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Dear Friends,

•

January 12, 2020

The Baptism of the Lord

Throughout our lives, we have people ask us the question, “Who are you?” It’s an interesting question
that can be answered in a number of different ways. We could answer by saying that we are the son or daughter
of our parents. We could answer by telling people what our line of work is; that we are the head of a corporation,
or a manager of a business, or a professional musician. We could respond by telling the questioner that we are
a “Cowboys fan”, or a “teacher”, or a “party animal”. Most of these replies say something about us, but they
don’t necessarily tell people who we really are.
Who we are is not really defined by one of our characteristics or by our current employment. Those are
just aspects of us that only touch the surface of who we really are and don’t get down to our being. To get to the
core of who we are requires more than just information about what we do or what our likes and dislikes are.
When we look at the gospel for this weekend and at the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord that we
celebrate, we are made to ponder about the real identity of Jesus. It is Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan that reveals to
us his identity. In the Orthodox churches, this week is the feast of what we, as Catholics, celebrated last weekend.
Today is the Orthodox Epiphany. Whereas we Catholics celebrate the Epiphany as Christ’s manifestation to the
Three Wise Men, the Orthodox celebrate the Baptism of the Lord as the Epiphany. This makes sense in that
Jesus’ true identity as the Son of God is revealed when he steps into the waters of the Jordan to be baptized
and the voice from heaven exclaims that He is the beloved Son of the Father.
Either way, Christ’s identity is revealed. You might say that what we are given in this weekend’s gospel
is the answer to the question: “Who is Jesus?” Jesus is the beloved Son of the Father in whom the Father is
well pleased. It doesn’t state that Jesus is a great prophet, nor does it reveal that he is simply a carpenter. It
does not say that he is the son of Joseph and Mary. He is not defined by who his parents are or what he does,
but rather he is the Eternal Son of the Father who has come to save us.
We might ask the question: “Why did Jesus step into the waters to be baptized?” John’s baptism was
a baptism that recognized sin and
the need for conversion. However,
Jesus did not really need to be
baptized because he was sinless
and did not need conversion at all.
So why would he wish to undergo
baptism?
The answer lies in the
fact that Jesus wanted to make
the waters of baptism holy. His
entering into the waters with his
divine presence in some way
blessed all the waters of baptism.
When we are baptized then, we
become identified with Christ.
If we want to know who
we really are, perhaps the best
place to start is at our baptism.
Certainly we are all the sons and
daughters of our parents. This
may tell people a little about
who we are. Yet, we are each
unique individuals who have an
identity apart from our parents.
At our baptism, however, we are
grafted onto Christ. We become
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identified with Him. This gives us a unique
identity. Because we are baptized, there is
an ontological change (a change in our very
being) that says very clearly who we are. We
are children of God. We are Christians. We
live in Him.
If you think about it, this is a very
special thing. By our baptism, we are marked
as belonging to God. He imprints his divine
identity upon us, which changes us radically
and makes us uniquely special. That means
that no matter what, we belong to God. Who
are we? We are God’s children. He claims
us as his own and we are marked by Him. We
possess his life in us. We are beloved. That
makes all the difference in the world!
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The flowers in the sanctuary were donated
by Kay Kovaric in memory of John Kovaric.

Catholic Daughters of
the Americas
The Catholic Daughters of the
Americas invite all women of
the parish to attend their monthly meeting
on Sunday, January 12 at 2PM in CC
#2.Refreshments will be served. Come and
learn how they are making a difference in our
community and worldwide. Join us to share
our faith and reach out to our brothers and
sisters in need. For more information call 361537-4982.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING CLASS

Adult Faith Formation
Deacon Stacy Millsap
Director of Youth Ministry
Brandon Lutz

Flowers in the Sanctuary

May He Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
parishioner Roberto Pena whose funeral
mass was held here last week. Please keep
his family in your prayers.

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Len Gomez and his
daughters Kalea & Kayley, also, William &
Susan Erwin, who recently registered at our
parish. We are glad to have them be an
active part of our growing faith community.

Check your blue card to make sure it has
not expired! There will be one recertification
class in January on Tuesday, January 14th, at
6:30p.m. in CC #1.

Genesis to Jesus
It’s not too late! Come join our Adult Faith
Formation series, Genesis to Jesus, produced
by the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology.
We’ll take a panoramic 12-week journey
throughout salvation history. Classes are held
in the Youth Building on Tuesday evenings
(7-8:30 pm) and repeated on Thursday
afternoons (2-3:30 pm).

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Blood Drive Scheduled!
Giving so that others may live. Mark your calendars! The next Blood Drive
here at St. Pius is scheduled for Sunday, January 26th from 9 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Photo I.D. required. All donors will receive a T-shirt, and Out-back Steakhouse
coupon. While supplies last.

Santo Niño de Cebu Continues
One of the big feasts of the Filipino Community is the celebration of the Feast
of Santo Niño de Cebu, which honors the Christ child. They celebrate with a
novena of Masses leading up to the big feast on January 18th. If you would like
to experience this wonderful devotion, you are free to join us for Mass every
evening this week at 7:00 pm. The grand celebration will be on Saturday, January
18th, at 7:00 pm and will be marked by a Mass, special cultural dancing, and
food. Viva, Pit Señor!

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel distant
from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with God? We would like to invite
you to an hour of prayer in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00
p.m. Come spend some time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful
after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!

Grief Support
“Have you lost a spouse thru death or divorce?” We know it is painful and
lonely. We would like to help. Grief support sessions are held on Monday’s,
beginning January 6th at 7:00pm, at St. Patrick’s Church Parish Hall on Alameda.
Please call John Moses at 361-813-5825 or Charlene at 361-887-7603 for more
information.

Abortion – How did we get here?
The Pro-Life Ministry of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and the Diocese
of Corpus Christi are presenting this free seminar on Saturday, January 18th,
from 10:00am – 1:00pm, at St. Pius X Catholic Church Youth Building. Speakers
are Dr. Anthony Joseph and Dr. Benedict Nguyen. To register, or for more
information, call 361-774-8958.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, January 12th
Sale of Girl Scout Cookies after Masses
10:00AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC
5:30-9:00PM – LIFE TEEN – YC
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena - PH
Monday, January 13th
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena – CH
Tuesday, January 14th
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25PM – School – CH
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena – CH
Wednesday, January 15th
1:30-3:30PM – School – YC
5:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30-7:30PM – CCD– CC#1&2
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena – CH
Thursday, January 16th
1:00PM – Bridge groups – CC#1&2
4:30PM – Diocesan Young Adults - YC
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena - PH
Friday, January 17th
7:00-9:00AM – School – PH
2:00-5:00PM – Chess Club - CC#1
7:00PM – Santo Niño Novena – CH
Saturday, January 18th
6:00-8:00AM – TMIY – CC#2
8:00AM-3:00PM – Diocese – YC
10:00AM-12:00PM – Alhambra – CC#1
7:00PM – Santo Niño Feast Day – CH & PH
Sunday, January 19th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
ALL DAY – Vietnamese Celebration – PH
ALL DAY – Cubs - CAF
10:00AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC
5:30-9:00PM – LIFE TEEN - YC

Join Us on Valentine’s Weekend!
We would like to invite you to join us on a Shared Prayer Marriage Retreat
Valentine’s weekend, February 14-16. The retreat is held at the PAX Christi
Retreat Center, begins Friday evening and concludes on Sunday. What a gift to
your marriage! We will have fun activities and make some new friends, all while
learning new ways to place prayer and God at the center of our marriage. It
doesn’t matter how long you’ve been married; couples from 1 years to 53 years
have experienced the retreat. Each couple receives the gift God has waiting for
them. Join us! Contact Valerie or Frank Pompa @ pompavalerie@gmail.com
for more information.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER

Congratulations to the following class for
perfect attendance:
Sacramental Prep III — Catechist Linda
Lopez

LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
Life Teen is back this weekend with a Social to start off 2020!
Next week we will be starting a new series called Influencer.
Sunday, January 12 - Unwrapped Week 3: God’s gifts can
be surprising
Sunday, January 19 - Influencer Week 1: Be humble not arrogant

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
Wednesday, January 15 - Family Feud Game Night
Wednesday, January 22 - Fiat Week 1

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Enjoy a Free Subscription to FORMED
FORMED is the revolutionary digital platform that gives your
unprecedented access to video-based study programs, feature
films, audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s
foremost presenters. Whether fallen away or deeply engaged,
at the parish or on the go, FORMED amazing content 24/7 for
you to grow in your faith. The parish has purchased this as a
free gift to you. Go to https://formed.org/, click on “Sign Up”
and follow the instructions to register. You’re ready to access
the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! If you are
already registered with them, just click on “SIGN IN” in the top
right-hand corner.

School News By Interim Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.
After a nice little break, school is back in session. It was such a joy to see all those smiling faces on Monday
morning. As Father Paul mentioned in last weeks bulletin, I have been appointed Interim Principal at St. Pius X. It is
my pleasure to serve our school and its sweet students. I have felt the warmth and welcome from Father Paul, the parishioners,
teachers, parents, and students. I am dedicated and plan to serve as long as asked to do so. As some of you know, my husband
David and I both attended school here and are proud parishioners. We have three children, two of which currently attend St. Pius
X. St. Pius X holds a special place in my heart, I am invested, and I am happy to be here. I look forward to serving our school,
parish, and community.
Don’t forget to check out our St. Pius X Catholic School Facebook page, our Instagram, our Twitter Account @StPiusXCSCCTX,
and South Texas Catholic to view coverage of all events.

Upcoming Events
National Catholic Schools Week Jan 26th: School Mass @ 10 a.m.
Jan 27th: Parade @ 9 a.m. starts in church parking lot
Jan 28th: Spelling Bee in PH @ 8:30 a.m.
Jan 29th: Open House and STREAM Fair @ 9:30 a.m. at school
Jan 30th: Talent Show & PTO Meeting @ 6:30 in YC
Jan 31st: Basketball Game
Enchilada Dinner - Feb 1st we will conclude our National Catholic Schools Week’s Events. Plates are $7 and served from
11am-2pm. Tickets will be sold at the school office and after mass starting 1/18/20. Come and dine with us or pick up your plates
to go. Thank you for your support.
Rummage Sale - Time to clean out the garage again. We want your stuff! Our next rummage sale will be held on Feb 21st and
22nd. More details to come.
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Shed bad habits in the New Year
St. Thomas Aquinas
Against his family’s
wishes, St. Thomas
Aquinas joined
the newly
founded
Dominican Order of Preachers.
A brilliant, humble scholar, he
taught theology at universities
in Paris, Cologne, and Rome,
and advised popes, kings, and
students. His greatest
achievement was his Summa
Theologica, a thorough, logical,
concise treatise on the faith.
Exhausted by constant work
and travel, St. Thomas
collapsed en route to a Church
council and died at Fossanova.
He is the patron of students
and schools.

Well-placed faith

Bad habits are sinful inclinations
acquired through repetition. Unless
we overcome them, they come
between us and God and can destroy
our peace. Working to overcome our
bad habits puts us on the
path to true
holiness.
Identify
the root.
It sounds
simple, but
recognizing
what causes us
to sin repeatedly
is the first step to
overcoming the behavior. That doesn’t
mean it’s easy to do. It can be
uncomfortable to look at our failings,
but change won’t come without
courage. Ask for help if you need it.
Replace a bad habit with a good
one. Once we understand what is
behind our bad habits, we can replace

Our world is filled with pain,
sorrow, and suffering. Putting
our faith in worldly powers
guarantees disappointment.
Putting faith in God guarantees
that we will never be
disappointed.
“Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant depart in peace, according
to thy word; for mine eyes have
seen thy salvation which thou
hast prepared in the presence
of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to thy
people Israel" (Luke
2:29-32).
©    

them with new and healthy ways to
deal with the underlying issue. If we
overeat or drink too much when
stressed, for example,
we can adopt exercise
or meditation to cope
instead.
Eliminate triggers.
Make it easier to cure
bad habits by
avoiding the
conditions that
nurture them. Do
you want to avoid
eating junk food?
Don’t have it around you at
home or at work. Want to change a
gossip habit? Avoid the people with
whom you gossip. Change your
environment to change your behavior.
Find good influences. It may not be
necessary to lose your old friends, but
consider finding new ones who already
live the way you want to live.

Why are Catholics
called “catholic”?
“Catholic” means “universal.”
In the Greek, it also means
“wholeness” or “fullness.” Firstly,
the Church is catholic because
her members have a universal
mission. Jesus commanded
his Apostles to “go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them” (Matthew

28:19). Secondly, the Church is
catholic because, being founded
by Christ and united to him, her
members have the “correct and
complete confession of faith,
full sacramental life, and
ordained ministry in apostolic
succession” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) #830).
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 11th
5:30PM † Lowell Didear by his family
Sunday, January 12th
8:00AM † Charlie Gross by Chuck Gross
10:00AM † Dorothy Krause by Bob & Judy Buchanan 		
12:00PM † Reynaldo Ramirez by his family			
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, January 13th
8:15AM † Gumecinda Salinas Annv. by Art & Mary Salinas
Tuesday, January 14th
8:15AM † Dora Almendarez Annv. by Lucy Boyd
Wednesday, January 15th
8:15AM † Amy Castillo by Norman Paris
In thanksgiving to Santo Padre Pio by E. Garza
† Lupita Vasquez by her family
† Deceased members of the Didear family
† Alfred Hesse by Al & Adelle Hesse
† James E. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
†Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
5:30PM † Stella Pangilinan by Goldie Acuña
† Gloria Jock by Theresa Oglesby
† Larry Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† John A. Sheldon by F.T. Sheldon, Jr.
Thursday, January 16th
		
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by the Groner family
Friday, January 17th
8:15AM † Eugene Richter by David & Barbara Brown		
5:30PM † Michael Matter by Cindy & Fred Rodriguez
Saturday, January 18th
5:30PM † Buddy Moore by Lory Moore
Sunday, January 19th
8:00AM † Guadalupe Sifuentes Annv. & Nel Sifuentes by Juanita Elefante
10:00AM † Leslie Batte by the Reumuth family
12:00PM † Alvino Campos by his family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 1/5/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $22,558.33
Sunday Online...................... $7,328.00
Christmas Flowers..................... $20.00
Other.................................... $2,300.00
Filipino 1st Friday...................... $86.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $32,392.33
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $685.00
Retired Religious..................... $400.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,085.00
Total Contributions.............. $33,477.33
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (12/31/19)..... $121,600.29
Ending balance................. $267,868.76

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Jeanne
Baish, Art Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel
Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa
Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina
Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley
Currie, Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra
DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie
& Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd,
Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia,
Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Ashley Glorfield, Beatriz
Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie
Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain
Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl
Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Betty Kollaja, Dennis
Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill
Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Jack McCord, Pat
McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda
Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz,
Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick,
Jason Olog, Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma
Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins,
John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy
Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo
Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee
Saylor, David N. Scherzer, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton,
Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann
Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah
Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Helen
Witzsche and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

