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Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Friends,
Although it has been a long time, one of the things I enjoy is putting pencil to paper. I’m not talking about
writing. I do that all the time. I’m referring to drawing. I used to draw a lot more when I was younger. Nowadays,
I have to establish priorities and so my work typically occupies most of my time. So, I guess you could say I am
out of practice when it comes to exercising my penchant for sketching.
I must confess that when I was in school, I’d find myself doodling in the margins of my notes when
the topic being taught was less than inspiring. Sometimes I would sketch whatever came into my head at the
moment. In my seminary classes, I would often draw something related to the topic of the day. If the professor
was talking about how many angels can fit on the head of a needle, for instance, I might draw a host of angels
descending upon the head of a needle. If we were discussing scripture, I might draw a picture of a bible. If the
topic was the parable of the seed, like in today’s gospel, I might draw a picture of a man spreading seeds in the
margin of my notes. If my professor happened to go off on some ethereal tangent, I might draw a picture of my
professor with an astronaut helmet on indicating that he was a “space cadet”. None of my doodles would be
worthy of any art exhibition. I’m not that good of an artist. Nevertheless, I found that sometimes it helped me
to focus and it passed the time when the class was getting a little boring.
Since I wasn’t the most accomplished artist, I found myself occasionally making a mistake when
drawing particular lines. Most of the time, I was using a pen, so it wasn’t something that could be corrected. In
circumstances like that, I’d find myself incorporating the “mistake” in some other way in the drawing. Sometimes,
the “mistake” ended up contributing something positively to the overall picture in some way. In other words, if
I hadn’t made the mistake, the picture I was drawing probably would not have ended up as nicely as it did. A
good artist can often capitalize on mistakes and turn a painting into a masterpiece.
One of the things that we find ourselves confronting these days is the astounding presence of evil in
our world. In fact, every age has to come to grips with the presence of evil in a world that is essentially good. It
is not hard for us to notice the violence, the chaos, the animosity, the vitriol, and the appalling reality of forces
that seek to destroy. This is especially true during a time when the 24 hour news cycle is barraging us with
nothing but bad news. We often wonder why God allows such evil to happen. We feel helpless to do anything
to resolve it when there seems to be an unrelenting obstinacy on the part of people who perpetrate such things.
If we generally try to embrace goodness and follow the pattern of Christ in the way we treat other people, we
can’t understand why others would do the things they do or believe the things they believe. So many seem to
hold on to opinions and ideas that are irrational.
Why does God permit such evil to exist? What is at the heart of why people hold the opinions that they
do? The answers to these questions are as
mysterious as the world itself. We do not
really know why. What we do know is that
we don’t want the horrors of evil to exist and
we do want people to get along.
The gospel today addresses the
problem of evil that exists in our world. Jesus
likens it to the sower who sows wheat in the
field. Among the seeds that germinate and
grow are weeds that appear to be identical
to the wheat. In his instruction, Jesus
essentially tells us that the weeds, which
represent evil, will obviously exist alongside
what is good. Evil will be present until the
end of days. Nevertheless, in God’s eyes,
the evil can be changed into good. Like the
Divine Artist, he capitalizes on what appears
to be wrong (the mistake) and he converts
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it into something good. We have to trust that God sees the bigger picture in his Divine
imagination. He will create something beautiful from what seems to be horribly wrong. We
do not see what lies ahead. We have to learn to trust that God will work everything out to
good. Don’t be discouraged when you see the ugliness of the world rearing its ugly head. Just
have faith in God, the Master Artist, and let him do what he needs to do. It may be beyond
our scope to see, but God sees all things and he makes everything come out for good.
God bless,
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Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter only through the front doors from the parking lot on the Gollihar Road side.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church before or after
Mass. We encourage you to practice online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in front and
behind you. Receive communion on your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion starting from the rear of the church
while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.

Ushers Needed
We need you! Ushers are needed at all the Masses. We also need volunteers to help with
the disinfecting of church at all Masses. If you would like to accept the challenge to engage in
this ministry, please contact us at parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org, or call 361-993-4053. You may
also inform one of the priests, but be sure to give us your name and contact information.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

R.C.I.A. Inquiry Sessions
- If you are an adult and would like to be baptized, or be confirmed, or receive 1st Holy
Communion, the RCIA program is designed just for you.
- Or perhaps you come from another denomination and are considering becoming
Catholic, the RCIA program is for you, too.
- Or maybe you’re not married in the Church, but would like to be. The RCIA program
may be able to help you with this, as well.
We will be having RCIA Inquiry Sessions after every Mass this weekend in the Youth
Center, so take that short walk across the parking lot for a visit – we’d like to meet you
and find out how we might help you.

Thank You St. Pius X Choir!
We want to thank the St. Pius X Choir for a very generous donation to assist us with the
upgrade of our internet network! Using funds that they raised from their Fish Fry’s over
the past years, they gave us a significant amount to help toward this cause. Last week,
we mentioned in our bulletin about the fact that we were overhauling our entire internet
network infrastructure for both the church and the school so that our school children
and teachers can have adequate technology for online learning and classroom learning
as well. We also are doing this project so that we can continue live-streaming Masses
on a permanent basis, and so that our office staff, guests, and priests can have reliable
internet to conduct business and keep in contact with people. Throughout the years, we
have patched an already aging network and it continued to be unreliable. This project
will have a far-reaching impact into other things that we do at the parish, including much
better security and surveillance (we have had items disappear from time to time) and
also managed access control to all buildings. We are looking to create a better campus
for everyone! If you would like to contribute to this project, we welcome any offerings
you wish to make.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, July 19th
8:00AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH
Monday, July 20th
8:15AM – Mass – CH
Tuesday, July 21st
8:15AM – Mass – CH
Wednesday, July 22nd
8:15AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Funeral Mass - CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH
Thursday, July 23rd
8:15AM – Mass - CH
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:15-7:50PM – Confessions - PH
Friday, July 24th
8:15AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass – CH
Saturday, July 25th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH
5:30PM – Vigil Mass – CH
6:30-7:30PM – Confessions – PH
Sunday, July 26th
8:00AM – Mass – CH
10:00AM – Mass – CH
5:30PM – Mass - CH

Teaching Positions at John Paul II High School
St. John Paul II High School is seeking applicants for the 2020-2021 school year for
the following positions:
- Part time US History
- Part time Algebra
- Part time Health / Girls PE
If interested, please visit our website at jpiihighschool.org for more details.
(For the 20-21 school year, JPII is planning to operate a limited classroom capacity,
hybrid model school to support public health.)

There’s a Saint for That!
Down through the ages, Catholics have invoked the saints for their prayers, even for
everyday things. It was a way of offering everything to God, through the saints’ prayers,
even little things like losing your keys! Here are some “holy helpers”:
Airplane travelers, astronauts: St. Joseph of Cupertino miraculously levitated while
at prayer.
Accountants, bankers: St. Matthew the Apostle was a dishonest tax collector until
Christ called him to be an Apostle (Matthew9:9).
Battle, soldiers, doctors, police: St. Michael the Archangel led the angels to victory
against the Devil and his forces (Revelation 12:7-9).
Finding lost things: St. Anthony of Padua prayed and recovered his stolen prayer book.
Plagues, pestilence, sick people: St. Roch cared for victims of the plague in Italy.
Students, teachers, schools: St. Thomas Aquinas, once teased as “the Dumb Ox,”
was actually one of the most brilliant scholars in the Church.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, July 18th
5:30PM † Maudine Prunty by the Reumuth family
Sunday, July 19th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Duane Read by Cheryl Johnson		
† Annie Krnavek & Anna Mae Moses by family
5:30PM † Adelfa M. Torres by family
Monday, July 20th
8:15AM † Lawrence Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
Tuesday, July 21st
8:15AM † James W. Kelly, Sr., & Helen P. Kelly by James & John Kelly
Wednesday, July 22nd
8:15AM † Deceased Members of the Darilek Family
Julian Liam Galloway’s health by Grampa
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Jeanne Baish by her family
5:30PM † Zachary Cummings by his family
† Richard Villarreal by his parents
† Alex Garcia, Jr. by Donald & Susan Taft
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C., Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly			
Thursday, July 23rd
		
8:15AM
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Friday, July 24th
8:15AM † Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, July 25th
5:30PM † Dominga Guerrero Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
Sunday, July 26th
8:00AM † Adela Villarreal by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal
10:00AM David Russell’s Birthday Intentions by DeAnna Havel
For the Parishioners
5:30PM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd

Financial Report for Sunday 7/12/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $7,457.00
Sunday Online...................... $6,160.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $13,617.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $265.00
Peter’s Pence.......................... $100.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Total Other Contributions......... $465.00
Total Contributions.............. $14,082.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (6/30/20)....... $145,656.39
Ending balance................. $243,812.66

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas,
Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley
Currie, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora
Garza, Raquel Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix
Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez,
George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez,
Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar,
Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent
O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma
Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast,
Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor,
David N. Scherzer, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna
Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.
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