“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Dear Parish Family,

•

September 19, 2021

Twenty Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Atop the huge metal clad, onion-shaped domes are decorative metal crosses that thrust skyward,
presiding over the grand square, where there are seemingly more pigeons that congregate than people. Each
of the arches on the facade shimmer with gold mosaics and these are flanked by spires. Angels with golden
wings and saints with golden halos cap the peaks of the arches. Prominent on the arch above the main doorway
is the golden winged lion (the symbol of St. Mark) and above that is the statue of the Lord. The crown jewel of
Venice is this edifice called St. Mark’s Basilica, which portrays heavenly splendor.
The inside of the basilica is laden with massive golden mosaics adorning the ceiling and vaults,
emblematic of the golden age of Venice. This special cathedral, dedicated to the glory of God, is impressive
and awe-inspiring. It is a marvel of human achievement and of human desire to lift up praise to God.
One can’t enter the basilica without being impressed at its beauty. Despite the character of what is
visibly evident about the basilica, its magnificence would be nothing without what is invisible. Obscured from
view, and deep down underneath the main structure lies a foundation that has enabled this beautiful structure
to stand the test of time. This is true of every magnificent structure ever built. What is admired and receives
the most attention is what is visible. However, that does not render what is invisible any less important. In fact,
what is visible is wholly dependent upon what lies underneath.
Think about it. The integrity of our homes depends first upon a solid foundation. A foundation that has
been undermined puts everything at risk. By the same token, our walls and ceilings; our lights and plumbing all
depend upon the structures behind them. Floor joists, studs, electrical wiring, and proper plumbing all assure
that what is visible is solid and beautiful. People talk about houses having “good bones” – meaning that what lies
underneath will make for a good, stable and beautiful house. It is the “good bones” that makes such a house desirable.
The same principle applies to events. When you have a spectacular show, movie, or concert, there are
people behind the scenes that make the stars of the show look good. No doubt the celebrity’s talent is critical,
but so are those who run the production.
The products we use on a daily
basis rely on the same principle. A
dependable appliance is one that not
only looks good on the outside, but has
quality parts on the inside to keep it
running properly. What looks attractive
would be useless unless it functioned properly.
Such things should make us
realize how important it is for all of us
to be humble. Any good CEO of an
organization will never discount the fact
that his or her position is dependent
upon the most anonymous of employees.
The cohesion of the workers is also
dependent upon the talent of the CEO.
There is mutuality in all of these things.
In the gospel today, there is
something very peculiar going on that
prompts Jesus to convey an important
lesson. Like last week’s gospel, Jesus
tells his disciples that he will be handed
over to be killed. Interestingly, the
disciples seem to be oblivious to what
parish:

w w w. s p x c c . o r g

school:

w w w. s t p i u s x s c h o o l c c . o r g

Pastor
Fr. Paul Hesse
Pastoral Associate
Deacon Stacy Millsap
Permanent Deacons
Salvador (Sal) Alvarado
Loni Lugo
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Lisa Catchings
Parish Office Assistant
Wilma Toledo

Jesus is really saying. They are too busy arguing about who is the greatest among them.
This prompts Jesus to point out to them that the greatest is the one who serves.
A foundation may not be the most attractive part of a building, but it serves a critical
purpose. A sound person at a concert may not have celebrity status, but he or she plays the
critical role of making the celebrity look and sound good. Jesus had been trying to convey to
the disciples that his own role of service was going to have to be through suffering and death.
That was the only way for him to achieve our salvation. The disciples were ultimately going
to have to do likewise.
Our role as Christians is not meant for our own personal recognition or aggrandizement,
but rather, our role is to serve Christ. We may not always be recognized for what we do.
Nevertheless, God sees all that we do, and if we do it with a heart of humility and service, we
will ultimately share in the the glory of the kingdom. If we truly wish to be the greatest, let us
be servants for a greater purpose – which is the greater glory of God. God bless!
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May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner Ernest L. Pena and former parishioner
Elia Cantu, whose funeral Masses were held here this past week. Please keep their families
in your prayers.

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Mr. & Mrs. Gustavo A. Barrera and son Santiago. Also, welcome Monica
Martinez and daughter Olivia, who recently registered at our parish. We are glad to have them
be an active part of our growing faith community.

Men’s Club News
The regular monthly meeting of the Men’s Club will be held this Tuesday, September 21st,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, starting with dinner at 6:00 p.m. For any men
of the Parish who are interested in this ministry and fellowship opportunity, please
feel free to join us!! Social distancing will be observed.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office fax: (361)992-0352

Schedule of Services

Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org
5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
parish website

www.spxcc.org
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Masses: First Saturday: 8:15AM
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and Thursdays 7:00-7:50PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: First Firday Healing Mass or by request.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
If you are an adult and would like to be baptized, or be confirmed, or receive
1st Holy Communion, the RCIA program is designed just for you.
Or perhaps you come from another denomination and are considering
becoming Catholic, the RCIA program is for you, too.
Or maybe you’re not married in the Church, but would like to be. The RCIA
program may be able to help you with this, as well. Please contact the parish
office at (361)993-4053 to sign up.

The Hidden King, The Jewish Roots of St. Joseph
If you already have a devotion to Joseph, or if you would
like to deepen your relationship with him, or if you just want to
understand what the Bible really teaches about the man who
was closest to Jesus, then this Bible Study is for you. What
better time than during the Year of St. Joseph! Dr. Pitre’s 3week series opens up the mysteries of
•
St. Joseph’s hidden identity,
•
his relationship with Mary, and
•
his role as the earthly foster-father of Jesus
by focusing on the Bible, ancient Jewish and Roman history, and the living
Tradition of the Church. Although Joseph is silent in pages of the New Testament,
when looked at through ancient Jewish eyes, he stands with Jesus and Mary at
the very center of salvation history. Classes began last week, but it’s not too late
to join us. Classes are Tuesday evenings, 7-9 pm on September 21 and 28; and
repeated on Thursday afternoons 2-4 pm on September 23 and 30. All classes
will meet in the Youth Building.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Monday, September 20th
7:00PM – Scouts - CA
Tuesday, September 21st
10:00AM – Angels – CC#2
3:30PM – School – PH
6:30PM – Men’s Club - PH
Wednesday, September 22nd
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
Thursday, September 23th
12:00-3:00PM – Bridge Club – CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Cubs – CC#1 & CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:00PM – Confessions - CH

Acts of Charity
MONTHLY OUTREACH PROGRAM
For SEPTEMBER, the Acts of Charity Monthly Outreach is asking for your help
supplying men and women at the Mother Teresa Shelter with t-shirts. Please
drop off t-shirts of any size in the black bin at the back of the church, or in the
parish office. Thank you for your generosity!

BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM

Follow Us On Facebook!

Keep up with all the latest on
our Facebook page. Go to our
link at facebook.com/stpiusxcc.

This is such a stressful time for family as they try to navigate the funeral
process. We would love to be able to offer them a stress-free reception/light
meal if they so desired. This is where we need your help! What the committee
is looking for is:
•
Volunteers to make salads/desserts and deliver to the parish hall.
•
Volunteers who could be available during the receptions to make sure
the food/drinks are out and ready for the family.
•
Volunteers who could help with legal/accounting/general questions that
can sometimes arise after a family member has passed.
Do you have a flexible schedule that would allow you to be free a morning/
afternoon once or twice a month? Can you bake (or buy) a dessert? Do you
have an understanding of legal issues that arise after death? Is the Holy Spirit
leading you to help this ministry? If so, please contact the parish office, or visit
the Acts of Charity tab under the parish website (St. Pius X Catholic Church: Acts
of Charity (stpiusxcc.org)).
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LIFE TEEN (9-12 grade)
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This week we will be starting our first series of the year, a 4-week series called Royals. The desire for power and influence
is something we have all experienced on some level, but in this series we’ll talk about the stories of a few kings from the Bible
that show us that power isn’t always easy to give up.
Sunday, September 19 - Royals Week 1: God can help make things right
Sunday, September 25 - Royals Week 2: Be humble

EDGE (6-8 grades)
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
This week we will be starting our first series of the year called A Great Marvel, a series talking about growing in virtue.
Wednesday, September 22 - A Great Marvel: Week 1
Wednesday, September 29 - A Great Marvel: Week 2

That Man Is You
That Man Is You program will start up on Saturday Sept. 11th, and is offered to all men of the parish at no cost. The program
honestly addresses the pressures and temptations that men face in our modern culture, especially those relating to their roles
as husbands and fathers. The program harmonizes current social and medical science with the teachings of the church and the
wisdom of the saints to develop the vision of a man fully alive! This 13 week program is entitled, “Thy Kingdom Come”. Jesus did
not say to the Jews, “I’ve come to save you from Roman oppression and taxation.” Christ did not promise a worldly kingdom. In
fact, He said, “In the world you will have tribulation...yet I have overcome the world...My kingdom is not of this world...My kingdom
is in your midst...My kingdom is within you!” The kingdom of God is among us. Indeed, it is here now. For where the King is, there
is His Kingdom. Let us live with an eternal perspective. May we become the men we need to rebuild the kingdom! Join us for food,
fellowship and faith! Check out the intro video from Paradisus Dei on YouTube, TMIY: Thy Kingdom Come. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=fbNcWE-km4c. Breakfast at 6:30am, program starts at 6:45am, small group breakout at 7:30 – 8:00am.

U. S. Flag Retirement Drop Off
This is a reminder to everyone that we have a drop-off box in the parish office for old and worn U.S. Flags that need to be
properly retired. As you may know, U.S. Flags should not be thrown in the trash but must be given a proper retirement ceremony.
Our scout troop has done many such ceremonies throughout the years. If you have any old and worn U.S. Flags that need to be
retired, please bring them by the office during regular office hours and our troop will give them a proper retirement.

Catechetical Sunday
This weekend is Catechetical Sunday. We have begun catechetical instructions for all our students. Please keep our catechists
and students in prayer as we begin this new year. One of the great tasks of evangelization is to hand on our faith to the younger
generations. Let us work together to assure that the work of evangelization continues so that the Word of God can be proclaimed
to all the peoples.

COVID-19 Precautions
As COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations have been significantly increased, we want to encourage all of our parishioners to
practice good safety precautions in order to not endanger others or oneself. We strongly encourage the wearing of masks at Mass,
even if not mandated. We also suggest physical distancing from other individuals/families in order to keep them and yourselves
safe. We urge you to check your temperature before coming to Mass, and if you are experiencing symptoms like cough, fever,
shortness of breath, headache, sore throat, chills, diarrhea, congestion, vomiting, loss of taste or smell, etc. please stay home
since these are strong signs of COVID infection. People often think they have allergies, but they test positive for COVID. We want
to protect you and others as an act of charity. In consultation with your doctor, we encourage you to also receive the COVID-19
vaccine if you are able.
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School News By Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving
and productive citizen in today’s world.

IMPORTANT DATES
10/1 Noon Dismissal

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
Blue Jay Families,
We had a wonderful turnout at our Grandparents Day parade!
It is apparent how loved and blessed our students are to have
such involved grandparents in their lives. They decorated their
cars, brought noisemakers, and were happy to honk their horns
as they drove through the line and waved at all the students.
Each grandparent was thanked with a donut and coffee as
they exited the parade. Grandparents have a lasting impact
on their grandchildren. I personally will be forever grateful to
my grandparents. They helped shape me into who I am today.
They taught me how to love, how to forgive, and gave me the
gift of Christ in so many different ways. Thank you to all the
Grandparents out there who are making a difference in so many
children’s lives. You are so important in shaping tomorrow’s
future.
I am so grateful we were spared the bad weather brought on
from storm Nicholas. I hope our students enjoyed the surprise
day off from school! I think we were all expecting more storms
than what we went through.
Raffle tickets for our 2nd annual Spooktacular are being
printed this week! They will go out to the public very soon. We
are hoping that this is a profitable fundraiser for our school this
year. We are still looking for silent auction items if you have a
business and would like to donate an item. Thank you for all
your continued support. Please call the school if you have any
questions at 992-1343.
Please follow us on Facebook @stpiusxschoolcc, Instagram
St.PiusXCSCCTX, and Twitter @StPiusXCSCCTX to stay up
to date on our most current events.

Religious Education News
Faith Formation (CCD) & RCIA
The Faith Formation (CCD) and RCIA classes
have started and meet on Wednesdays in the
Cafeteria from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation 1 and Confirmation 2 classes
have started and will meet at 4:00 p.m. on Sundays in the
Youth Center. Participants are encourage to stay for the Youth
Mass at 5:30 p.m. and go to Life Teen afterwards. Dinner will
be provided at Life Teen.

Special Presentation on the Eucharist
In preparation for the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress 2022,
the diocese will host a talk on the Eucharist with Discussion
on October 2, 2021 at Corpus Christi Cathedral from 10:00
am to 1:00 pm. You are invited to join Most Rev. Wm. Michael
Mulvey, Bishop of Corpus Christi for this talk. If you wish to
participate, please RSVP by September 20, 2021 by calling
361-693-6603 or by email: ec22@diocesecc.org

Enjoy a Free Subscription to FORMED
FORMED is the revolutionary digital platform that gives your
unprecedented access to video-based study programs, feature
films, audio presentations, and eBooks from the Church’s
foremost presenters. Whether fallen away or deeply engaged,
at the parish or on the go, FORMED amazing content 24/7
for you to grow in your faith. The parish has purchased this
as a free gift to you. Click on “Register Now” below and
follow the instructions to register. You’re ready to access
the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! If you are
already registered with them, just click on “SIGN IN” in the top
right-hand corner.

Take Action Now!
There’s another huge battle shaping up in Congress over taxpayer funding of abortion. The U.S. Bishops are calling for your help.
As Catholics and Christians, we are fighting to preserve the Hyde Amendment in government spending. The Hyde Amendment
protects Americans from being forced to pay for abortion with our tax dollars.
But the House and Senate are moving forward on a “human infrastructure” bill. The bill is likely to include things that many
Catholics support, including expanded health care coverage. But there is serious concern that such health care proposals will
fund elective abortion.
Congress is using a rare process known as “budget reconciliation”, which would allow this “human infrastructure” bill to become
law with a simple majority vote (most legislation requires 60 votes in the Senate to move forward).
That is why we need your voice NOW to tell Congress that Americans do NOT want their tax dollars to pay for abortions in ANY
bill, much less a bill promoted as a “human infrastructure” bill. Let your Representatives and Senators know by visiting: https://
www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/88118/Respond.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 18th
5:30PM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by John & Debra Janosek
Sunday, September 19th
8:00AM † Doak Russell by D. Havel
10:00AM † Vincent S. Morin Annv. by Mary Morin
12:00PM † Gabriel Hinojosa by Mother & family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, September 20th
8:15AM † Amalia Madali by Naida M. Hrdlicka
Tuesday, September 21st
8:15AM † Connie Vrazel Soule by Anna Vrazel
Wednesday, September 22nd
8:15AM † Lawrence L. Vrazel Annv. by Anna Vrazel
† Charlotte Groner by Thomas Groner
† Sam Ferris by Vicki Mitchell, Camille & Linda Habeeb
Powell families’ intentions
† James E. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
Julian Galloway’s health by his family		
5:30PM † Gloria Alvarez by Darren & Tiffany Molina
† Maximina Rivera by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Claude T. Allen, Jr. by Joyce Zarsdy
† Gilbert Quintanilla by his family
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly, 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Terry Garza by family
Thursday, September 23rd
8:15AM † Lester Cunningham by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Friday, September 24th
8:15 AM † Patricia Janosek Annv. by the Janosek family
5:30PM † Norman Paris by Norma Pye
Saturday, September 25th
5:30PM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
Sunday, September 26th
8:00AM † Gertie Seward Annv. by the Janosek family
10:00AM † Deacon George Phillips by Estela, Theresa, Jane & Georgeanne
12:00PM † Ethel Dulak by Angela & Randy Wendel
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 09/12/2021
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $11,696.88
Sunday Online...................... $5,503.76
Other Income........................... $297.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $17,497.64
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $250.00
Donations to Quilt Ministry...... $130.00
Haiti Collection........................ $125.00
Disaster Relief........................... $50.00
Catholic University................... $373.00
Total Other Contributions......... $928.00
Total Contributions.............. $18,425.64
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd (8/31/21)....... $290,580.61
Ending balance................. $ 98,888.44

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Connie Alvarado, Luis Alvarado, Theresa Alvarado, Kirk
Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Missy O’Rourke
Atkinson, Tamra Bacon, Allan Balderas, Elida Benavides,
Georgie Benton, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman,
John Buckner, Jimmy Buehrig, Nicole Cuellar, Michael Campos,
Lisa Caperton, Carlos Cardenas, Eddie Castro, Sylvia Chatelain,
Dora Church, Carole Cotter, Christina Dalrymple, Harly Day,
Sandy DeGregorio, Pud’n Dellinger, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Debbie Fuqua, Julian Galloway,
Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Beatriz Gonzalez, Juan Gonzalez,
Jared Groner, Felix Guerra, Jr., Pauline Guinn. Linda Habeeb,
Monte Hall, Janice Harney, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann,
Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi,
Elizabeth Johnson, Lorena Kolansiki, Frank Kolda, Dennis
Kramer, James Lawrence, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Medad
Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Mary Mandujano, Christopher
& Linda Manka, Gilbert Martinez, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore,
Fred Mitchell, Billy Monti, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Sam Morris,
Sterling Murphy, Sandra Nicolas, Trent O’Connell, Doug Odle,
John & Jerilynn Okoniewski, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog,
Ozzie & Mary Osborne, Linda Park, Valerie Pompa, Derrel &
Dolores Puckett, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Patricia
Riek, Alexis M. Rodriguez, Joseph Rollins, JoAnn Rosales, John
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Hedy Rosenast, Lorena
Roy, David Russell, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Sandra
Salinas, Robert Sanchez, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders,
Brandee Saylor, Steve Schuster, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Charles
Skrobarczyk, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise SosaVillagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Gloria Swantner, Sharon Terry,
Judy West, Wally Whitworth, Jr., Cynthia Williams, Helen
Witzsche, Joe Zepeda and all those who asked for and need
our prayers.

