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The Epiphany of the Lord
Dear Friends,
What is the most daring thing you have ever done? Bungee jumping? Skiing? Diving from a high dive?
Letting a tarantula crawl up your arm? The definition of daring may be different for each of us based upon what
our fears are or what we are willing to try. For some, a daring thing might be getting on a roller coaster. For
others, it may be something as simple as holding a bug in the hand. But back to my question: “What is the most
daring thing YOU have done?”
I’m not sure I could pinpoint one thing that I could consider the most daring. I’ve done a few things here
and there that tested my grit, but I’m not sure they would be considered exceptionally daring. Some years ago,
I went on a little vacation to Costa Rica with my classmate. He insisted that we go zip-lining, which is what you
do to see the monkeys in the rainforest canopy. I agreed to do it, though I was a little apprehensive. We arrived
at the location and received a brief instruction in the basics of zip-lining and then they hooked us up in the gear.
As we approached the steps to climb to the first platform, my classmate started to express his misgivings. I
started to chuckle at his nervousness even though I was the one who was apprehensive originally. I have to say
that I too was a little nervous, but somehow, by God’s grace, I started to feel at ease at the thought of doing it.
My classmate urged me to go first. I think he was still trying to get over the thought of dangling many
yards over the forest floor, so I took a deep breath and went on ahead. Once I shoved off and started coasting
through the trees, I felt a tremendous exhilaration. It wasn’t bad at all! The rest of the excursion was a thrill!
Even my confrere came around and found himself enjoying it.
On another occasion, I got up enough courage to go hit the ski slopes. I have to say that what I was
most fearful of was making a fool out of myself on the slopes. Fortunately, with some great instruction by a few
friends, I got the hang of it and found it to be one of the most invigorating experiences I have ever had. I can
see how people so easily get hooked on it. One particular instructor friend knew how to challenge me and push
me a little so that I would move on to more challenging slopes. Each time, I gained confidence and conquered
my trepidation. I now mark that as one of my favorite experiences and if I am ever able to get my knees in better
shape, I’ll go back again.
I can’t necessarily say that any of these or other things from my life’s repertoire are extraordinarily daring
things. Nevertheless, they were challenging things where I had to overcome some fear. I have a nephew who
has jumped out of planes on numerous occasions, and now he pilots aircraft in the armed services, but if there
is anyone who is a daredevil, it is he. He seems to have no fear. Needless to say, I have a lot of admiration for
him for that.
There is one thing that I have done
that I would consider to be really daring.
Many might not see it as daring, but I do.
What was it? I entered the seminary and
became a priest. For me, it took a leap of
faith to apply for the seminary and then an
even greater leap of faith when I offered
my life for service to the Church on the
day of my ordination. Abandoning myself
to a vocation was truly daring. What I was
doing was submitting myself to the Lord’s
guidance and trusting that he would supply
me with everything I needed to do what he
was asking me to do. That takes guts.
Many married people could just
as easily say the same thing about taking
that leap in marriage. It involves a risk that
can definitely be challenging. That’s a big
thing!
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As we enter the New Year, we have many things that lie before us. Like Mary who
said, “Yes!” To God without fully comprehending what her road ahead would look like, we are
asked to be daring by taking the leap of faith and surrendering our lives to him. May he give
us the courage!
This Feast of the Epiphany is a celebration of the Three Wise Men and the daring
journey they traveled to follow the star. It led them over rough territory, which eventually
culminated in their discovery of the child Jesus. Their encounter with Jesus changed them
and on their return home, they avoided Herod and rejoiced in what they had come to recognize
in the incarnation of Christ. When we dare to launch forward in faith, we can’t help but be
changed. Let us ponder the great mystery of Christ and let’s dare to rely on him as completely
as possible. We will be the better for it!
Happy New Year!
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Healing Mass Postponed
Our First Friday Healing Mass has been postponed to this Friday, January 8, 2021 at 5:30
p.m. We encourage those who are at-risk, or feeling ill, to remain home for your safety and
the safety others.

2021 Calendars Are Here!
Our 2021 Catholic Calendar are at the doors of the church this weekend. So that every
family in the parish has the opportunity to get one, please be sure to take only one calendar per
family initially, then you may pick up more copies the following week if needed. Many thanks
to Seaside Memorial Park & Funeral Home for their annual generosity of these calendars.

We Are Grateful For Your Acts of Charity!
We would like to express our gratitude to all of you who contributed to our parish shoe
drive, and to all who participated in the Share A Taco event that we sponsored on the day
before Christmas. Every little action of charity helps to brighten our world and to share the
gospel message of love! The Acts of Charity Ministry wishes all of you abundant blessings
in the New Year!
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Adult Faith Formation – Spring 2021 – Jesus; the Way, the
Truth and the Life
Jesus is more than a historical or theological figure. He is our Savior, our Redeemer,
our Lord, and our God. While many of us already know a lot about him, how well can we
say we really know him? Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Jesus: The Way, the Truth,
and the Life, presented by Ascension Press, is a new and fresh look at Jesus—who he
is, what he is really like, what he taught, and what he did for our salvation. This encounter
with Christ will inspire and empower you to center your entire life on him as you come to
know and love him in an ever-deeper and more intimate way. This awesome 10-week
series will be held at St. Pius X on Tuesdays 7-8:30 pm, starting January 19 and repeated
on Thursday afternoons 2-3:30 pm starting January 21. Please contact the parish office
to register.

Silver And Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass
All couples celebrating 25, 50, or 50+ years of marriage between January 1, 2021 and
December 31, 2021 are invited to register for a special Anniversary Mass. Due to the
Pandemic, the Mass, which usually takes place at the Cathedral and is celebrated by the
Bishop, will take place in the parishes instead. All participating couples and couples who
may have reached either milestone in 2020 and did not participate in the Mass in 2020, will
receive a certificate from Bishop Mulvey recognizing their Silver or Golden Anniversary.
Our parish’s Mass will take place on February 14, 2021 at 10:00 am. here at St. Pius
X. If you will have reached this milestone and would like to participate, please contact
the parish office at 361-993-4053 to register. To receive an Anniversary Certificate from
Bishop Mulvey, please submit the registration by January 18, 2021.

From the Parish Mailbox….
We thank you for the kindness you shared with us, being able to provide our families
the socks and shoes! Catholic Charities

Santo Nino De Cebu Celebrations
In the next few days, the Filipino Catholic Community will be celebrating the Novena
in honor of the Santo Nino de Cebu (Child Jesus of Cebu). It is an tradition dating back
to the 16h century revolving around the image of the Child Jesus which was given as a
gift by Magellan, the explorer, to Queen Juana of Cebu on the occasion of her baptism.
The image of the Santo Nino is considered to be miraculous as it was preserved from
destruction by a fire that destroyed the hut in which it was found. A great basilica houses
the image in the city of Cebu. Please pray for the Filipino Community during this important
devotion.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, January 3rd
Monday, January 4th
6:00PM – Confirmation class – CC#2
7:00PM – WWP - YC
Tuesday, January 5th
Wednesday, January 6th
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, January 7th
9:15AM – WWP - YC
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, January 8th
10:00AM – Chopin Competition - CH
Saturday, January 9th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Epiphany Thanks!
Every year, we host an event for all
of our volunteers on the Feast of the
Epiphany to show our appreciation
for your generous gift of yourselves.
This year, due to the pandemic, we
were unable to safely host the event,
but we wanted to take the opportunity
to express to so many of you who give
so generously to the various ministries
of the parish. Together, we form the
Body of Christ and all of our efforts
contribute to the furtherance of the
Gospel. The parish can’t do what it
does without you, so please accept
our appreciation. Have a wonderful
New Year!

U.S. Bishops Approve Certain COVID-19 Vaccines
The U.S. Bishop’s Conference just released a statement regarding the morality of
accepting vaccines for COVID-19. In summary, they find that “In view of the gravity of
the current pandemic, and because of the lack of availability of alternative vaccines”, it
is morally permissible to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna,
despite their very remote connection to morally compromised cell lines”. The not-yet
released vaccine from AstraZeneca, however, “is morally compromised in that it directly
used a cell line from an aborted infant in its design, development, and production.”
Therefore, the AstraZeneca vaccine should be avoided if there are alternatives available.
Please take this into consideration with regard to receiving vaccines for COVID-19. If you
would like more information, we can have it available for those who wish.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 2nd
8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
5:30PM † Ethel Dulak by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sunday, January 3rd
8:00AM † Doak & Josephine Russell & Randy Havel by D. Havel
10:00AM † Mario Lopez by Mike & Alma Ornelas
12:00PM Ashley Payne’s Intentions by her mother
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, January 4th
8:15AM † Paulita Barrera by the Barrera & Hoy families
Tuesday, January 5th
8:15AM † Alejandro & Humecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas
Wednesday, January 6th
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by the Didear family
Nicole Cuellar’s Intentions by Camille Habeeb –Hojnacki
† Gus, Rita & Pedro Barrera by Joe & Janie Vela
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Dirlene Casarez by Sharon Morrison
5:30PM † Maximina Rivera Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa fam.
† Barrera & Hoy family by Rita Hoy
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Kyck by James Kelly
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being the James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly		
Thursday, January 7th
8:15AM † Alene Koenig by Harley & Karen Day
Friday, January 8th
9:00 AM † Norman Paris by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM † Charlie Gross by Chuck Gross
Saturday, January 9th
5:30PM † Lucille Cunningham by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Sunday, January 10th
8:00AM † Bob Shirley by his family
10:00AM † Dorothy Krause by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Joseph Morrison by his mother
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon,
Allan Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black,
Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros,
Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner,
Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza,
Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger,
Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine
Elwood, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd,
Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel
Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs,
Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez,
Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix
Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand,
Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr.,
Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez,
George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes,
Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth
Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank
Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James
Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie
Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore,
Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda Moore,
Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling
Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason
Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores
Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Joseph Rollins,
JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron
Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo
Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie
San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna
Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy
West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche
and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

Heriberto D. Ramos, OD

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
Board Certified, American Board of Optometry
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7042 S. Staples Street, Suite 101, 78412
361-980-0523
www.completefamilyeyecare-cc.com
BULLETIN SPONSOR

