Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

September 15, 2013

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Friends,
Looking around, it isn’t hard to find individuals who are heading toward self-destruction. We see
celebrities who do the most outrageous, undignified things these days. We see politicians who use a
lack of discretion in social media and world leaders whose power blinds them to the value and dignity
of human life. We see parents who neglect or abuse their children, youth who are enslaved by selfabsorbed pursuits, and even brides who push newlywed husbands off a cliff! What is the world coming
to? What is God thinking about all of this?
With all these things happening, it might be easy for us to say that the world is in a much worse
situation than it has ever been. No doubt things are bad, but if we look back through our history books,
we could find equally appalling things in previous ages. Is the world really getting worse? It’s hard to
really know. What we do know is nothing has changed with regard to God’s love and mercy. To be sure,
God is looking at everything and can’t help but see how people have lost their way. Nevertheless, God
wants nothing more than to help us find our way back.
What we see throughout salvation history is a God who is unabashedly in love with his people. From
the moment things went wrong in the Garden of Eden, God has been pursuing us and extending his
mercy toward us. It is precisely God’s mercy that led him to send his only Son into the world so that he
might redeem us and give us the promise of everlasting life. Far from being an accountant God whose
only interest is to keep track of our iniquities so that we might be condemned to everlasting perdition,
God intends to do everything possible to bring us back into a loving relationship with him.
What was God’s approach when the people of Israel so quickly turned away from him after the
solemn Covenant with his people on Mt. Sinai? The people responded by infidelity and apostasy.
Turning away from the True God, they constructed a golden calf and made it their god. In the ancient
Near East, the bull was a symbol of divinity because it represented strength or fertility. What the
Israelites fashion is a calf – something woefully inferior to the gods of the pagans. Moses’ intercession
on their behalf alleviates their destruction. We see here a God who extends mercy.
The famous and beloved story of the prodigal son that is given to us in the gospel today, is the
perfect illustration of God’s desire to extend mercy. One might even say that this story is a summation
of the entire gospel message. In
it, the younger son takes all his
inheritance and goes off to a selfdestructive lifestyle. Only when he
“crashes and burns”, so to speak,
does he realize that his selfish
inclinations have been the cause
of his misery. He comes back
to his senses and returns home
to his Father, who immediately
runs to him, embraces him, and
restores him to his proper dignity.
This is precisely what God does
with us. Even though we go
running off on a self-destructive
pattern, God runs after us, to call
us back into a life of true dignity.
God gives us the freedom to
walk away from him, and it is in
freedom that we must choose to
return. When we do, God is more
than ready to receive us back.
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Why does God gives us this kind
of freedom? The reason is that it is
only in freedom that love can exist.
If there is no freedom, then there is
no true love. Love cannot be forced.
Therefore, God allows us to wander, so
that we might choose, in love, to come
back to him. Then we can allow God
to govern our lives. When we do that, our
dignity is restored.
Like the elder son in the gospel,
we might be tempted to be judgmental
and harsh. But that never brings any
transformation. It is only love and
mercy that melts hearts and makes
them primed for love. God bless!
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Catechetical Sunday 2013
Today is Catechetical Sunday. Those
whom the community has designated to
serve as catechists will be called forth
to be commissioned for their ministry.
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the role that each
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in
handing on the faith and being a witness
to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an
opportunity for all to rededicate themselves
to this mission as a community of faith.
This year’s theme is Open the Door of
Faith.
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVE IN
OUR PARISH IN CCD CLASSES, YOUTH
MINISTRY, RCIA, CHILDREN’S LITURGY
AND IN OUR SCHOOL.

Welcome new Parishioners!

Children’s Liturgy Resumes
This Sunday

Please
welcome
our
new
parishioners: (1) Michael S. and Sonia
Salinas & children: Jacob, Nick, Isaac,
(2) Mark and Monica Cano and daughter
Aurora, (3) Rene A. Almeida & children:
Nyssa, Sarah, Lauren, and Michael,
(4) Gregory and Jennifer Schroeder
and children: Kaleb, Gavin, Jacob and
Emily, (5) Robert and Michiel Landers
and sons Michael & Matthew. We invite
them to become an active part of our
growing faith community!

Beginning this Sunday at both l0 a.m.
and 12 noon Mass, children in grades 1-5
are invited to go to a separate prayer area
with a presider and return to you parents
at the Presentation of Gifts. Here is an
opportunity for the children to understand
the readings and hear a homily more to
their level of understanding. After the
opening prayer, listen for the priest to
invite them to join the adult who has been
prepared to meet the children for these
times.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:000PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Men’s Club Meeting
The Men’s Club will meet this Tuesday, September 17th,
in CC#2. It starts with a meal at 6:30 p.m. followed by the
meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Friendship Circle to Begin

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, September 15

2nd Collection: PURPLE BAG
8:30-10:00AM - RCIA - CC#2
10:00AM - Mass with Scouts - CH/Cafeteria
1:30PM - Baptisms - CH

Ladies, we will begin our 2013-14 series of luncheon
meetings once again this Wednesday, September 18th. We
begin our year’s activities with an 11:00 a.m. Mass, praying
for the repose of the soul of our loved ones. After Mass, we
will meet in the Parish Hall for lunch, renewal of friendships
and support, and make new friends to add to our “Friendship
Circle”. We hope to see you all there.

Monday, September 16

Organ Recital at St. Pius

Tuesday, September 17

The Corpus Christi Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists will present a Member’s Choice Recital on Monday,
September 16th, at 7:00 p.m. in our church. Eleven of the
members will be performing. Join us for the fun as these
talented organists from many of our area churches share their
talents. Admission is free. There will be a reception in the
parish hall following the concert.

Women’s Circle
The Women’s Circle will meet in the Parish Hall next
Wednesday, June 25th, at 7:00 p.m. All women of the parish
are welcome to join. Our purpose is to promote true Christian
charity, the love of God and of our neighbor, and Christian
family life.

30th Annual St. Pius X School Halloween Carnival
This year’s Halloween Carnival is Friday, October 25th.
It is seven weeks away, BUT the planning and prep work is
happening NOW. To ensure we have the best carnival ever,
we can use support from you both in the form of prayer as
well as donations and sponsorships. There are several bigticket items that we rent in order to make the evening event a
success. For example, we rent two light towers, three inflatable
obstacle courses, and a rock wall. If you feel drawn to help
financially, please contact the Carnival Chair, D’Ann Tatsch at
mike_tatsch@hotmail.com or call the school office at 361-9921343 and leave a message.

5:00-7:30PM - Confirmation II - YC
5:30-8:30PM - Music Workshop - PH
6:00-7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
6:30-7:30PM - Confirmation I - CC#2
7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Webelos - CC#1
7:00PM - A.G.O. Recital - CH
6:00-8:00AM - Men’s Journey - CC#1&2
10:00AM - Journey - CC#2
12:00-3:00PM - MAP - CC#1
6:00-7:00PM - Men’s Journey - CC#1
7:00PM - Men’s Club - CC#2
7:00-9:00PM - Jazz Mass rehearsal - C/R

Wednesday, September 18

7-8:00AM - Joyful Pillars - CC#2
9:00AM - 12:00PM – MAP - CC#1
9:30AM - Schola - C/R
11:30AM - Friendship Circle - PH
3:30PM - Children’s Choir - C/R
4:30PM - Youth Choir - C/R
6:30PM - CCD - CC#1&2, Cafeteria
8:00PM - Youth Band practice - CH

Thursday, September 19

1:30PM - Bridge - CC#1&2
6:00-9:00PM - Women’s ACTS Retreat - PH
6:30PM - Bell Choir - C/R
7:00PM - Adoration - CH
7:30PM - Adult Choir - C/R

Friday, September 20

9:00-11:00AM - Women of Faith - YC
6:30-8:00PM - School Family Fun Night - PH

Saturday, September 21

9:00AM-12:00PM - Men’s ACTS Retreat - PH
5:00-8:00PM - Men’s Journey - Cafeteria

Sunday, September 22

8:30-10:00AM - RCIA - CC#2

Acts of Charity Purple Bag Collection
The purple bag collection for the works of our Acts of Charity
ministry is this weekend. Thank you for your kindness.

† May He Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Ray Sosa who was
buried through our church this past Thursday. “God bless
you”
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Altar Servers
Sept. 21-22
EDGE & LIFE TEEN Major News

Registration
We will continue to hold registration for the 2013-2014 EDGE
& LIFE TEEN year every week at both programs! We continue to
invite parents to register their youth for continued Christian faith
formation. Please register your youth!!

Life Teen App
The St. Pius X LIFE TEEN ministry has created a new app
for smartphones that will be available for FREE download by
Wednesday, September 4. The app will show: upcoming events,
contact information, Youtube videos, Facebook entries, Twitter
posts, Instagram photos and the parish Website. Please be on the
lookout at the Marketplace on your phone for: SPX Life Teen!

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
TONIGHT – LIFE TEEN: Fearless
Wednesday, Sept. 18 – EDGE: The Best Selling Book of All
Time
Friday, Sept. 20 – Life Teen @ HS Football Games
Sunday, Sept. 22 – LIFE TEEN: And the Word Became Status
Check out www.stpiusxcc.org for more information on upcoming
events!

Find Us on Social Media
Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
Twitter - @theCatholicYM
Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
Youtube - spxccyouthministry
For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 452-4513
or rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar
Nicky Melve
Marco Melve
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Javier Camacho, Jr.
MC Santiago Mendizabal
Nicholas Lee
J.P. Lee
Lucy Kainer
Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Blake Martin
Matthew Montez
Aaron Martin
Andrew Montez
Brooke Montez

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Paris Hanna
Luis Lopez
Paxton Hanna
Devin Mass
Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Hannah DeGaish
MC Kelsey Krnavek
Noelle Apolinario
Taylor Skrobarczyk
Amy Ayala

LECTORS
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEP
21 SAT 5:30 P.M.
Al Hesse
SEP
21 SAT 5:30 P.M.
Dick Poremba
SEP
22 SUN 8:00 A.M.
Dennis Diersing
SEP
22 SUN 8:00 A.M.
Joan Hennings
SEP
22 SUN 10:00 A.M.
Kathy Clark
SEP
22 SUN 10:00 A.M.
Jennifer Krnavek
SEP
22 SUN 12:00 NOON Clay Thompson
SEP
22 SUN 12:00 NOON Margaret Thompson
SEP
22 SUN 5:30 P.M.
Alma Tamez

SEP

22 SUN 5:30 P.M.

Mike Winstead

Pop a Top for a Good
Cause
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Our Acts of Charity committee is
collecting pull-tabs to turn into the
Ronald McDonald House so that they
can redeem and use the monies for
their needs. So many of us just throw these away, so
we are asking you to save the pull tabs off of your soda,
beer and all other cans with pull-tabs. You can drop
them in the designated box in the back of the church, or
drop by the parish office, and we will take to the Ronald
McDonald House. Thanks for your support!

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
One week down of Iowa Test of Basic Skills
(ITBS) testing for our students and staff! Not
much happens during these two weeks of
testing. Things pretty much slow down to a crawl during this
testing because we want our students to concentrate on doing
their best on the tests. The ITBS tests compare our students
to all other students in the nation that take the test at the same
time of the year. The results are used as a diagnostic means for
tailoring instruction for the students. If they are weak in a certain
area, tutoring is provided for them. It also gives us an idea of
how we compare academically to other schools nation-wide.
However, we were able to have some activities. Our volleyball
season began this past week for our 4th, 5th and 6th grade
boys and girls at St. Patrick’s. Every year, our student athletes
compete against the other Catholic and private schools of the
Parochial Sports League. It’s a fun way to learn volleyball skills
and good sportsmanship. The 4th grade games on Tuesday
were rained out and will be made up at a later date. At the time
of writing this article and when it has to be submitted, we have
no results to report for the 5th and 6th grade games. I am sure
all teams will be very competitive!
Our P.T.O. is gearing up for our 30th Annual Halloween
Carnival that will be held on Friday, October 25th. Members
have been soliciting donations for the Silent Auction as well as
monetary donations to offset some of the costs. It takes many
hands to do a lot of work for this project, our biggest fundraiser
of the year. In the next few weeks, be on the lookout for a letter
in the mail from the school. The letter will contain a set of 10
raffle tickets that we hope our parishioners will either purchase
for themselves or sell to family and friends. There are some
really nice items in the raffle this year. We always have at least
one or two winners from St. Pius X Parish. We are asking that
you return the ticket stubs and money by October 23rd. They
can be mailed back in the return envelope provided or dropped
off at the school or church office. Thank you in advance for
supporting our school!
Don’t forget that the school sells HEB gift cards in the school
office. They come in increments of $25, $50 and $100. The
school makes a profit of 4% on each card. This is an on-going
fundraiser for our school, so come by and purchase some HEB
cards.
The top sellers of the Fall Fundraiser will be taken to lunch at
Peter Piper Pizza on Friday via a limousine. During this time,
the students will be allowed to eat all of the pizza they want
and play games. It is a nice way to reward these go-getters for
raising a great deal of money for our school. Congratulations to
our top three sellers: Isabella Bocanegra, top seller for number
of items sold, Sarah Grace O’Donnell, top seller for most profit
raised for our school and Aracely Salazar, top seller for number
of items sold and for most profit raised for our school. These
students will all receive prizes for their hard work. School profit
for the Fall Fundraiser was $13,568.80. Thanks to all that made
this a success!
Have a Blessed Week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
MISSING IN ACTION? OR LACK OF?
Thank you to those who have registered their
children for continuing faith development
through the CCD classes. However, there
are still a good number of children not registered this year but
were in CCD classes last year. If you have not yet registered
your child, now is the time! You may pick up the forms at the
parish office or download from the St. Pius X website, www.
stpiusxcc.org.

CMSE
Please check our website, www.spxcc.org, to see if your
name is on the list of needing recertification. Click on the
Ministries tab then on Safe Environment to see the list of names.
The next recertification class will be on Tuesday, October 8th,
at 6:30 p.m. in CC #1.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Interested in finding out more about
the Catholic faith? Feel called to
consider joining the Catholic Church?
The process for those interested in becoming members of the
Catholic Church has begun! There is still time to come and see
if this is the right time for you. Our next meeting is this Sunday,
September 15th, from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m. in Room CC-2.

Discipleship Then and Now
What does it really mean to be a disciple
of Jesus? In this 11-session DVD study, meet
Bartimeus, Thomas, the Bent-Over Woman and
others, who can teach about discipleship then and now.
No homework! Sessions end by December. Sessions are on
Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and Tuesday 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. We
meet in CC-2 beginning Monday, September 23rd and Tuesday,
September 24th.

Around the Diocese
30th Annual Czechfest Sunday, October 6th at St. Thomas
the Apostle Church, 16602 FM 624, Robstown, TX. Includes
arts & crafts, bingo, children games and rides, Country Store,
silent auction, and live auction. Lunch served at 11:00 a.m.
Czech Mass Celebrant: Reverend Msgr. Richard Shirley at
11:00 a.m. Bring the family!
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Financial Report for week ending 9/8/2013

Mass Intentions
Sat. 9/14 5:30PM † Robert Alatorre Anniversary by Celia Alatorre & family
Sun. 9/15 8:00AM †Chris & John Janosek by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings
10:00AM †Joan Duerr & Pat Hill by Sid Duerr & Dotti Hill Duerr
12:00PM
For the parishioners
5:30PM † Dick Frosh by Jeannie Cersosimo
Mon. 9/16 8:15AM † Michael Pacheco by Penny Pacheco
Tue. 9/17 8:15AM † Anna Brandesky Krejci by Chuck Gross
Wed. 9/18 8:15AM † Tillie Ferris by Mathews family
		 † Bill & Hilda Hall by Mary Pat Hall
		 † Alicia Martinez by Frank Miller
		 Blessed Virgin Mary by Marie Habeeb
		 In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony by Camille Habeeb-Hojnacki
5:30PM † Nancy Ehrman by Terry Garza
		 † Anna T. Nicolas by Feudo, Jonasen, Speed families
		 † Patrick DeGregorio by Frank & Martha Kolda
		 † Dorothy Corcoran by Jan E. Middour
The Thise Family by Ardeth Weed
		 † Bruce Balli by Sylvia Portales & John Polzin
		 † Ron Krnavek by family
Thu. 9/19 8:15AM † Doak Russell by DeAnna Havel
Fri. 9/20
8:15AM † Dorothy Janosek by Willie Mae Shirley
5:30PM † Thelma Peterson, Anniv. by Helen Shropshire
Sat. 9/21 5:30PM † Johnny Ley Anniv. by Ley/Ellsworth families
Sun. 9/22 8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Maxima Rivera by Ramirez, Leal, & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Jack LaFeber by Jeanne LaFeber		
5:30PM † Raul Rodriguez Anniversary by Rodriguez family
7:30PM † Fr. Nguyen Van Liep by family

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $21,026.48
Other Income....................... $1,090.00
Total Operating Revenue... $22,116.48
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity........................... $85.00
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Catholic University.................. $314.00
Total Other Contributions........ $424.00
Total Contributions............. $22,540.48
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of August 23, 2013 $740,384.99

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Janelle Ballard, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, Sgt. 1st Class
William Boone, Lucy Boyd, Bill Brumback, Bob Buchanan, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee Cantwell, Ashley Carroll,
Jason Cox, Shirley Curry, Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste,
Rhonda Dungan, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar, Anne Everson, Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia,
Jr., Terry Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Vickie Grainger, Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry
Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman, Corina Herndon, Chris Holland, Graham
Hughes, Elizabeth Johnson, Julie Johnson, Mary Kelly, Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, Dorothy Mathews,
Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, Robert Miller, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Dan Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris,
Phil Perabo, Robert M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie
Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Mary Pat Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Stephen Tagliabue, Dora Tenpenny,
Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Mary Vall, Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Bea
Wilson, Sandra Woolery, Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for and need our prayers.
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