“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

November 22, 2020

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ the King

Dear Friends,

We all know that St. Pius X, the patron saint of our parish, was a pope, but beyond that, we may know
very little about him. As is the case with all popes, they typically come from humble beginnings. Because he
grew up in poverty, St. Pius X had a special affinity for helping those who were poor.
In one of his early parish assignments – the town of Salzano – Fr. Giuseppe Sarto (which was his given
name), looked with compassion upon the people whom he was called to shepherd. In 1868, there was a poor
grain harvest and famine was rampant across the land. Fr. Sarto looked for ways to help alleviate the hunger of
his people. He pinched pennies and did his best at economizing parish spending. He gave away wood meant
to feed his own fires and distributed the wood to the poor. He reduced the amount of food for his own meals and
he ended up pawning off his own pastor’s ring, his watch, and a silver platter. He also sold his own horse and
carriage to give assistance to the poor and hungry.
His sisters, who followed him from place to place to help care for his house and provide for his daily
needs, complained that he was giving everything away. He gave loans to people and he found himself giving
away linens from his household, food from his kitchen, and sometimes furniture would disappear as he gave
them to families that were in need. He always told his sisters that “Providence will take care of us.” He would
also say, “We lack nothing; the Lord provides for us; we weren’t born just to eat.!” At times, he would even give
away his own shoes and was left with battered shoes for himself.
Pope St. Pius X always served the poor. In a truest sense of the word, he demonstrated through
his charitable acts, that Christ was his King. His one desire was to serve the needs of others. This is what
distinguishes a person who places Christ’s kingship over their own lives.
Early in my priesthood, I was invited to go out on various Saturday mornings to help feed the homeless.
We loaded up sandwiches and coolers in the back of a pick-up, along with hard-boiled eggs and coffee, and
we parked in specific places downtown to give food to the homeless. When we first parked, there was no one
around. Slowly but surely, though, people would soon begin appearing seemingly out of nowhere. Those were
very touching moments that, spiritually speaking, brought me a great deal of satisfaction. I started to learn
the names of those seemingly nameless individuals and I got to know them personally. What was distant and
impersonal became very personal. What I discovered is that most of them were not the addicts I believed them to
be. Some may very well have been alcoholics
or addicts, but above all, they were people
who were in need. They were children of
God. There was a very real sense, that in
serving them, I was indeed serving Christ.
Many of us are very willing to
proclaim Christ as the King of our lives.
But what does this mean? Can we really
just say the words and claim it to be true?
Or does there need to be something that
accompanies the words to demonstrate that
Christ is truly our King? Obviously, most
of us are quite ready to say that Christ is
our king, and we may believe it to be true,
but then it may not be reflected in concrete
manifestations. If we say it but don’t live it,
our words ring hollow.
Our gospel this weekend points out
very clearly what it truly means to declare
Christ as King. Jesus uses the image of
a king sitting upon his royal throne and
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separating sheep from goats based upon whether or not they gave food to the hungry, drink
to the thirsty, clothing to the naked, welcome to the stranger, and care to those who were ill or
in prison. He says that as long as we did these things to the least of these, we did it to him.
And if we failed to do it for those little ones, we neglected to do it to him. In essence, what
Jesus is telling us is that these acts of charity given to those in need are indications of whether
or not Christ truly is Lord and King of our lives. Therefore, charity is the concrete expression
of whether or not we have really embraced Christ as the center of our lives.
There is a tendency in all of us to want to help those in need, but we often attempt
to keep this effort at arms length. We like to rely upon institutions, or even government to
take care of the needs of others. In some way that compartmentalizes those who are in need
so that we don’t have to deal with them. Yet, the Church always espouses the principle of
subsidiarity. What this means is that the smallest, most local institution that is nearest to those
in need should be the primary actors in alleviating the needs and problems of individuals.
What is the smallest and most local service that should meet the needs of others? We are!
We personally should make a difference in the lives of others. We should not wait for others
to take care of it. We should seek ways to serve Christ in those who are in need around us.
As we serve them, we serve Christ! In this way, it becomes evident whether or not Christ is
our King. The role of a servant is to serve the king. We serve the King by serving Christ who
lives within others. Imitating St. Pius X and many other saints who touched the lives of others
concretely, let us strive to do the same. If we do, Christ will truly reign in our lives!
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A Thanksgiving Wish
This has been a very challenging year. None of us have ever seen or dealt with the reality of
a pandemic in our lifetime. It has drastically changed the way we do things, the way we interact
with one another, and the way we prioritize our lives. For most of us, the loss of someone
from Covid-19 has hit close to home. These things, coupled with an unusual storm season, a
contentious election season, economic impacts, and many other troubling events has upended
our relatively normal lives. Even with all this, there is no doubt that we have much to be thankful
for. I personally have been shown how resilient and dedicated you, the faithful people of
God are. I admire how you have found ways to ignite the spark of faith amidst monumental
obstacles. This Thanksgiving, we do indeed have much to be thankful for. Whatever crosses
we face in life, the providential care of God shines more brightly. On behalf of the deacons,
Raymond, our pastoral year seminarian, the staff of the parish and school, and myself, I want
to wish all of you a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving!! May the Lord bring warmth to your
celebrations with those whom you love.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner, Ethel Dulak, whose funeral
service was held this past week. Please keep her family in your prayers.

Welcome New Parishioner!
Please welcome Mayra Almaguer, who recently registered at our parish. We
are glad to have her be an active part of our growing faith community.

IMPORTANT: Upcoming Bulletin Deadline
Due to the upcoming holiday and the parish office being closed a few days this
week for Thanksgiving, the deadline for announcements for the November 29th
bulletin is Monday, November 23rd, at 3:00 p.m.

Parish Offices Closed
The parish offices will be closed from 12:00noon this Wednesday, November
25th, thru Friday, November 27th, for the Thanksgiving holiday. It will reopen on
Monday, November 30th, at 9:00 a.m.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, November 22nd
Monday, November 23rd
6:00PM - Cub Scouts – CF
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, November 24th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Wednesday, November 25th
Thursday, November 26th
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
10:AM – Mass - CH
Friday, November 27th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Saturday, November 28
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Parish Christmas Giving Tree
Our Acts of Charity ministry
will be sponsoring a tennis shoe
drive again this year. Please look
for our Christmas Giving Tree in
the vestibule of the Church in a
couple of weeks.

No Adoration or Confessions This Thursday, November 26th
So that families can enjoy the day together, neither confessions nor Adoration
will not be held on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26th. We will resume
both on Thursday, December 3rd.

PRAY Yard Signs
We still have “PRAY” yard signs! They can be purchased
in the parish office for a donation of $5.00 to help defray the
cost of the signs. Please stop by during office hours, Monday
– Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm, to purchase your sign. Cash or check
are welcome.

All Souls Candle Remembrances
If a candle was lit at the All Souls service for one of your loved ones, the glass in
which the votive candle burned is available for you to have as a reminder of your
loved one.   If you want the glass, please pick it up at the parish office by Friday,
November 30th, during office hours.

Thanksgiving Day Mass & Meal
We encourage everyone to join us in celebrating
Thanksgiving Day by joining us for Mass at 10:00 a.m. in the
Church. Please feel free to bring the bread that you will share
at your Thanksgiving meal (baked or unbaked) to the Mass to
be blessed. Meal to follow in the parish hall for those that RSVP’d.

Prayer Quilts
The Saint Rose of Lima Comforters prayer
quilt ministry group is still making prayer quilts
for those with long term or chronic illness. If
you know someone who could use a quilt,
please contact Michiel Landers at 304-4226141.

If You Contribute Online…..
If within the past few months you have
changed from envelopes to online giving for
your contributions, and you no longer wish to
receive the envelopes, please contact Wilma
in the parish office at 993-4053 to discontinue
the envelopes.

Parish Workday
There will be a parish workday on Saturday, November 28th, to decorate the
church for Advent. It begins at 8:00 a.m. and should be done by 12:00noon.
Breakfast will be provided in the parish hall at 7:30 a.m. Please be sure that you
are wearing a mask so as to protect yourself and others.
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Life Teen and Edge are back this week. Our Life Teen high school ministry will be taking place on Sundays at 6:30pm in the
youth building and our Edge Middle School Ministry will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm also in the youth building. All of the same
health precautions that are in place at Mass will be in place at youth ministry events as well.

Advent Penance Services
We are planning to have an Advent Penance Service despite the challenges we have been facing. We will be scheduling the
service soon, and will let you know the procedures to safely celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation to ready ourselves for
Christmas. As you know, we continue confessions on Thursdays, from 7:00 pm to 7:50 pm and on Saturdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm
in the parish hall.

Blood Drive
Sunday, November 29th from 9:00AM – 2:00 PM. Covid-19 antibody testing for blood donors! Donors will receive a T-shirt & a
food coupon for the month. Appointments are recommended. Call the Blood Center at 361-855-4943.

Advent Bible Study Preparing for Christ
Come join our Adult Faith Formation group this Advent as we prepare for the coming of Christ. This year the Sunday Gospel
readings will be from the Gospel of Mark, which we’ll study together with Fr. Mitch Pacwa in a series of 3 classes. We’ll meet on
Tuesday nights 7-8:30 pm starting December 1st, and the class will be repeated on Thursday afternoons 2-3:30 starting December
3rd. Drop-ins are welcome.

Advent Reflection Series
We are planning a series of Thursday night reflections for Advent, featuring Raymond Pendleton, our pastoral year seminarian.
The series will be held on December 3rd, 10th & 17th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Church. Please look forward to preparing your hearts
spiritually for the celebration of Christmas. Check the bulletin next week to find out the topic being presented.

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower Offering envelopes. If you receive your envelopes
in the mail, then you will have one of these in your packet. Please return the Christmas flower envelopes by Friday,
December 18th, so that they can be included in our bulletin.

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
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Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter through any of the doors of the church and please sanitize your hands when you enter.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice
online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in front & behind you. Receive communion on
your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion, while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.

School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving and
productive citizen in today’s world.

DCEC
There was no school on November 13th. Our teachers had a full
day of DCEC. This is a day full of speakers, reflection, and prayer.
It is a time we all come together as a Diocese and celebrate our
successes, learn, and grow. It started with a prayer service and
inspirational message from Bishop Mulvey and finished with a
training to support our students with social and emotional learning
during these trying times. We want to congratulate the following
faculty and staff. Mrs. Bryan has completed 35 years serving of
catholic schools, Evelyn Freeman completed 10 years of serving
catholic schools, Alyssa Thomas completed 5 years of serving
in catholic schools, and congratulations to Marta Macias for her
Religion recommissioning. We would also like to congratulate
Sheree Perkins for winning one of the Diocese of Corpus Christi
Innovation and Teaching Grants! This grant will help us move
forward with an initiative called CARTON2GARDEN which is a
project that has allowed our students to discuss and research
plants. We are collecting milk cartons, planting flowers in these
cartons, and then creating a garden. Students are learning to
identify the parts of a plant and what it takes to grow a plant. We
decided we wanted to plant in our prayer garden. We then came
up with the idea of creating a wall mural to coincide with our garden
project. Our school had been collecting bottle caps for the last year
to make into some kind of recycling project. We decided to mimic
the flowers we were planting into a flower mural. This involved
sorting, cleaning, sizing, painting, and attaching bottle caps to the
mural. We then decided to plant the flowers inside of recycled tires
that we spray painted to match the colors in the mural. The shape of
the tires also replicates the shape of the bottle caps. This gives us
a more cohesive look at our garden. Now that we have formulated
a plan for our garden, we decided to take the remaining cartons
and make them into birdhouses. The birdhouses were decorated
by each class in their own fashion, but they are strictly decor to
beautify our prayer garden. Each child can say that they had a hand
in the project, and the garden is used daily by all the children who
attend our school. We think our school has a very unique garden
area that will endure for years to come. We have over 100 students
participating in this project. This project demonstrates the use of
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math education)
disciplines and lessons to advance students’ understanding.
This project advances students’ knowledge and understanding of
environmental stewardship. We also incorporated these lessons
to focus on healthy eating and lifestyle choices. We are very excited
about this and are looking forward to the finished product.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
We are excited to announce that we will be streaming a special
Christmas program for you on December 16th & 17th. This will be
open for viewing on our school YouTube Channel.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Religious Education Classes Getting
Underway
Linda Lopez, one of our parishioners, will
be coordinating our Religious Education
Program for this year. She has participated
in our religious education programs and our Vacation Bible
School for a number of years. She is working to mobilize
our teachers and reach out to our families to inform
them of our upcoming classes. These are challenging
times because of the pandemic, but we will be taking all
precautions to make sure everyone involved is safe and
that they are adequately catechized and prepared for the
sacraments. Also, Raymond Pendleton, our pastoral year
seminarian, will be teaching the Confirmation Preparation
Class. We look forward to him sharing his knowledge with
the candidates for Confirmation. Please visit our website
or call our office to register for Religious Education.

Catechists Needed!
Don’t look around for others to volunteer! Sincerely ask
yourself if you could be a Catechist. We are ALL called
to pass on our faith! Our faith and love for God is not
private. We are a community called to serve one another!
Please contact Linda Lopez at (361)993-4053 if you are
interested.

Catechists Meeting
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, December 2nd,
at 6:30 p.m. in CC #1 for all Catechists to discuss our plans
for Religious Education and Sacramental Prep classes.

A NOTE FROM PTO
PTO will be hosting a La Posada on December 11th. We
will do a car parade where our community will drive to each
car for a special treat and we will be selling tamales, hot
chocolate, and candy apples to name a few. We hope that
you all are able to join us as we celebrate Jesus, the reason
for the season!
Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a very Happy
Thanksgiving. The school will be off next week for a very
needed Thanksgiving break. God Bless!
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, November 21st
5:30PM † Mary, John & James Patrick Kelly by K.K.H.
Sunday, November 22nd
8:00AM † Lhani Arevalo by Romeo Arevalo & family
10:00AM † Raul P. Saenz Annv. by Anita Saenz
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
Monday, November 23rd
8:15AM † Dale Baird Annv. by Pat Baird
Tuesday, November 24th
8:15AM † Martin Hinojosa by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
Wednesday, November 25th
8:15AM † Bruce A. Balli by Jeanie Balli
† Deceased Members of the Darilek family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
Lilian Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Gabriel Hinojosa by David & Beth Hinojosa
† John A. Sheldon by Florentino T. Sheldon
5:30PM † James W. Kelly Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Deacon George Phillips by Kristina Morgan Roth
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavic by James & John Kelly
† Salomon Naranjo, Jr. by his family
† Joaquin Galloway by the Galloway/Rodriguez fam.
† Judge Bonner Dorsey by Patricia M. Eisenhauer
† Mario Lopez by Pete & Nancy Ansaldua
† Oscar Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
Thursday, November 26th
8:15AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
10:00AM Thanksgiving Mass
Friday, November 27th
8:15AM † Patricia Paris by Norman Paris
5:30PM † Andrew S. Achee, Jr. by Anna Vrazel
Saturday, November 28th
5:30PM † John J. McHugh, Anniv. & Julio Reyes by Delfina McHugh
Sunday, November 29th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
12:00PM † Raul Saenz by Anita Saenz
5:30PM † Rosa A. Rodriguez Annv. by Galloway/Rodriguez fam.
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Financial Report for Sunday 11/15/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $13,327.00
Sunday Online...................... $5,872.00
Other income........................... $100.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $19,299.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $468.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $130.00
Total Other Contributions......... $598.00
Total Contributions.............. $19,897.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (10/31/20)..... $181,492.05
Ending balance................. $207,977.00

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon,
Allan Balderas, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black,
Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie
Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino
Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie,
Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde
Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian
Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia,
Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs,
Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner,
Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, John & Rose Marie
Hand, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde,
Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer,
James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry
Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert
Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara
Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary
Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez,
Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Joseph Rollins, John &
Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast,
Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar,
Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders,
Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos,
Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche
and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

