“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

O c t o b e r 11 , 2 0 2 0

Twenty Eighth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
As I sit here writing this week’s letter, I am looking out over our rectory patio area. I’ve noticed
hummingbirds flitting about, taking in the nectar from our Esperanza blooms. I’m always amazed by these little
creatures that seemingly appear out of nowhere and I marvel at their deft movements; their ability to hover in
one place with such great facility. Who couldn’t be fascinated and awestruck at these and the myriad other
creatures God has placed on this earth? God certainly has an imagination and he breathed his life into them for
a reason.
I have spent a lot of time throughout my years on earth reflecting upon the gift of life. You see, I was
born prematurely. I was scrawny and sickly for a while. Looking at me now, you would think that I look pretty
normal. In fact, my girth might seem to indicate that I am perhaps a little “too healthy”. Indeed, I have been
fairly healthy the better part of my life, but when I was little, I had some pretty intense challenges with asthma
that curtailed many of my activities. Sometimes, it was downright scary.
While I have generally not had issues with asthma in my latter years, I still have my moments when a
front blows through or dust is carried into our area. I suppose I’m not unlike many people who deal with allergies.
Even so, I try not to take life for granted. Given my history, I know very well how precious life can be and I am
extremely grateful to be alive.
None of us should ever take life for granted. Life should always be cherished. Life is a miraculous
thing. The simple fact that God breathed life into us is an incredible mystery. Imagine for a moment that there
had never been a “you”. If there had never been a “you”, you would never have been in anyone’s thoughts.
You would never have even been in the mind of God. None of the experiences you had ever had, none of the
friendships you had forged, none of the contributions you had made to the world, none of those things would
ever have been. But the simple fact that you “are” is an incomprehensible blessing! You exist! You are who
God made you to be! You are a unique and irreplaceable mystery! That makes you priceless!
Why am I even talking about this? I bring it up because it is so important for each of us to understand
the awesome respect that we should pay to human life and that anything that does violence to the dignity of
human life should be rejected. Every human person should be afforded the utmost dignity and respect as a child
of God and every human life must be defended as the primordial right.
During the month of October, which is a month dedicated to respect for life, we are reminded that every
life, from conception to natural death, should be
protected. If everyone would value life in this
way, we wouldn’t even need to be talking about
a month dedicated to this. Unfortunately, we live
in a world where it seems that human beings are
expendable. Murder rates are rising. Euthanasia
is becoming an acceptable practice. Support for
abortions, even late term abortions, is increasing.
Other direct affronts to human rights are also being
practiced, including contraception and support of
the death penalty.
Everywhere, it seems that the value of
human life is being diminished, while animal rights
and the protection of various species seems to be
becoming more important. As I mentioned at the
start of my letter, life itself is a great mystery and
the creatures that God has placed on this earth
are incredible. Yet, there is nothing more precious
than every human being that is created in God’s
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image and likeness and has been gifted with a soul and a conscience, as well as free will.
The protection of human life and the dignity of the human person is the preeminent issue of
our time and all times, really. There may be many other issues that are of great importance
to us, but in the hierarchy of issues, there is none more important than the protection of the
child within the womb. No society can stand if it does not protect the most vulnerable and
innocent of all life, and therefore the Church has stood strongly against abortion because it
is the most heinous of all affronts to the dignity of human life. Abortion is an intrinsic evil.
As I write this, I think of a young man named Ryan who had Down Syndrome. He
was a very special young man who was loved by so many people. He was a typical person
with many moods, but he was loved everyone. We were all better for having known Ryan.
He helped us not to take ourselves so seriously, and he brought joy to so many people. I
can’t imagine what it would have been like to live in a world where there was no Ryan. He
died some years ago, nevertheless, he was one precious life that touched so many.
The right to life is fundamental and foundational and therefore, life must be
safeguarded at all cost. In this month dedicated to life, it would be good for us to examine
our consciences and put life at the head of all issues, especially as we are preparing to select
our elected officials. The gospel today reminds us that we must enter the banquet properly
dressed. Let us clothe ourselves properly by being responsible in defending life, especially
the most vulnerable, the unborn.
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Welcome New Parishioner!
Please welcome Huong Cao (and baby Ian Le), who recently registered at our parish. Ware
glad to have her be an active part of our growing faith community.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
The flowers in the sanctuary this weekend are in memory of Dr. John J. Kovaric by his family.

PRAY Yard Signs

School Principal
Beth Hinojosa
(361)992-1343

We have “PRAY” yard signs! They can be purchased in the parish
office for a donation of $5.00 to help defray the cost of the signs. Please
stop by during office hours, Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm, to
purchase your sign. Cash or check are welcome.
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request only at this time

Dispensation From Mass Obligation Ending Soon
The dispensation for attending Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation will
continue until Sunday, October 25, 2020. Beginning the weekend of Saturday,
October 31st and Sunday, November 1st, the dispensation will end, and we will
together resume our obligation to return to the Eucharist with a deep longing to
receive him and to be with him. As always, if you are ill or under a doctor’s care
or are caring for those who are infirmed you should remain home.

All Souls Novena of Masses
We will be having a Novena of Masses for All Souls Day from November 2nd
– 10th. Each day, one Mass will be offered for the repose of the souls of all the
faithful departed. If you would like for your deceased family member or loved one
to be included in the novena, simply use the All Souls envelope included in your
monthly envelope mailing. If you don’t receive envelopes, then pick up one of
the envelopes at the doors of the church. Be sure to list their names and return
the envelope with your donation by October 30th and they will be placed in the
sanctuary during the novena.

POPCORN, POPCORN, POPCORN!
Cub Scout Pack 157 will start their popcorn sale next
weekend, October 17th – 18th, after Masses. Thank you for
supporting Scouting!

Anniversary Mass Intentions for 2021
With the large number of parishioners requesting Mass intentions, we began
a policy a few years ago here at the parish. We will do our best to honor on a
first-come basis all anniversaries of death and birthday of the deceased. Starting
Monday, November 2nd, we will begin taking ONLY these 2021 Masses. The
rest of the Masses can be scheduled starting in December.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, October 11th
P.T.O. SALE OF HALLOWEEN RAFFLE TICKETS
Monday, October 12th
6:00PM - Cub Scouts – CAF
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Walking With Purpose - YC
Tuesday, October 13th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Wednesday, October 14th
8:15AM – Mass – CH
6:30PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
Thursday, October 15th
9:15AM – Walking With Purpose – YC
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:15PM – Confession - PH
Friday, October 16th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
Saturday, October 17th
SCOUTS SELLING POPCORN AFTER MASS
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH
5:30PM – Vigil Mass – CH
Sunday, October 18th
SCOUTS SELLING POPCORN AFTER MASSES
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter only through the front doors from the parking lot on the Gollihar Road side.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may
sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church
before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in
front and behind you. Receive communion on your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion starting from the rear of
the church while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.
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Life Teen and Edge are back this week. Our Life Teen high school ministry will be taking place on Sundays at 6:30pm in the
youth building and our Edge Middle School Ministry will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm also in the youth building. All of the same
health precautions that are in place at Mass will be in place at youth ministry events as well.

Mass Overflow & COVID Precautions
As people begin to make their way back to in-person celebration of the Mass, we want you to know that the 10:00 am Sunday
Mass will make provisions for overflow into the parish hall, where we will stream the Mass and take communion to those who will
be in the hall. The 12:00 noon Mass has been re-implemented and is now available for anyone who wishes to come at that time.
That might be a good option for those who do not yet want to be exposed to a larger crowd. We will begin having ushers take up
collections by means of baskets soon. For the time-being, we will not have parishioners pass them around. Be assured that we
will be continuing all the best precautionary measures possible to maintain everyone’s safety. We kindly recommend that everyone
continue to wear masks out of charity for one another, and so that everyone can feel safe.

Pray for the Repose of the Soul of Mother Theresa Santoyo
Funeral services for Mother Theresa Santoyo, Foundress of the Pax Christi Sisters were held this past Friday at Pax Christi.
Mother Santoyo lived a life devoted to the Spirituality of “Oneness” which is based on the Gospel of John. “As you Father are in
me and I in you; I pray that they may be one in us” (Jn. 17:21). United in prayer we seek comfort and strength in God’s promise to
one day be united with Him. Please pray for her family, friends and Pax Christi community at this time of difficulty.

Food Handler’s Class
There will be a food handler’s class in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, October 21st, at 7:00 p.m. The cost is $10.00 cash and you
will need to bring a self-addressed stamped envelope so that your card can be mailed to you. If you have any questions, please
contact Randy Sykora at (361)960-3220. We recommend that if you are feeling any symptoms of illness that you do not attend.
A face mask is required and there will be a temperature check at the door.

Prayer, Fasting & Adoration
Join us every Wednesday in Prayer, Fasting and Adoration for an end to the pandemic. The Blessed Eucharist will be exposed
in Holy Hour and Adoration at Corpus Christi Cathedral at 6:00 p.m. Because of social distancing there will be limited seating.
The Holy Hour will also be live-streamed via FaceBook (Cathedral and KLUX 89.5), Diocesan website (diocesecc.org), YouTube
(Diocesan) and GoCCN.org. Bishop Mulvey will lead Adoration the 2nd Wednesday of the month.

CMSE Certification Now Online
If you volunteer in a ministry here in the parish, please check your blue card to see if you have expired! If you have passed
your expiration date, and wish to renew, you can now do it online. Please go to www.dioceseccorg/training. Click on “Step Two
- Complete Safe Environment Training” and follow the steps. Please know that if you renew your training online, you will no longer
receive a blue card but instead will receive an email informing you that your training is complete and the diocesan database will
be updated. If you do not have the means to complete this training online, please call the parish office at 361-993-4053 to let us
know. Once we know how we can safely offer this class, we will reach out to you to let you know.

Religious Education and Confirmation Classes
We are in the process of filling the position of Director of Religious Education and ask for your prayers as we undergo this process.
We are also working with the diocese to determine the best course of action to safely begin religious education during these times
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As we begin to understand the protocols we must take, we will let you know when registration for
Religious Education will begin. We will also keep you informed about Confirmation classes as well. Hold tight, and we will notify
you soon of our procedures for the new year. Feel free to go to www.spxcc.org and register online.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

VIRTUAL SPOOKTACULAR
Our first-ever Spooktacular is nearly upon us and we need your help! Every year, our Halloween carnival brings in so much
funding for our little school! Please see the flyer that is included in the bulletin for more information.

Raffle Tickets
The PTO will be selling raffle tickets after all masses this weekend. Please stop by and purchase a ticket, or two, or three……
All of the prizes are Amazon gift cards, which will come in handy for the upcoming Christmas season. Each ticket costs $5.00.

PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST
Our pumpkin decorating contest will be held on October 26th this year. All pumpkins are due by 8 a.m. Judging will take place
throughout the day by the teachers. An announcement will be made the following day during announcements. Categories are...
“Most creative”, “Scariest”, “I did it on my own”, “Most school spirit” and “Funniest”. Winners will receive a free dress day pass
for any day of their choosing and enjoy a hot chocolate with Mrs. Hinojosa.

Used Sweater and Coat Drive
The school will be collecting used sweaters, jackets and clothes for the needy of our community. Please help by donating any
items that are no longer needed or that no longer fit. The clothes will be given to local schools and shelters. You may send in any
items to the school at morning drop off or afternoon pickup. This is a great way to practice the Corporal Works of Mercy.

Amazon Smile Prime Day!
You can make a difference while you shop Amazon Prime Day deals on October 13 & 14. Simply shop at smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1541523 or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon Shopping app and AmazonSmile donates to our school.

Date Set for Advent By Candelight!
We are planning on having Advent by Candlelight in a safe way.
After a year of many challenges we want to look forward with hope
as we reflect upon the season of Advent. It will be on Saturday,
December 5th. Stay tuned for more information about registering
and planning your tables.

At Home Study Available for The Bible & The Church Fathers
Great news! You can study The Bible & The Church Fathers
from home! The St. Paul Center has given us free streaming with
purchase of the workbook ($20). If you are interested, please
contact Rhonda Millsap 832-703-7140.

We Need You!
As part of the review of our diocesan communications, the diocese
has an online survey available at ttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
DioComm, in English and Spanish. Survey will be available until
October 17, 2020.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 10th
8:15AM † Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
5:30PM † Maria D. Rodriguez by Cindy & Fred Rodriguez
Sunday, October 11th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Dee Samperi by Mary Fodor
12:00PM † Catherine Garafolo by her family
5:30PM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
Monday, October 12th
8:15AM † Martha Granados Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
Tuesday, October 13th
8:15AM † Ernie Elefante by Juanita Elefante
Wednesday, October 14th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Didear family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen C. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mario Lopez by Al & Adelle Hesse
† Gabriel Hinojosa by Annette Castellano & family
† Monica E. Galloway by Galloway & Rodriguez families
5:30PM † Mary, Pat & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Renae Gilley Annv.by her family		
† Violet Morgan by Ken & Liz Morgan
† Felipe & Carolyn Quintanilla by their family
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly, 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Judge Bonner Dorsey by Patricia Eisenhauer
Thursday, October 15th 		
8:15AM † Deacon George Phillips by Deacon Wayne & Dorothy Lickteig
Friday, October 16th
8:15AM † Eugene Richter by David & Barbara Brown
5:30PM † Ernesto Villarreal by his family
Saturday, October 17th
8:15AM † Albert & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
5:30PM † Dee Samperi Annv. & Ninfa Salazar by Mary Fodor
Sunday, October 18th
8:00AM † Martha Sykora by Randy Sykora
10:00AM † Dorothy Klause by Bob & Judy Buchanan
12:00PM † Alvino Campos Annv. by his family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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Financial Report for Sunday 10/4/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $14,026.00
Sunday Online...................... $6,736.00
Filipino 1st Friday..................... $411.00
Other....................................... $860.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $22,033.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $587.00
Hurricane Relief......................... $85.00
Respect Life............................ $446.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,118.00
Total Contributions.............. $23,151.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (9/30/20)....... $172,613.95
Ending balance................. $216,855.10

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, John
Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, N.M.C., Michael Campos, Lisa
Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia
Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero,
Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Julian Galloway,
Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia,
Raquel Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra,
Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Owen Harris,
Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George
Hoelscher, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth
Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher
Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat
McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell,
Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam
Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay
Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa,
Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John
Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy,
David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee
Saylor, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna
Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy
West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and
all those who asked for and need our prayers.

