Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Dear Friends,

•

May 10, 2015

Sixth Sunday of Easter

What is love? That seems seems like an awfully strange question to ask, doesn’t it? We all know what love
is, don’t we? Or do we? If we were to do an internet search for the definition of love, it would say that love is “an
intense feeling of deep affection”. This is obviously one definition of love, but does this encompass the entirety
of what love is? Does it capture the true essence of love?
We use the word ‘love’ quite freely, but it seems to me that the definition above hints at something typical of
our contemporary world – that our understanding of love is incomplete or even shallow. The definition I quoted
above limits us to the idea that love is only associated with feelings of affection. Perhaps that is one of the
reasons why so many people have difficulty sustaining loving relationships. If love is merely an intense feeling
of affection, what happens when I no longer feel that affection as intensely? Does that mean that I no longer
love that person?
Certainly there is truth to the notion that love involves feelings. However, love is something far deeper – at
least in the Christian sense of the word. A person who has a mature understanding of love recognizes that it is
not all about feelings. It is about a commitment. It is about covenant. It is about remaining in love even when
it is difficult and when the feelings are less than pleasurable.
If we were to present a truer image of love, what would it look like? Perhaps one of the best portrayals of
love would be found in the love of a mother. Mothers obviously develop a strong relationship with their children.
For nine months, a child grows in its mother’s womb. The mother’s body provides all the nutrients that the child
needs to come to full term. The mother also provides a safe environment for that child, and over the course
of those months, an intimacy develops between mother and child. By no means is it easy on the mother. She
has to deal with the sickness associated with pregnancy, she has to carry around extra weight, and she has to
struggle with bodily changes, cravings, and other physical issues. During this time, the mother forges a bond
and deep caring for the child within her. At times the feelings of joy are intense. At other times, there is a sense
of urgency for the child to be born and to be done with the discomfort that comes with pregnancy. Yet, in all this,
love manifests itself.
Mothers grow in love with the child within their womb. By the time the child is born, that love is full-blown
and fully committed. Out of love, a
good mother would do anything to
keep her child safe and protect it and
provide for its needs. That bond and
that commitment on the part of the
mother for her child is permanent
and unconditional. Somehow, that
love only continues to grow as the
child matures. Despite heartache
and struggle, mothers always love
their children. That is why it is painful
for a mother when her children don’t
always follow her guidance. The
mother will always love her child,
even if it hurts.
This really points to the true
nature of love. Love remains true
even when it hurts. Love involves
sacrifice. Love is a commitment
without reserve. Love sees the gift
in the other. This is the kind of love
that Jesus is calling for in today’s
gospel. He says that we must love
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one another as he has loved us. We are
called to remain committed and true to one Mother’s Day Prayer
I love you, Mom. I
another as a mother is committed to her child
love
your aliveness,
or as Jesus demonstrated by his commitment
your
joy
in living, your
to us even unto death. By his death, Jesus
understanding,
your
remained true to his own words, that there is
giving.
And
what
I
no greater love than to lay down one’s life for
love
best
of
all
is
that
one’s friends. This then, is what love really
you love me. God of
is. Love is a commitment of our entire self.
all Mothers, thank you
It is a laying down of one’s life for the sake of
for my mom!
others. Isn’t this what our mothers do? Isn’t
it true that a mother would give her life for
her child?
Flowers on the Altar
On this mother’s day, we recognize the
The flowers on the altar are in memory of
true gift that our mothers are for us. They
Dora Almendarez, Helen Boyd, and Irene
exhibit for us what true Christ-like love is.
Swoboda by the Almendarez, Boyd and
Most of us can say that our mothers have
Swoboda families.
endured much and labored long and hard
for us out of their genuine love for us. We
Catholic Daughters
thank you mothers for your example of love
and we express our profound love in return.
Meeting
May God bless each and every one of you
The Catholic Daughters will
on this day!
meet on Tuesday, May12, at 7
PM in CC#2. Plans are underway for their
next project. All ladies of the parish, age 18
and over, are welcome.

† May They Rest in Peace

Friendship Circle

Please pray for the repose of the souls
Heads up ladies of the Friendship Circle!
of the following parishioners who passed May 20th is our last gathering. Come at 11
away last week; Richard Garcia, Marguerite a.m. to visit.
Ross and Pat DeGregorio. Please keep their
families in your prayers.
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parish website

www.spxcc.org

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Scholarship Donations
We are currently accepting contributions for our two scholarships; the
Christopher Janosek and Emil Habeeb Scholarships. The graduating
seniors in our parish will have the opportunity to apply for this scholarship
money. If you would like to donate to either of these scholarships, you can
drop your donation in the collection basket or make an online contribution.
The scholarships will be awarded at graduation Mass.

Chris Janosek/Emil Habeeb Scholarships
All graduating high school seniors are invited to apply for the Chris
Janosek/Emil Habeeb scholarships. Applications can be picked up at the
Parish Office, Youth Building, or click here to download now. The deadline
to apply is May 15th. No late submissions will be taken so make sure to
get your applications in.

Are You A Graduating?
St. Pius X will be honoring all High School and
College students who are graduating this May/June
at a Mass for Graduates on May 31, 2015 at 5:30
p.m. We would like to invite you to participate by
wearing your graduation robe in procession and be
honored on that day. If you are graduating and would
like to participate, please contact the parish office at
361-993-4053, or email us at parishoffice @stpiusxcc.org, and let us know
so that we can prepare for you.

Promote Vocation Awareness
In talking with your children, remember to raise the call to Church ministry?
The process of answering God’s call begins in childhood. Throughout
adolescence and adulthood, the attitudes assumed in childhood begin to
influence the course of one’s life. A vocation or a talent will not grow to
fruition unless it is nurtured in childhood and adolescence by a parent.

Business Listing on Website
On our old website we had a business listing where parishioners could
add their business information so that fellow parishioners could access
it for any needs that they may have. This listing will soon be available
on our current website, once some clean-up has been done. If you are a
parishioner and would like your business on this list, please email the parish
office at parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org and we will reply with the information
that we need.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, May 10th
MOTHER’S DAY
Monday, May 11th
12:00-1:00PM – Depression Support group – R
1:00-3:30PM – Bridge Group #2 – CC#1
5:00PM – Journey Board – R
5:00PM – Confirmation – YC, CC#1
6:00PM – Scouts - PH
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1
Tuesday, May 12th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
8:00-11:00AM – School Volunteers Breakfast - PH
10:00AM -12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
1:00-3:00PM – Sultanas – R
5:00PM – CMSE – CC#1
6:00-9:00PM – J.T.D. #145 - PH
6:00-9:00PM – J.T.D. #141 – Cafeteria
7:00PM – Catholic Daughters – CC#2
Wednesday, May 13th
7:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP- CC#1 Office
5:30PM – CCD closing party - PH
Thursday, May 14th
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Class – CC#2
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
Friday, May 15th
6:00PM – Instituto de Cultura Hispánica – PH
6:30PM – Wedding Rehearsal - CH
Saturday, May 16th
7:00-8:00AM – Fr. John – CC#1
9:00-1:00PM – “The Way” – CC#1
3:00PM – Wedding - CH
Sunday, May 17th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
9:00AM-1:00PM – “The Way” – CC#1
1:00-5:00PM – J.T.D. - Cafeteria
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Altar Servers
May 16-17

Edge

Sat. 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 13 - Father vs. Genie: Does God Really Hear
Me When I Pray?
Wednesday, May 20 - Without Ceasing: Is Prayer Really That
Important?

Ryan Park
Brian Riojas
Olivia Salazar
Mia Militello

Life Teen
Sunday, May 10 - No Life Teen due to Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 17 - The Wedding Feast: The Mass As A Wedding

Scholarships
All graduating high school seniors are invited to apply for the
Christopher Janosek/Emil Habeeb scholarship. Applications can
be picked up and turned in at the Youth Building. The deadline to
apply is May 15. No late submissions will be taken so make sure to
get your applications in.

Collecting Items for the Military in May
Summer is coming, and we want to provide snack items for our
military personnel who are overseas in harm’s way. These packets
of tasty treats are much appreciated and help to show our gratitude
for their service. These individual packs are suggestions: beef jerky,
tuna pouches, cereal & energy bars, nuts, peanut butter crackers,
cheese crackers, gum (regular & sugar-free), drink mixes with
electrolytes for 16 oz. bottled water, and any other treats that will
ship well. NO CHOCOLATE ITEMS, PLEASE! Money donations are
also appreciated to help offset the expense of sending the hundreds
of boxes that are sent to each local service person overseas. Make
your checks out to “Coastal Bend Troop Support” and place in the
offertory. Let’s make this a GREAT gift to them! Thank you.

Look Where You Can Travel To
If you have never attended the “New Year’s Day Rose Parade”,
you are in for a treat. A trip is planned for December 29-January
2 to view the glorious burst of fresh flowers and vibrant music IN
PERSON from your reserved seat in Pasadena, CA. This trip is
offered to you as an opportunity to appreciate the beauty of the floats,
plus visit other areas on the West Coast. Come for a presentation
on Thursday, May 21 at 2:30 pm in the Parish Hall to get more
particulars. Watch for brochures in the church narthex, and/or call
Sr. Barbara Bluntzer SP at 361-945-3976 or at the church office. This
is the year to treat yourself!
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Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Javier Camacho, Jr.
MC Nicholas Lee
J.P. Lee
Sophie Campbell

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Brianna Salazar
MC Dalton Rives
Emily Salazar
Sean Campos

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Joseph Tarin
MC Quarter Morrison
Grace Morrison
Sarah Calaway
Christian Ritch

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Cole Morin
Toby Johnson
Emily Rodriguez
Briana Rodriguez

LECTORS
7th Sunday of Easter
MAY 16
MAY 16
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17
MAY 17

SAT
SAT
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN
SUN

5:30P.M.
5:30P.M.
8:00A.M.
8:00A.M.
10:00A.M.
10:00A.M.
12:00NOON
12:00NOON
5:30P.M.
5:30P.M.

David Brown
Pete Anzaldua
Dennis Diersing
Joe Skrobarczyk
Cub Scouts
Cub Scouts
Margaret Thompson
Clay Thompson
Angie Quiroz
Jeannie Martinez

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Embark on an icy
expedition...where kids
overcome obstacles with
God’s awesome power.

REGISTER NOW!
Date:
June 22 -26
Children ages 5-11 (no exceptions)
Registration forms available at the back of
the church and in the parish office. We need
adult volunteers, so if you are interested,
please call Sr. Barbara Netek at 993-9024.

School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers!
After a weekend filled with beautiful First
Communion Masses, our 2nd graders had the opportunity to make
their “second Communion” with all of their upper grade classmates
at our school Mass on Wednesday. They once again donned their
First Communion attire for the Mass at 8:15 a.m. Two of the 2nd
grade students, Addison Walters and Ilianna Flores, served as
readers and did a wonderful job. Kaitlyn Claire Heath, Morgan
Kemp and Candace Morin, also 2nd graders, brought up the gifts.
After Mass, the class went over to the Youth Center for a reception
in their honor. The1st grade parents provided a nice breakfast and
decorated facility for them. This allowed the parents, grandparents
and relatives of the Communicants to enjoy the morning without
having to worry with the preparations. Thanks, 1st grade parents!
Again, we congratulate Mrs. Daehne’s 2nd grade students at this
very special time in their spiritual lives.
On Thursday we had our May Crowning in the afternoon. The
May Crowning is a beautiful ceremony that honors our Blessed
Mother, Mary. The children recite the Rosary, sing songs, and
bring flowers to lay at the feet of the statue of Mary. At the end of
the ceremony, two 2nd grade students, Annika Smith and Anthony
McCracken, crowned the statue with a wreath of flowers. I know
the Blessed Mother was smiling on our students that afternoon!
Also on Thursday evening, some of our students and parents
attended the Eucharistic Adoration and Living Rosary presented by
Father James Kelleher, SOLT, an internationally known speaker.
His talk was on Mary, Mother of our Lord Jesus Christi. The
students that attended formed a living rosary and helped lead the
decades of the rosary.
The Sports Awards Banquet, held on Tuesday evening, honored
all of our athletes for their participation in our after-school sports
programs, volleyball, basketball and track. Students in 4th, 5th and
6th grades and their parents enjoyed a meal catered by Ernie and
Grace Pena. All of the students were presented with a participation
trophy. Two 6th grade students, Hannah Cazalas and Simon Fritz,
were awarded with the prestigious Blue Jay Award. This is an
award given to a 6th grade boy and girl who have participated in
our sports programs in 4th, 5th and 6th grades, have shown good
sportsmanship and leadership qualities, and are in good academic
standing. Congratulations, Hannah and Simon! And thank you to
Coach Drew for doing an outstanding job of coaching our athletes.
Thank you, also, to Michelle Arreola for organizing and setting up
the banquet. It was an enjoyable evening for all.
Our Volunteer Breakfast will take place this Tuesday, May 12th,
at 8:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall for anyone that volunteered at our
school this past school year. Please come and join us for food,
entertainment and fellowship.
Have a blessed week!

Making a Difference
I recently took 29 high school students to an Underwater
Robotic contest in Houston, TX. To build a continuing
program, I decided to take some 9th grade freshman students
to observe the 10th – 12th grade students competing at the
Neutral Buoyance Lab, NASA. Among the freshman students
I recruited was Adam, a first year confirmation student at St.
Pius X. I have been facilitating the first year confirmation
classes now for about 8 years, and it was a pleasure to ask
him to participate on this academic field of study trip. All the
students on the trip were excited and looked forward to the
trip activities. Our first dinner meal was a local Black Eye Pea
restaurant in Webster, Texas. We were seated by the hostess
in a back room with separate tables. I noticed Adam sitting
straight across from me 2 tables away. I thought to myself,
“This is a great opportunity for me to put into place what we
have been talking about in Church class.”
I mentioned to another sponsor sitting next to me that
Adam was working on his Confirmation and I was going to get
his attention and make sure that he prays before his meal.
The sponsor and I began to get Adam’s attention by waving
our hands in the air until he looked at me. When Adam and
I got eye contact, I began gesturing by doing the sign of the
cross and pointing at him, I said very slowly so he could read
my lips “you need to pray”. Before I could finish, I could see
Adam’s face turning red and he replied to me “right now?” I
began to smile, because he was thinking I was asking him to
stand and say a prayer over the entire group. I again spoke
very slowly saying, “No, I want you to pray before your meal”.
I could see his face with relief, and he replied “okay”, in which
he did the sign of the cross and bowed his head. As I looked
at the rest of the group, it was evident that all the students
were looking at me conversing with Adam, because the entire
group began to pray. A group of students sitting at another
table held hands and shared a meal prayer; other students
had their heads down in silent prayer. My eyes began to tear
up with a wonderful feeling of joy seeing this unfold before
me. As we had dinner that evening, I felt like a proud father
knowing that I was at the right place at the right time to witness
the wonderful grace of God. From that point forward, when
we sat down for any meal, students would pray before they
ate. I truly believe that since we had that moment at the Black
Eye Pea, the students were very comfortable giving thanks
for the good things that God provides for us. Mario, a local
High School Coach
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Financial Report for Sunday 5/3/2015

Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 9th
5:30PM † Michael Pacheco, Sr. by Penny Pacheco 			
		
Sunday, Sunday, May 10th
		
8:00AM † Dora Almendarez, Helen Boyd & Irene Swoboda by Boyd,
Almendarez & Swoboda families
10:00AM † Margarita Guerrero by Ramirez, Leal & Hinojosa families
12:00PM For the Parishioners 			
		
5:30PM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
7:30PM
Peter Loi by family
Monday, Monday, May 11th
8:15AM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA		
Tuesday, May 12th
8:15AM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
Wednesday, May 13th
8:15AM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
5:30PM † Vera Catchings by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings
† Amparo Rodriguez by Bonifacio Rodriguez & family
† Don Leiser by Pat Booth
† Regina Halepeska by Peter & Joanne Volpe
† Maria Rita Flores by Jose C. Castillo
Intentions of Robbi & Darrell Atkins &
Intentions of Sarah & Robby Bordenet by Bobby & Donna Gough
† Nancy T. Rodriguez by Radar Rodriguez
Thursday, May 14th
8:15AM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
Friday, May 15th
8:15AM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
5:30 PM † Gregorio Zamora, Sr., Anniversary by Elva Laurel
Saturday, May 16th
5:30PM
MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA		
Sunday, May 17th
8:00AM † Dale & Iluminada Gunnar by the Gunnar family
10:00AM † Joan Duerr & Pat Hill’s Annv. by Sid Duerr & Dotti Hill Duerr
12:00PM For the Parishioners		
5:30PM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $18,534.22
Sunday Online...................... $3,040.00
Other Income....................... $1,453.23
Total Operating Revenue... $23,027.45
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $210.00
Catholic Home Missions............ $80.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $130.00
Retired Diocesan Priests...... $5,213.10
Total Other Contributions..... $5,633.10
Total Contributions............. $28,660.55

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Luisa Arevalo, Sugar
Arras, Ann Bednorz, Kanon Brown, James Buehrig, John
Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Sabrina Cisneros,
Olivia Cordova, Shirley Currie, Patrick
Delgado, Mark DeGaish, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Minga
DeLosSantos, Didra DeLosSantos,
Samantha Didear Deste, Pud’n
Dellinger, Liz Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine
Elwood, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd,
Jay Francis, Alicia Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Antonio Garza, Dora Garza,
Terry Garza, Sally Gilbreath, Elida
Gonzalez, Maria Griffin, Charlotte &
Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Marie
Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James
Hartman, Bill Hennings, Betty Hill, Chris
Holland, Josh Holland, Graham Hughes,
Ben Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Betty
Kollaja, Dora Lambert, Elva Laurel,
Arlene Leep, Richard Lewandowski,
Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey,
Virginia Medrano, John Morgan, Sharron
Odle, Patricia Paris, Mary Lou Penne,
Corbett Pool, Sr., Robert M. Pope,
Dolores Puckett, Raymond Richter, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio,
David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Toni Sharif, Josephine Sheldon, Msgr.
Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen Shropshire, Jerome
Sirus, Judy Slaughter, Elizabeth Snell, Adrian Sosa, Renato
Sovran, Eian Stamp, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Kathy
Sweeney, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard,
Brandee Torres, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Idolina Vela, Luz
Villarreal, Liz Vrana, Paul & Carole Zanetti, Sarah Zuniga and
all those who asked for and need our prayers.

