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“To renew all things in Christ”

Second Sunday of Lent
Dear Friends,
Whenever we are emerging from some difficult task or activity nearing completion, we often use the
expression, “There’s light at the end of the tunnel”. The saying expresses hope that the sacrifices, struggles,
and hard work we are going through will soon be coming to an end. It also expresses faith – meaning that all
the effort will eventually pay off. Christians should always see light at the end of the tunnel.
When we look at the situation in the world these days, it can sometimes be hard to have hope or faith that
things will work out. In fact, the world seems pretty dark right now. Terrorism is affecting an increasing number
of nations. Islamic extremism is spreading rapidly and the threats against civilized nations is growing. More and
more, innocent Christians are being threatened, displaced, kidnapped, or killed. As I write this letter, over twohundred Christians have been kidnapped by the terrorist group ISIS, and there are reports of Christian children
begin crucified along with adults. Moreover, priceless artifacts of great archeological and cultural significance
have been destroyed in Mosul, Iraq by the same group.
The loss of life and torture of innocent human beings is atrocious. As prized as artifacts are, they cannot
compare to the priceless value of human life. We should never be so wrapped up in the cultural tragedy that
we fail to recognize the tragedy that is occurring in the lives of our Christian brothers and sisters. By the same
token, things may seem dark, but we must persevere in the thought that good will ultimately prevail. God’s hand
is always at work and we must pray for the wisdom to resolve the threat effectively and appropriately.
Terrorism is not the only darkness we see in our world. We see the darkness of poverty, homelessness,
and abuse. Increasingly, we see a rebellion against long-standing, timeless, values and morals that have been
the cornerstone of Christian life and belief since the dawn of the Church. In fact, these beliefs have been the
standard since time immemorial. I am referring to things like the the institution of marriage, the preciousness
of life in all its stages, the virtues of fidelity, chastity, charity, honesty and the like.
Unfortunately, there has been a devaluing and diminishing of these moral principles and virtues over the last
few decades. Once you lose them, it is so hard to gain them back. It is not impossible, but we need to stand up
for them and work to reestablish them.
Our society has a hard time with absolute truths. People seem to always like to tailor truth to something of
their own making. This is relativism. Relativism is the idea that everyone seeks their own inner truth and that
whatever is true for you is OK. The problem is, not everybody can be right. This ultimately leads to chaos and
disaster. Where do you stop? There cannot possibly be a multiplicity of truths or else it cannot be the Truth.
For truth to be true, there can only be one truth.
Marriage is a perfect example of this. The
gospels tell us that marriage is a union between
one man and one woman. These days, there are
those who would redefine this to include people
of the same sex. This is a slippery slope. Would
it then be okay for someone to define marriage
as a union of two men and one woman just
because they believe this to be appropriate? To
be sure, it is so vital to treat those with samesex attractions as our brothers and sisters and
help them to grow in holiness. At the same
time, we need to preserve the essential dignity
of marriage.
Marriage itself is something that is
becoming endangered. People seem to be
shying away from the beauty of the fruitful,
enduring commitment that marriage is. The
choice to forego marriage is depriving people
of the opportunity to experience the grace, the
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challenges, and the spiritual and human
growth that is a part of this beautiful vocation.
The couple help each other to grow in holiness
and lead their children to holiness.
We need to start speaking out with high
regard for the Sacrament of Matrimony again.
Certainly, it is quite a challenge to live the
married life at times, but there is nothing more
edifying than seeing couples who persevere
through and are fruitful in 50 or 60 years
of marriage. It requires tremendous faith
and recognizing the light at the end of the
tunnel in each of those challenging aspects
of married life.
I would like to challenge you to join me
on Thursday of this week (March 5th at 7:00
p.m.) in a Holy Hour before the Blessed
Sacrament, to pray for the Christians who
have been captured by terrorists, and to
pray for a solution to the jihadist threat facing
our world. Also, let us pray for a return to
Christian morals on the part of all the faithful,
as well as for the renewal of marriage and
the family. We must have faith, and there is
always light at the end of the tunnel!
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Daylight savings time is upon us. Don’t
forget, next Sunday, March 8th, to move your
clocks forward one hour!

Please welcome new parishioners Tobias
Trevino, Stephanie Fuentes and daughter
Bridget; Scott and Nicole Beck and children
Madison & Benjamin; Veronica Escobedo;
Mary Joe Cranny and Lucinda Garcia. We
invite them to become an active part of our
growing faith community.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
It’s not too late to make your Lenten
Observance extra special this year! Join
us for daily Mass at 6:30 a.m. during the
Lenten Season. If you are unable, consider
joining us for any of the other daily Masses
during the week!

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten
Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every
Friday evening of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The
stations are a long tradition, which has basis
in the ancient Church when people made
pilgrimages to the holy sites where Jesus
exercised his ministry. Over time, people
began to trace the steps of Jesus on the
road to Calvary within their own churches,
particularly when it was no longer safe to
travel to the Holy Land. Join us in keeping
this tradition alive! It only requires one-half
hour ot your time.
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Time to Spring Forward!

Welcome New Parishioners!

www.spxcc.org

Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Acts of Charity Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Acts of Charity Committee this Tuesday,
March 3rd, at 6:30 p.m. in CC#1. Anyone interested in the works of the
Acts of Charity is invited to attend.

Holy Hour for Persecuted Christians
We would like to urge you to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ
who are being persecuted in the Middle East. As you know, many
Christians in the Middle East have been forced out of their homes by
ISIS and martyred for their faith. Just this week, over 200 Christians
were kidnapped in Syria and face the threat of physical abuse and death.
Ancient Christian churches and priceless documents and writings from the
earliest centuries of Christianity are also being destroyed. We will have
a Holy Hour this Thursday evening, March 5th, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. to
pray for these persecuted Christians. We will also pray for the renewal
in the vocation of Holy Matrimony. Please join us! If you are unable to
come to the Holy Hour, we invite you to pray a rosary or some other form
of prayer at home.

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at Mass
this coming Friday, March 6th, at 5:30 p.m. All who are infirm, preparing
for surgery, or advanced in years are particularly encouraged to join us for
the Sacrament of Healing.

Hungering for a Bountiful Earth
This week CRS Rice Bowl takes us to the coffee
highlands of Nicaragua, where we’re called to protect
both the goodness of creation and the livelihoods of
struggling families. How will this week’s fast remind
us of the sacredness of God’s creation and our duty to
protect it?

Alhambra Meeting
The monthly Alhambra meeting has been postponed one week to
Wednesday, March 11th, at 6:30 p.m. in the usual place.

Greetings St. Pius Parishioners!
Please keep in mind the St. Patrick’s Day Irish Festival & Brunch will be
held on Sunday, March 15, from 11 am to 2 pm in our Parish Hall. In the
event you have not attended one of our St. Patrick’s Day Festivals, here
is your chance to have a terrific time with many of your friends. The event
will continue to follow the same menu of Irish food we have had in the
past. One comment heard many times after former events is, “the meal
is marvelous and the stew just keeps getting better year after year! So,
be prepared for a real treat: a meal you will enjoy since we are going to
serve our award winner Irish Stew prepared by our own St. Pius X Stew
Chef, Chuck Gross and his talented crew of St. Pius X Leprechauns! Each
person on this celebrity cooking team is an expert in their own right. As an
added bit of excitement, we are going to have a prize for the person who
arrives dressed in their best Leprechaun costume! Sure and it’s going to
be a green day!

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 1st
Sale of Girl Scout cookies after Masses
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
No Baptism class during Lent
3:30-5:30PM – Scout classes - Cafeteria
Monday, March 2nd
1:00-3:00PM – Bridge Group #2 – CC#1
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
7:00-8:00PM – Confirmation class – YC & CC#1
7:00PM – Scouts - Cafeteria
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1
Tuesday, March 3rd
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
3:30-4:30PM – PTO meeting – PH
5:30PM – A.O.C. – CC#1
Wednesday, March 4th
7:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP- CC#1 Office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
5:30-8:00PM – CCD - CC#1&2 & Cafeteria
Thursday, March 5th
8:30-11:30AM – School pictures - PH
12:00-1:00PM – Depression Support Group – R
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Class – CC#2
6:00-7:00PM –Scouts Pack 157 - Cafeteria
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, March 6th
First Friday Communion Calls
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – YC
11:15-11:45AM-School Stations of the Cross – CH
4:30PM – Fish Fry – PH
6:30PM – Santo Niño Mass - CH
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross - CH
Saturday, March 7th
5:30-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
10:30AM – Convalidation – CH
2:00PM – Wedding - CH
6:30PM – Sale of St. Patrick’s tickets after Mass
7:00PM – Convalidation - CH
Sunday, March 8th
Sale of St. Patrick’s tickets after Masses
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
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Altar Servers
Edge

March 7 & 8

Wednesday, Mar. 4 - Sacred Places: Where Do I Pray?
Wednesday, Mar. 11 - Conversation With Christ: What Do I Pray
About?

Sat. 5:30 p.m.

We are excited to announce that this year’s Edge Middle School
Retreat will be April 18-19. We invite all middle school youth to join
us at Camp Zephyr as we dive into the mystery of God and discuss
how, although God is far beyond our comprehension, He can still be
known. Registration is now open and you can pick up registration
forms at the Youth Building. The cost is $65 and that price includes
food, lodging, and a t-shirt. Forms will also be available to the Youth
to take home Wednesday during Edge. Deadline for registration is
April 10.

Life Teen
This week we continue our series on Lent. This series will discuss
different aspects of Lent and what it means to us as Catholics.
Sunday, Mar. 1 - Why so Fast?: Fasting
Sunday, Mar. 8 - Free Alms!: Almsgiving and Service

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Javier Camacho, Jr.
MC Nicholas Lee
J.P. Lee
Sophie Campbell

Sun. 10:00 a.m.

LECTORS

The Men’s Club will be sponsoring a one day
men’s retreat on Sat April 25th from 8-4:30 pm
in the Youth Building. We will be exploring the
Seven Gift of the Holy Spirit. It is open to all
men age 18 and above who have been confirmed. As always, there
will be no cost. Food and beverages will be provided. For more
information contact Steve Tagliabue at 361-994-9541 or by email
at tagbro1@stx.rr.com.

MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

details call 361-992-1343.

MC Ranger Quintero
Matthew Lutz
Kyler Ross
Christian Mirabal

MC Franceska Alvarado
Millicent Alvarado
Acadia Tamez
Amy Ayala

3RD SUNDAY IN LENT

GOLFERS WANTED: Looking for players to
enjoy an afternoon golfing at the C.C. Country
Club (need not be a member to participate).
Gather friends or join a foursome that day and
play 18 holes on this beautiful course. Cost per
player is $150. The proceeds go toward the
school’s technology fund. Call the school for
more info 361-992-1343. SPONSORSHIPS & DONATIONS: Not a
golfer, but want to support the school and advertise your business/
company? The golf committee is looking for people to sponsor a
hole, a drive, or become a platinum level sponsor. Every donation
no matter how great or how small is greatly appreciated! For further

Sun. 12:00 p.m.

Sun. 5:30 p.m.

MC Jackie Lara
Michael Speed
Brian Kostoch
Allison Kostoch
Kathryn Speed

Mark Your Calendars!

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC SCHOOL 12TH ANNUAL
GOLF CLASSIC – THURSDAY, APRIL 16th, 2015
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Nicky Melve
Marco Melve
Jacob Rivera
Bryan Rivera

7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8

SAT
SAT
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN

5:30P.M.
5:30P.M.
8:00A.M.
8:00A.M.
10:00A.M.
10:00A.M.
12:00NOON
12:00NOON
5:30P.M.
5:30P.M.

Ron Osman
Amy Nye
Norman Acker
Teresa Camacho
Theresa Arizmendi
Richard Arizmendi
School
School
Chris Wisian
Alma Tamez

Easter Eggs and Candy!
The Youth Program is in need of plastic eggs and candy
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Please deliver items to the
youth building or the rectory. Your donations are greatly
appreciated.

La Leche League
La Leche League offers free help with all aspects
of breastfeeding. Call our 24-hour helpline @ 361-9850705 or attend an LLL meeting. Please join us at Parkway
Presbyterian Church in the Garden Room, 3707 Santa Fe,
on March 3rd @ 6:30pm for “Why Choose Breasfeeding?”.
Mothers-to-be, mothers, babies and children are welcome.

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Spring Break is getting closer (you couldn’t tell
by the cold weather)! Not sure who is more excited—the kids
or the teachers and staff! This Friday, March 6th, is a noon
dismissal as is the custom on the 1st Friday of each month to
allow teachers and staff to participate in academic and spiritual
staff development.
This past Wednesday, we had class pictures taken. It’s always
a challenge for a photographer to get three-year-olds to pose for
a picture by looking in the same direction, keeping their eyes open
and saying “cheese” at the same time! God has a special place
in heaven for our teachers of three and four-year-old students. It
takes a lot of patience to teach these inquisitive little minds with
their active little bodies!
On Monday, our February Manner of the Month students will
have lunch with Mr. “K”, catered by Jason’s Deli, as a reward for
displaying good manners. Mr. Becquet, owner of Jason’s Deli, is
earning a special place in Heaven for all the good work he is doing
here on earth. He is not only generous to our parish, but to our
school as well. He has been sponsoring our Manner of the Month
program since its inception here at St. Pius X Catholic School,
and he is also a big supporter of our Golf Tournaments. Our
tournaments would not be the same without the boxed lunches he
has provided the players and helpers for the past eleven years.
Thanks, Bob and Sue! We appreciate you!
On Friday, we will continue with our student-led Stations of the
Cross at 11:15 a.m. in the church. Parents and parishioners are
welcome to attend. Our students are participating in the Rice
Bowl program again this year as a Lenten project. They are also
collecting pre-packaged items for the Mother Teresa Shelter
during March.
GOLF TOURNAMENT RAFFLE TICKETS ARE COMING, and
we need everyone’s help in selling them. This coming week,
either by US mail or through your child, you will be given a book
of 11 tickets (buy 10 and get one free) that we hope you will sell
or purchase. Each ticket costs $2. The stubs and money can be
mailed or dropped off at the school office or rectory. The lucky
winners will be determined on April 15th, the day before the actual
tournament. You do not have to be present to win. We are still
looking for sponsors; so if you own a business and are interested
in being a sponsor, please let us know. We will also be having a
silent auction on the day of the tournament and donations are still
being accepted. Please call the school at 992-1343 if you would
like to sponsor or donate.
Pre-registration for the 2015-2016 school year is still in
progress. Our K5 program is full and our K4 and 1st grade classes
are getting close to being at capacity. We have plenty of room
in grades 2-6. Pre-registration is now open to anyone, so if you
know of anyone who wants to provide a great Catholic education
for their child(ren), send them our way. We would love to give
them a tour of the school.
Have a blessed week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Sacrament of
Confirmation

Bishop Michael Mulvey will confer
the Sacrament of Confirmation on
twenty-two of our parish teens
on Friday, April 17 th at 6:30 pm
at the Corpus Christi Cathedral.
These teens have been preparing
themselves spiritually and catechetically for this great gift
of Confirmation, one of the three initiation Sacraments. As
they approach this date please keep them in your thoughts
and prayer. This is their step into the adulthood of their faith.
The following will receive this Gift:
Franceska Alvarado		
Luke Bean
Victor Casares			
Anthony Esqueda
Katie Fischer			
Charles Garza
Paris Hanna			
Marlena Herrera
Michael Landers		
Jordan Lara
Mia Lovoi				
Mary Grace May
Mariah Miller			
Nicole Morales
Krystal Pulido			
Joshua Ramirez
Elissa Rodriguez		
Marcos Ruiz
Lynette Solis			
Christian Toren
Helena Van Maren		
Dalton Zawicky

ADULT EDUCATION
RCIA NEWS: Congratulations
and Prayers

This past Sunday Bishop Michael Mulvey
welcomed Calista Aguilar, Cadence Coronado,
Whitney Knight and Scott Winders as Elect of
God. Bishop Mulvey also affirmed candidates
who are seeking full communion in the Catholic Church in
their Call to Continuing Conversion. Let us continue to pray
for all those who will be receiving their Easter sacraments
this Easter Vigil as we prepare to renew our Baptismal
commitment.

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 28th
8:15AM † Bernard Boldt by Marie Habeeb & family
		
5:30PM † James Sedberry by John & Lucy Boyd

		March 1st
Sunday,

8:00AM † Antonio Arsuaga by Arsuaga family
10:00AM † John Hudson’s Annv. by Hudson & Lennan families
12:00PM For the Parishioners		
		
5:30PM † Kenneth Harbey by Chuck & Sondra Bacalas
7:30PM
Gioan & Anton by family

Monday, March 2nd

6:30AM † Michael Conwell by family
8:15AM † Fr. Bill Herry by Art & Mary Salinas
† Carolyn Whitmire’s Annv. by Whitmire family

Tuesday, March 3rd

6:30AM † James Sedberry by Pat Booth
8:15AM † Richard Rodriguez by Bonifacio Rodriguez

Wednesday, March 4th

6:30AM † Oran Hagood by Toledo family
8:15AM † Deceased Didear family members
5:30PM † Teófilo Rodriguez’ Annv. by Bonifacio Rodriguez
Special Intention by Cindy Zuñiga
† Joyce Dickinson by Carolyn Buehrig

Thursday, March 5th

6:30AM † Michael Conwell by family
8:15AM † Dorothy Krause by Pat Booth

Friday, March 6th

6:30AM † Emil Krejci by Chuck Gross
8:15AM † Johnnye Lee Mokry by Marie Habeeb
5:30PM † Don Leiser by Sadie Aboud
† Grace Gonzalez & Ira Nichols by Eligio & Martha Saenz
† Donella McHugh by Pat Booth
† Margarita Reyes by Minga De Los Santos
† Rosalee Hope by McInnis Family
† John Rank by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig

Saturday, March 7th

8:15AM † Bernard Boldt by Marie Habeeb & family
5:30PM † Irma Nichols’ Annv. by Eligio & Martha Saenz

Sunday, March 8th

8:00AM † Susie G. Arsuaga by Arsuaga family
10:00AM For the Parishioners
12:00PM † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
† Chester & Aneda Zablocki
5:30PM † Lucille Pacheco by Penny Pacheco
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Financial Report for Sunday 2/22/2015
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $19,524.82
Sunday Online...................... $4,405.00
Easter Flowers........................ $185.00
Other Donations................... $1,233.58
Total Operating Revenue... $25,348.40
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Acts of Charity...................... $1,362.00
Ash Wednesday................... $1,146.50
Black/Indian Mission............... $798.00
Church in Latin America.......... $190.00
Catholic Relief Services.......... $185.00
Total Other Contributions..... $3,706.50
Total Contributions............. $29,054.90
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Feb. 20, 2015....... $98,873.79

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Henry Aragon, Luisa
Arevalo, Sugar Arras, Ann Bednorz, James Buehrig, John
Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee Cantwell,
Sabrina Cisneros, Olivia Cordova, Shirley Currie, Andrea
Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado, Mark DeGaish, Pat & Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Minga DeLosSantos,
Samantha Didear Deste, Pud’n Dellinger,
Annie Dornak, Liz Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine
Elwood, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd,
Jay Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Antonio
Garza, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Sally
Gilbreath, Elida Gonzalez, Maria Griffin,
Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner,
Suzy Guzman, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie
Hand, James Hartman, Chris Holland, Josh
Holland, Graham Hughes, Ben Janosek,
Elizabeth Johnson, Dora Lambert, Elva
Laurel, Arlene Leep, Richard Lewandowski,
Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey,
Virginia Medrano, John Morgan, Sharron
Odle, Patricia Paris, Mary Lou Penne,
Corbett Pool, Sr., Robert M. Pope, Dolores
Puckett, Raymond Richter, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina
Shepherd, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen
Shropshire, Judy Slaughter, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Eian
Stamp, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Kathy Sweeney,
Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard,
Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Arturo Vasquez, Idolina Vela, Luz
Villarreal, Liz Vrana, Melva Walet, Sarah Zuniga and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.

