Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Dear Friends,

•

March 1, 2020

First Sunday of Lent

Having just returned from the Holy Land, one of the places we visited was the Judean Desert and the
Mount of Temptation. Traditionally, this is where it is believed that Christ went to be tempted. It isn’t too far from
the traditional site of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist, and it makes sense that he immediately
went into this deserted place, as mentioned in the Scriptures. It is a rugged place, but not completely devoid of
resources to survive. In fact, bedouins continue to live in the desert to this day.
Jesus entered into the desert to prepare for his mission. He deprived himself of basic comforts so that
he could solidify his resolve to fulfill the Father’s will without specious motives and with pure intent. The desert,
a place free of distractions, was a place where he could focus on his purpose, which was to restore humanity
from its fallen state and to build a kingdom of grace.
Lent is most typically viewed as a time of giving up things; of making sacrifices and doing penance. This
is, after all, what the Church’s devotional life asks us to do during these forty days. But Lent is much more than
just giving something up. It is more than engaging in penance and sacrifice. It is also a time of building up.
All throughout our lives, we develop habits. Some of them good, and many of them bad. As much as
we do good things like working hard, caring for our families, exercising, or comforting others, we still permit our
weak, sinful, and broken human nature to get the best of us. Too often, we allow ourselves to become egocentric,
judgmental, or just plain mean. All of these things, along with our many other sinful actions, tear us down. They
whittle away at our human dignity and they distort our perspective on life and our interaction with other people.
In short, our sin mars our soul and alienates us from the God who loves us and it alienates us from ourselves.
The practices that we engage in during Lent are the perfect antidote for this human degradation we
experience. They help us to focus on self-discipline so that we can be more open to God’s grace and to rid
ourselves of these inclinations.
These forty days mirror the forty days that Jesus fasted in the desert. Just as Jesus went into the desert
to face temptations and confront evil, we go into the “desert” to confront those aspects in our behavior that do
not reflect our God-given dignity. Our Lenten “desert” experience wages battle with our temptations to power,
fame, trust in material security, and so many other evils that impede us from experiencing the unfathomable love of God.
When we work on eliminating those things in our lives that are degenerative, we rebuild our personal
dignity. Rather, we rediscover the dignity in which God made us. We recapture a sense of God’s love for us,
thus increasing our sense of self-worth.
Essentially, through our fasting, penances, and acts of self-denial, we build ourselves up in God’s
love. In some ways, this seems counterintuitive. From the worldly way of thinking, it is counterintuitive. From
the supernatural perspective, it is not. This is a
great paradox. In order to gain, we must lose. In
order to obtain, we must let go. What we gain is
something eternal. What we lose, is something
transitory. Jesus showed us this in His perfect
self-offering on the cross.
Be encouraged during this Lenten journey
to take the risk. Enter into the spiritual “desert”.
Confront those parts of yourself that mar your Godgiven dignity. Be courageous in extricating the
unproductive “spiritual appendages” in your life in
order to make the fundamental “heart” of yourself
grow and blossom! God bless!
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Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Vanessa Castaneda and
daughter Audrina who recently registered at
our parish. We are glad to have them be an
active part of our growing faith community.

Spring Forward Next Sunday
Just a reminder that next Sunday, March
8th, we “spring” forward, so be sure to
set your clocks before you go to bed on
Saturday night so that you are on time for
Mass on Sunday!

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament
of Anointing of the Sick at Mass this coming
Friday, March 6th, at 5:30 p.m. All who are
infirm, preparing for surgery, or advanced in
years are particularly encouraged to join us
for the Sacrament of Healing.

May He Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
Newt Dyer, father of parishioner Theresa
Arizmendi, who was buried last week. Please
keep the family in your prayers.

Lenten Parish Mission
Something Good Is About to Happen!
Fr. Blaise Czaja, C.P. will be leading us
in a Lenten Parish Mission titled “Come
Encounter Jesus” during the 5th Week of
Lent. Please be sure to clear your calendars
for the week of March 29th so your family
can attend all three nights (M-T-W.) Jesus
will be moving, touching lives, healing and

blessing his people. Come and hear the Good
News and come to know God in a more deeply
intimate and personal way.

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten
Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday
evening of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The stations
are a long tradition, which has basis in the
ancient Church when people made pilgrimages
to the holy sites where Jesus exercised his
ministry. Over time, people began to trace the
steps of Jesus on the road to Calvary within
their own churches, particularly when it was no
longer safe to travel to the Holy Land. Join us
in keeping this tradition alive. It only requires
one-half hour of time.

Farewell Gathering For Fr. Eric
As we announced a couple of weekends ago,
our Parochial Vicar, Fr. Eric Chapa, will be be
leaving us. For the past several months, he has
been dealing with some health struggles that
have prevented him from engaging in ministry.
Fortunately, he has been connected with a
specialist in Houston who has been very helpful
for him. Fr. Eric’s treatment and recovery will
take some time, but there are some positive
signs. In the meantime, Fr. Eric will be moving
to his home parish, St. Peter the Apostle in
Annaville, to live in residence there while he
works on his plan of recovery. We want to
invite you to a farewell gathering for him, next
Saturday evening, March 7th, at 6:30 pm in
the parish hall. Please come and express your
good wishes to him and thank him for all he
has done for our parish! We hope to receive
another Parochial Vicar in the near future.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Lenten Guidelines for Fasting and Abstinence
Please remember that Lent is a time for penance in order to draw us out of
our own selfishness and attend to the voice of God in our lives. As a part of our
observance of Lent, we are asked to fast on Good Friday. Fasting consists of
eating only one full meal and two smaller snacks (the two snacks, when added
together should equal no more than one meal). Fasting is required of all Catholics
18-59 years of age. Abstinence is required of all Catholics age 14 and older and
consists of refraining from eating meat on all the Fridays of Lent. Meat includes
red meat and poultry. Fish and vegetables are acceptable.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
Make your Lenten Observance extra special this year! Join us for daily Mass
at 6:30 a.m. during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash Wednesday. If you are
unable, consider joining us for any of the other daily Masses during the week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass
Join us for weekly Mass at 8:15 a.m. each Saturday during the Lenten Season,
beginning February 29th, the Saturday after Ash Wednesday. We will also be
praying the rosary starting at 8:00 a.m., prior to Mass, so please join us!

Coffee Volunteers Needed!
We continue the tradition of having coffee and juice available on the porch
after the 6:30 a.m. daily Mass, beginning Monday, March 2nd, and are looking
for volunteers to help. If you attend this Mass and would like to volunteer to
help prepare, set-up, serve or clean-up, please let one of the volunteers on the
porch know.

40 Cans for Lent!
Once again, our Acts of Charity ministry is sponsoring “40
Cans for Lent”! You are asked to bring in one can of food
for each of the 40 days of Lent, February 26th – April 5th,
to be left in the containers that will be placed in the back of
the church. Please bring canned or bagged items, nothing
frozen or perishable. Your sacrifices and these cans will be
donated to the Food Bank of Corpus Christi.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 1st
ALL DAY – Scouts Day of Recollection – Caf.-CC#1&2
10:00AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC
5:30-9:00PM – Life Teen - YC
Monday, March 2nd
6:00PM – Cubs – CAF
6:30-7:30PM – Confirmation Class – CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, March 3rd
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
6:30PM – Alhambra – R
Wednesday, March 4th
5:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30-7:30PM – CCD & Parents – CAF - CC#1&2
Thursday, March 5th
1:00PM – Bridge groups – CC#1&2
3:30-4:00PM – School - PH
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, March 6th
ALL DAY – School – PH &K
2:00-5:00PM – Chess Club – CC#1
2:30PM – School Stations of the Cross – CH
5:30PM – Healing Mass - CH
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross – CH
7:30PM – Santo Niño Mass - CH
Saturday, March 7th
6:00-8:00AM – TMIY – CC#2
8:00AM-12:00PM – J.T.D. – CAF
10:00AM – Baptism class – CC#2
11:00AM – Wedding - CH
Sunday, March 8th
10:00AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC
5:30PM – Life Teen - YC

Catholic Daughters Meeting
The Catholic Daughters invite all women of the parish, and
especially new parishioners, to attend their meeting on Sunday,
March 8th, at 2:00 PM in CC#2. Refreshments will be served. Come
and be an active member of the St. Pius family. Join us in fellowship
and faith sharing. FMI, 361-994-1460. “. . . come, follow me. (Mt
19:21)

Melchizedek Project
A discernment group for young men ages 15-22 who love Jesus Christ and His
Church, and who are willing to talk with other like-minded young men about their
future are invited to attend. It will at Most Precious Blood – St. Juliana Family
Center on February 29th, March 21st, April 25th and May 16th from 2-3:30pm
each time. Refreshments provided. For more information, please contact Carlos
De la Rosa at 361-241-3142.
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That Man Is You
LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This week Life Teen will be starting a new series called
Choose Your Own Adventure. We all love a great adventure
story. Maybe that’s because, deep down, we know we’re
designed to live an adventure story of our own — and with
Jesus, we can. There is no greater adventure than the
journey of knowing God more deeply, so in this 4-week
series, we’ll talk about four ways we can do that: by spending
time with God, spending time with others, sharing our stories,
and using our gifts to serve others.
Sunday, March 1 - Choose Your Own Adventure Week 1
Sunday, March 8 - Spring Break Social Night

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
This week Edge will be continuing their series on Lent
called Nova.
Wednesday, March 4 - Nova Week 2: The Branches
Wednesday, March 11- Nova Week 3: Uprooted

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Financial Report for Sunday 2/23/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $12,578.02
Sunday Online...................... $3,619.00
Other Income........................... $110.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $16,307.02

Busy Person’s Lenten Retreat
Are you interested in attending a retreat while still being able to
continue your normal day? The Busy Person’s Retreat is for you!
You will commit to 30 minutes of Scriptural prayer daily and meet
with a spiritual companion one-on-one for 30-45 minutes a day.
The retreat will be offered at Incarnate Word Convent, 5201 Lipes
Blvd. from March 30-April 2, 2020. The retreat will begin with an
organizational meeting on at 3:00 pm Sunday afternoon (3/29).
Monday to Thursday there will be an individual session with an
IW Sister scheduled at a mutually agreeable time. Reservations
can be made with Sr. Martha O’Gara by phone at 361-882-5413
or by email at smogara@iwbscc.org. Deadline: March 26, 2020.
(Number of applicants is limited to a first come, first served basis.)

Pope Francis on LENT
Fast from HURTING WORDS and say KIND WORDS.
Fast from SADNESS and be filled with GRATITUDE.

Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $370.00
Ash Wednesday...................... $130.00
Church in Latin America.............. $7.00
Total Other Contributions......... $507.00

Fast from ANGER and be filled with PATIENCE.

Total Contributions.............. $16,814.02

Fast from COMPLAINTS and contemplate SIMPLICITY.

Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (1/31/20)....... $125,317.29
Ending balance................. $264,151.76
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Steve Bollman is back next week to lead us through this Lenten
season. As we walk through some incredible depth in the book
of John, we discover that it is great desire that leads Christ into
his passion and in fact his passion ends still with desire, “I thirst”.
This week we enter into this desire and ask the question, “What
is this desire of Jesus Christ?” The entire chapter of John 17 is
Christ’s prayer to the Father. St. John gives us a glimpse. Join us
for another contemplative session in this series. Discover what it
means to be a friend of Christ and discover the secrets of his heart.
Be a friend and bring a friend! See you there! We meet Saturdays,
6:30-8:00am, CC#2, coffee and refreshments provided.

Fast from PESSIMISM and be filled with HOPE.
Fast from WORRIES and TRUST IN GOD.
Fast from PRESSURES and be PRAYERFUL.
Fast from BITTERNESS and fill your heart with JOY.
Fast from SELFISHNESS and be COMPASSIONATE to others.
Fast from GRUDGES and be RECONCILED.
Fast from WORDS and be SILENT so you can listen.

School News By Interim Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive citizen in today’s world.

We would like to thank everyone who donated to or helped out at
our rummage sale, especially our teachers and staff, Peggy Didear,
Lawrence and Ronnie Balderas, Sara Villareal, Dennis and Karen
Farias, Martin Gonzalez, Sherry Gilleland, Ernie Pena, Joe Vasquez,
and Manuel Tamez. We made over $5,000. We are very blessed for
the generous donations that continue to support our noble mission of
providing a Catholic Education for our students.
The Barefoot Mardi Gras Parade took place last Saturday and our
Cheer squad participated. The girls had so much fun performing on
the beach and waving to the crowd.
This past Saturday, we had three scouts from Pack 157 cross
over to Troop 157 at Camp Karankawa at Lake Mathis. Adam Black
and Greg Rodriguez II, 5th graders, were part of the cross over.
Congratulations Scouts!
Pre-registration is ongoing as well. We have welcomed many new
students to our Blue Jay family. It is such an honor to share our special
community with new families. If you know someone who is looking for
an excellent education for their child, please send them our way.
We are still looking for an Enriched Math Teacher. If you know of a
Texas certified teacher for grades 1-6 (preferably GT certified) who is
looking for a new opportunity, please send him or her our way! Don’t
forget to check out our St. Pius X Catholic School Facebook page, our
Instagram, our Twitter Account @StPiusXCSCCTX, and South Texas
Catholic to view coverage of all events.

Upcoming Events
Fish Fry
St. Pius X Catholic School is hosting a Lenten Fish
Fry in the parish hall on Ash Wednesday and on all
Fridays during Lent from 4:30 - 7:00 pm. Each plate
will be $8 and will include beer-battered fish, french
fries, and fresh coleslaw. You can take your order
to-go or dine-in, then join us in the church at 7 pm for
stations of the cross.

17th Annual Golf Classic
Join us at the Corpus Christi Country Club
on Friday, March 27th, 2020. Enjoy a day of
golf, prizes, and refreshments at this premier
private golf course. $175 per player and
registration starts at noon. The link to sign up
to play is bit.ly/2020SPX For more information
contact David Hinojosa at 210-393-3015 or at
davidmhinojosa@yahoo.com We are also still
looking for sponsors and silent auction items. If
you are interested in sponsorship or donating an item, please email
bhinojosa@stpiusxschoolcc.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
VOLUNTEERS FOR VBS
If YOU ARE 14 YEARS OF AGE or older and would
like to volunteer to be a part of the staff for Vacation Bible
School, please contact Sister Barbara at 993-4053.

VBS REGISTRATION BEGINS!
Early registration begins March 1 - May 18th. Cost is
$25 per child. After May 18th, the cost is $30 per child.
Registrations forms can be found at the doors of the
church, or at the parish office during office hours.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 1-5
The train is on the track ready to bring
aboard staff and passengers. IF YOU
would like to be a staff member, must be
15 or older, please call Sr. Barbara Netek
at (361)993-4053.
We will be registering passengers, 5-12
years only, beginning in March.
Come aboard for a trip of a lifetime!

Fullness of Truth
This Lent, on March 27th & 28th at Most Precious
Blood Parish, Fullness of Truth & the Augustine Institute
present “Veni Sancte Spiritu: Rediscovering the Poser
& Purpose of the Holy Spirit!” with a mission to inspire
Catholics to enkindle a personal devotion to the Holy
Spirit, and a renewed confidence in His constant presence
in our lives. To register and for more information, visit:
fullnessoftruth.org or call 1-877-218-7884.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 29th
8:15AM † James W. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
5:30PM † Frank Kollaja by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sunday, March 1st
8:00AM † Lydia Vasquez by her family
10:00AM † Sarah Gough Bordenet by Sondra Cazalas
12:00PM M/M Lupe Segura & family by Rick McCabe
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, March 2nd
6:30AM † Else Hesse by Al & Adelle Hesse
8:15AM † Rev. Bill Heery by Art & Mary Salinas
Tuesday, March 3rd
6:30AM
Living & deceased members of the Altar Society by G. Kraft
8:15AM † Dolores Serrato by her family
Wednesday, March 4th
6:30AM † James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen P. Kelly y James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
Julian Liam Galloway’s health by his Grampa
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Ashley Glorfield by Mary Glorfield
5:30PM † Theresie Krnavek by Ray & Carol Malish, Jr.
† Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
† Ernest Villarreal Annv. by his family
† Florencio Alvarado, Jr. Annv. by his family
Thursday, March 5th
6:30AM † Guadalupe Sifuentes by Juanita Elefante
8:15AM † James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly

Friday, March 6th
6:30AM † Albert T. Slavik & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
† Roberto Peña by Carolyn Consuelo
† Betty Kollaja by Ken & Liz Morgan
Sultanas’ Intentions
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
Lilian Van Hoof well-being by James Kelly		
† Emil Krejci by Chuck Gross
5:30PM † James McLemore by Pat McLemore
Goldie Acuña’s health by Laura Acuna
† Egal Purins by Larry & Donna Grove
† Don Leiser by Sandra DeGregorio
† Pat Booth by Sandra DeGregorio
John David Broastreet’s Intentions
† Frank Kollaja by Ken & Liz Morgan
InThanksgivingtoO.L.ofGoodSuccessbyMariaCarreon&family
Saturday, March 7th
8:15AM † Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
5:30PM † Frances Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
Sunday, March 8th
8:00AM † Christopher, John & Patricia Janosek by Kevin & Susan Janosek
10:00AM Dr.Tony DeRoden, Peggy &Amy DeRoden’s Ints. by R.McCabe
12:00PM † Stella Campos by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Jeanne
Baish, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza,
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel Garza,
Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose
Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi,
Elizabeth Johnson, Steve Jones, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher
Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene
Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Bonifacio Rodriguez,
Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo
Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, David N. Scherzer, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Santana
Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those who asked for and need our prayers.
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

