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Dear Friends,

•

March 7, 2021

Third Sunday of Lent

I’ve visited Washington, D.C. on a handful of occasions. If you’ve been there, you know that, apart from
the politics that goes on there, it is an incredible place. The edifices, monuments, and museums all seem to
breathe forth the story of liberty. One cannot visit and not be inspired by the history and the hard-fought cause
of freedom that is communicated through architecture, art, and words. We grow up learning about these things
in school and we constantly see the buildings on the news and therefore, to actually be there to see history in
person is awe-inspiring.
There are a few places there that struck me in particular. The Capitol Building was impressive, with its
statuary and paintings. The tour of the White House was equally spine-tingling. I marveled at the impressiveness
of the Lincoln Memorial and looked out over the expanse of the National Mall imagining Dr. Martin Luther King
giving his speech from the steps of the memorial. I’d have to say though, that one of the places that stood out
for me during my first visit, was a place that I didn’t expect to impact me. It was the Jefferson Memorial. The
memorial is a simple, round, open-air structure that merely has a statue of President Thomas Jefferson in the
center as the focal point. The interior marble walls were engraved with specific quotes from Jefferson. Among
them were statements about religious freedom and excerpts from the Declaration of Independence. I may have
been impacted by that monument more than others because it was much quieter and less crowded, so I was
able to ponder the purpose more easily.
As I stood there reading the quotes and examining the statue, I felt transported in time in some way
to the dawning days of our nation. I felt a sense of pride and an awareness of how our nation was founded
on eternal principles governed by the Almighty. I felt in some way that God had imbued our forefathers with a
special grace and blessing that enabled them to establish a great nation like ours. I felt a sense of reverence
at that monument and a reverence for our country. I became thankful that I was born in such a great nation.
There are many such places that foster reverence, either because of the style of architecture, or because
of what they represent. Even so, there sometimes have to be reminders to observe that reverence. Personnel
in various places will often remind people to maintain a sense of decorum and reaffirm the reverence which is due.
When I’ve visited the Sistine Chapel, for instance, there is usually quite a crowd staring up at the classic
ceiling painted by Michelangelo. It can
be pretty chaotic and the noise level
can get pretty high. There is always
a guard that periodically speaks into
a microphone saying, “Silenzio” and
“Shhh!” to quiet the people down. It
can be quite humorous hearing the
guard do that over and over.
Reverence is something
that seems to be disappearing in
our world. We are losing a sense
of appropriateness and decorum in
important places. People dress down
at important public events. At church
too, we often get carried away in
conversations and we forget we are
in the presence of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. Often, our lack of reverence
for places reflects a lack of reverence
for ourselves. The more we lose
respect for ourselves, the more our
society loses respect and reverence
for the important things in our lives.
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When Jesus enters into the Temple area, as he does in today’s Gospel, he encounters
people who have forgotten the profound dignity of the Temple. We are told that he knocks over
tables and drives people out. This is more than an action that is motivated by their disregard
for a building. It has a more profound meaning. They had developed a disregard for the
Temple of God because they have lost sight of God. They had allowed greed to invade their
hearts. Jesus is making a statement that he will become the center of worship. The temple
will ultimately be destroyed, but he will become the New Temple will be built of living stones.
In all of this, we are reminded that reverence for God ought to be safeguarded. The
minute we begin to disregard who God and throw out his plan for us, we will begin to lose
that reverence. If we begin to excuse our sensual immorality or try do do things like redefine
gender, we confuse and cloud reality. If we shun God’s laws regarding life and its sacredness,
then anything goes. Soon everything collapses.
The first reading this weekend presents to us the Ten Commandments, otherwise
known as the Decalogue. The Commandments were more than a bunch of prescriptions
God gave us to keep us from sinning. They were given as principles that safeguard us and
preserve our dignity and the reverence with which we must treat ourselves and treat God. If
we realized that each of us is dignified as being a holy place where God dwells, then we would
be awestruck at the profound mystery in which we share. Let’s return to the Lord’s ways. Let’s
rediscover his plan. Let’s reverence once again that each of us is a temple of the Holy Spirit!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner Laurel McInnis, and for the soul of Ruth
Gunnar, whose funeral services were held here this past week. Please keep their families in
your prayers.

Spring Forward Next Sunday

Maintenance
Ernie Peña, Jose Vasquez,
Yolanda Villarreal

Just a reminder that next Sunday, March 14th, we “spring” forward, so be
sure to set your clocks before you go to bed on Saturday night so that you
are on time for Mass on Sunday!

Bulletin/Website Editor
Lisa Catchings

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

CRS Rice Bowl – Hola, El Salvador
Some young people in Ahuachapán in eastern El Salvador
think that being a farmer is a thing of the past. Their families
have farmed for generations, but climate change and
soil erosion have caused harvests—and therefore, their
incomes—to shrink considerably. Edwin Carlos, a 17-yearold eager to support his parents and two little brothers, did not see farming in
his future. However, after a teacher told him about how new techniques and
technology were changing the way farming was being done to help restore the
environment, he changed his mind. Edwin Carlos decided to join a group of 220
students who are learning skills like the importance of distancing when plowing
and how burning harvest residue can harm the land and air.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
Make your Lenten Observance extra special this year! Join us for daily Mass
at 6:30 a.m. during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash Wednesday. If you are
unable, consider joining us for any of the other daily Masses during the week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 7th
3:00PM – Catholic Scouting Comm. – CC#2
Monday, March 8th
7:00PM – WWP – YC
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, March 9th
1:00-3:00PM – Sultanas – CC#2
Wednesday, March 10th
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, March 11th
9:15AM -WWP- YC
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF & CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Confessions – PH
Friday, March 12th
7:00PM – Stations - CH
Saturday, March 13th
9:00AM- 1:00PM – J. T D. - PH
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Please join us every Saturday during Lent. We will have Mass at 8:15 a.m.,
preceded by the Rosary at 8:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines for Fasting and Abstinence
Please remember that Lent is a time for penance in order to draw us out of
our own selfishness and attend to the voice of God in our lives. As a part of our
observance of Lent, we are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Fasting consists of eating only one full meal and two smaller snacks (the two
snacks, when added together should equal no more than one meal). Fasting
is required of all Catholics 18-59 years of age. Abstinence is required of all
Catholics age 14 and older and consists of refraining from eating meat on all
the Fridays of Lent. Meat includes red meat and poultry. Fish and vegetables
are acceptable.

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday evening of
Lent at 7:00 p.m. The stations are a long tradition, which has
basis in the ancient Church when people made pilgrimages
to the holy sites where Jesus exercised his ministry. Over
time, people began to trace the steps of Jesus on the road
to Calvary within their own churches, particularly when it was no longer safe to
travel to the Holy Land. Join us in keeping this tradition alive. It only requires
one-half hour of time.

40 Cans for Lent!
Once again, our Acts of Charity ministry is sponsoring “40
Cans for Lent”! You are asked to bring in one can of food
for each of the 40 days of Lent, February 17th – March 28th,
to be left in the containers that will be placed in the back of
the church. Please bring canned or bagged items, nothing
frozen or perishable. Your sacrifices and these cans will be
donated to the Food Bank of Corpus Christi.
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Easter Flower Offering
Please donate for Easter Flowers! For those who receive contribution envelopes monthly, you will find an envelope for Easter
Flower offerings in your packets. Those who don’t receive envelopes in the mail can find flower offering envelopes for your
convenience at the doors of the church. If you would like to make a contribution, please return the donation to the church by Sunday,
March 28th, so that donor’s names can be included in our Easter Bulletin.

TRAVELING MONSTRANCE COMING MAY 6th
We are embarking upon a tremendous opportunity to unite the Body of Christ in a profound way within our diocese. Parishes are
taking part in a diocesan-wide program that will unite the Diocese of Corpus Christi in prayer through the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. A Traveling Monstrance is making its way from parish to parish with the sole purpose of uniting us in prayer before
our Lord in Holy Hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in preparation of the Feast of Corpus Christi. After traveling the entire
diocese, the monstrance will be used at our diocesan Feast of Corpus Christi celebration scheduled on June 3, 2021. We invite all
of you to embrace this opportunity in coming together as the Body of Christ and spending time with Our Lord in prayer as we honor
the Name we bear as a diocese. The Traveling Monstrance will be here at St. Pius X on May 6 th. Mark your calendars!

Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine Discouraged
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops have stated that Catholics
should avoid the new Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine due to it having been formulated from abortion-derived cell lines.
Therefore, the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines are to be preferred. Visit www.usccb.org to see their statement.

Guidelines Being Prepared In Light of Governor’s Executive Order
Governor Greg Abbot has opened Texas to 100% and has lifted the mask mandate. In light of this action, the diocese is preparing
policy guidelines to help us going forward. We will do everything we can to ensure people feel comfortable coming to church and
protecting people’s safety. We will make these policies available once we receive them.

The Journey Discernment Retreat
Wondering what God has in store for you? Are you curious about how to begin the journey of discovering the meaning of your
life and where God is calling you? If you are between the ages of 17-35, come join other like-minded young adults. Saturday,
March 20th, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the TAMUCC Newman Center. For more info or to receive registration link, email bcummings@
diocesecc.org.

Year of St. Joseph
Pope Francis has dedicated this year as the Year of St. Joseph. In these days of turmoil and seeming lack of direction, we need
a father-figure to help guide us. St. Joseph is the perfect Saint to provide us with stability and protection. We encourage you to
use this prayer during this year.

Prayer to St. Joseph

Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and Mary, Virgin of
virgins, were committed; I pray insistently and beseech you by these dear pledges, Jesus and Mary, that being preserved
from all uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste body, ever most chastely serve Jesus and Mary
all the days of my life. Amen.

Bishop’s Appeal for Families
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There will be no Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal or BSA this year. Instead, Bishop Mulvey has dedicated our diocese
Creator Makes All Things
and the rebuilding Our
of our
parishes to St. Joseph. He has also launched a special Appeal for Families and is asking
Bishop
Mulvey
is reaching
out to
with
a Pastoral
Dedication
to help other families in need throughout the Diocese. This special
families
that
are able
do
so, to Message
make aand
pledge
and
St.
Joseph will
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alsoopportunity
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BSA
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special
Appeal
For Families.
will replace this
year’s Bishop’s
hit hard
through
thisThis
pandemic.
Please
go toStewardship
the Diocesan website at www.diocesecc.org, to make a pledge. This
Appeal. If you are able to help other families, please pledge at DioceseCC.org
fund will be listed under Online Giving when you log in to your account and do a “Quick Give”. As always, our parish
is very grateful for your support of our Bishop’s initiatives to help other families in need.

School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

PRE REGISTRATION
I am happy to say that some of our classes are now full or close to being full for next year! We currently have some families on
a waiting list. If you have not registered yet, I encourage you to do so. I am so pleased with the new families we have met and
registered. They are wonderful families and I look forward to introducing them to you soon. Remember it is $100 to pre-register
and hold your spot for next year. The rest of the registration payment is not due until our June 18th deadline. I love that we are
having a strong start to the 2021/2022 school year! All glory and honor to our Lord Jesus Christ!

MASK MANDATE- What’s up now?
At this time we will NOT be changing any of our current policies that are in place. Students and staff are still required to wear
their masks. An official statement from the Diocese will come out soon. I will send it out via email as soon as I receive it.

IMPORTANT DATES
SPRING BREAK: March 8th-12th
NEW QUARTER: 3/15/21
2nd Grade-Reconciliation 3/18/21
GOLF TOURNAMENT 4/16/21
2nd Grade- First Holy Communion 4/25/21

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Blue Jay Families,
What a fun week we are having! Our students have enjoyed
focusing on literacy and what it means to be a good reader.
Don’t forget to wear green tomorrow for Green Eggs & Ham
day and Pajamas on Friday for a day of reading. I am needing
some help with collecting silent auction items for the golf
tournament. 100% of what your donation auctions off for will
go to your family commitment. We are asking for all donations
to be in by March 15th so we have time to feature them on the
golf website. You can submit the item yourself right from the
website if you like. Visit http://bit.ly/SPXGOLF or bring your
item to the school office. Thank you for helping us make this a
successful event.

The Jewish Roots of Holy Week
If you knew you only had one week left to live,
how would you spend it? What would you do?
Most people know that Jesus celebrated the Last
Supper on Holy Thursday, died on Good Friday,
and lay dead in the tomb on Holy Saturday. But
what about the other days of Holy Week? What
did Jesus choose to say and do on the last
seven days of his life? In this 2-hour presentation, Dr. Brant Pitre
takes his knowledge of the Jewish roots of Christianity and uses
it to unveil the mysteries of the most sacred and solemn week of
the entire year: “Holy Week.” There will be two showings of this
presentation, both on Tuesday, March 30th in the Youth Center.
The afternoon session will be from 2-4 pm, and the evening
session will be from 7-9 pm.

Day of Prayer, Fasting and Adoration
The Blessed Eucharist will be exposed in Holy Hour and
Adoration at the Corpus Christi Cathedral at 6:00 p.m. every
Wednesday. If you are able, please join us in person. Social
Distancing and health precautions are still in effect. Holy Hour
will also be live-steamed via Facebook (Diocese, Corpus Christi
Cathedral, and KLUX 89.5), Diocese website at diocesecc.org/
faith-resources and on YouTube (Diocese of Corpus Christi).
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 6th
8:15AM † Gus, Rita & Pedro Barrera by Joe & Janie Vela
5:30PM † Emil Krejci by Chuck Gross
Sunday, March 7th
8:00AM † Ethel Dulak by Angela & Randy Wendel
10:00AM † Frances Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
12:00PM † Stella Campos by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, March 8th
6:30AM † James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
Tuesday, March 9th
6:30AM † Louis Richard by William Wagner
8:15AM † Lester Cunningham by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Wednesday, March 10th
6:30AM † Albert T. & May Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Didear Family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner
† Patricia Gore by family
† Lindy Lynn Best by Mary & J.R. Jones
5:30PM † Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsky
† Maury Jarrell by Elizabeth & Blake O’Lavin
† Jerry & Gloria Alvarez by Paul & Patricia Neilson
† George Hoelscher by Robert & Judy Buchanan
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Thursday, March11th
6:30AM † Jane Tisdale by Paul Tisdale
8:15AM † Frank Baish by family
Friday, March 12th
6:30AM † Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
8:15 AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
5:30PM † Frank Battaglia by Betsy & Blake O’Lavin
Saturday, March 13th
8:15AM † David Case by May Fodor
5:30PM † Alice Didear by the Didear family
Sunday, March 14th
8:00AM † Alejandro & Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas
10:00AM † Vernon Krause by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Gabriel Hinojosa by his mother
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Heriberto D. Ramos, OD

Optometric Glaucoma Specialist
Board Certified, American Board of Optometry
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7042 S. Staples Street, Suite 101, 78412
361-980-0523
www.completefamilyeyecare-cc.com
BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 02/28/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $10,167.22
Sunday Online...................... $5,043.00
Other Revenue........................ $360.00
Easter Flowers........................ $408.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $15,978.22
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $796.00
Habeeb Scholarship................ $850.00
Ash Wednesday........................ $25.00
Black/Indian Missions................ $10.00
CRS........................................... $10.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,691.00
Total Contributions.............. $17,669.22
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (2/28/21)....... $228,546.89
Ending balance................. $160,922.16

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan
Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy
Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole Cuellar., Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Harly
Day, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta
Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia,
Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra,
Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, John & Rose Marie Hand, Janice
Harney, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth
Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James
Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez,
Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, Melynda
Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris,
Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Sandra R. Nicolas, Trent O’Connell,
Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie
Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos,
John Rank, Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy,
David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Charles Skrobarczyk, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West,
Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all
those who asked for and need our prayers.

