Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

50 Years of Faith

“To renew all things in Christ”

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

January 12, 2014

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Dear Friends,

The clouds hung high in the air like a threadbare blanket in multiple hues of gray. The diffused glow of
the late afternoon sun was scarcely visible behind the clouds and its warmth could not be felt because of the
brisk, turbulent air blowing across the pasture. Doves were frolicking in the breeze, flitting from brush to tree
and back again. I savored the refreshing cool air as I watched and waited.
BOOM! . . . BOOM! Shots rang out a hundred or more yards behind me. Just then, I spied a few doves
coming into line of sight from my left. I lifted the barrel of the shotgun I was holding, took aim and gently
squeezed the trigger. BAM! Click. BAM! By early evening, I had shot two doves, and was happy that I had
something to show for my effort. Fortunately, my fellow hunting companions were a little more productive.
This was a first for me. It was my initiation into the world of hunting. Even though I grew up in South
Texas, I had never hunted before. I know it sounds incredible, but it’s true. It wasn’t until five or six years ago
that I first fired a shotgun while skeet shooting with one of the deacons from my previous assignment. Prior
to that, my only experience with firearms was shooting at targets with pellet guns as a young kid. In one of
those youthful moments, I recall aiming a BB gun at a bird flying overhead and pulling the trigger. Amazingly,
I actually hit the creature, killing it with one BB. I had not expected to hit it!
My first hunting excursion last weekend was obviously more deliberate and infinitely more exciting than
playfully shooting a BB gun. I really think that I may have found a new hobby. It reminded me of many other
“firsts” in my life – like the first time I rode a roller-coaster, or the first time I learned how to ski, or the first time
I played golf. Each was a new and exhilarating experience.
Our lives are filled with many “firsts”. There is a time when we say our first words, take our first steps,
give our first speech, or interview for our first job. There is the first time we fall in love, the first time we drive
a car, or the first time we try a new food. We are constantly initiated into new experiences and some of those
experiences are life changing. Sometimes these “firsts” develop into life-long hobbies or they lead to the
discovery of our life’s vocation.
There is nothing comparable to the first moment we breathe in new life as a Christian. That moment
comes when we are baptized
and begin the life of faith. At
no moment are we more pure
than the moment when Original
Sin is washed away and we
become a child of God through
Baptism. That moment is the
beginning of a life-long journey
of faith, whereby we are called to
a vocation of love. Our baptism
calls us to respond to the grace
of God and to give witness to
him in everything that we do.
In reflecting on our baptism
this past week, Pope Francis
encouraged all the faithful to
learn the date of their baptism
and to celebrate it like a feast
day. We rightfully should do so
because it is the day when we
were born into life in Jesus Christ.
Jesus initiated his public
ministry by entering into the
waters of the Jordan to be
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baptized by John. Though he did not
need baptism owing to his sinlessness,
he sought it in order to identify himself
completely with us, to set an example
for us, and to form a starting point to his
ministry. Our own baptism should be a
starting point by which we set ourselves
on the path of charity, compassion, and the
proclamation of the gospel.
Barring any unfortunate circumstances,
when we first begin to speak or to take our
first steps, we don’t stop there. We continue
to express ourselves through words and we
walk into new adventures all throughout
our lives. We accomplish many things with
our words and our steps during the brief
life that we are given. Likewise, parents
should consider Baptism as not simply a
hurdle to get over, but the beginning of a
journey of faith. I encourage you parents
not to have your child baptized and then
abandon their faith formation until it is time
for them to receive their First Communion
or Confirmation. Rather, teach them and
form them in the faith every day. Baptism
should be the beginning of a relationship
with God. Children need to be constantly
exposed to faith so that they will walk with
God and know what His call is for them! It’s
never too late! Start now!

† May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the souls of
Margaret Greene, Beatrice Bocanegra and
Antonina Medina who were buried through
our church this past week.

Many Thanks
On behalf of Fr. Paul, Fr. Joseph and the
Stewardship Team of the parish, we would
like to express our gratitude to Ernie and
Gracie Pena, Sr. Barbara Bluntzer, Virginia
Medrano, Dee Havel and anyone else
who helped make our Epiphany Volunteer
Banquet such a special celebration.

Car Wash – Scout Troop 157
To support funding for Steven Wendel’s
Eagle Scout project, to build a ramp
for a family in need that lives here in
the neighborhood, in conjunction with
Barn of the Angels (a non-profit charity
organization), there will be a car wash
today, Sunday, January 12th, from 8:00
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the parking lot of the
youth building after each of the masses.
The cost of the car wash is donation only.
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

St. Pius X Travelers to Meet
It’s a new year, so we need new ideas and a new spirit of
dedication! We will have a meeting in Community Room #1 on
Monday, January 13th at 10:00 am. Visitors are welcome. We are
a social group who like to get together to see movies and have
dinner together, see plays, take trips and other events. Homemade
snacks are available at the meeting. Please attend.

Catholic Daughters
The Catholic Daughters will meet this coming Tuesday, January
14, at 7 p.m. in CC#2. Membership dues are to be paid at this
meeting. Ladies of the parish are always welcomed to join us. For
more information, call Delfina McHugh at 994-1460.

Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle will be meeting this coming Wednesday,
January 15th at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, January 12

8:00AM-4:00PM - Veritas Retreat - Cafeteria
8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
6:30-8:30PM - Life Teen: Lights Out Dodge Ball - YC

Monday, January 13

5:00-7:00PM - Confirmation – regular times/locations
5:30PM - Journey Board - PH
7:00-8:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2
7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:30PM - Angels - CC#1

Tuesday, January 14

6:00-8:00AM - Men’s Journey - CC#1&2
10:00AM - Journey - CC#2
12:00-3:00PM - MAP - CC#1
2:00-3:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2
6:30PM - CMSE - CC#1
7:00PM - Catholic Daughters - CC#2

Wednesday, January 15

Feast of Santo Nino de Cebu
All parishioners are invited to attend a Mass in honor of the
Feast of Santo Nino de Cebu, a Filipino celebration honoring
the infant Jesus, on Saturday, January 18th, at 7:00 p.m. at St.
Pius X Church. Bishop Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL, DD will be the
principal celebrant. Following the Mass there will be a cultural
celebration with ethnic food in the parish hall.

7:00-8:00AM - Joyful Pillars - CC#2
9:00AM - 12:00PM - MAP - CC#1
9:30AM - Schola - C/R
11:30AM - Friendship Circle - PH
3:30PM - Children’s Choir - C/R
4:30PM - Youth Choir - C/R
6:30PM - CCD - CC#1&2
6:30-8:00PM - EDGE: Creative Righting – YC

Thursday, January 16

Altar and Rosary Society Meeting
The next meeting of the Altar and Rosary Society will be held
on Thursday January 23rd at 9:00 a.m. in CC #2. All members
are urged to attend this meeting as Father Paul will be reviewing
the proper care of sacred vessels. All women of St. Pius X parish
are invited to join the Altar and Rosary Society. Members share
duties in caring for the sanctuary and sacristy and help supply
the altar breads, wine and candles for worship during the months
January thru June. For additional information, contact Emily
Dickinson 446-2401.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do
you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with
God? We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church
every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come spend some
time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more
peaceful after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!

1:30PM - Bridge - CC#1&2
6:00-10:00PM - Veritas - Cafeteria
6:00PM - Bell Choir - C/R
6:30-7:15PM - Covecrest Parent Meeting - YC
7:30PM - Adult Choir - C/R
7:00PM - Adoration - CH

Friday, January 17

1:30PM - Talent Show practice - PH
6:00PM - Veritas - Cafeteria

Saturday, January 18

8:00AM-1:00PM - Reconciliation Retreat - All premises
6:00PM - Veritas - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Santo Niño Mass with Bishop - CH & PH

Sunday, January 19

BLOOD BANK
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
8:00AM-4:00PM - Veritas - Cafeteria
8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
12:00-2:00PM - Diocesan True Radiance - CC#2
1:30PM - Baptisms
6:30PM - Covecrest Fundraiser Life Teen: How It Starts - YC
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Altar Servers
EDGE & LIFE TEEN Major News
Camp Covecrest Sign-Up/Fundraisers
At the end of June 2014, the youth of St. Pius X will be driving
to Tiger, GA to take part in Life Teen Camp Covecrest. This
camp provides youth with all the fun of a camp (water activities,
games, mud course, high and low ropes courses, etc.) along with
the spiritual focus of a Steubenville conference (faith formation,
talks, praise and worship, Sacraments, Mass, etc.). The cost of
the trip is $600, which will cover the cost of the camp, housing,
food and travel. We encourage all high school students to take
this opportunity to grow in their faith and enjoy an awesome camp
experience with 200 other peers. St. Pius X has 25 available
spots (includes both chaperones and students), and it is on a
first-come first-serve basis. If you are interested, please contact
the youth office at 361-452-4513 or at rstreight@stpiusxcc.org.
The youth of St. Pius X will be holding fundraisers on January 19
and January 26, 2014. 90% of proceeds will go towards raising
money for some of the youth of the parish to go to the Life Teen
Summer Camp: Camp Covecrest, while 10% of the proceeds go
back to parish as donation from youth.

The Debut of COLLEGE LIFE
2014 also brings a new program for young adults looking to
continue faith formation, to begin faith formation for the first
time, and those looking to discuss the Catholic faith and college.
COLLEGE LIFE, which is for 18-25 year olds, will focus on the
Catholic faith, while at the same time discussing the major parts
of transitioning from youth to young adulthood to adulthood.
COLLEGE LIFE will begin on Thursday, January 30 at 7:00 pm
in the Youth Center. For more information, please look online at
www.stpiusxcc.org or call 361-452-4513.

THE NEXT LIFE TEEN NIGHT…
Dodge ball is a game that everyone can remember from
elementary or middle school. A game that brings together
teamwork and fun, with the fear of a small rubber ball. Join
us for a game of dodge ball with Gator Skin foam dodge balls
(Safer and Don’t Hurt) at the next Life Night. It’s going to be a
blasty-blast! Come and check it out. Oh, one last thing – Life
Teen Dodge Ball is played in the DARK!!

THE NEXT EDGE NIGHT…
If you could have a time machine, when would you go? Like
when in time would you travel? How about to when you took that
test that you failed, so you could give yourself some details?
How about to a great battle or awesome moment in history? How
about to when Jesus was dying on the cross, or when He was
born? What if you could travel back in time to creation?! If you
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January 18-19
Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar
Nicky Melve
Marco Melve
Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Toby Shull
MC Tori Shull
Christian Ramos
Kevin Beckwith
Jonathan Shull
Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Brianna Salazar
Dalton Rives
Emily Salazar
Ryan Rives

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Sara Rucker
Charlie Uecker
Sarah Calaway
Braque Looper
Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Nicholas Nye
MC Matthew Quiroz
Nathaniel Quiroz
Timothy Nye

Lectors
2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME		
JAN
18
SAT 5:30 P.M.
Fred McCutchon
JAN
18 SAT 5:30 P.M. Amy Nye
JAN
19 SUN 8:00 A.M.
Carole Zanetti
JAN
19 SUN 8:00 A.M.
Dennis Diersing
JAN
19 SUN 10:00 A.M.
Patricia Stegall
JAN
19 SUN 10:00 A.M. Kathy Clark
JAN
19 SUN 12:00 NOON Delbert Hooper
JAN
19 SUN 12:00 NOON Mary Scott
JAN
19 SUN 5:30 P.M.
Martha St. Romain
JAN
19 SUN 5:30 P.M. Alma Tamez
can believe it, scientists at EDGE have created such a time
machine, and we invite all Middle School youth to come and
join us in our journey to the beginning of creation.
Youth Ministry Flocknote
Want to stay in the loop when it comes to information
about EDGE, LIFE TEEN, COLLEGE LIFE, or anything St.
Pius X Youth Ministry. Follow these simple directions:
		Text SPXYM to 84576 -or- Text SPXYM to 202-738-5764
Find Us on Social Media
		
Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
		
Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
		
Twitter - @theCatholicYM
		
Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
		
Youtube - spxccyouthministry
For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 4524513 or rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Happy New Year! We are back from our
Christmas Holidays. This past week at St.
Pius X Catholic School was pretty low-key
as the students and staff tried to get back into regular routines
again. Now that this week is over, we are ready for the second
semester of school that promises to be exciting, challenging,
rewarding plus fast and furious.
Our biggest activity of the week was the Talent Show tryouts.
On Tuesday afternoon, the Talent Show committee previewed
the acts that the students plan to perform. They included
singing, dancing, playing the piano, playing the guitar and doing
gymnastic routines, just to name a few. These students will be
getting their acts together in the next couple of weeks so that
they can perform them in the Talent Show that will happen on
January 30th at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Center. Parishioners are
welcome to attend.
Our Golf Tournament committee met on Thursday to continue
to plan the Bob Paskill Memorial Golf Classic, which will take
place on Friday, April 4th, at the Corpus Christi Country Club. It
will be a four-man scramble with a shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. We
are looking for sponsors and players, so if you are interested in
either, or would like to help plan the tournament, call the school
at 992-1343 and let us know. We are going to hold a raffle again
this year to go along with the tournament, so look for a letter in
the mail in the near future. We would appreciate your help with
either buying the tickets or helping us sell them.
On Saturday our teachers attended the Diocese of Corpus
Christi 25th Annual Ministry Conference at the American
Bank Center. The theme of the conference was “The New
Evangelization”. The day began with Mass and commissioning,
followed by a Keynote Address by Dr. Peter Murphy, Executive
Director, USCCB, Secretariat for Evangelization and Catechesis,
and then 3 workshop sessions dealing with Catholic Schools as
well as other topics.
During this upcoming week, our 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade
students will take part in their classroom spelling bees. The
top 10 spellers from each class will then advance to the school
spelling bee on January 30th. On Thursday, our School Advisory
Council will meet to finalize pre-registration and tuition for the
2014-2015 school year and continue working on long-range
goals for the school. Our school has accomplished so much
in the last 5 years, but there is so much more that we can and
should be doing. The sky is the limit!
Have a blessed week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Congratulations to Sacramental Prep Ia
students and their Catechists—Mrs. Luera
and Mr. Salazar. They had perfect attendance for the beginning
of 2014. It would be great to have other classes included in
perfect attendance.

RECONCILIATION RETREAT
The retreat is scheduled for January 18 – 8:30-11:45.
Parents must attend with their child.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT CLASS
The next Safe Environment recertification class will be held
on January 14th in CC # 1 at 6:30 pm. Please check your
expiration date on your card.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Exploring the Prophets for
Today
As those anointed with Christ to be
prophet (priest and king), how are we to fulfill this call? Join our
pre-Lenten study, The Cry of the Prophet: A Call to Fullness of
Life. Explore the qualities and concerns of five Old Testament
prophets and their echoes in our world today. We meet in CC-2
and begin the week of January 20: Monday 7:00 to 8:30 PM;
Tuesday 2:00 to 3:30 PM. Questions? Contact Sr. Annette
at 993-0299 or awagner@stpiusxcc.org.

Online Giving for 2014
If you donate using our online giving solution, please take a
few minutes to check your gift giving setup. Go to www.spxcc.
org and click the “Online Giving” icon on the right hand side
and log into your account. So that we can properly track your
2014 Sunday Stewardship Pledge, a new fund, 2014 Sunday
Collection, was created, so if your contribution is set up as
“recurring”, you will need to set up your contribution for this
fund. Whether or not you turned in your stewardship pledge,
please note that the 2014 Sunday Collection fund is the one
that you will use to make your regular Sunday contribution for
this year, recurring or on demand. If you have any questions,
please call the parish office at 993-4053 and ask for Lisa.
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Financial Report for week ending
1/5/2014

Mass Intentions
Sat. 1/11

5:30PM † Lowell Didear by Didear family

		 † Amparo Rodriguez by Bonifacio Rodriguez
Sun. 1/12

8:00AM
10:00AM

† M/M Pablo Salinas by Dora Garza
For the Parishioners

12:00PM † Trey Turner by Gladys Lippincott
5:30PM † Rick Mulinix by Raymond Sykora & Mary Beth
				

Schonhoert				

Mon. 1/13

8:15AM † Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas

Tue. 1/14

8:15AM † Dora Almendarez, Annv. by Lucy & John Boyd

Wed. 1/15

8:15AM

Esperanza Garcia’s Intentions		

5:30PM † Reynaldo Ramirez, Sr. by Irma Ramirez
		 † Catherine M. Cisneros by Don & Corinne Leiser
		 † Tom Rowlinson by Harly & Karen Day
		

Paul Tisdale’s Intentions

Thu. 1/16

8:15AM † Jose Arellano by Elva Arellano Rodriguez

Fri. 1/17

8:15AM † Bob Shirley by Art & Mary Salinas
5:30PM † Vicente S. Morin, Sr. by Mary Morin		

Sat. 1/18

5:30PM † Jose E. Salinas, Sr. by A. Salinas & family

Sun. 1/19

8:00AM † Regina Richter, Annv. by Brown family
10:00AM

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $19,083.53
Christmas Day......................... $181.00
2013 End of Year.............. $$17,911.00
Solemnity of Mary................ $7,316.00
Christmas Flowers.................. $121.00
Other Income.......................... $250.00
Total Operating Revenue... $44,862.53
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship................. $50.00
Acts of Charity......................... $150.00
Total Other Contributions........ $200.00
Total Contributions............. $45,062.53
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Dec. 31, 2013..... $419,564.21

Bill Whittey by Toufic Nicolas

12:00PM † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
5:30PM

For the Parishioners

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

7:30PM † Dominique by family
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel Anorga,
Luisa Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, Lucy Boyd, Bill
Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary
Lee Cantwell, Ashley Carroll, Jason Cox, Shirley Curry,
Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio,
Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Annie
Dornak, Rhonda Dungan, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar,
Bobby Floyd, Sherry Frenzel, Esperanza Garcia,
Raymond Garcia, Jr., Catherine Garofolo, Terry Garza,
Elida Gonzalez, Steve Gonzalez, Bobby Gough, Glenda
Graham, Vickie Grainger, Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy
Groner, Jared Groner, Terry Groner, Suzy Guzman,
Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand,
James Hartman, Corina Herndon, Chris Holland, Graham
Hughes, Ben Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Julie Johnson,
Irene Jordon, Tim Kleffner, Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert,
Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, Joe A. Martinez, Dorothy Mathews,
Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, Robert Miller,
Johhnye Lee Mokry, Elizabeth Morgan, John Morgan,
Dan Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo,
Robert M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross,
Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim
Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter,
Mary Pat Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato
Sovran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Lydia Tey, Diane
Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino,
Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, John Weed, Bea
Wilson, Jennifer Yaklin, Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all
those who asked for and need our prayers.

