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First Sunday of Advent

Dear Friends,
Do you ever pay attention to the noises in your house? Do you notice the creaks, the hums, the
swooshes and all the other sounds that are characteristic of your abode? If you are like most people you may
not notice them much because you’ve become so accustomed to them. When you first moved in, you may have
heard every little thing that marked the character of your house. That includes the creaks of a door, the sound
of the tile floor as you traipsed across it, the hum of the refrigerator . . . all those things are particular to your
domicile. With time and familiarity, though, those things became less noticeable and they began to filter into the
recesses of your mind as you went about your business. Only when you heard something out of the ordinary did
you get put on alert again.
Interestingly, as I sat down in the stillness of the evening to write this reflection, I couldn’t help but take
note of some of the sounds of the rectory that are always there. I am amazed at the different things that I hear
– sounds that I had long ago tuned out. But then, just a few moments after stopping to listen, I heard an unusual
noise outside coming from the direction of the Men’s Club BBQ pits. It sounded like something metal was being
disturbed. I immediately wondered what it was and went out onto our back patio and peeked through a crack of
the fence to see if someone was there. There wasn’t. In fact, all was clear around the property. Nevertheless,
there had been an unusual noise that heightened my awareness.
Most every day, there are all kinds of sounds around here that I have learned to tune out. Sirens for
instance. We hear them day in and day out. Most of the time, I don’t really pay attention to them anymore. I’ll
be speaking to someone on the phone and they will say, “What’s with all the sirens?” I have to explain that the
fire station is nearby and that the fire trucks and ambulances are always on their way somewhere.
Strangely enough, there are some sounds that we seem to always be on the alert for. Our cell phones
are a perfect example. When a text comes in, or a notification pops up, we don’t miss them. We can’t help but
reach for our phone to check our texts. We train ourselves to be attentive to those things because they are
important to us. We don’t want to
miss them. We may tune out many
other sounds, but when it comes to
texts, we are right on top of them. It
is all a matter of our priorities. If we
want to pay attention to something,
we will.
The same thing is true of
our cars. When we are driving,
we get used to how it feels, how it
sounds, how it reacts to the turn of
the wheel. Without really knowing
it, we develop a unique sensitivity
to our vehicle. When something
doesn’t feel or sound the way
we have become accustomed,
we notice it immediately. The
unexpected noise or vibration
causes us concern and it puts us
on heightened alert. At that point,
we take the car to the shop to be
inspected. When we know our
vehicle, we know when there is a
problem. If it is important, we
pay attention.
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As we return once again to the beginning of Advent, we embark upon a brand new
liturgical year. We are focused again on new beginnings, and we start to consciously turn our
attention to Christmas. Once again, the Church beckons us to consider how we might prepare
our hearts for the advent of the Lord. The gospel this weekend exhorts us to “Be watchful! Be
alert!” What does this mean?
I’ve been talking about our sensitivity (or lack thereof) to sound. In the same way
that we can be attuned to certain sounds, we are urged to be alert to the coming of the Lord.
If he is important enough to us, we will pay attention.
When it comes to our spiritual lives, we should always be watchful and alert. Advent
elicits from us an attitude of preparedness. We know that God communicates himself to us
through the gifts of grace. He makes himself known through word and sacraments. We need
to be watchful and alert to his promptings. Through penance, prayer, self-denial, and through
charitable works, we begin to sense the voice of the Lord speaking to us. During this Advent,
let’s pay particular attention to the Lord who calls us to genuine conversion so that we can
truly celebrate the joy of Christ’s coming at Christmas!
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PRAY Yard Signs
We have “PRAY” yard signs! They can be purchased in the parish office
for a donation of $5.00 to help defray the cost of the signs. Please stop by
during office hours, Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm, to purchase your
sign. Cash or check are welcome.
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Many Thanks to Jason’s Deli
Once again, we would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the Becquet family and the staff of
Jason’s Deli for generously providing another Thanksgiving meal for our parishioners and for
those who have no loved ones to share a holiday meal with. It was another delicious banquet!
They have kept this tradition alive for well past 20+ years! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
meal and the company.
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Prayer Quilts
The Saint Rose of Lima Comforters prayer quilt ministry group is still making
prayer quilts for those with long term or chronic illness. If you know someone
who could use a quilt, please contact Michiel Landers at 304-422-6141.

Parish Christmas Giving Tree
For several years now, we have had the tradition of collecting
shoes for the homeless and underprivileged through our parish
giving tree. We invite you again to participate in this meaningful
endeavor. Please look for our Christmas Giving Tree in the
vestibule of the Church and take an ornament, or two. Please
do not gift wrap the shoes. Instead, just attach the ornament to
the item and either drop off at the parish office or place under the
giving tree.

Blood Drive
Sunday, November 29th from 9:00AM – 2:00 PM. Covid-19 antibody testing
for blood donors! Donors will receive a T-shirt & a food coupon for the month.
Appointments are recommended. Call the Blood Center at 361-855-4943.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, November 29th
9:00AM-2:00PM – BLOOD DRIVE
6:30PM – Life Teen - YC
Monday, November 30th
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, December 1st
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Wednesday, December 2nd
6:30PM –CCD teachers’ meeting – CC#1 & CAF
6:30PM – EDGE - YC
Thursday, December 3rd
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00 – 7:50pm – Confessions - PH
Friday, December 4th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Saturday, December 5th
9:00AM – School - YC
10:00AM – Baptism Class – CC#2
7:00-9:00PM – Advent by Candlelight
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH

Advent Penance Services
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you to
our Advent Penance Services on Monday, December 14th, at 12:00 noon and
on Wednesday, December 16th, at 6:30 p.m. Several priests from around the
Diocese will be available for confessions at each service.

Advent Bible Study Preparing for Christ
Come join our Adult Faith Formation group this Advent as we prepare for the
coming of Christ. This year the Sunday Gospel readings will be from the Gospel
of Mark, which we’ll study together with Fr. Mitch Pacwa in a series of 3 classes.
We’ll meet on Tuesday nights 7-8:30 pm starting December 1, and the class will
be repeated on Thursday afternoons 2-3:30 starting December 3. Drop-ins
are welcome.

Advent Reflection Series
We are planning a series of Thursday night reflections for Advent, featuring
Raymond Pendleton, our pastoral year seminarian. The series will be held on
December 3rd, 10th & 17th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Church. Please look forward
to preparing your hearts spiritually for the celebration of Christmas. Check the
bulletin next week to find out the topic being presented.

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower
Offering envelopes. If you receive your envelopes in the mail,
then you will have one of these in your packet. Please return the
Christmas flower envelopes by Friday, December 18th, so that they
can be included in our bulletin.
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Life Teen and Edge are back this week. Our Life Teen high school ministry will be taking place on Sundays at 6:30pm in the
youth building and our Edge Middle School Ministry will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm also in the youth building. All of the same
health precautions that are in place at Mass will be in place at youth ministry events as well.

Let’s Make Christmas Music Extra Special!
Help fund our Christmas Music program! It has been a rough year for all of us. The Coronavirus has affected all of our lives and
even if we haven’t been diagnosed with it, it has affected our mental, emotional, and spiritual states. Despite the challenges of the
year, we have so much to look forward to. While the virus may be with us for some time in the days ahead, there is hope around
the corner. Perhaps Christmas will have extra meaning for us as we realize that Christ came as a light to a darkened world. Since
we will not be able to have the full choir for Christmas this year, we are planning an extra-special music program at our Christmas
Masses. We will be enlisting the help of musicians from the area to enhance the beauty of our celebrations. Be an underwriter to
help with the cost of hiring musicians. If you would like to be an underwriter by contributing funds for this purpose, we will list your
names in the Christmas program to recognize your generosity. You can contribute at various levels:
Archangel – $1000.00 or more
Seraphim – $500.00 to $999.00
Cherubim – $100.00 to $499.00
Angel – $25.00 to $99.00

Ways to Make Your Advent Meaningful
Advent is a very special time that helps us to prepare for Christmas. Very much like Lent, Advent is a penitential season that
is intended to prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming into our lives. We would like to offer these suggestions to help you make
Advent more meaningful.
1. Consider setting aside one day a week to do a little fasting. Skip a meal or deliberately eat less to tune up the spirit.
2. Light an Advent wreath every day and eat as a family for one meal. (Make an Advent wreath with a styrofoam ring, some
greenery, and 3 purple candles and one rose candle).
3. Do some spiritual reading every day of Advent.
4. Set up a nativity scene, but don’t put the baby Jesus in until Christmas to heighten the sense of expectation.
5. Invite friends to come to church on Sunday.
6. Do an act of charity every day or each week.
7. Participate in the Christmas Giving Tree Shoe Drive
8. Be helpful to family, friends, or co-workers
9. Pray for someone who is a stranger.
10. Journal

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Tuesday, December 8th, is The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. We will have several Masses available to help you
fulfill your obligation. We will have Vigil Mass on Monday, December 7th, at 5:30 p.m. and Masses on Tuesday at 6:30 a.m., 8:15
a.m., 12:00 noon, and 6:00 p.m. Be sure to mark your calendars!

Mass Overflow & COVID Precautions
As people begin to make their way back to in-person celebration of the Mass, we want you to know that the 10:00 am Sunday
Mass will make provisions for overflow into the parish hall, where we will stream the Mass and take communion to those who will
be in the hall. The 12:00 noon Mass has been re-implemented and is now available for anyone who wishes to come at that time.
That might be a good option for those who do not yet want to be exposed to a larger crowd. We will begin having ushers take up
collections by means of baskets soon. For the time-being, we will not have parishioners pass them around. Be assured that we
will be continuing all the best precautionary measures possible to maintain everyone’s safety. We kindly recommend that everyone
continue to wear masks out of charity for one another, and so that everyone can feel safe.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Religious Education Classes Getting Underway
Linda Lopez, one of our parishioners, will be coordinating our Religious Education Program for this year. She has
participated in our religious education programs and our Vacation Bible School for a number of years. She is working
to mobilize our teachers and reach out to our families to inform them of our upcoming classes. These are challenging
times because of the pandemic, but we will be taking all precautions to make sure everyone involved is safe and
that they are adequately catechized and prepared for the sacraments. Also, Raymond Pendleton, our pastoral year
seminarian, will be teaching the Confirmation Preparation Class. We look forward to him sharing his knowledge with
the candidates for Confirmation. Please visit our website or call our office to register for Religious Education.

Catechists Needed!
Don’t look around for others to volunteer! Sincerely ask yourself if you could be a Catechist. We are ALL called to pass on our
faith! Our faith and love for God is not private. We are a community called to serve one another! Please contact Linda Lopez at
(361)993-4053 if you are interested.

Catechists Meeting
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, December 2nd, at 6:30 p.m. in CC #1 for all Catechists to discuss our plans for Religious
Education and Sacramental Prep classes.

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass

Financial Report for Sunday 11/22/2020

Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter through any of the doors of the church and please sanitize
your hands when you enter.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but
families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on
during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the
church before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice online
giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from
the person in front and behind you. Receive communion on your
ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion, while
maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $7,529.00
Sunday Online...................... $9,256.66
Other income........................... $110.00
Memorials................................ $350.00
Christmas Flowers..................... $80.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $17,325.66
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $1,152.00
Camp. Human Dev.................. $295.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,447.00
Total Contributions.............. $18,772.66
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (10/31/20)..... $181,492.05
Ending balance................. $207,977.00
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Saturday, November 28th
5:30PM † John J. McHugh Annv./Julio Reyes by Delfina McHugh
Sunday, November 29th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
12:00PM † Raul Saenz by Anita Saenz
5:30PM † Rosa A. Rodriguez Annv. by Galloway/Rodriguez fam.
Monday, November 30th
8:15AM † Dorothy Anderson by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal
Tuesday, December 1st
8:15AM † Melanie Lee by Andy & Mary Scott
Wednesday, December 2nd
8:15AM † Melinda Perales Annv. by Emma Cuella
† Lowell & Alice Didear by family
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
Children of St. Pius X School by Peggy Didear
† Deacon George Phillips by Pete & Nancy Anzaldua
† Josephine B. Sheldon by Florentino Sheldon, Jr.
Alice Janny’s Int’s. by Susan & Stephen Karp
† Kathleen Dapra by Laura & Steve Guzman family
5:30PM † Larry Lippincott by Gladys Lippincot
† Elizabeth Diemert by her family
† David N. Scherzer by his family
† Albert & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Judge Bonner Dorsey by Patricia M. Eisenhaur
† Sandra Sykora by Peggy Didear
† Mario Lopez by S. Tagliabue
Estela Phillip’s family Int’s. by Sabrina P. Garrison
Thursday, December 3rd
8:15AM † Carlos & Antonieta Wagner by family

Mass Intentions

Friday, December 4th
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† James W. & Helen Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Doyle Harris by Grace Cox
† Michael D. Rodriguez by Galloway/Rodriguez families
Family Guild members by S. Tagliabue
† Alicia Alvarado by Art & Mary Salinas
Sultanas’ Intentions
† George Fegan by Mary Jones
5:30PM † Anita Vallejo by her family
† Pat Sehy by the Sehy family
† Frances Marsden by Bill Marsden
Lilian Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd by James Kelly
† Rita, Pedro & Gus Barrera by Janie/Joe Vela
† Salomon Naranjo, Jr. by his family
† Claudete Brott by Earl & Mary Saylor
† Deacon George Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
† Oscar Phillips by Sabrina P. Garrison
Saturday, December 5th
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
5:30PM † Annette Wik by David Wik
Sunday, December 6th
8:00AM † Olivia Cardona Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Bill Hennings by Joan Hennings
12:00PM † Adelfa M. Torres by her family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Edna Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas,
Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie,
Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, John &
Rose Marie Hand, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl
Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman,
Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda
Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog,
Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Joseph Rollins, John
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise
Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia
Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those who asked for and need our prayers.
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