Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

September 22, 2013

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Friends,
Who ever said that Sundays weren’t exciting? All kinds of interesting things happen on Sundays,
especially when thundershowers are rolling in. Obviously, our prayers have been working lately because
God has gifted us with much needed rain to bring some relief from the drought. It also spiced up our
day for worship!
A couple of weeks ago, the 10:00 a.m. Mass was interrupted by a “theophany” of sorts. I had just
started to offer the Prayer over the Gifts when suddenly, a crack of thunder and a flash of lightening
caused the lights of the church to go out. Interestingly, moments before, I had a premonition that this
was going to happen!
Realizing that the lights in the vestibule and hallway at the back of the church were still on, I surmised
that we still had power. The sudden surge of energy must have simply caused our sensitive lighting
system to switch off. Taking advantage of a brief pause, I leaned over to Deacon Manny and asked him
to go back to the sacristy to try turning the lights back on. Meanwhile, I continued with the Eucharistic
Prayer. It was a relief to see the lights come back up. The reprieve from the darkened state was shortlived, however. Just as soon as I elevated the host after the words of institution, another sound of
thunder cracked and the power went off completely. The timing was uncanny.
Needless to say, the rest of the Mass continued with whatever dim light poured through the stainedglass windows from the ominous gray sky outside. The light of two burning altar candles supplemented
the illumination of the skylight above the altar. I was reminded of the early days of the Church when
Christians worshipped clandestinely by the light of oil lamps. In some ways, there was a real beauty
to the celebration that Sunday. A number of people remarked how enjoyable it was to celebrate Mass
in this simplified form. In a strange way, the austerity of the situation caused everyone to focus more
acutely on what was happening at the altar.
The lack of power necessitated that we celebrate the entire noon Mass in a darkened church. Using
our resourcefulness, we pulled out numerous candles to help illuminate pathways and dark areas. We
also pulled out some reading lights that we use for the Easter Vigil to use for reading. Without even
missing a beat, Mike, our music director, transitioned his expertise from a lifeless organ to the piano.
Times like those can
hardly be anticipated.
Sometimes life throws a
few surprises our way. It
is in those moments that
we have to call upon our
resourcefulness to help
us. Although the steward
in the gospel today had to
face consequences as a
result of his own deceptive
tactics, he quickly exercised
resourcefulness in order to
pull him out of his dire situation.
When it comes to money
and business dealings,
people can be very cunning
and inventive in order to
keep themselves afloat. We
have no shortage of people
looking for whatever loophole
is available to get what they
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want. Jesus commends the steward in
the gospel for being resourceful with
regard to saving his skin. In doing so,
is Jesus condoning dishonesty and
deceptive practices? Not at all. Rather,
he is telling us that we should transfer
our resourcefulness from material
pursuits to things of far more significant
value, like our spiritual condition and
our relationship with God.
As human beings, we can come
up with all sorts of avenues to get the
things we want out of life. If we want
concert tickets, a new cell phone, a
more luxurious car, or an excuse to get
out of work, we can be very creative in
manipulating our finances, adjusting
our payments, or fashioning our words
in order to achieve what we desire. If
we can do this with regard to things that
are transitory, why aren’t we equally
industrious in terms of finding time
for prayer, Mass attendance, spiritual
development, or personal growth? As
usual, Jesus gives us some food for
thought!
God bless!

Welcome new Parishioners!
Please welcome our new parishioners;
Pete Rangel, Greg and Lynn Gallagher &
son, Sean, Gilbert and Amparo Martinez
and Christina E. Quiñones. We invite him
to become an active part of our growing
faith community!

Women’s Circle
The Women’s Circle will meet in the
Parish Hall this Wednesday, September
25th, at 7:00 p.m. All women of the
parish are welcome to attend. Guests are
welcome. A light dinner will be served. Our
purpose is to promote friendship, Christian
charity, love of our neighbor, Christian
family life and love of God. Guest speaker
will be Sandra Heatherly.

Altar and Rosary Society
All women of St. Pius X Parish are
invited to join the Altar and Rosary Society.
Members share duties in caring for the
sanctuary and sacristy and help supply the
altar breads, wine and candles for worship
during the months of January through June.
Our next meeting will be held this coming
Thursday, September 26th, at 9:00 a.m.
in CC#2. Coffee and fellowship precedes
the meeting. Dues will be payable at this
time. For additional information, contact
Emily Dickinson at 446-2401.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Blessing of the Animals
Calling all pets and their owners! Commemorating the Feast
of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4th, the blessing of the
animals is scheduled for Sunday, October 6th at 4:00 p.m.

Friendship Circle Meets
Ladies, you are invited to come to a “Patriotic Luncheon” in
the new Youth Center on Wednesday, February 15th, at 11:30
a.m. Wear red, white, and/or blue to show your patriotism
during the month of the Presidents! Hope to see you then.

Waffle Breakfast
The Catholic Daughters are hosting a Waffle Breakfast on
Sunday, October 13th. Donation is $6.00. Tickets will be sold
after the Masses the next two Sundays. Thank you for helping
us fund our charitable projects.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, September 22

8:30-10:00AM - RCIA - CC#2

Monday, September 23

5:00-6:00PM - Confirmation -YC
5:30-8:30PM - Office of Worship Workshop - PH
6:00-7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Webelos - CC#1
7:00-8:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2

Tuesday, September 24

6:00-8:00AM - Men’s Journey - CC#1&2
10:00AM - Journey - CC#2
12:00-3:00PM - MAP - CC#1
2:00-3:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2
7:00-8:00PM - RCIA Team - CC#2
7:00-9:00PM - Jazz Mass rehearsal - C/R

Wednesday, September 25

Many Thank You’s
Six large boxes of religious, toiletry and other items were
taken to Rockport to help fill the boxes that will be sent
to the active military overseas. The workers there were
most appreciative of everything you donated, including the
cash donations that had been sent earlier. Each month,
approximately 75 boxes of various collected things are sent
to those in overseas outposts where supplies are almost
non-existent. You can imagine the happiness of the service
personnel when these packages arrive! Now watch for some
thank-you’s from them. May God bless you for your continued
generosity to ALL the donations you make throughout the year
to various good works in our area.

30th Annual St. Pius X Catholic School Halloween
Carnival
This year’s Halloween Carnival is Friday, October 25th.
It is seven weeks away, BUT the planning and prep work is
happening NOW. To ensure we have the best carnival ever,
we can use support from you both in the form of prayer as
well as donations and sponsorships. There are several bigticket items that we rent in order to make the evening event a
success. For example, we rent two light towers, three inflatable
obstacle courses, and a rock wall. If you feel drawn to help
financially, please contact the Carnival Chair, D’Ann Tatsch at
mike_tatsch@hotmail.com or call the school office at 361-9921343 and leave a message.

7-8:00AM - Joyful Pillars - CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM - MAP - CC#1
9:30AM - Schola - C/R
3:30PM - Children’s Choir - C/R
4:30PM - Youth Choir - C/R
6:30PM - CCD - CC#1&2, Cafeteria
7:00PM - Women’s Circle - PH
8:00PM - Youth Band practice - CH

Thursday, September 26

9:30AM - Altar Society - CC#2
1:30PM - Bridge - CC#1&2
6:00-9:00PM - Women’s ACTS Retreat - PH
6:30PM - Bell Choir - C/R
7:00PM - Adoration - CH
7:30PM - Adult Choir - C/R

Friday, September 27

9:00-11:00AM -Women of Faith -YC

Saturday, September 28

9:00AM-12:00PM - Men’s ACTS Retreat - PH
5:30PM - Missionary Appeal at Mass

Sunday, September 29

Missionary Appeal at all Masses
Sale of Cath. Daughters’ Waffle Breakfast tickets
8:30-10:00AM - RCIA - CC#2

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity committee continues
to collect pull-tabs to turn into the Ronald
McDonald House so that they can redeem
and use the monies for their needs. So
many of us just throw these away, so we
are asking you to save the pull tabs off of your soda, beer
and all other cans with pull-tabs. You can drop them in
the designated box in the back of the church, or drop by
the parish office, and we will take to the Ronald McDonald
House. Thanks for your support!
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Altar Servers
Sept. 28-29

EDGE & LIFE TEEN Major News
Registration
We will continue to hold registration for the 2013-2014 EDGE
& LIFE TEEN year every week at both programs! We continue to
invite parents to register their youth for continued Christian faith
formation. Please register your youth!!

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
TONIGHT – LIFE TEEN: And the Word Became Status
Wednesday, Sept. 25 – EDGE: Crosswords
Thursday, Sept. 26 – King HS Lunch Visit
Friday, Sept. 27 – LIFE TEEN @ Ray HS Football Game
Sunday, Sept. 29 – LIFE TEEN: Call Me Mom
Check out www.stpiusxcc.org for more information on upcoming
events!

Find Us on Social Media
Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
Twitter - @theCatholicYM
Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
Youtube - spxccyouthministry
For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 452-4513
or rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Stephanie Gibbon
Reagan Gibbon
Jacob Rivera
Michael Morin
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Toby Shull
MC Tori Shull
Christian Ramos
Kevin Beckwith
Jonathan Shull

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
Quarter Morrison
Matthew Lutz
Grace Morrison
Kyler Ross

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Jackie Lara
MC Brianna Salazar
Emily Salazar
Emily Rodriguez
Briana Rodriguez

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Marisa Matthijetz
Issac Matthijetz
Benjamin Mikulencak
Hudson Mikulencak
Theonna Wisner

LECTORS
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEP 28 SAT 5:30 P.M. Peter Anzaldua
SEP 28 SAT 5:30 P.M. David Brown
SEP
29 SUN 8:00 A.M. Tracie Jensen
SEP
29 SUN 8:00 A.M. Norman Paris
SEP
29 SUN 10:00 A.M. Hester Rodriquez
SEP
29 SUN 10:00 A.M. Ralph Rodriquez
SEP 29 SUN 12:00 NOON Art Aubin
SEP
29 SUN 12:00 NOON Tambra Milot
SEP 29 SUN 5:30 P.M. Inez Matthijetz
SEP
29 SUN 5:30 P.M. Frank Pompa

Around the Diocese...
Red Mass
The Annual Judicial Red Mass will be held at Corpus Christi Cathedral on Oct. 3, beginning at 6 p.m. The Honorable Greg
Abbott, Attorney General of Texas, will serve as keynote speaker. The Red Mass is the prayerful action calling upon the
supreme lawgiver, God, for His blessings for the administration of justice and for those whose duty is to teach judge and
resolve legal matters. The event is for judges, lawyers, public officials, and anyone with concern for justice.

Blue Mass
A Blue Mass, for those for those who protect and serve the public, will be held at Sacred Heart Parish in Mathis, on Saturday,
Oct. 5 beginning at 6 p.m. Bishop Mulvey will be the main celebrant. A barbecue dinner and award ceremony will follow the
Blue Mass in the parish hall. The church is located at 217 West San Patricio Avenue.

White Mass

4

A White Mass, honoring Health Care Professionals, will be held at the CHRISTUS Spohn Shoreline Hospital Chapel on
Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m. The Mass is associated with St. Luke, the patron of physicians and surgeons.

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
The ITBS testing is over for the students
and staff of St. Pius X Catholic School. For
the past two weeks our students have been taking tests in all
subject areas from reading and math to social studies and
science. Students in first and fourth grades take an extra test
entitled the COGAT, which stands for Cognitive Abilities Test.
When we get the results back in October, we will learn how our
students compare to all of the other students in the nation who
also took the test at the same time. The results will help our
teachers plan instruction. We are glad to have the testing behind
us. Now we can get back to our normal activities!
One of the few activities that occurred last week was a fun trip
to Peter Piper Pizza for our Top Ten Fall Fundraiser winners.
They were escorted to Peter Piper via limousine where they
were treated to all the pizza they wanted. In addition to that,
they were given tokens to play the various games. The trip in
the limousine was a treat in itself, a first for most of the children!
In addition, an ice cream social was held for all students who
sold 12 or more items. We are proud of these go-getter children!
The pig races and kissing of the pig has been moved to October
3rd at 1:45 p.m. on the basketball court.
The Family Fun Night on Friday evening was well attended.
Parents played games, made arts and crafts with their children
and enjoyed some good food and fellowship. This PTOsponsored event was a big hit.
Also on Friday, seven mannerly students will have lunch
with me, catered by Jason’s Deli, as a reward for using good
manners. We thank Bob and Sue Becquet for sponsoring our
Manner of the Month program and allowing our students to eat
free.
Our Halloween Carnival is approximately one month away
(October 25th). You should be receiving, or have received, a
letter in the mail from the school containing a set of 10 raffle
tickets. We are hoping that our parishioners will either purchase
them for themselves or sell them to friends and family. There are
many nice items in the raffle this year. We always have at least
one or two winners from the parish. We ask that you return the
ticket stubs and the money to the school office by October 23.
They can be mailed in the return envelope provided or dropped
at the office or rectory. The carnival will feature fun, food,
games, live entertainment and a silent auction. It’s a nice safe
way to celebrate Halloween. We hope that you will plan to come
and bring your children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors.
There is something for everyone, from young to old.
Don’t forget that the school sells HEB gift cards in the school
office. They come in increments of $25, $50 and $100. The
school makes a profit of 4% on each card sold.
Have a blessed week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CCD is well underway! We have over
two hundred young people registered in our
program. We continue to take registrations for
those seeking to help their children learn and
practice their Catholic faith. Thank you to the parents who have
registered their children and sought out others to bring their
children to CCD. Classes begin promptly at 6:30 pm. We ask
parents to make sure their children are seated in class by that
time. We have only 60 minutes in a week of 10,080 minutes.
That is so little time and therefore we do not want a minute to
go by wasted.
PARENT SESSIONS for any parent who would just like to
come and listen and learn will begin this coming Wednesday in
CC#2. This session is during the CCD time at 6:30-7:30 every
Wednesday except the first Wednesday which is a meeting for
parents whose children are preparing for Sacraments.
The children in Kinder and Sacramental Prep I have begun
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program. The three
classes rotate each week. Thank you to Cammy Mikeulencak
for offering these classes.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Interested in finding out more
about the Catholic faith? Feel
called to consider joining the
Catholic Church?
The process for those interested in becoming members of
the Catholic Church has begun! There is still time to come and
see if this is the right time for you. We meet every Sunday from
8:30 to 9:45 a.m. in Room CC-2.

Discipleship Then and Now
What does it really mean to be a disciple of
Jesus? Our 11-session DVD study begins this
week! Meet the rich man, Peter, the woman
with a flow of blood, and others who can teach us about
discipleship then and now. No homework! Sessions are on
Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and on Tuesday 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
We meet in CC-2 this Monday, September 23rd and Tuesday,
September 24th.
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Mass Intentions
Sat. 9/21
Sun. 9/22

5:30PM † Johnny Ley Annv. by Ley/Ellsworth families
8:00AM

For the Parishioners

10:00AM † Maxima Rivera by Ramirez, Leal, & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Jack LaFeber by Jeanne LaFeber
5:30PM

† Raul Rodriguez Annv. by Rodriguez family

7:30PM † Fr. Nguyen Van Liep by family
Mon. 9/23

8:15AM † Lester Cunningham by Carolyn Buehrig

		 † Severiano & Concha Guerrero by Berta T. Guerrero
Tue. 9/24

8:15AM † Sandra Sykora by Penny Pacheco

		 † Lawrence L. Vrazel Annv. by Anna Vrazel
Wed. 9/25

8:15AM † Dorothy Janosek by Willie Mae Shirley

		 † Johnny & Larry Ley by Philip & Mary Pat Hall
		 † Alice Martinez by Frank Miller
		

Blessed Virgin Mary by Marie Habeeb
In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony by Camille Habeeb-Hojnacki

5:30PM † Connie Vrazel Saule by Anna Vrazel
		 † Anna T. Nicolas by the Feudo, Jonasen, Speed families
		 † Patrick De Gregorio by Don & Corinne Leiser
		 † Bruce Balli by Sylvia Portales & John Polzin
		 † Everett Bailey by Carol B. Wells
		 † Judge Paul Nye by M/M William Ruzicka
		 † Abel Chapa by Don & Corinne Leiser
Thu. 9/26

8:15AM † Gertie Seward Annv. by Patricia Janosek

Fri. 9/27

8:15AM † Amy Shirley Annv. by Patricia Janosek

Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel Anorga,
Luisa Arevalo, Janelle Ballard, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt,
Sgt. 1st Class William Boone, Lucy Boyd, Bill Brumback,
Bob Buchanan, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary
Lee Cantwell, Ashley Carroll, Jason Cox, Shirley Curry,
Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio,
Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Rhonda
Dungan, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar, Anne Everson,
Bobby Floyd, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Jr.,
Terry Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Vickie
Grainger, Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared
Groner, Terry Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb,
Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman,
Corina Herndon, Chris Holland, Graham Hughes,
Elizabeth Johnson, Julie Johnson, Mary Kelly, Dorothy
Krause, Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, Dorothy
Mathews, Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, Robert
Miller, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Dan Murray,
Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, Robert M.
Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber
Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Mary Pat
Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran,
Dora Tenpenny, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert &
Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Mary Vall, Idolina Vela,
Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Bea Wilson, Sandra Woolery,
Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for
and need our prayers.

5:30PM † Julio Reyes by Delfina McHugh		
Sat. 9/28
Sun. 9/29

5:30PM † Paul Irvin Annv. by John, Debra & Brian Janosek
8:00AM † John Alaniz by Norma Alaniz & family
10:00AM † Jean McCullough by St. Pius Adult Choir & Schola
12:00PM † Bruce Bayerlein, Sr., Dale & Iluminada Gunnar by Bayerlein family
5:30PM

Financial Report for week ending 9/15/2013

For the Parishioners

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $25,549.08
Other Income.......................... $490.00
Total Operating Revenue... $26,039.08
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,170.86
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Catholic University.................. $120.00
Disaster Relief...................... $1,081.00
Total Other Contributions..... $3,396.86
Total Contributions............. $29,435.94
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Sept.6, 2013....... $734,087.58
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

