can see how that
wilderness experience forged tenacity, strength of mind, and reliant trust within me. Ultimately, it was a very
freeing experience that taught me what I was capable of. That is what the desert experience does.
In a sense, Lent is a kind of desert experience. We forego some of the conveniences of life, we make
sacrifices, we practice penance and fasting, and we deny ourselves things in order to foster greater spiritual
resilience and to turn away from those things that obstruct us from a vibrant relationship with God. The Lenten
journey is one that challenges us to face those parts of ourselves that we often ignore. It helps us to hone in
on what is of the greatest significance in
our lives. It develops a discipline of life
that requires us to make better choices for
ourselves – choices that lead to a more
favorable relationship with God.
Outside of Lent, we live in a world
that is increasingly a wilderness. We are
all facing challenges that are causing us
to face certain realities. More and more,
we are facing a society that is hostile to
what we as Christians espouse. Many
entities are encroaching upon our free
practice of faith, while others are endorsing
or imposing moral values that conflict with
our principles. Violence and lack of civility
and respect are becoming more prevalent.
Fellow Christians are being subject to brutal
massacre because of senseless ideology.
All of these are “wild beasts” that are
calling for a response from us. Current
world circumstances are challenging the
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character of our faith. To be sure, the milieu
in which we live can either make or break
us. Can we stand up to these challenges to
secure a better world for our children? Can
we be tenacious enough to stand up for what
we believe in the face of increasing threat
to our beliefs? Let’s use this Lenten time
to shore up the foundation of our faith, to
foster those solid traditions that cause us to
persevere, and to fine tune our spiritual lives
so that we can withstand the storms that batter
against us!
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Please pray for the repose of the souls
of Maria Flores, aunt of parishioner Lynnell
Murphy, and Ofelia Rosas, mother of
parishioner Angie Quiroz, who were buried
through our parish last week.
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Stations of the Cross - A Lenten
Tradition
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Join us for Stations of the Cross every
Friday evening of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The
stations are a long tradition, which has basis
in the ancient Church when people made
pilgrimages to the holy sites where Jesus
exercised his ministry. Over time, people
began to trace the steps of Jesus on the
road to Calvary within their own churches,
particularly when it was no longer safe to
travel to the Holy Land. Join us in keeping
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2015 Catholic Stewardship Appeal
Thank you to all who responded so
generously to the 2015 Catholic Stewardship
Appeal last weekend. Each year the success
of the campaign depends on you. Once
more this year, you have done a wonderful
thing; your pledges and gifts have helped
to assure that the Catholic Stewardship
Appeal will be able to continue its mission
of building the faith community throughout
the Diocese of Corpus Christi. For those
of you, who were not here last weekend or
for other reasons have not yet made your
pledge to this year’s Catholic Stewardship
Appeal, please consider a pledge by picking
up a brochure/pledge envelope in your pew
or the foyer of the church. You may return
the completed form to your Parish office or
mail it directly to the Catholic Stewardship
Office. You can also give securely online
or share the CSA video at diocesecc.org.
Again, thank you for being a good steward
of the gifts God has given you by returning
back to him a portion of His gifts.

Blood Drive at St. Pius
Give a Little Love! Give a Little Blood!
There is a blood drive today, Sunday,
February 22nd from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. All
donors will receive Sonic coupon and donor
store points!
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† May They Rest in Peace

this tradition alive. It only requires one-half
hour of time.

www.spxcc.org

Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Women’s Circle Meeting
The Women’s Circle will meet this Wednesday, February 25th, at 7:00
p.m. in the Parish Hall. We welcome all ladies of the parish.

Lenten Fish Fry
Our choir is holding their annual Lenten Fish Fry. It is
held on every Friday during Lent, except for Good Friday,
April 3rd. Serving times are 4:30pm-7:00pm in the Parish
Hall. The cost is $8.00 per plate and includes fried Talipa,
french fries, cole slaw, green beans and hush puppies.
For $1.00 extra you can substitute a baked potato for the
fries, or you can get just a baked potato with the fixings for
$4.50. Dine in or take out.

Hungering for a Better Life
Our journey with CRS Rice Bowl begins in
Tanzania, where a simple soybean is changing
lives! What actions can you take this Lent
to change lives – at home and around the
world?

To St. Pius X Parishioners:
This year our entertainment is going to be superb for the St. Patrick’s
Day Festival & Brunch. As in the past we will have our favorite Irish Band,
GRAVEL WALK. These magical musicians can make us jump for joy or
shed a tear when they play & sing “Oh, Danny Boy” one
of the saddest but most beautiful love songs in Ireland.
As many of you recall, Sister Patrick Bruen spent many
marvelous years here at St. Pius X with us. She had a
special love for “Oh, Danny Boy.” It could not be played
without a tear or two slipping out of her eyes. Her
response to my asking her if she was crying was: “Sure
and why not? ... such a heart touching moment!” As she
so aptly stated, it will be a “heart touching moment” for us too since the
music we hear this year will be some of that wonderful Irish music straight
from the Auld Sod. Additionally this year not only do we have robust Irish
music but we also have the talented Gildea Irish Dancers who will own
the stage with their high kicking steps as they jump to new heights to
twirl and turn until they reach (in Sister Patrick’s words) “heart touching
moments.” Too much fun, you ask? Not a bit of it, our St. Patrick’s Day
Irish Festival this year with all this entertainment will also have a grand
Irish meal prepared by our very own St. Pius X Leprechauns. Did I mention
Irish Coffee and green beer? Friends, please do not miss it!

Knights of Columbus
All Knights are welcome. Please join us every Sunday
at 9:25am to pray a weekly 20 minute rosary in the main
church. It will be led by our St. Pius Knights of Columbus
Council 11567. (Between the 8am & 10am masses.)

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, February 22
Sale of St. Patrick’s tickets after Masses
8:00AM-12:00PM–Alhambra Breakfast – Cafeteria
9:00AM-2:00PM -BLOOD BANK
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
Monday, February 23rd
1:00-3:00PM – Bridge Group #2 – CC#1
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
7:00-8:00PM – Confirmation class – YC & CC#1
7:00PM – Scouts - Cafeteria
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1
Tuesday, February 24th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
6:30PM – CMSE Core Class – CC#1
Wednesday, February 25th
7:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
8:00AM-2:00PM – School class pictures - PH
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP- CC#1 Office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:00-5:00PM – Altar Society - PH
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
5:30-8:00PM – CCD - CC#1&2 & Cafeteria
7:00PM – Women’s Circle - PH
Thursday, February 26th
10:00AM – Altar Society Card Party- PH
12:00-1:00PM – Depression Support Group – R
1:00-3:00PM – Serra Club - YC
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Class – CC#2
6:00-7:00PM – Wolf Scouts - Cafeteria
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, February 27th
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – YC
2:30PM- School Stations of the Cross – CH
4:15PM – Wedding Rehearsal - CH
4:30-7:00PM – Fish Fry – PH
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross - CH
Saturday, February 28th
5:30-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
8:00-10:00AM – Men’s Club Retreat – CC#2
1:00PM – Wedding – CH
6:30PM – Baptism - CH
6:30PM – Sale of St. Patrick’s after Mass
Sunday, March 1st
Sale of Girl Scout Cookies after Masses
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
No Baptism class during Lent
3:30-5:30PM – Scout classes - Cafeteria
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Altar Servers
Edge
Wednesday, Feb. 25 - Social Night Social nights serve to build
community between the youth and their peers as well as between
youth and the volunteers. Come join us as we have a great time
together playing Capture the flag.
Wednesday, Mar. 4 - Sacred Places: Where do I Pray?
We are excited to announce that this years Edge Middle School
Retreat will be April 18-19. We invite all middle school youth to
join us at Camp Zephyr as we dive into the mystery of God and
discuss how, although God is far beyond our comprehension, He
can still be known. Registration is now open and you can pick up
registration forms at the Youth Building. We will also be handing
out forms at Edge on Wednesday.

Life Teen
This week we start a series on Lent that will last through the
entirety of Lent. This series will discuss different aspects of Lent
and what it means to us as Catholics.
Sunday, Feb. 22 - Dirt-Head: Intro to Lent and Ash Wednesday
Sunday, Mar. 1 - Why So Fast?: Fasting
The Life Teen Retreat this past weekend went very well. We
want to thank all the people who helped cook and prepare the food
for us on our return home. It was wonderful and we appreciate
all you did for us. We want to invite and encourage all the Youth
that attended the retreat to join us at Life Teen. We hope to see
you there!

International Order of Alhambra
The Alhambra, is a Catholic men’s organization whose missions
are:
-Spirituality/Sociability - Family social events with Sultanas
(women’s partner organization)
-Assistance to the developmentally challenged. Including support
for Catholic Charities office for the disabled, monthly Mass and
meal service, summer camp meal service and support, Easter egg
hunt and supplies, Thanksgiving and Christmas masses and meal
service, Father Walsh recognition event and Spiritual Olympics.
-Catholic historical site preservation. Including plaque
dedications to Catholic significant historical locations.
On February 22, the 8:00am Mass at St Pius X is in memory
of deceased Alhambrans. Please contact PGC Jim Trammell
814-0090 or any member for information, participation and
membership.
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February 27th – Stations
of the Cross 7:00 pm
Hannah Cazalas
Preston Cazalas
Pierson Cazalas

Sun. 10:00 a.m.

February 28 & March 1
Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Kyle Pekar
Hannah Cazalas
Preston Cazalas
Pierson Cazalas

MC Blake Martin
MC Aaron Martin
Matthew Montez
MC Andrew Montez

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Joseph Tarin
School Servers

Sun. 5:30 p.m.

Sun. 8:00 a.m.

MC Olivia Tamez
MC Josh Ramirez
Kyle Wendel
Sarah Ramirez

MC Cristian Toren
Benjamin Toren
Joseph Toren
Nichole Morales

LECTORS
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT
FEB. 28 SAT		
5:30P.M.
FEB. 28 SAT		
5:30P.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
8:00A.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
8:00A.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
10:00A.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
10:00A.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
12:00NOON
MAR. 1 SUN
12:00NOON
MAR. 1 SUN
5:30P.M.
MAR. 1 SUN
5:30P.M.

Fred McCutchon
Dotti Hill-Duerr
Dennis Diersing
Joan Hennings
Kathy Clark
Jennifer Krnavek
Geri Rick
Mary Scott
Frank Pompa
Allyson Kroeger

Why do Catholics follow
bishops?
After his resurrection, Jesus
sent his Apostles on a universal
mission: “‘Go therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing
them…and teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded
you’” (Matthew 28:19-20).
The Apostles left bishops as their
successors to continue teaching
the faith. The pope and the bishops form the Magisterium,
the teaching authority of the Church. The Magisterium, guided
by the Holy Spirit, protects Church teaching from serious
mistakes and teaches us how to live our faith.

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Pre-registration for the 2015-2016 school year
is continuing. Pre-registration will open tomorrow to the public,
so if you know of anyone who wants to provide a great Catholic
education for their child(ren), send them our way. We would
love to give them a tour of the school and show off our Blue Jay
students.
This past week, we began pre-registration for parishioners who
have children not currently enrolled in our school, had a Lenten
Retreat for our 3rd – 6th graders with Sister Barbara Bluntzer, an
Ash Wednesday Mass, a School Advisory Council meeting, a trip
to the TAMUCC PAC for a Symphony Concert, and we began our
school led Stations of the Cross on Friday. This week we will have
a Student Council meeting, take class group pictures, participate
in basketball games and continue our school led Stations of the Cross.
Our 12th Annual Golf Classic is moving forward very nicely.
Having the tournament at the Corpus Christi Country Club again
this year seems to be a good drawing card. Those who don’t
normally get to play golf there will have a chance to play on this
beautiful course. It’s happening on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at
12:00 p.m. If you are interested in playing in this tournament,
contact the school at 992-1343. We will send you a form for
signing up. The tournament will include lunch, nice prizes for the
top winners, and a silent auction at the awards ceremony after
the play.
In addition to the tournament, we are having a raffle, and we
need everyone’s help in selling the raffle tickets. Around the 1st
week of March, either by US mail or through your child, you will be
given a book of 10 tickets that we hope you will sell or purchase.
Each ticket costs $2. The stubs and money can be mailed or
dropped off at the school office or rectory. The lucky winners will
be determined on April 15th, the day before the actual tournament.
You do not have to be present to win. We are still looking for a few
sponsors; so if you own a business and are interested in being a
sponsor, please let us know.
Two weeks ago, our school received a check in the amount
of $5000.00 from the Marguerite Sours Foundation. We have
received money from this foundation for the past several years.
This money will be used to update and/or replace some of our old
technology equipment and software. In addition, the St. Pius
X Altar and Rosary Society gave a donation of $25 in memory of
former member Dorothy Krause. This donation will go into our
school endowment fund. St. Pius X School could not continue
to exist without these generous donations. Thank you Sours
Foundation and Altar and Rosary Society.
Continue to pray for the success of Catholic schools and God Bless!

CMSE
Please make sure that you card is
up to date if you are serving in any
ministry in the parish.
There will be a CORE class next
Tuesday, February 24th, at 6:30 p.m. in CC #1.

St. Pius X School’s Annual Rummage Sale!

April 11, 2015
7am-12 noon
Spring is in the air and thus Spring Cleaning time is here!
Clear out your attic, clean up your garage, tidy those closets
and cabinets and donate your unwanted items to the St. Pius
X Catholic School Rummage Sale! Donations will be accepted
April 6th – April 10th from 8am-4pm in the Parish Hall We need
donations of: household items, toys, children’s items, antiques,
sporting equipment, furniture, clothes, electronics, etc.

Intercessory prayer – a double blessing
When we pray for others, we
offer powerful help for someone in
need. It’s the best action we can
take for others. Intercessory
prayer is also a gift for the one
who prays.
Prayers of friends can save.
Remember when a group of friends lowered a paralyzed man
through a roof so Jesus could cure him (Mark2:1-12)? Jesus
was clearly touched by their devotion. His usual response
when asked for healing was, “your faith has saved you.” This
time he said, “The faith of your friends has saved you.”
Place friends’ needs before Jesus. In the Gospel story,
Jesus changed the man’s life and amazed all who watched.
Imagine the kind of difference we can each make when we
ask Jesus to help our friends.
Prayer blesses both the one who prays and the one prayed
for. Those for whom we pray are blessed by the positive effect
of our prayers. We are also blessed by the connection prayer
gives us to God and by seeing the results of our prayers.
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Financial Report for Sunday 2/15/2015

Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 21st
8:15AM † Johnny Lee Mokry by Marie Habeeb
		
5:30PM † Dora Almendarez by Boyd, Swoboda & Almendarez families

		February 22nd
Sunday,

8:00AM † Alberto Hinojosa by Ramirez, Leal & Hinojosa families
10:00AM † Bruce A. Balli by family
† Christian Vasquez Ramirez’ Annv. by Marie Vasquez & family
12:00PM † Antonio S. Arsuaga by Arsuaga Family		
		
5:30PM For the Parishioners

Monday, February 23rd

6:30AM † Ray Cervantes by Dr. & Mrs. Richard Carlson
8:15AM † Deceased Members of Dorothy Mathews Family

Tuesday, February 24th

6:30AM † Dorothy Krause by Pat Booth
8:15AM † Dionicio Laurel’s Anniversary by Elva Laurel
† Kenneth Harbey by Chuck & Sondra Bacalas

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $16,759.65
Sunday Online...................... $2,875.00
Other Donations...................... $400.00
Total Operating Revenue... $20,034.65
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Acts of Charity...................... $1,235.00
Ash Wednesday........................ $27.00
Total Other Contributions..... $1,287.00
Total Contributions............. $21,321.65
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Feb.9, 2015........ $108,711.57

Wednesday, February 25th

6:30AM † Michael Conwell by family
8:15AM † Pedro Yu Tiamco by family
5:30PM † Don Leiser by Sadie Aboud
† James Sedberry by Pat Booth

Thursday, February 26th

6:30AM † Theoford Bowers by Dr. & Mrs. Richard Carlson
8:15AM † Johnnye Lee Mokry by Marie Habeeb

Friday, February 27th

6:30AM † James Sedberry by John & Lucy Boyd
8:15AM † Larry Ganley’s Anniversary by Elaine
5:30PM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen

Saturday, February 28th

8:15AM † Bernard Boldt by Marie Habeeb & family
5:30PM † James Sedberry by John & Lucy Boyd

Sunday, March 1st

8:00AM † Antonio Arsuaga by the Arsuaga family
10:00AM † John Hudson’s Annv. by Hudson & Lennan families
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Kenneth Harbey by Chuck & Sondra Bacalas
7:30PM
Gioan & Anton by family
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Henry Aragon, Luisa
Arevalo, Sugar Arras, Ann Bednorz, James Buehrig, John
Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee Cantwell,
Sabrina Cisneros, Olivia Cordova, Shirley Currie, Andrea
Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado, Mark DeGaish, Pat & Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza,
Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear
Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Annie Dornak,
Liz Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Jay
Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Antonio
Garza, Dora Garza, Terry Garza,
Sally Gilbreath, Elida Gonzalez, Maria
Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner,
Jared Groner, Suzy Guzman, Marie
Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James
Hartman, Chris Holland, Josh Holland,
Graham Hughes, Ben Janosek,
Elizabeth Johnson, Dora Lambert,
Elva Laurel, Arlene Leep, Richard
Lewandowski, Dorothy Mathews,
Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano,
John Morgan, Sharron Odle, Patricia
Paris, Mary Lou Penne, Corbett Pool,
Sr., Robert M. Pope, Dolores Puckett,
Raymond Richter, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio,
David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen Shropshire,
Judy Slaughter, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Eian Stamp,
Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Kathy Sweeney, Lydia Tey,
Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino,
Luke Valdez, Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Liz Vrana, Melva
Walet, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for and need
our prayers.

