Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

June 30, 2013

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Friends,

I would like to begin this week’s letter by saying a word of thanks to all of you for the warm wishes,
cards, gifts, and expressions of love that I received as I turned the “big 5-0” this past week. I say this
from the bottom of my heart. Your gracious words and acts of love have made this transition into the
second half-century of my life a not-so-bad thing. I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of love from all
of you and touched by everyone who attended the birthday party last weekend. I would like to especially
thank those who conspired, planned, and helped prepare such a fabulous party. I very much enjoyed
the fellowship that evening and consider it to be one of the great highlights of my life. I can’t tell you
how much I love all of you.
In my younger years, I used to think about all the societal and technological changes my grandparents
had seen during their lifetimes. This was especially true with regard to my maternal grandmother, who
lived until she was nearly 99 years old. I often wondered what her eyes had seen and what she thought
about those dramatic changes. Now that I am 50, I marvel at the rapid advances our world has made in
just the short time that I have been alive. Along with those advances have come a tremendous upheaval
in social mores and modes of interaction.
The struggles we face now seem to be rather different from those when I first became a priest. Back
then, it wouldn’t have even seemed possible to imagine that the religious freedom we all took for granted
just a few years ago, would be challenged in the way it is challenged today. I never imagined the extent
to which I was going to face such serious struggles as a priest. Certainly, the current environment will
make it more challenging to be a Christian. Holding fast to our beliefs will frequently put us at odds with
a society that more and more makes a compromise with worldly standards.
The recent rulings by the Supreme Court open the door to some very big problems. Increasingly,
the Church, and Christians in general, will find themselves isolated by a world where the truth
about marriage as being
a union between a man
and a woman is no longer
accepted. Additionally, the
HHS mandate will force
Catholic affiliated entities
to cover sterilization and
abortion inducing drugs
and devices, as well as
contraception. This violates
the freedom of conscience
of Catholics and other
Christians who embrace the
teaching of the Church. A
number of other very real
threats to the free practice
of religion are coming in the
areas of immigration and
humanitarian services.
The bishops of the
United States have called
for a Fortnight for Freedom,
a period of prayer that the
religious freedoms we have
enjoyed will be preserved.
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We also should pray for an end to the
increasing threats to the free practice
of our faith.
Discipleship is not always easy, as
we are discovering. In this weekend’s
Gospel reading, Jesus illustrates that
true discipleship requires much of the
disciple. We cannot really be a disciple
and straddle the fence or stand on the
sideline. There is a cost involved in
choosing to follow Jesus. At first,
being a follower of Jesus seems easy
because we are filled with enthusiasm
and motivated by the Spirit. However,
the more we embrace the life of
discipleship, the more we will realize
the demands of discipleship. Jesus
said, “No one who sets a hand to the
plow and looks to what was left behind
is fit for the kingdom of God.” In other
words, we should not dwell on what we
are letting go of in order to follow Christ.
We need to keep our focus on what
is right in front of us. Likewise, there
may be occasions where, in following
Christ, we will find ourselves in an
uncomfortable situation.
Court decisions and a changing
society may seem disappointing to
us, but we should not be discouraged.
Even the early Christians lived in a
world that was hostile to their beliefs.
Instead, we should always live with
Christian joy, and make a difference

within our families and communities,
and always pray that God will change
our world.
God bless,

Parish Office Closed July 4th
The parish office will be closed
Thursday, July 4th, in observance
of Independence Day. The office will
reopen on Friday, July 5th, at 9:00a.m.

Mass Change
Thursday, July 4th, morning Mass
will be moved from 8:15a.m. to 9:30a.m.

4th of July
Please come and celebrate the end
of the Fortnight for Freedom as well as
give thanks on Independence Day. We
will be celebrating Mass at 9:30a.m. in
the Church. Join us as we thank God
for the blessings we have as American
citizens and for the continual protection
of Religious Liberty.

Fr. Paul Going on Vacation
Fr. Paul will be going out of the
country on vacation July 6th - 26th.
Please keep him in your prayers!

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 5:30PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty
O God our Creator,
from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true
God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and heart
to readily defend our freedoms when they are
threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard
on behalf of the rights of your Church
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,
so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome—
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,
and all who come after us—
this great land will always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Blood Drive Today at St. Pius!
A Blood Drive is scheduled for today, Sunday, June 30th,
from 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. Give the gift of life! Donate
blood!

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of
the Sick at Mass this Friday, July 5th, at 5:30p.m. All who
are infirm, preparing for surgery, or advanced in years are
particularly encouraged to join us for the Sacrament of
Healing.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, June 30
9:00AM – 2:00PM – BLOOD DRIVE

Monday, July 1
Tuesday, July 2

6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM- Journey – CC#2
6:00PM – Men’s Journey – CC#1

Wednesday, July 3

7-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:30PM – Alhambra - R

Thursday, July 4

OFFICE CLOSED
7:00PM – Adoration – CH

Friday, July 5
Saturday, July 6

12:00PM – Wedding – CH
2:30PM – Baptism - CH

Sunday, July 7

1:30PM - Baptism class – CC#1

Invisible Monastery
We NEED your help to build a culture of vocations! Our
diocese and Church is in great need of Priests and Religious.
Please join our diocese’s Invisible Monastery to pray for an
increase in vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. You
can pledge to pray for vocations either daily or weekly through
Mass, the Rosary, or a Holy Hour. Just go to www.ccpriest.org.
Please help achieve our hope to have someone, somewhere in
the Diocese of Corpus Christi praying for vocations twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do
you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with
God? We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the
church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come
spend some time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before
the Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated
and more peaceful after passing time in the presence of Our
Savior!

First Saturday
Our Lady says: “Pray the Rosary every day! The Rosary
can stop wars, the Rosary can bring world peace, the
Rosary can convert hearts.” On the first Saturday of
each month a Rosary will be said at 8:00am before the
8:15 Mass. Our Blessed Mother asked us to make 5 first
Saturdays for peace and the reparation of sins.
BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Altar Servers
Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
Tuesday, July 9th – SPX at the Movies @ Century 16 to
watch “Monster’s University” (Time TBD)
Coming in July
Beach Party – Summer Lock-In – Volleyball – Putt-Putt
Golf – Movie Nights
Check out www.stpiusxcc.org for more information on
summer events!
Theology of the Body
Theology of the Body will continue Tuesday, July 2nd
from 6:00pm-7:00 pm for High School. Unfortunately, we
will not be able to continue the Middle School Theology of
the Body program.
All high school youth and parents are invited to attend!!
EDGE & LIFE TEEN Information
EDGE & LIFE TEEN are officially over for the summer.
**Please look online at www.stpiusxcc.org for more
information on upcoming events.
EDGE will resume Wednesday, August 21st from 6:30pm8:00 pm!
LIFE TEEN will resume Sunday, August 18th from 6:45pm8:30 pm!!

VBS
Fourteen days and counting!
If you have NOT registered
your children for Vacation Bible
School—hurry up and do so!
Registration will close on July 8th.

Volunteers Needed!
If you are volunteering for VBS, please go to the St. Pius
X website and click on VBS. Go to volunteers and register.
Please don’t forget to fill out your t-shirt size. The order needs
to be placed SOON! We still need about 15 group leaders.

Service Hours
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Confirmation I & II students for next year need service hours
and this is a perfect opportunity! We could use your help
Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, for the next two weeks in
the Youth Center preparing props for VBS. We need you NOW!
Bring your own lunch.

Healing Mass
Fri. July 5 – 5:30 p.m.
Christian Toren
Benjamin Toren
Joseph Toren
July 6 & 7
Sat. 5:30 p.m.
Matthew Oliveira
Jacob Rivera
Ryan Park
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Andrew Shull
MC Toby Shull
MC Tori Shull
Christian Ramos

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Sara Rucker
Ranger Quintero
Charlie Uecker
Sarah Calaway
Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Ethan Pompa
Luke Bean
Adam Villarreal
Benny Myers

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Evan Rodriguez
Michael Speed
Brian Kostoch
Ellie Ostrom

LECTORS				
14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JUL
6
SAT 5:30 P.M.
Peter Anzaldua
JUL
6
SAT 5:30 P.M.
David Brown
JUL
7
SUN 8:00 A.M.
Norman Acker
JUL
7
SUN 8:00 A.M.
Teresa Camacho
JUL
7
SUN 10:00 A.M.
Richard Arizmendi
JUL
7
SUN 10:00 A.M.
Theresa Arizmendi
JUL
7
SUN 12:00 NOON Art Aubin
JUL
7
SUN 12:00 NOON Tambra Milot
JUL
7
SUN 5:30 P.M.
Inez Matthijetz
JUL
7
SUN 5:30 P.M.
Frank Pompa

Interested in finding out more
about being a Catholic?
St. Pius X faith community invites you to
an inquiry session the first Sunday of each
month. The next session will be Sunday,
July 7th. Meet members of the parish RCIA team and find
out about the process. We meet from 9:00am - 9:45am
in CC#2. For more information, contact Lisa in the parish
office at 993-4053.

Statement of Bishop Mulvey Regarding Actions
by the U.S. Supreme Court Affecting Marriage
I join with Cardinal Timothy Dolan, President of the U.S.
Catholic Conference of Bishops in calling this morning’s
Supreme Court decisions on marriage as, “A Tragic day for
Marriage and our Nation.”
The family - based on marriage between a man and a woman
- is the first and fundamental unit of society and is a sanctuary
for the creation and nurturing of children. It should not be
redefined or undermined. Respect for the family should be
reflected in every policy and program.
Marriage is the foundation of a just society, as it protects
children, the most vulnerable among us. It is the only institution
that unites children with their mothers and fathers together.
The Church continues to oppose legislation that functions to
incrementally erode marriage’s true meaning and purpose,
including attempts to expand spousal benefits (that rightfully
belong to married couples, i.e., husbands and wives) to persons
of the same sex or other unmarried persons.

A Sacred Moment : How to Talk to a Man
about the Priesthood
There’s a young man you’ve noticed around the parish. He’s
fairly devout, seems friendly, and has an obvious love for the
Faith. “Perhaps he could be a priest someday,” you think to
yourself. But what should you do? Do you:
Leave an anonymous note in the sacristy just before the Mass
he usually serves.
Choose a quiet moment to say, “John, I’ve noticed your
strong character and love for God. I think you should consider
the seminary.”
Give a pamphlet to his Youth Minister, in the chance she may
give it to him.
After Mass, in front of all his friends, you point and wink at him,
saying loudly, “Hey Johnny! You’d look good in black!”
Mentioning the possibility of priesthood to a young man makes
a difference. Surveys show that the majority of priests first
considered a priestly vocation because the idea was planted
by a priest, a friend, or a family member. But there’s a right way
and a wrong way to go about planting seeds.
Items A and C above are well-meaning, but too anonymous.
The first instance—leaving a note—is so surreptitious as to
make the possibility of priesthood seem hush-hush, almost not
appropriate for normal conversation. It’s healthier to be upfront
about the fact that God calls everyone to a certain vocation, and
that priesthood is among the options. Item C—giving a pamphlet
through third party—is a bit better, but not the ideal.
As with so many things in life, the personal approach is best.
And thus the biggest consideration is your relationship to the
young man. If you’re his pastor or his father, you are in a position
of credibility, so your words can be very powerful. But even if
you’re relatively unknown to him—a person who just goes to the
same Mass, say, or the parent of one his friends—you can still make
an impact. Let’s consider a couple of different scenarios.

If you’re very close to the young man, look for a special moment.
It doesn’t have to be a dramatic, drawn-out conversation, but it
should have an appropriate level of seriousness. Here is how
Fr. Tom Richter describes just such a scene in Lend Your Own
Voice to Christ:
The father looks John in the eye and, with a voice filled with
heartfelt care, says these simple words, “Son, the qualities I
admire in priests, I see in you. And I want you to know that I
would be honored if God would choose one of my sons to be
a priest.” He said nothing more than that; he did not need to.
His father’s words claimed the attention of John’s heart and
confirmed the thoughts in his mind.
It is a sacred moment, heart speaking to heart, in the presence
of the Holy Spirit. Yes, item B above is the best approach.
But let’s say that you don’t know the young man very well.
It’s after Mass, you’ve got your bulletin in hand, walking toward
the parking lot, and he happens to cross paths with you on the
sidewalk. There are not many others around. “Hi there,” you
say. “I’m Margaret. I’ve noticed that you and I go to this Mass
frequently. I hope you don’t think this is too forward, but I just
wanted to let you know that you seem like a very faithful young
man, and I bet you’d make a great priest if God called you.”
Could a scenario like this one be a bit awkward? Yes, but much
less so if you’re friendly and kind, and don’t push the issue. It’s
more like a compliment than anything else. The man may even
blush for a moment, but this much is certain: he’ll never forget it.
And later on, the thought may take root and begin to grow.
Needless to say, “Hey Johnny—you’d look good in black” is
not the right way to plant seeds. It makes light of an important
issue, and isn’t appropriate given the situation. Instead, look for
the sacred moment. At the right time, God can work powerfully
through you, even in an ordinary scene like walking down the
sidewalk.
Copies of Lend Your Own Voice to Christ, a booklet written
specifically for priests, but also useful for lay people in vocations
promotion, are available in the Vocations Office. Contact me if
you would like one!
Thank you for your assistance in promoting vocations in our
diocese! Our Lord has provided plenty of work in His vineyard!
Feel free to contact me to talk about ways you can help
encourage vocations. God bless you!
Fr. Joseph Lopez
Director of Vocations
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Mass Intentions
Sat. 6/29
Sun. 6/30

5:30PM † John G. Scecina, Sr. by Frank & Martha Kolda
8:00AM

For the Parishioners

10:00AM † Frances O. Guerrero Annv. by Ramirez, Leal & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Connie Moreno by Joe & Elida Guzman
		 † Anna T. Cuccia Nicolas by the Toledo family		
5:30PM † Bob Conwell Anniversary by Martha Conwell
7:30PM † Fr. Nguyen Van Liep by family
Mon. 7/1

8:15AM † Dorothy Janosek by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings

Tue. 7/2

8:15AM † Barbara Birt Anniversary by Don Birt

Wed. 7/3

8:15AM

† Rufino Garcia Anniversary by Alicia Garcia

		 † Richard Rodriguez by Bonifacio & Ampie Rodriguez
		 † Richard Mathews & family by Dorothy Mathews
		 † Mary Brandesky by Sykora family
		

Special Intention by friends

5:30PM † Filiberto Martinez by Carolyn Canchola
		 † John the Baptist Nguyen by family
		 † Juan M. Ramirez by Linda Ramirez & family
		 † Edwin Imhoff by Pat Booth
		 † Edmond J. Ford Jr. by Roseanne Ford
		 † Sandra Sykora by Philip & Mary Pat Hall
		 † Thomas & Mary Fitzgerald by the Fitzgerald Girls
		

Fr. Bill MarquisAnnv. of Ordination Ints. by parishioners of St. Helena

Thu. 7/4

9:30AM † Alberto Hinojosa Annv. by Ramirez, Leal & Hinojosa families

Fri. 7/5

8:15AM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen

		 † Bennie Garcia by Garcia family
		 † Henrietta Newberry by Philip & Mary Pat Hall
		 † Tanya Soroka by Harold & Anne Lee
		

Special Intention by family

5:30PM † Nick Toledo by Byron & Cassie Wheeler
		 † Michael Szepessy, Sr. by the Walch family
		 † Grace Gonzalez & Irma S. Nichols by Eligio & Martha Saenz

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Mag, Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel
Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Janelle Ballard, Bruce Balli,
Madison Beckwith, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, Sgt. 1st
Class William Boone, Robert Bordenet, Lucy Boyd, Bill
Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Ashley
Carroll, Sherry Coveyou, Jason Cox, Shirley Curry,
Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio,
Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Rhonda
Dungan, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar, Bobby Floyd, Jay
Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Jr., Terry
Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Vickie Grainger,
Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner,
Terry Groner, Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose
Marie Hand, James Hartman, Corina Herndon, Chris
Holland, Graham Hughes, Elizabeth Johnson, Mary Kelly,
Dorothy Krause, Harold Lee, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis,
Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano,
Robert Miller, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Dan
Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, Robert
M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber
Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Mary Pat
Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran,
Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Sara Trevino, Mary Vall,
Idolina Vela, Josie Velasco, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet,
Bea Wilson, Sandra Woolery, Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga
and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

Financial Report for week ending 6/16/2013
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $19,278.54
Other Income....................... $2,547.79
Total Operating Revenue... $21,826.33

		 † Jimmy Bray by Liz Sefsik
		 † Celia R. Saenz by Dolores Saenz
Sat. 7/6
Sun. 7/7

8:15AM † Philip Aaron Lewandowski by Richard Lewandowski & family
5:30PM

† Raynaldo Ramirez by Irma Ramirez

8:00AM

† Bruce Bayerlein, Dale & Iluminada Gunnar by Bayerlein family

10:00AM

† Vernon Krause by Dorothy Krause		

12:00PM

† Alvino Campos by Stella Campos

		 † Connie Moreno by Dora Garza
5:30PM

For the Parishioners

Last Call!
All who are interested in a trip to Saint Mary-of-the-Woods to visit
the motherhouse and various shrines please contact sister Barbara
Bluntzer at the church office 993-4053. The dates for the trips are:
August 1st-6th and September 5th-9th. Call soon!
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Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,503.82
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Catholic Charities...................... $10.00
Total Other Contributions..... $2,538.82
Total Contributions............. $24,365.15
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of June 21, 2013..... $768,647.30

