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Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time
Dear Friends,
A year into of the pontificate of Pope Francis, people around the world were inspired by images of the new
pope going to confession to one of the local priests of Rome during a Lenten penance service at St. Peter’s
Basilica. There was something very striking about the Holy Father, the Shepherd of the Universal Church,
kneeling humbly before that priest, just as would any average person. Even though we all realize that even
popes need to go to confession, the visual of him doing it so publicly and so simply, put him on equal terrain
with the rest of us. It portrayed his humanity and the fact that even “powerful” universal leaders are in need of
God’s mercy.
Pope John Paul II was known to have gone to confession at least weekly. Pope Benedict and likely all popes
prior also received the sacrament of God’s mercy regularly. Bishops and priests, despite their role as spiritual
leaders, all recognize their own personal sinfulness and the need to confess. I personally go to confession on
a regular basis to keep myself spiritually “tuned up”, and I know that my brother priests do as well.
If our spiritual leaders and pastors feel it necessary to seek out the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly,
then it is also necessary for all the faithful to practice the sacrament regularly. It is not always the easiest thing
to confess our wrongdoings to a priest. It can be very humbling, especially when there is something that we
are not very proud of that needs to be confessed. However, the humility that is required is just the ticket to
profound healing for the soul. Our pride interferes with God’s grace. Humility opens the door to it. The cry of
the humble, contrite soul pierces heaven, as the scriptures relate. This is a reality from which no one is exempt.
The lowliest person to the most princely, the follower to the leader, the most obscure to the celebrity – all are in
need of a good dose of humility if we truly want to be healed and if we truly want to have any kind of meaningful
relationship with God.
A humble awareness of our own need for God’s mercy is essential for authentic spiritual growth. We always
need to be evaluating ourselves, not in a naval-gazing sort of way where we are obsessed with ourselves and our
own unworthiness, but in a realistic way that regularly sees the need for improvement. Certainly, we should not
become to scrupulous with regard
to our imperfections. That is
unhealthy. By the same token, we
should not be oblivious to our own
sins. Nor should we gloat with
pride if we are successful in any
way in living out the Christian life.
That can be extremely dangerous
spiritually speaking.
What would spiritual pride
look like? A good example is the
attitude we have toward people
who show up at Mass on special
holidays like Christmas and
Easter, but whom we never see
at other times of the year. We
sometimes like to joke about
these “Chreasters” (people who
only come to church at Christmas
and Easter), but is it really fair
to do so? In the parishes where
I have served, I have overheard
people complain that there are
people who show up on holidays
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who never show up throughout the rest of
the year. I have even heard priests make
deriding comments about their presence. It
can be all too easy to judge. The problem is,
we can easily make the wrong assumptions.
Sometimes, the strange faces that we see
at those times of year are visitors to our city
during the holidays. They may be regular
Mass attendees in their own parishes back
home. Or, those people might be family
members who have come home for the
holidays. Sometimes, they are people whose
work impedes them from Mass attendance,
but the holidays afforded them the chance
to go. One other observation: the fact that
the holidays brought someone to church for
the first time in a long time is a good thing!
Shouldn’t we be celebrating that? We need
to be careful about the lens through which
we look. Humility and self-awareness of our
own weakness is critical. We could easily be
judging other people, when we should really
be judging ourselves.
The parable of the two people praying
in the temple is a warning against selfjustification. The Pharisee came into the
temple to pray, but didn’t really pray to God
at all. He spent his time praising himself
about all his qualities. In the end, he was
just praising himself but not really talking to
God. The humble tax collector, on the other
hand, was contrite and humble. His prayer,
which was the fruit of a sorrowful heart, was
heard by God. We need to be more like him.
That is why the Sacrament of Confession
is good. It keeps us in reality and saves us
from spiritual pride. As we draw near to the

end of the Year of Mercy, let’s all work on that.
Let’s go to confession frequently. And as we
approach the holidays, let us be welcoming to
those new people that cross the threshold of
our church doors. Christ came for us all!
God bless!

May He Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
parishioner Ike Salinas, whose funeral Mass
was held here last week. Please keep his
family in your prayers.

Priest & Deacon on Convocation
Fr. Paul and Deacon Eric will be on a
diocesan convocation with their fellow priests
Monday afternoon – Wednesday afternoon
of this week. Please keep them in your
prayers.

A Message on Mercy
Mercy requires that we learn to
love others, to value their welfare
more than our own!
(John
Hagee)

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Additional Confession times during the Year of Mercy: Wednesdays & Fridays 5-5:30PM and
Thursdays 6-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.

Mercy for Ourselves
Accepting God’s mercy to us through word, deed and prayer.
Word: Let go of anger or hurt; forgive yourself and others.
Deed: Accept charity from others who offer to help in stressful times.
Prayer: Pray for mercy in your won endeavors, even those that are
unsuccessful.

Women’s Circle Meeting
All women in St. Pius X Parish are invited to attend the October meeting of
the St. Pius X Women’s Circle, Wednesday evening, October 26 at 7:00 PM
in the Parish Hall. If you have questions or need more information, please call
Dotti Duerr at 361-986-9933.

Send A Card, Say A Prayer!
On Monday of last week, Msgr. Richard Shirley, had shoulder surgery. Please
continue to keep him in your prayers. If you would like to send him a card,
please mail, or drop off, at the parish office and we will get them to him.

Knights of Columbus
-”That Man is You!”, this Saturday, 6:30-8:00 am in CC#2.
-Join us each Sunday for the Rosary at 9:25am in the church.
-Early voting begins on Monday October 24th, ends Friday
November 4th. General election on Tuesday, November 8th.
-Waffle breakfast fundraiser will be held on Sunday, November
20th, 9am-Noon in the Parish Hall. Tickets will go on sale the first weekend of
November after all the Masses.

THE BIG EVENT!
HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL, RAFFLE, & SILENT AUCTION
This Friday, October 28th, starting at 5:30, St. Pius X
Catholic School will host their annual Halloween Carnival.
There is something for everyone: food truck vendors, beer,
wine, silent auction, cake walk, rock climbing wall, bounce
houses, face painting, and entertainment. If you haven’t
already done so, please return those raffle ticket stubs and
money to the school or parish office by this Wednesday, October 26th. You
could be the next big winner! Proceeds benefit St. Pius X Catholic School.
Hope to see you there!

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, October 23rd
10:00AM – Scout Pack 157 – CH
11:00AM-2:00PM – Scouts - CAF
11:30AM-1:00PM – RCIA class – YC
3:00-9:30PM – LIFE TEEN - YC
Monday, October 24th
3:15-4:15PM – School – Ballet – PH
3:30-4:45PM – School - YC
5:30-7:30PM – Confirmation II – YC
5:30-7:30PM- Confirmation I – CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
7:00-9:00PM – Scouts – CAF
7:30PM – Angels – CC#2
Tuesday, October 25th
6:00-8:00AM –Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
10:00AM - 12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Webelos - CAF
6:00-7:00PM – Tiger Scouts – PH
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
7:00-8:30PM – Year of Mercy - YC
Wednesday, October 26th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM – 12:00PM – MAP – CC#1 office
9:00AM-3:00PM – School – CC#1
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:00-9:30PM – EDGE - YC
3:30-4:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30-5:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
5:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2
6:30-7:30PM – Confirmation I – CAF
7:00PM – Women’s Circle – PH
7:30PM – Youth Band practice - CH
Thursday, October 27th
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
2:00-3:30PM – Year of Mercy – YC
1:30-5:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
2:45-3:30PM – School choir - CH
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM- Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, October 28th
SCHOOL HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 29th
Sunday, October 30th
10:00AM – KC’S Corporate Communion - CH
11:30- 1:00PM – RCIA class – Youth Center
3:00-9:30PM – LIFE TEEN - YC
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All Souls Novena of Masses
Life Teen Fall Retreat
We are happy to announce that our High School Fall retreat
will be November 18 - 20 at the Spiritual Renewal Center in
Victoria, TX. This retreat is called In Reverse; in depth look at
the Our Father and will teach us how to look at the Our Father
in a more prayerful way and help us to understand the meaning
and importance behind the words and to appreciate them more
fully when we say it at Mass and in our own personal prayer. The
price of this retreat is $95 and the registration deadline to get a
free t-shirt is November 7. The final deadline is November 14.
Registration packets will be in the back of the church and in the
youth building.

Life Teen
Sunday, Oct. 23 - No Life Teen due to Youth Spectacular
Sunday, Oct.30 - Immaculata: Mary’s Role In Salvation History

EDGE
Wednesday, October 26 - Social Night

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Parking Lot Project Update!
The parking lot project is still underway. We thought we would
give you an update: We received the necessary approvals from
the Diocese of Corpus Christi and the contracts have been signed.
We are now awaiting permits from the City of Corpus Christi.
The word is that the preliminary approvals have been finally
granted by the city and we should get permits soon. If all goes
well, we should be seeing work beginning sometime soon after
the Halloween Carnival. Our plan is to refurbish the parking lot
with concrete and better lighting. Trees will remain where they
are, but will have new barriers around them. We will also be
putting in some landscaping in various areas. We also will repair
the grading at the entrance where cars tend to “bottom out” as
they enter and leave. New drainage will be incorporated into the
plan so that there will be no puddles to tromp through. Please
continue to pray for the success of the project and we hope you
will continue to support the Legacy of Faith ~ Future of Hope
campaign so that we can use the rebates that come back to the
parish. We are nearly there!
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We will be having a Novena of Masses for All Souls
Day from November 2nd – 10th. Each day, one Mass will
be offered for the repose of the souls of all the faithful
departed. If you would like for your deceased family member
or loved one to be included in the novena, simply use the All
Souls envelope included in your monthly envelope mailing,
or you may take an envelope provided for your convenience
at one of the entrances to the church. Be sure to list their
names and return the envelope with your donation by Oct.
31st, and they will be placed in the sanctuary during the
novena.

All Souls Service to Remember Our Loved Ones
Everyone is invited to a special All Souls Service to
remember your loved ones who have died, on Wednesday,
November 2nd, at 7:00 p.m. in the church. We will pray for
all of your family members and friends who have died. We
will light special candles especially remembering all who
died during the past year and whose funeral services we
celebrated in our parish. Please come and offer your prayers
for those you hold dear to your heart.

Anniversary Mass Intentions for 2017
With the large number of parishioners requesting Mass
intentions, we began a policy a few years ago here at the
parish. We will do our best to honor on a first-come basis all
anniversaries of death and birthday of the deceased. Starting on the first week of November we will begin taking ONLY
these 2017 Masses. The rest of the Masses can be scheduled starting
in December.

Dinner & a Movie Coming Again!
The Women’s Circle is hosting “Dinner & a Movie” on Nov.
5th. Tickets are on sale in the office for $10.00 each. The
movie is “We’re No Angels” starring Humphrey Bogart &
Peter Ustinov. Dinner starts at 6:30pm, the movie at 7:45pm.
If you are interested in helping please contact Mary Saylor
994-5204.

Grief Support Sessions
Mondays, 6:30 p.m. at St. Patrick Church. Have you lost
a loved one? Do not suffer alone. Find support in these
sessions with others who have also suffered loss. For
information call John Moses (361) 813-5825.

School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
We had a pretty busy week this past week.
Our 6th graders had a visit from former Blue Jay
students that now attend IWA Middle School to talk
about campus life at IWA. Sister Barbara Bluntzer
held a Vocations Retreat for all our students on Tuesday and our
Cheer Squad participated in the King High School Homecoming
Parade on Wednesday evening. In addition, our Blue Jay athletes
competed in the Parochial Sports League Mid-Season Volleyball
Tournament at Bishop Garriga MS and St. John Paul II HS. We
are so proud of how these young men and women represented
our school through participation, competition and sportsmanship.
Way to go Blue Jays!
Our Halloween Carnival, which is the school’s largest
fundraiser, happens this coming Friday, October 28th from 5:30
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.! Thanks to all parishioners who bought the
raffle tickets that were sent to them through the church mail-out.
We appreciate your help and generosity. If you have not returned
your stubs and money, please do so by Wednesday, October
26th. You can bring them by the school office or rectory or mail
them to the school using the envelope provided with the tickets.
There are many nice items in the raffle this year. We always have
at least one or two winners from the parish.
Our carnival will feature lots of fun, food, games, entertainment
and a Silent Auction. This carnival is a nice and safe way to
celebrate Halloween. The Silent Auction will have great items
to bid on (see insert). We hope that you plan to come and bring
your children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors. There is
something for everyone, from young to old. Please pray for
great weather!
We will have a pumpkin-decorating contest beginning on
Monday. The categories will be: Funniest, Scariest, Most
Creative, Most School Spirit, and “I Did It On My Own.” The
winners in each category will be given carnival tickets to spend
at the carnival.
If you will be up early on Tuesday morning, and have your
television sets tuned to KIII-TV, you will see some of our students,
parents and P.T.O. members appearing with Sarah Acosta on the
Morning Edition News promoting our Carnival. Sarah is a great
friend to our school and always does a great job of promoting
activities of our school. Thanks to all these people for taking the
time to represent our school and advertising our carnival.
Hope to see you at the Carnival on Friday! God Bless!

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity committee continues
to collect pull-tabs to turn into the Ronald
McDonald House so that they can redeem and
use the monies for their needs. So many of us
just throw these away, so we are asking you to
save the pull tabs off of your soda, beer and all other cans with
pull-tabs. You can drop them in the designated box in the back
of the church, or drop by the parish office, and we will take to
the Ronald McDonald House. Thanks for your support!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We are experiencing a slump in attendance at CCD classes.
I will be sending out a letter to all parents who have enrolled
their children in CCD this 2016-2017 session. It is so important
that the children attend classes each Wednesday evening.
Sporadic attendance does not encourage a constant and
firm relationship with God. Parents please put your child’s
relationship with God as #1 on your priority list.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Teens attending Confirmation I and II Classes are reminded
that attendance is crucial to their being accepted to receive this
adult Sacrament. Sacraments are not magic. Sacraments are
signs instituted by Christ to give Grace. Our eyes and hearts
MUST be open in our relationship with God.

Vocation Awareness Retreat
Will be on November 4th-6th at Pax Christi Liturgical Retreat
Center. Come and join other single men and women of faith,
ages 18-35, who are searching and discerning God’s call in
their lives. Registration deadline is October 17th. The cost to
attend is $25. For more information: Office of Vocations Rachel
Dimas (361) 334-2781 or email RDimas@DioceseCC.org.

New Student Open House
St. John Paul II High School and Bishop Garriga Middle
School will be having a New Student Open House on Tuesday,
November 15th, at 6:30p.m. There will be a new students
drawing for one-year free tuition for each campus. Come on
out to learn more about our great diocesan schools and how
Catholic Education is for this life…and the next!

Want to Promote Your Business?
Hundreds of people view our bulletin every week. It is a
perfect opportunity to try and reach new customers. If you are
interested in placing an ad in our parish bulletin, please call
Lisa at the parish office Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
The cost is $25.00 per Sunday bulletin.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with
Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do
you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with
God? We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the
church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come
spend some time in the presence of the Lord in adoration
before the Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel
rejuvenated and more peaceful after passing time in the
presence of Our Savior!
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 22nd
5:30PM † Hector Haasl Annv.by Virginia Haasl
Sunday, October 23rd
8:00AM † Saul Laurel Annv. by Elva Laurel
† Andy Heines by Stephanie Hatridge
10:00AM † Rafael A. Guerrero by Berta Guerrero
12:00PM Sultanas’ October Birthdays
5:30PM For the Parishioners
7:30PM Vietnamese Mass – For the Vietnamese Community
Monday, October 24th
8:15AM † Fred L. Vela by Jeanie Balli		
Tuesday, October 25th
8:15AM † Fr. Tom Scecina by Frank & Martha Kolda		
Wednesday, October 26th
8:15AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
† Eduardo DeAsis by family
† Mary, John & James Kelly by Kathleen Horne
† Larry Stanley by Mary Elaine Ganley
† Dorothy Mathews by Betty Connolly
† Mike Winstead by Alice Didear
† Jesse D. Garcia by Christy Garcia
5:30 PM † Jerry Muttera by Lory Moore
† Martha Achee Greene by Anna Vrazel
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Evelyn Mansheim by Corinne Leiser
James W. Kelly III wellbeing by family
† Regina & Raymond Richter by Jerry & Betty Moy
† Lisandro & Cristina Villarreal by Elva Garza
Thursday, October 27th
8:15AM † Vicente S. Morin, Jr. by Mary Morin
† Freddy B. Wyman by Jeraldine Sykora
Friday, October 28th
8:15AM † Paul Irvin Annv. by John, Debra & Brian Janosek
5:30PM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
† Jose Genuino Annv. by family
Saturday, October 29th
5:30PM † John Boyd by Billy & Button Ruzicka
† Arturo Vasquez by Marie Vasquez
Sunday, October 30th
8:00AM For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Deceased Knights of Columbus members
12:00PM † Mary, John & James Kelly by Kathleen Horne
5:30PM † Lucille Pacheco Annv. by Penny Pacheco
7:30PM Vietnamese Mass – For the Vietnamese Community
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Financial Report for Sunday 10/16/2016
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $16,945.08
Sunday Online...................... $2,685.00
Other Income............................ $10.00
Total Operating Revenue... $19,640.08
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,225.64
Filipino Mission Appeal.............. $35.00
World Mission Sunday................ $5.00
Respect Life................................ $5.00
Total Other Contributions..... $2,270.64
Total Contributions............. $21,910.72

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sidra Alvarez, Elida Benavides,
Felipe Benavidez, Bernice Berry, Don Birt, Judy Bowman,
Kanon Brown, Jimmy Buehrig, Stella & Michael Campos,
Curtis Cantwell, Sondra Cazalas, Sabrina Cisneros, Shirley
Currie, Andrea Dahlstrom, Patrick
Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda
DeLaGarza, Minga DeLosSantos,
Didra DeLosSantos, Samantha
Didear Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Liz
Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Alicia
Garcia, Antonio Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Dora Garza, Roel Garza, Terry
Garza, Cindy Gedge, Elida Gonzalez,
Bobby Gough, Charlotte & Tommy
Groner, Jared Groner, Rose Marie
Hand, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde,
Ben Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson,
Jim Johnston, R.W. Jones, Nathan
Kelley, Frank Kolda, Gerri Kosik, Dora
Lambert, Elva Laurel, Melanie Lee,
Arlene Leep, Eddie Litchko, Larry
Ludka, Bill Lyman, Frances Marsden,
Michael McCloskey, Jim & Pat McLemore, Fred & Vicki Mitchell,
Melynda Moore, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Patrick Moyers,
Patricia Paris, Mary Lou Penne, Robert M. Pope, Patti Powers,
Patricia Riek, John Lee Robertson, Amanda Rodriguez, Stella
Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Paul Rossi,
Albert Rubio, David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Tim Salch, David N. Scherzer, Toni Sharif, Josephine
Sheldon, Tina Shepard, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Judy Slaughter,
Constance Smith, Maxine Sommers, Renato Sovran, Mary Ann
Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Jo Teichman, Diane Thompson, Donna
Tindall, Luke Valdez, Bessie Vasquez, Mary Vasquez, Idolina
Vela, Pedro & David Vela, Johnny Villarreal, Luz Villarreal, Judy
West, Lillian Anderson Williams, Sarah Zuniga and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.

