“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

October 4, 2020

Twenty Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
I come from a family of farmers. I didn’t grow up on a farm, but my mother, her siblings, and my
grandparents and great-grandparents had a history of farming. They knew tough times and understood the
challenges of caring for crops, doing back-breaking work, and hoping that the weather would cooperate in
bringing forth a good harvest. Life wasn’t easy, but they learned to put their faith in the Lord, even if it wasn’t
always easy.
Though I didn’t grow up on a farm myself, there must be something in my blood that likes aspects of
farming life. I discovered that I like to get my hands dirty in the soil; to work in the flower beds and to try to make
things grow. I don’t seem to have much time for that anymore, but I used to fancy yard work from time to time.
In my previous assignment, I was able to find some time on the weekends to care for the yard at my residence.
I took pride in mowing, weeding, keeping it looking nice, pruning plants and planting flowers in the spring.
The one thing I realized about working in the yard is that it has to be maintained regularly to keep it from
getting unruly. If I was excessively busy, I would neglect the yard and I had to work doubly hard to get it back into
reasonable shape. There were times, when, because of neglect, I had to start over. Some of the flowers died,
the soil became hardened, the grass developed patches that betrayed its lack of care. There was a constant
need of attention. The condition of the yard required a certain sense of responsibility.
What’s interesting is that there is an element of farming life in everyone’s home and spiritual life. What I
mean by that is that each of us has a role of planting and cultivating. When parents first learn that they are going
to have a child, there is an immediate awareness of the need to care for that child. There is a sense of urgency to
make doctor’s visits, find out how the pregnancy is progressing, and the feeling of responsibility for this life begins
to take root. Then, questions about finances comes into play, so that the child can be adequately provided for.
Soon, shopping for clothes, baby products, more doctor visits, and a multitude of other things begin to occupy
the minds of the parents.
Obviously, this sense
of responsibility does not
diminish as the child is born
and begins to mature. Parents
consider things like securing
an excellent education,
fostering healthy circles of
friends, seeking supportive
family relationships, prioritizing
church life, and promoting
extra-curricular activities that
will help form that child for a
successful adulthood. There
is no doubt that parents have
a deep conviction about
the responsibility that is
required to cultivate and form
that child. You might say
that raising a child is an allconsuming activity of planting
seeds, providing “fertilizer” to
strengthen their growth, and
“pruning” through discipline
and correction.
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We see what happens when children are neglected or when they do not receive
adequate care. Like crops that aren’t tended well, or not given adequate moisture, a child
that is not given decent guidance will become unruly, starved for faith, or just directionless.
Though the gospel does not speak of farming, per se, it does give us the image of the
vineyard. Israel was constantly referred to as the vineyard of the Lord, and God was seen as
the owner of the vineyard. He gave that vineyard caretakers in the form of the Jewish/religious
elders, whose task it was to give guidance and care to the vineyard. God continuously
sent his representatives in the form of prophets and kings to remind the caretakers of their
responsibility to make the vineyard fruitful. Unfortunately, they didn’t fulfill their responsibility
well and the people suffered. They were starved for direction and abiding faith in God.
Jesus essentially was chiding the religious leaders for their lack of care of the
vineyard, and the gospel discourse is a promise that he would bring forth good caretakers.
Those caretakers would come in the form of the apostles and other disciples as the Church
grew. Today, we are all called to be responsible for caring for the vineyard of the Lord in
whatever form it may be given to us. As parents, we care for our children. As parishioners,
we care for one another. As faithful, we care for brothers and sisters outside the confines of
the church building. In essence, the gospel is challenging us to evaluate how well we are
fulfilling the responsibility of cultivating and fostering a vibrant relationship with the Lord. We
also have to evaluate whether or not we are being witnesses – evangelizers in a nation and
world that is starving for direction. Are we bearing fruit in the vineyard that has been entrusted
to us? In a sense, we are all “farmers” in that we are called to plant seeds, water them, and
help them to grow. How have we been doing?
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May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul Leovigilda Marinas whose funeral Mass was held
here this past week. Please keep her family in your prayers.

PRAY Yard Signs

School Principal
Beth Hinojosa
(361)992-1343

We have “PRAY” yard signs! They can be purchased in the parish
office for a donation of $5.00 to help defray the cost of the signs. Please
stop by during office hours, Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm, to
purchase your sign. Cash or check are welcome.
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:15-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request only at this time

Dispensation From Mass Obligation Ending Soon
Please note that the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation in the Diocese of Corpus Christi will
continue until October 31, 2020, at which time it will end. Everyone will be
required to attend Mass once again, beginning with the Feast of All Saints on
November 1, 2020. We recommend that if you are feeling any symptoms of illness
or your physician has advised that you are at risk, that you remain at home.

Prayer Shawls Available for the Sick & Homebound
In the vestibule of the church this weekend, we have prayer shawls that have
been prayerfully made by parishioners for those who are sick and homebound.
The shawls represent the covering of God’s healing grace and the prayers of
the community upon those who receive them. If you know of someone in the
hospital, preparing to undergo surgery, or homebound, who could benefit by a
knitted prayer shawl, please stop by the vestibule and take one to them. We also
have some available in the parish office.

All Souls Novena of Masses
We will be having a Novena of Masses for All Souls Day from November 2nd
– 10th. Each day, one Mass will be offered for the repose of the souls of all the
faithful departed. If you would like for your deceased family member or loved one
to be included in the novena, simply use the All Souls envelope included in your
monthly envelope mailing. If you don’t receive envelopes, then pick up one of
the envelopes at the doors of the church. Be sure to list their names and return
the envelope with your donation by October 30th and they will be placed in the
sanctuary during the novena.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, October 4th
4:00PM – Blessing of the animals
Monday, October 5th
6:00PM - Cub Scouts – CAF
7:00PM – Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Walking With Purpose - YC
Tuesday, October 6th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts – CAF
Wednesday, October 7th
6:30PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
Thursday, October 8th
9:15AM – Walking With Purpose – YC
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, October 9th
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
Saturday, October 10th
4:00-5:00PM – Confessions - PH
6:30-7:30PM – Confessions – PH
Sunday, October 11th

Food Handler’s Class
There will be a food handler’s class in the Parish Hall on Wednesday, October
21st, at 7:00 p.m. The cost is $10.00 cash and you will need to bring a selfaddressed stamped envelope so that your card can be mailed to you. If you have
any questions, please contact Randy Sykora at (361)960-3220. We recommend
that if you are feeling any symptoms of illness that you do not attend. A face mask
is required and there will be a temperature check at the door.

Guidelines/Procedures When Attending Mass
Please observe the following guidelines and procedures:
Before You Arrive
• Be sure to wash your hands or use hand sanitizer.
• Face masks are strongly encouraged
• Check your temperature before leaving your home.
Upon Arriving
• Enter only through the front doors from the parking lot on the Gollihar Road side.
• Everyone should maintain 6 feet of distance between them, but families may sit together.
During Mass
• If wearing a mask, we encourage you to keep your face mask on during the Mass.
• You may place your weekly gift in a basket in the vestibule of the church
before or after Mass. We encourage you to practice online giving.
• For distribution of communion, maintain proper distancing from the person in
front and behind you. Receive communion on your ungloved hand.
Departing Mass
• All are asked to depart Mass in an orderly fashion starting from the rear of
the church while maintaining 6 feet of distance from others.
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Life Teen and Edge are back this week. Our Life Teen high school ministry will be taking place on Sundays at 6:30pm in the
youth building and our Edge Middle School Ministry will be on Wednesdays at 6:30pm also in the youth building. All of the same
health precautions that are in place at Mass will be in place at youth ministry events as well.

Blessing of the Animals
Calling all pets and their owners! Commemorating the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the blessing of the animals
will take place this Sunday, October 4th, at 4:00pm in front of the Parish Hall.

CMSE Certification Now Online
If you volunteer in a ministry here in the parish, please check your blue card to see if you have expired! If you have passed
your expiration date, and wish to renew, you can now do it online. Please go to www.dioceseccorg/training. Click on “Step Two
- Complete Safe Environment Training” and follow the steps. Please know that if you renew your training online, you will no longer
receive a blue card but instead will receive an email informing you that your training is complete and the diocesan database will
be updated. If you do not have the means to complete this training online, please call the parish office at 361-993-4053 to let us
know. Once we know how we can safely offer this class, we will reach out to you to let you know.

Religious Education and Confirmation Classes
We are in the process of filling the position of Director of Religious Education and ask for your prayers as we undergo this process.
We are also working with the diocese to determine the best course of action to safely begin religious education during these times
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As we begin to understand the protocols we must take, we will let you know when registration for
Religious Education will begin. We will also keep you informed about Confirmation classes as well. Hold tight, and we will notify
you soon of our procedures for the new year. Feel free to go to www.spxcc.org and register online.

Update on Advent By Candelight!
Please disregard any previous dates published for this event. We
are planning on having Advent by Candlelight in a safe way. After a
year of many challenges we want to look forward with hope as we
reflect upon the season of Advent. Stay tuned for more information
on the date and about registering and planning your tables.

At Home Study Available for The Bible & The
Church Fathers
Great news! You can study The Bible & The Church Fathers from
home! The St. Paul Center has given us free streaming with the
purchase of the workbook ($20). If you are interested, please contact
Rhonda Millsap 832-703-7140.

Prayer, Fasting & Adoration
Join us every Wednesday in Prayer, Fasting and Adoration for
an end to the pandemic. The Blessed Eucharist will be exposed in
Holy Hour and Adoration at Corpus Christi Cathedral at 6:00 p.m.
Because of social distancing there will be limited seating. The Holy
Hour will also be live-streamed via FaceBook (Cathedral and KLUX
89.5), Diocesan website (diocesecc.org), YouTube (Diocesan) and
GoCCN.org. Bishop Mulvey will lead Adoration the 2nd Wednesday
of the month.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.

Happy October!
We have an exciting month ahead of us. There will be a pumpkin decorating contest, a virtual spooktacular, and a virtual silent
auction. Be on the lookout for more information from our fabulous PTO. If you are wanting to gather a donation for our silent auction
click this link for our donation letter. Thank you!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DFgUPgvVyco1d1BsmEd6xWmd3oNcgMWk6dahczKnkog/edit?usp=sharing

Rummage Sale Report
I want to thank everyone who donated or helped out at our rummage sale. . We especially want to thank Peggy Didear , Linda
Bodie, Sara Narvaez, Randy Sykora, Lauren & Cody Kirkland, Sherry Gilliland and Yolanda Villarreal. We were able to raise
$7,687.54. This will help our school immensely.

Used Sweater and Coat Drive
The school will be collecting used sweaters, jackets and clothes for the needy of our community. Please help by donating any
items that are no longer needed or that no longer fit. The clothes will be given to local schools and shelters. You may send in any
items to the school at morning drop off or afternoon pickup. This is a great way to practice the Corporal Works of Mercy.

Virtual Spooktacular!
This year, as many of us can attest to, is quite different! Here at St. Pius however, we are making
different, extraordinary! With change, comes hesitation and we definitely understand that! This year,
our raffle tickets are available for purchase for $5 each. We know the price of the tickets is quite a jump
from last year but, given the direction from the Diocese that we cannot have an in-person Halloween
Carnival, for the first time in 37 years, our Raffle and Legendary Silent Auction are what we are allowed
to have. St. Pius X School relies on this event every year to help offset some of the operational costs
that come along with running an extremely successful Blue Ribbon School. So we come to you this
week to ask for your help! Tickets will be sold after every mass the first two weekends in October. find
us after Mass! Tell us hello, buy a ticket, or most importantly pray for us! As the St. Pius Community we
are Stronger Together! We appreciate your love and support Always! WE ARE IN NEED OF SILENT
AUCTION DONATIONS AND SPONSORHIPS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE OR HELP SPONSOR THIS EVENT, PLEASE
CONTACT THE PTO AT: PTO@STPIUSXSCHOOLCC.ORG. WE WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE ANY AND ALL DONATIONS
AND HELP WE CAN GET!

We Need You!
As part of the review of our
diocesan communications,
the diocese is opening
a survey this weekend.
Please complete the survey.
It takes just a few minutes
and can be found at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
DioComm, in English and
Spanish.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 3rd
8:15AM † Rick Mulinix by Al & Adelle Hesse
5:30PM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
Sunday, October 4th
8:00AM † Richard Martinez by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal
10:00AM † Randy Havel by DeAnna Havel
12:00 PM † John Alaniz by Norma Alaniz
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, October 5th
8:15AM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
Tuesday, October 6th
8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
Wednesday, October 7th
8:15AM
Julian Liam Galloway’s health by his Grampa
† Raymond I. Sykora by Raymond & Randy Sykora
† Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
† Albert & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Jeanne Baish & Patricia Gore by family
† Barbara Ann Purcell by Mary Crabtree
† Gabriel Hinojosa by Annette Castellano & family
5:30PM † Catherine Kelly by Ken & Liz Morgan
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen C. Kelly by James & John Kelly
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly, 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Private Intentions
† Mario Lopez by a friend
† Judge Bonner Dorsey by Patricia M. Eisenhauer
Thursday, October 8th 		
8:15AM † Pete A. Balli by Jeanie Balli
Friday, October 9th
8:15AM † Mary Kelly by K.K.H.
5:30PM † Don Leiser Annv. by his family
Saturday, October 10th
5:30PM † Maria D. Rodriguez by Cindy & Fred Rodriguez
Sunday, October 11th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Dee Samperi by Mary Fodor
12:00PM † Catherine Garafolo by her family
5:30PM † Malcom & Mary Agnes Dyer by Clarissa Beltran
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Financial Report for Sunday 9/27/2020
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $5,393.00
Sunday Online...................... $4,198.00
Other....................................... $100.00
Total Operating Revenue...... $9,691.00
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $153.00
Disaster Relief........................... $15.00
Hurricane Relief......................... $10.00
Total Other Contributions......... $178.00
Total Contributions................ $9,869.00
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs
(1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (8/31/20)....... $163,601.35
Ending balance................. $225,867.70

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo,
Missy O’Rourke Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, John
Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Carlos
Cardenas, Allison Cash, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora
Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner,
Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda
DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert,
Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah
Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Julian Galloway, Berta Garcia, Dakota
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Raquel Garza, Leigh
& Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan
Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain
Hennig, Anna Hernandez, George Hoelscher, Graham Hughes,
Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Dennis
Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Gilbert Martinez,
Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar, Barbara Mikulik, Fred
Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan,
Sam Morris, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Trent O’Connell, Anna
Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Valerie Pompa,
Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank,
Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena Roy, David Russell,
Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Robert Sanchez,
Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise
Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino,
Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr.,
Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those who asked for and
need our prayers.

