“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Dear Friends,

•

July 4, 2021

Fourteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

High up above, the stars and stripes were waving in the breeze. The sound of the flag’s flaps was
occasionally punctuated by the sound of the chinking of metal clips hitting against the flagpole. I stood there,
with hand over my heart, gazing up and admiring the good old red, white, and blue. Next to me were over 100
other fellow students doing the same thing outside our very own St. Pius X Catholic School. It was the first
order of business at the beginning of every day. I remember vividly the pride I felt as we recited the Pledge of
Allegiance and sang the National Anthem. Those were formational years that stirred up within me the idealism
and the solemn respect that has long been a part of the American tradition.
These are the fond memories that continually come to mind as we celebrate our nation’s independence.
As I watch this tradition handed down to our school children who continue this practice today, I am heartened
by the fact that they are having those same values instilled in them.
As a child, I was fascinated by our forefathers who struggled for freedom. What is amazing to me is
that they were able to overcome great odds to gain independence and then prevail over conflicting notions about
how to form our government, its constitution, and its laws. As my education developed, I began to understand
that the notion of freedom was actually quite complex and fragile as I studied the Civil War and the abolition
of slavery. I was equally inspired by the principles of the dignity of every individual that prevailed in all of this.
Regardless of the challenges, I came to understand that the American Experiment works.
This July 4th weekend, we celebrate those brave individuals who desired to build a “more perfect union”
marked by freedom from oppression and freedom of religion. We also celebrate that “We the People” have a say
in how our government operates. However, our government is only as strong as the strength of our principles.
Sometimes, we can get off track. That is why we need to be strong in faith. Our faith informs our principles.
In the gospel, the people of Jesus’ native place notoriously lacked faith. Their familiarity with Jesus’
upbringing clouded their ability to see
who Jesus truly was. Jesus could not
accomplish any mighty deed there
because of their closed minds and
hearts. A prejudiced view of Jesus,
stemming from their experience of him
as one of their own, inhibited them
from participating in the glorious things
that God was bringing about in him. If
they had only captured the vision, they
would have rejoiced in his presence
among them. Faith would have
elevated them to abundant blessings.
It is so easy for us to become
myopic in our vision. We narrow
our focus and obsess about petty
things. We become pessimistic and
soon begin to operate out of emotion
rather than principle. That is always
a dangerous thing that erodes our
capacity to see the greater vision. The
Church provides us with a vision that
we should always keep at the forefront
of our minds. She guides us and forms
us in the life of virtue. When we start
parish:

w w w. s p x c c . o r g

school:

w w w. s t p i u s x s c h o o l c c . o r g

Pastor
Fr. Paul Hesse
Pastoral Year Seminarian
Raymond Pendleton
Pastoral Associate
Deacon Stacy Millsap

ignoring the guidance of the Church, we start wavering in all areas of our lives. But the Church
will always be the beacon that calls us back to Christ and to his truths.
As we celebrate this great nation’s independence, let us also recognize the supremacy
of God over this nation. Let us hold steadfast to his principles so that those principles will be
maintained in our nation. Let us remember that God is the one that grants us our liberty and
that it is his justice that reigns over all. Let us remember that God gives us hope and if we put
our faith in him, he will cause us to flourish. Happy 4th of July and God bless America!
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The parish office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, July 5th, in observance
of the July 4th holiday. It will reopen on Tuesday, July 6th, at 9:00 a.m.

That Man is You
TMIY will start a 6 week session on Saturday, July 10th. We will be using the book,
“Consecration to St Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father” by Fr Donald Calloway. You
can purchase a copy at fathercalloway.com, or just search the title. Order yours soon to make
sure it comes in on time. Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph. In
these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need a father-figure to help guide us.
St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to provide us with stability and protection. Take advantage of
this great opportunity. We will finish that 6-week program on August 14th. Then after a short
break, we will begin the fall semester of TMIY on September 11th.

Enjoy a Free Subscription to FORMED
FORMED is the revolutionary digital platform that gives your unprecedented access to
video-based study programs, feature films, audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s
foremost presenters. Whether fallen away or deeply engaged, at the parish or on the go,
FORMED amazing content 24/7 for you to grow in your faith. The parish has purchased this
as a free gift to you. Go to https://formed.org/, click on “Sign Up” and follow the instructions
to register. You’re ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! If you
are already registered with them, just click on “SIGN IN” in the top right-hand corner.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:00-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty

O God our Creator,
from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and heart
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard
on behalf of the rights of your Church
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,
so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome—
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,
and all who come after us—
this great land will always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Monday, July 5th
8:00AM-12:00PM – VBS – CC#1&2, CAF & YC
Tuesday, July 6th
8:00AM-12:00PM – VBS – CC#1&2, CAF & YC
10:00AM– Angels - PH
6:00-7:00PM – Alhambra - R
Wednesday, July 7th
8:00AM-12:00PM – VBS – CC#1&2, CAF & YC
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars - PH
Thursday, July 8th
8:00AM-12:00PM – VBS – CC#1&2, CAF & YC
12:00-3:00PM – Bridge – PH
6-7:00PM – Caring Card Ministry – CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Confessions – CH
Friday, July 9th
8:00AM-12:00PM – VBS – CC#1&2, CAF & YC
Saturday, July 10th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - CH

EXPLORE Discernment Retreat
EXPLORE is a summer experience for young men who are enrolled in high
school or who will be enrolling this fall, as well as recent high school graduates,
that want to understand their faith better, know themselves better, have fun, and
make new friends from all over the diocese. Staffed by priests and deacons,
along with seminarians and others thinking about a vocation to priesthood,
EXPLORE often helps a young man discern his God given vocation. In a society
that does not seem to understand how someone could accept a vocation to the
priesthood, it helps him to meet others who would like to know more and also
those who have been in priestly formation. However, EXPLORE is not just all
talks or prayer, but also a lot of fun! There are two retreat weekends to select
from, and one of them is taking place here at St. Pius X. It will be July 15-16,
from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. each day. For more information call Monica Gatlin in
the Vocations Office at (361) 882-6191 ext. 655
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ACTS OF CHARITY SPOTLIGHT
ARE YOU A LICENSED PLUMBLER, ELECTRICIAN, GENERAL CONTRACTOR OR HANDYMAN? The Acts of Charity Hands
on Help Program would love to add you to our list of providers who might be able to bid on small home projects. If you would reach
out to us via the parish office or on the parish website, we would greatly appreciate your help.

MONTHLY OUTREACH PROGRAM
JULY BRINGS AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET OUT AND SERVE IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY!
For the July service project, the Acts of Charity Monthly Outreach team recommends you and your family volunteer directly with
a local charity. Two that we have identified, their volunteer opportunity and the contact information are listed below. If either or
both fit your interest and time, please connect the facility directly to volunteer.
The Pregnancy Center of the Coastal Bend needs help bagging diapers into smaller bags for distribution to those who attend
their education programs. This can be done anytime 9-5, M-F at their location at 4310 Kostoryz (the old Salvation Army location).
Park in the HI Again Resale shop, and come on in to the Parenting Program, introduce yourself as volunteering to bag diapers.
For more information call parishioner Amy Nye at 991-2008, extension 4, or just show up.
The Coastal Bend Food Bank at 826 Krill Street, needs volunteers to pack food boxes as well as deliver food boxes to homebound.
Call 361-887-6291 to schedule a time and activity. You can also register on line at https://coastalbendfood-bank.org/get-involved/
give-time.

CARING COMMUNICATION PROGRAM
Don’t forget to let us know if you know of someone who could use a little lift with a card or call. You can fill out forms in the back
of the church and place in the blue box, or online at the parish website under the Acts of Charity link.

BEREAVMENT COMMITTEE
Would you be willing and able to bring a dessert or a side salad for an upcoming funeral? If so, and you would like to be added
to our list of volunteers, please contact the parish office or visit the Acts of Charity link on the parish website.

Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph. In these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need
a father-figure to help guide us. St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to provide us with stability and protection. We encourage you to
use this prayer during this year.

Prayer to St. Joseph

Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of
virgins, were committed; I pray insistently and beseech you by these dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being preserved from
all uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste body, ever most chastely serve Jesus and Mary all the days of
my life. Amen.

The Equality Act
Everyone deserves to be treated with respect and dignity. The Equality Act, which is coming up for a vote in the Senate soon, in
many ways does the opposite and needs to be opposed. Instead of respecting differences in beliefs about marriage and sexuality,
the Equality Act would discriminate against people of faith. The Equality Act would: punish faith-based organizations, such as
charities and schools who serve everyone in their communities, simply because of their beliefs; force girls and women to compete
against boys and men for limited opportunities in sports, and to share locker rooms and shower spaces with biological males who
identify as women; risk mandating taxpayers to fund abortions; force people in everyday life, and especially health care workers,
to support gender transition; and expand what the government considers a “public” place, forcing even some parish halls to host
functions that conflict with Catholic beliefs. Go to https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/80967/Respond to compose a
message to your Senator.
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Growing in
Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

FAITH

™

July 2021

St. Pius X Catholic Church
www.stpiusxcc.org

One Minute Love one another, especially those
Meditations
who are different
God is the current of life
“Each one of us is merely a small
instrument. When you look at the
inner workings of electrical
things, often you see small
and big wires, new and old,
cheap and expensive lined
up. Until the current passes
through them there will be
no light. That wire is you and
me. The current is God.”
Mother Teresa

Saying “no” is not a
sin
Saying “no” is hard for
many of us. Not wanting to
let anyone down, we say “yes”
until we are overburdened,
frustrated, and unhappy.
Remember it is not a sin to say
“no.” God needs workers, but
He wants the willing, joyful
kind. Our “yes” should come
from a heart enthusiastic
about doing His work.
“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all
your mind. This is
the great and first
commandment”
(Matthew
22:37-40).

In a time of widening political and
cultural divides, it can be easy to lose
sight of the dignity of people different
from ourselves. Yet, as Catholic
Christians, we know that Jesus asks
that we see everyone as family.
“Love one another with
brotherly affection;
outdo one another
in showing
honor”
(Romans
12:10).
Treat others
with kindness,
not because they
are kind, but because you are. It’s easy
to be kind to those we love and respect.
It’s critical to be kind to people we don’t
like or don’t know. Kindness is best
offered when nothing is expected in
return.
Don’t build yourself up by making
others look small. No one is impressed

by a bully. Treat all of God’s children
with honor, love, and respect.
Practice empathy. People’s reactions
tend to reflect their circumstances.
Avoid judging and instead offer the
consideration you’d like
to receive.
Meet in
person instead
of online.
Social media
makes it easy to
stay in touch but
it’s also the quickest
way to damage
relationships. Choose to meet in person
when possible. In person or online, we
must be wise in the words we use.
Forgive those who have hurt you,
help those who need you. Treat all
people – including yourself – with love
and compassion. When we treat people
the way we want to be treated, life will
instantly get better.

Why do Catholics pray?
Prayer is our response to
God’s invitation: “Whether we
realize it or not, prayer is the
encounter of God’s thirst with
ours. God thirsts that we may
thirst for him” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC), #2560).
That encounter is our
connection to God, who
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created us and wants to have a close,
personal relationship with us. Our
relationship with Him is nurtured
and strengthened through prayer raising our hearts and minds to
God ...” (CCC, #2559).
It is through prayer and in
prayer that we come to know
and love Him best.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, July 3rd
8:15AM † Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
5:30PM † Ethel Dulak by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sunday, July 4th
8:00AM † Pat & Patrick DeGregorio by their family
10:00AM † Vernon Krause by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Alberto Hinojosa by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
Monday, July 5th
8:15 AM † Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
Tuesday, July 6th
8:15AM † Norman Paris by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
Wednesday, July 7th
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by the Didear family
† Maria Bilka by Pete & Joanne Volpe
† Rose Marie Hand by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
† Charlotte Groner by Thomas Groner
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Owen Harris by his mother
† Santiago Perez by Luz Perez
5:30PM † Beatriz A. Salinas by family
† Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
† Roquelito Auza by Riza Auza & children
† Gloria Alvarez by Carlos & Judy Rubinsten
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly, 3rd’s well-being by James Kelly
† Gus Barrera by Joe & Janie B. Vela
Thursday, July 8th
8:15AM † Maury Jarrell by Wynette Jarrell
Friday, July 9th
8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
5:30PM † Ethel Dulak by Larry & Helen Witzche
Saturday, July 10th
5:30 PM † Susan Hesse by Al & Adelle Hesse
Sunday, July 11th
8:00AM † Berry Whitaker by D. Havel
10:00AM † Phil Lenken by Margaret Lenken
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

6

BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 06/27/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $12,494.25
Sunday Online...................... $3,756.66
Other Income........................... $490.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $16,740.91
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $175.00
Quilt Ministry............................ $100.00
Janosek Scholarship................. $22.00
Peter’s Pence.......................... $536.00
Retired Diocesan Priests........... $40.00
Solidarity Fund.......................... $10.00
Total Other Contributions......... $883.00
Total Contributions.............. $17,623.91
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (5/31/21)....... $261,706.94
Ending balance................. $127,762.11

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Luis Alvarado, Theresa Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras,
Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Georgie Benton, Bernice Berry, Isabel
Black, Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole
Cuellar, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Carole Cotter, Harly Day,
Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert
Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua,
Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva Garcia,
Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez,
Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb,
Monte Hall, John Hand, Janice Harney, Owen Harris, Roger
Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl
Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank Kolda, Dennis
Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad
Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Mary Mandujano, Christopher &
Linda Manka, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Fred
Mitchell, Billy Monti, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan,
Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Sandra R. Nicolas,
Trent O’Connell, Doug Odle, John & Jerilynn Okoniewski, Anna
Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa,
Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank,
Patricia Riek, Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David
Russell, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Sandra Salinas, Robert
Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Steve
Schuster, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Gloria Swantner, Joseph Tate, Andrew Trevino, Judy West, Wally
Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche, Joe Zepeda and
all those who asked for and need our prayers.

