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A Parochial Vicar’s Reflection…
The Act of contrition has many forms. However, one of the more popular forms is this:
“My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to
do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with
your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior
Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.”
As far back as Genesis, sin and sinfulness has been a part of our world. Overcoming it is
an act of God. And this act of God is precisely what we need to avoid sin: His Grace. Let’s
begin by studying the Act of Contrition a little more closely.
There is a part of healing that is often missed, and sometimes avoided because, as His
sons and daughters, we figure, “If I don’t talk about it, it doesn’t exist.” This avoided topic
is the first step in confessing and finding real freedom to be a child of God. Jesus’ words
call us to abandon our pride and surrender ourselves to the Father when he says, “The one
who holds on to his life will lose it, but the one who loses his life for my sake and that of the
Gospel will save it.” C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape letters adequately explains what happens
when we acknowledge our guilt and seek His healing. In one of the conversation, he states,
“When He [God] talks of their losing their selves, He means only abandoning the clamour
of self-will; once they have done that, He really gives them back all their personality, and
boasts (I am afraid, sincerely) that when they are wholly His, they will be more themselves
than ever.”
That conscious decision to admit, whole heartedly and openly, our fault heals our ruptured
connection with God. God the Father loves us. There is not one act that is so shameful or
hurtful that would ever cause Him to stop loving us. We have to come to him because, in His
love and mercy, he forgives us and heals all our wounds. He anticipates our return. Knowing
that our Father cares for us that much calls us to meet Him with, at least, the courage to tell
Him we are sorry. All of this acknowledgement takes a great deal of faith and courage to
trust the Father, but I think a sincere and daily asking for the grace of a holy life cause that
faith to grow and flourish.
Jesus’ words this Sunday call us to foster and cultivate faith in each other. What happens
when we do not encourage and nurture that spirit of God in each other? Jesus tells us clearly,
“ Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.” They
seem to be very harsh words, but the punishment is probably not near as grave as causing
someone to lose faith. To speak ill of someone which would cause someone to lose faith in
another is divisive; it puts a wedge between each of us and separates our connection with
the spirit in us. Avoiding the opportunity takes a great deal of Grace. Thankfully, His grace
is a free gift for us to call upon.

parish website

www.spxcc.org

Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

The last section of the Act of Contrition requires us to ask for the grace
needed to avoid the temptation for ourselves and for another. “To avoid
whatever leads me to sin,” probably does not have a deep enough meaning
as it intends to. It means, “I will try not to put myself in the situation that
would cause me or another person to sin,” and by sin, I mean injury or harm.
Whatever is harmful, whatever injures another hurts the body and the soul.
By avoiding things that we know are harmful keeps us from inflicting injury on
us. The same with sin. Avoiding those things we know are sinful, or stopping
from cultivating begins to heal wounds and divisions caused by our pride.
Contrition, acknowledgement and a firm resolution to avoid sin starts with
God’s grace to live the life He intended for us.

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Patrick J. McCullough and son Colton, Benjamin and
Gail Williamson and sons Caleb & Connor, Jesse and Marie Ramirez and
daughter Marisa and David Scherzer & Melissa Gibbons.

† May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Marilyn Minchen, sister of
parishioner Mick Boudreau, who passed away in Houston last week, and
for the soul of Maria Amparo Guerrero, sister of parishioner Alicia Alvarado.
Please keep these familes in your prayers.

POPCORN! POPCORN! POPCORN!
St. Pius Boy Scout Troop 157 will be selling all varieties of Boy Scout
Popcorn after all Masses on Sunday, September 27 th.
Move theater butter, low fat butter, kettle corn, buttery
roasted corn and caramel with almond and pecans will
be readily available to take home. Many other varieties
like three cheese and cinnamon crunch are available for
special orders. If popcorn is not for you, then send a popcorn tin to a U.S.
soldier overseas. Boy Scouts of America will ship your special order directly
to our men and women serving in the U.S. military overseas. Thank you in
advance for your continued support St. Pius Troop 1587.

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at Mass
this coming Friday, October 2nd, at 5:30 p.m. All who are infirm, preparing
for surgery, or advanced in years are particularly encouraged to join us for
the Sacrament of Healing.

Blessing of the Animals
Calling all pets and their owners! Commemorating the Feast of St. Francis
of Assisi, the blessing of the animals is scheduled for next Sunday, Oct. 4th
at 4 p.m. in the grassy area in front of the Parish Hall.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, September 27th
AM-3:00PM - Women’s “The Way” – PH
8:30-2:00PM – Men’s “The Way” cooking - PHK
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
10:00AM – Scouts attending Mass – CH & CAF
Monday, September 28th
8:00AM-3:00PM – School – CC#1&2
3:30PM – School Ballet - PH
5:30PM – Confirmation Class – YC & CC#1
6:30PM – K. of C. members’ meeting - PH
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
7:00PM – Scouts – CAF
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1
Tuesday, September 29th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Ed. – CC#2
6:30PM – CMSC Core Class – CC#1
Wednesday, September 30th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
8:00AM-3:00PM – School – CC#1&2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – C#1 office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
5:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2, CAF
Thursday, October 1st
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
6:00-7:00PM – Tiger Scouts – PH
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Study – CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, October 2nd
First Friday Communion Calls
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – YC
1:00-4:00PM – Faculty Meeting – CC#1
Saturday, October 3rd
6:00-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
Sunday, October 4th
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:00PM – J. T. D. – CAF
8:00AM-3:00PM – Men’s Way cooking – PH&K
1:30PM – Baptism Class – CC#1
4:00PM – Blessing of the animals

Food Handler Permits Are In!
For those of you that attended the food handler class on Tuesday,
September 15th, the permits are in and can be picked up at the parish office
during office hours.
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Altar Servers
Life Teen
Sunday, September 27 - The Fallen Ones: Satan & Demons
Sunday, October 4 - Armor & Angels: Sacraments, Angels, & St. Michael

Edge
This semester our Edge program will be having a series on Scripture.
Wednesday, September 30 - Our Hope & Our Promises: Abraham
Wednesday, October 7 - A Most Beloved Son: Joseph

Fall Life Teen Retreat
The date of our 2015 Fall Life Teen High School retreat has been set.
The retreat will be December 4-6. More information to come soon.

Edge Volunteers
The Youth Ministry program is in need of energetic, outgoing, and
faithful adults to serve and guide our middle school youth every
Wednesday as Core Team members. Core members are the adults that
are there every week talking, teaching, growing, and having fun with the
youth and are examples of the faith. If you are interested in joining our
Core team or possibly volunteering in some other way, call the office of
youth ministry for more information. 361-452-4513

October 3 & 4
Sat. 5:30 p.m.
Ryan Park
Brian Riojas
Olivia Salazar
Sean Campos
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Javier Camacho, Jr.
MC Nicholas Lee
J.P. Lee
Sophie Campbell
Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Andrew Montez
Brooke Montez
Brian Kostoch
Allison Kostoch

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Charlie Uecker
Sarah Calaway
Matthew Morales
Ryan Morales
Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Josh Ramirez
MC Mathew Lutz
Kyle Wendel
Timothy Nye
Sarah Ramirez

  

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

School Halloween Carnival Raffle Tickets
RAFFLE TICKETS - Each parishioner should have received Carnival Raffle Rickets in the mail. The St. Pius X Catholic School
Halloween Carnival is October 23rd so please return tickets and money by Wednesday, October 21st. Money
and ticket stubs can either be turned in to the school office or the parish office or you can mail them back
to the school via the return envelope provided with the mail out. Tickets are only $2 – BUY TEN GET ONE
FREE! If you need more tickets, please go by the school office. Thank you for supporting our wonderful Catholic School!

Italy Pilgrimage for the Year of Mercy
Celebrate the Year of Mercy by joining Fr. Paul on a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to Italy from April 3 -14, 2016. The destinations
will include visits to: Naples, Isle of Capri, Pompeii, Montecassino (Tomb of St. Benedict), San Giovanni Rotondo (Shrine of Padre
Pio), Lanciano (Eucharistic Miracle), Assisi, Orvieto, and Rome. The cost is $3,790.00 all inclusive. For more information, contact
Fr. Paul at the parish office. Brochures are also available at the parish office.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with God? We
would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come spend some time
in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful
after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!
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School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
We are in our last week of the 1st Quarter. It
is hard to believe we are starting our 9th week
of school. Where has the time gone? Volleyball
season continued with games on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. If you want to see some exciting volleyball, come out
and watch our students play. Check our school website for dates
and times of our volleyball games.
Last Friday, nine students had lunch with me (Mr. “K”, Principal)
as a reward for being caught displaying the September Gospel
Value of the Month, “Faith”. Jason’s Deli catered the lunch. We
thank Bob and Sue Becquet for sponsoring our Gospel Value of
the Month program and allowing our students to eat free. We also
completed our annual health screenings in which all our students
were screened for vision, hearing, Acanthosis and body index.
4th, 5th, and 6th graders were also given a spinal screening.
Our Student Council will meet for the first time on Monday.
Many ideas will be discussed at their first meeting, such as service
projects and how to help the school. This is a very active and
dedicated group and does so much for our school.
On Tuesday, the K3 and K4 children will dress as their favorite
fairy tale character and participate in a Fairy Tale Parade around
the school. This is a culminating activity to their unit on fairy tales.
It’s always fun to see their different costumes.
On Friday, our 1st annual Race for Education will take place
around the church and school grounds beginning at 10:00 a.m.
This event has been designed to raise funds for our school
playground resurfacing and other essential educational needs.
After the race, we will have a school-wide picnic and then dismiss
at noon.
Our Halloween Carnival is approximately one month away
(October 23rd). Last week, you should have received a letter
in the mail from the school containing a set of 11 raffle tickets
(buy 10 and get one free). We are hoping that our parishioners
will either purchase them for themselves or sell them to friends
and family. There are many nice items in the raffle this year. We
always have at least one or two winners from the parish. We ask
that you return the ticket stubs and the money to the school office,
rectory or mailed in the return envelope provided by October 21st.
The carnival will feature fun, food, games, live entertainment and
a silent auction. It is a nice safe way to celebrate Halloween.
We hope that you will plan to attend and bring your children,
grandchildren, friends and neighbors. There is something for
everyone, young and old.
This will be our last week of school before Fall Break. Students
will get an additional half-day off on Friday, while the faculty and
staff participate in a Faculty Meeting. After this week, everybody
will be ready for a break!
Continue to pray for the success of Catholic schools. God Bless!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CCD is NOW in SESSION!

It is great to see so many of our children
back after the summer. We welcome all those
who are new to the program! It is delightful and heartwarming
to see the children with their parents walking to their classes
with smiles on their faces. Thank you parents for bringing your
children so that they can continue to further their formation in
knowledge and love for God.
Out of the ten classes we have, seven had perfect attendance.
Congratulations to the class and their Catechist! Sacrament
Prep 1a & 1b, Sacramental Prep 2b, Third Grade, Fifth Grade,
Kinder and Confirmation Ib. Keep up the good work!
PARENTS REMEMBER—You too can attend a session
each Wednesday. The group that meets discusses the Bible
or Sacred Scripture.

First Wednesday Another Opportunity

First Wednesdays of the Month,
from 6:30 to 7:30 PM in the
Parish Hall:

Parents of children preparing for First Holy
Communion meet with Sr. Annette for their own spiritual growth.
This year the theme is “Sharing Wisdom for Parenting” and
will concentrate on essential elements in parenting children in
today’s society. We begin Wednesday, October 7.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity committee continues to
collect pull-tabs to turn into the Ronald McDonald
House so that they can redeem and use the monies for their
needs. So many of us just throw these away, so we are asking
you to save the pull tabs off of your soda, beer and all other cans
with pull-tabs. You can drop them in the designated box in the
back of the church, or drop by the parish office, and we will take
to the Ronald McDonald House. Thanks for your support!

Want to Promote Your Business?
Hundreds of people view our bulletin every week. It is a
perfect opportunity to try and reach new customers. If you are
interested in placing an ad in our parish bulletin, please call Lisa
at the parish office Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The
cost is $25.00 per Sunday bulletin.
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Financial Report for Sunday 9/20/2015

Mass Intentions
Saturday, September 26th
5:30PM † Gertie Seward’s Annv. by Patricia Janosek
Sunday, September 27th
8:00AM † Amy Shirley’s Annv. by Patricia Janosek
10:00AM † Bruce A. Balli by family
† Dorothy Krause by Willie Mae Shirley
12:00PM † Julio Reyes by Delfina McHugh
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, September 28th
8:15AM † Connie Vrazel Soulé by Anna Vrazel
Tuesday, September 29th
8:15AM † Theresa Kinney by Gregory & Pam Strakos		
Wednesday, September 30th
8:15AM † John Boyd by Mary & Earl Saylor
5:30PM † Norman Garland’s Annv. by Penny Pacheco
† Betty Snell by Pat Horne family
† Cech, Trefflich & Groner families
Scott McMurrey’s healing by Gwen Poor
Thursday, October 1st
8:15AM † Larry Ganley by Elaine
Friday, October 2nd
8:15AM † Stanley Duplessis by Catherine Mokry
† Sharron Odle by Goldie Acuña
† John Boyd by Mary & Earl Saylor
5:30 PM † Grace Gonzalez & Irma Nichols by Eligio & Martha Saenz
† Dorothy Krause by Willie Mae Shirley
		
† Theresa Kinney by Gregory & Pam Strakos
† Betty Snell by Pat Horne family
Jered Groner’s Health by family
† Vernon Smith by Goldie Acuña
† Jeanne Cooper by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Saturday, October 3rd
8:15AM † Betty Allen by M/M M.H. Allen III
5:30PM † Joe Alaniz by Norma Alaniz
Sunday, October 4th
8:00AM † Richard Rodriguez by Bonifacio Rodriguez
† Pat DeGregorio by Ronny & Peggy Fritz
10:00AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
† Dorothy Krause by Ronny & Peggy Fritz
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Rick Mulinix by Mili Mulinix
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $18,065.24
Sunday Online...................... $6,020.00
Other Income.......................... $172.00
Memorials.................................. $75.00
Total Operating Revenue... $24,332.24
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,400.45
Disaster Relief......................... $650.00
Catholic University.................... $24.00
World Mission.............................. $5.00
Total Other Contributions..... $3,079.45
Total Contributions............. $27,411.69

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Luisa Arevalo,
Doug Atkins, Arie Baltutis, Ann Bednorz, Kanon Brown, John
Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Sondra Cazalas,
Sabrina Cisneros, Shirley Currie, Patrick Delgado, Mark
DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda
DeLaGarza, Minga DeLosSantos,
Didra DeLosSantos, Samantha
Didear Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Liz
Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Alicia
Garcia, Antonio Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Sally
Gilbreath, Elida Gonzalez, Charlotte
& Tommy Groner, Jared Groner,
Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman,
Bill Hennings, Chris Holland, Graham
Hughes, Ben Janosek, Elizabeth
Johnson, Nathan Kelley, Betty
Kollaja, John Kovaric, Dora Lambert,
Elva Laurel, Arlene Leep, Bill Lyman,
Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey,
Virginia Medrano, Vicki Mitchell,
Melynda Moore, John Morgan, Patricia
Paris, Mary Lou Penne, Robert M.
Pope, Dolores Puckett, Jesusa Ramirez, Raymond Richter,
Patricia Riek, John Lee Robertson, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio,
David Russell, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Toni
Sharif, Josephine Sheldon, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae
Shirley, Helen Shropshire, Jerome Sirus, Judy Slaughter,
Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Eian Stamp, Mary Ann Starkey,
Mamie Stoner, Kathy Sweeney, Diane Thompson, Norbert
& Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Idolina
Vela, Luz Villarreal, Liz Vrana, Melba Walet, Lillian Anderson
Williams, Ben & Gloria Wood, Paul & Carole Zanetti, Sarah
Zuniga and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

