Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Dear Friends,

•

March 14, 2021

Fourth Sunday of Lent

It happens virtually every time. I light a baptismal candle from the Paschal Candle and hand it to the
baptismal godparents. As they hold it, the newly baptized child quiets down and stares at the flame of the
candle. It is almost as if the flame mesmerizes the child. Moments earlier, the baby could have been irritable,
squirmy, or just plain discontent and the minute they see the flame of that candle, it is as if the baby is lulled into
a contemplative state. It is a very beautiful and tender moment to see the wide open eyes on the baby’s face as
it is illuminated by the flame.
I can’t say that I blame babies for getting upset when I pour water over their heads during baptism. A
little water on the head is not all that comfortable. Granted, there are some babies that seem to like it because it
is reminiscent of a nice soothing bath. Nevertheless, there are quite a few that get bothered by it and some that
scream. But one thing that is common to nearly every baby is that when the candle is lit, they stare in fascination
with wide open eyes. Some reach out and want to touch the flame. Good thing the hands of the parents are
quick to stop that.
There is something about the light of the flame that draws even adults in. The warm glow, the flickering
movement, the sense of calm it seems to evoke; it is all rather captivating. It is no wonder that candles quickly
became an image of the light of Christ in Christian circles from earliest times. It has a kind of magnetic quality
that attracts people. It brightens up people’s faces, even in a well-lit room.
In the midst of the power outage during the hard freeze, I’m sure that many people pulled out the candles
to light their rooms. It hearkens back to days of yore when there was no electricity and people lived by the light
of the candle at night. Have you ever noticed what happens when you light a candle in darkness? Darkness
flees. The light of a single candle can illuminate a room and darkness is chased away. Light always overcomes
darkness. The light of the candle illuminates the faces of those around it. These images are the ones that we
are given by the Church in reference to Christ.
Christ is the light that always overcomes darkness. We are naturally drawn to his light. He is the light
that illuminates hearts. It is his light that shines in our lives and his love that is radiated from our good and
charitable actions.
These kinds of images are presented to us in the Gospel today. Nicodemus approaches Jesus to
speak with him. He is curious. He has questions in his heart that need answers. He is searching. What
is notable about Jesus’ encounter
with Nicodemus is that Nicodemus
comes to Jesus under the cover of
night. Why? Because Nicodemus
is not yet courageous enough
to approach Jesus openly. He is
fearful that his peers will notice him
associating with this Jesus. Though
he is drawn to Jesus, he still does
not want to be seen by others lest
they shun him. There is purpose
to St. John including this detail in
his gospel. Nicodemus approaches
Jesus from the darkness, but he is
obviously moving toward him into the
light. This represents the movement
of faith on the part of Nicodemus.
We see that as he comes out of the
darkness, he begins to see things
more from the perspective of light.
He becomes less afraid.
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In the other occasions where we meet Nicodemus in John’s gospel, we see Nicodemus
coming to Jesus’ defense after Jesus’ arrest by stating that Jesus deserves a fair trial. Later,
we see Nicodemus carrying the spices to assist with Jesus’ burial. It seems that Nicodemus
has moved from initial darkness and fear to courage and openness. He has come to believe.
He looked upon the crucified one and moved toward the light of faith.
As the gospel tells us, there are many who prefer darkness to light. Much evil occurs
in darkness. Those who cover up their wrongdoing want to keep it obscure so that no one
will see. Those who live in sin live in a kind of spiritual darkness and often seek to justify their
actions through lies and deceit. Ultimately, they end up deceiving themselves. But the Truth
brings things out into the light. And as light is shed upon things, the lies and deceit have no
where to run.
As we look around at current affairs, we see how light always overcomes darkness.
Lies always give way to Truth. Christ’s light always overcomes the darkness of evil. As
Christians, who have been gifted with the light of Christ by virtue of our Baptism, we must bring
Christ’s light into a darkened world. The light that we possess is not our own. It is Christ who
illuminates us. But as we give witness to the light of Christ’s truth, we will chase away evil
and God’s purpose will be accomplished. Let us move away from darkness and come into
Christ’s light by virtuous living. Let’s shine forth Christ’s goodness in the world!
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Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Larry & Anna Marie Olivares and granddaughter Annalee. Welcome
also, John & Danielle Buchanan and children: Jonathon, Matthew & Theodore, who recently
registered at our parish. We are glad to have them be an active part of our growing faith community.

Penitential Services Scheduled
We invite you to our Lenten Penitential Services on Monday, March 15 th, at 6:30 p.m. and
Wednesday, March 17th, at 12:00 noon.
If you are unable to attend ours, then the following parishes will have theirs as follows:
Wednesday, March 17th at 6:30 p.m. – St. Andrews By the Sea
Thursday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m. – St. Paul the Apostle
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

CRS Rice Bowl – Elo, Timor Leste
Timor-Leste is a small Asian country, slightly larger than
the state of Connecticut. It’s on the other side of the world
near Australia, and it’s one of the world’s newest countries—
only 18 years old. In comparison, the United States will be 245 years old this
year! Many families in Timor-Leste live in rural areas and work as farmers. But
challenges like changing weather patterns make it difficult to grow enough food.
They depend on rice as a main part of their meals, and hunger and malnutrition
are big problems. More than one-third of people in Timor-Leste don’t have reliable
access to enough nutritious food. This especially affects children and their ability
to develop to their full potential.

Men’s Club News
The regular monthly meeting of the Men’s Club will be held this
Tuesday, February 16th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, starting
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. For any men of the Parish who are
interested in this ministry and fellowship opportunity, please
feel free to join us!! Masks are required and social distancing
will be observed.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 14th
3:00PM – Catholic Scouting Comm. – CC#2
Monday, March 15th
6:00PM – Confirmation class – CC#2
6:30PM – Penance Service – CH
6:30PM – Cubs - CAF
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, March 16th
6:30PM – Men’s Club - PH
Wednesday, March 17th
12:00PM – Penance Service - CH
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, March 18th
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF & CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, March 19th
Saturday, March 20th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Beware of Email Scams!
Recently, people in the parish have been receiving emails that appear as if
they are coming from Fr. Paul. They have a message that states something
like: “Good afternoon, I need you to do something important for me. Are you
available? Please let me know.” Please disregard these as they are a SCAM.
Anyone who has responded to them will receive a message back asking for gift
cards in the amount of $500 to Ebay. Fr. Paul or any priest will not make such
a request. Therefore, do not respond to those emails. There has been a string
of these scams using the names of other priests and even the bishop as well.
Always note the email address. You can usually spot the fake email address if it
is a gmail or aol domain. We do not use those kinds of accounts.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass

40 Cans for Lent!
Once again, our Acts of
Charity ministry is sponsoring
“40 Cans for Lent”! You are
asked to bring in one can of
food for each of the 40 days
of Lent, February 17th – March 28th, to be left
in the containers that will be placed in the
back of the church. Please bring canned or
bagged items, nothing frozen or perishable.
Your sacrifices and these cans will be donated
to the Food Bank of Corpus Christi.

Make your Lenten Observance extra special this year! Join us for daily Mass
at 6:30 a.m. during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash Wednesday. If you are
unable, consider joining us for any of the other daily Masses during the week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass
Please join us every Saturday during Lent. We will have Mass at 8:15 a.m.,
preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday evening of
Lent at 7:00 p.m. The stations are a long tradition, which has
basis in the ancient Church when people made pilgrimages
to the holy sites where Jesus exercised his ministry. Over
time, people began to trace the steps of Jesus on the road to
Calvary within their own churches, particularly when it was no
longer safe to travel to the Holy Land. Join us in keeping this tradition alive. It
only requires one-half hour of time.
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Easter Flower Offering
Please donate for Easter Flowers! For those who receive contribution envelopes monthly, you will find an envelope for Easter
Flower offerings in your packets. Those who don’t receive envelopes in the mail can find flower offering envelopes for your
convenience at the doors of the church. If you would like to make a contribution, please return the donation to the church by Sunday,
March 28th, so that donor’s names can be included in our Easter Bulletin.

The Jewish Roots of Holy Week
If you knew you only had one week left to live, how would you spend it? What would you do? Most people know that Jesus
celebrated the Last Supper on Holy Thursday, died on Good Friday, and lay dead in the tomb on Holy Saturday. But what about
the other days of Holy Week? What did Jesus choose to say and do on the last seven days of his life? In this 2-hour presentation,
Dr. Brant Pitre takes his knowledge of the Jewish roots of Christianity and uses it to unveil the mysteries of the most sacred and
solemn week of the entire year: “Holy Week.” There will be two showings of this presentation, both on Tuesday, March 30th in the
Youth Center. The afternoon session will be from 2-4 pm, and the evening session will be from 7-9 pm.

New Directives Issued by Bishop Mulvey Regarding Mass Procedures
In light of Governor Abbott’s executive order (GA34) lifting the COVID-19 operating limits for businesses and establishments,
Bishop Mulvey has issued new guidance regarding safety practices for those attending Mass. In an effort to try to balance these
new guidelines, while also ensuring the comfort and safety of those who may still be hesitant, we will implement the following
practices:
1. The pews in the two main center sections of the church will now be open. We will no longer close every other pew. Everyone
is invited to keep a safe and respectful distance (in as much as possible) and staggered seating is recommended.
2. The side section closest to the baptismal font and the statues of Mary and Joseph will continue to have every other pew roped
off so that those who wish to maintain more distances can be seated there. The seating in the sections farthest back where the
stained glass window of St. Pius X is and in the alcoves, will also remain as seating where 6 feet distance is maintained.
3. All church entrances/exits will be open and can be used. People are welcome to seat themselves.
4. Hand sanitizer and other sanitization procedures will remain in place.
5. Wearing of masks is still very strongly urged.
6. The holding of hands during the Lord’s Prayer and hand shaking during the Sign of Peace is still omitted.
7. The method of distributing Holy Communion will remain the same.
REMINDER: Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to a person who is COVID positive within 7 days should
remain at home. Those who are at risk due to underlying health conditions and those who are elderly are encouraged, for their
own health, to avoid the risk of attending public celebrations of the Mass. The dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend
Mass is still in place for this group of people only. The Masses will still be live-streamed and if there is overflow, we will stream to
the parish hall.

Bishop’s Appeal for Families
There will be no Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal or BSA this year. Instead, Bishop Mulvey has dedicated our diocese and the
rebuilding of our parishes to St. Joseph. He has also launched a special Appeal for Families and is asking families that are able
to do so, to make a pledge and help other families in need throughout the Diocese. This special appeal will replace the BSA this
year and is an opportunity for each of us to reach out to other families that have been hit hard through this pandemic. Please go
to the Diocesan website at www.diocesecc.org, to make a pledge. This fund will be listed under Online Giving when you log in to
your account and do a “Quick Give”. As always, our parish is very grateful for your support of our Bishop’s initiatives to help other
families in need.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

MASK MANDATE- What’s up now?
At this time we will NOT be changing any of our current policies that are in place. Students and staff are still required to wear
their masks. An official statement from the Diocese will come out soon. I will send it out via email as soon as I receive it.

IMPORTANT DATES
NEW QUARTER: 3/15/21
2nd Grade-Reconciliation 3/18/21
GOLF TOURNAMENT 4/16/21
2nd Grade- First Holy Communion 4/25/21

Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph.
In these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need a
father-figure to help guide us. St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to
provide us with stability and protection. We encourage you to use
this prayer during this year.

Prayer to St. Joseph

Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful
custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of virgins,
were committed; I pray insistently and beseech you by these
dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being preserved from all
uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste
body, ever most chastely serve Jesus and Mary all the days of
my life. Amen.

Dispensation from Abstaining from Meat on
Feast of St. Joseph
For those who wish, and in observance of the Feast of St. Joseph
on Friday, March 19, 2021, the Bishop has granted a dispensation
from the obligation to abstain from meat. As Pope Francis has
declared, December 8, 2020, through December 8, 2021, the year
of St. Joseph, we are encouraged to set time aside on this day to
reflect on the role of St. Joseph and pray for his intercession in
our families.

TRAVELING MONSTRANCE COMING MAY 6th
A Traveling Monstrance is making its way from parish to parish
with the sole purpose of uniting us in prayer before our Lord in
Holy Hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in preparation of
the Feast of Corpus Christi. After traveling the entire diocese, the
monstrance will be used at our diocesan Feast of Corpus Christi
celebration scheduled on June 3, 2021. We invite all of you to
embrace this opportunity in coming together as the Body of Christ
and spending time with Our Lord in prayer as we honor the Name
we bear as a diocese. The Traveling Monstrance will be here at
St. Pius X on May 6th. Mark your calendars!

Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine Discouraged
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops have stated
that Catholics should avoid the new Johnson & Johnson
COVID-19 Vaccine due to it having been formulated from
abortion-derived cell lines. Therefore, the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines are to be preferred. Visit www.usccb.org to see
their statement.

5

Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 13th
8:15AM † David Case by Mary Fodor
5:30PM † Alice Didear by the Didear family
Sunday, March 14th
8:00AM † Alejandro & Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas
10:00AM † Vernon Krause by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Gabriel Hinojosa by his mother
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, March 15th
6:30AM † James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
Tuesday, March 16th
6:30AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner
8:15AM † Patrick DeGregorio by his family
Wednesday, March 17th
6:30AM † Albert T. & May Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Patricia Gore by family
† Deceased members of the Darilek Family
† Gerald I. Higdon by his family
† George Hoelscher by Charles & Cecilia Hoelscher
† Jose Mejia by his family
† Donna Tindall by Lucy Boyd
5:30PM † Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
† Maury Jarrell by Elizabeth & Blake O’Lavin
† Roquelito Auza by Riza Auza & kids: Raizel, Liliane & Miriam
† Jerry & Gloria Alvarez by Paul & Patricia Nielsen
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Thursday, March18th
6:30AM † David N. Scherzer by Grace Scherzer
8:15AM † Judy West by Ken & Liz Morgan
Friday, March 19th
6:30AM † Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
8:15 AM † Barrera/Hoy family by Rita Hoy
5:30PM † Ethel Dulak by Linda B. Leal
Saturday, March 20th
8:15AM † Judge Bonner Dorsey by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by Austin Janosek
Sunday, March 21st
8:00AM † Ethel Dulak by Harley & Karen Day
10:00AM † Maria Rangel by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Catherine Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 03/07/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $17,672.80
Sunday Online.................... $11,016.00
Other Revenue........................ $200.00
Easter Flowers........................ $750.00
Filipino 1st Friday.................... $175.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $29,813.80
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $870.00
Ash Wednesday...................... $309.00
Black/Indian Missions................ $50.00
CRS........................................... $30.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,259.00
Total Contributions.............. $31,072.80
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (2/28/21)....... $228,546.89
Ending balance................. $160,922.16

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole Cuellar., Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Harly
Day, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand, Janice Harney, Owen Harris, Roger
Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes,
Mark Hyde, DCJ, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki,
Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka,
Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore,
Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Sandra R. Nicolas, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason
Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores
Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Patricia Riek,
Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell,
Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez,
Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Andrew
Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally
Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.

