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March 30, 2014

Fourth Sunday of Lent
After 1975, North Vietnam and South Vietnam united in one country under the Communist government.
People began to leave Vietnam to reside in another country for a better life. In this massive number, some
people had to leave their loved ones back home; others had to leave their lives in the ocean; still others had
to suffer from sexual molestations and robbery by pirates; more ended up in divorce because of experiencing
loneliness and difficulty in another country; and many others had numerous different stories of their journey to
find a better condition of life in another country rather than in their own native land!
Since it is illegal to escape from the country, therefore, most of the crossing border is either to go to
Cambodia or Thailand, which normally happens during night time. In my journey to escape, it was so dark that I
had no idea where I was, and where I was heading to, but followed! On the night that my cousin and I, together
with other people, were waiting in a ditch for the boat to come to pick us up, we could hardly see each other
face through the stars in the sky. There was sprinkled rain falling and whispering softly talk of others, while we
were waiting. Suddenly, we heard a gun shot that kept everybody quiet! In the midst of that silence, someone
had a bad stomach that he couldn’t hold and released it with a big noise that made everybody died-laughing!
In the midst of that laughing, we heard several gun shots with continuously yelling and saying “stop, stop,
stop!” My cousin and I knew exactly what happened by instinct, and we just held each other hand and ran in
the dark! We left our sandals so to run better! We did not know what was ahead of us since it’s so dark, and
yet, we were still running! Suddenly, there were two beamed lights shined directly towards us, I thought that we
were surrounded! We prostrated ourselves on the ground & began to crawl or to drag ourselves as marine in
the battle! The beamed lights got closer and closer, and then it made a turn! We were so happy that we knew
we got to the high way! We ran straight to the high way and began to walk on our feet! Not too long later, we
saw some people go opposite direction with the flash lights in their hands! We quickly turned around and ran
again till we saw a narrow street! The moment we ran into that narrow street, we found out it was a dead end!
The house, from one side of that narrow street, had some pigs that they began to make some noises when
they heard us! The other side of that narrow street, there were some dogs, and they began to bark furiously!
We just had to keep ourselves still and quiet, while it was raining till dawn, around 4 a.m. We saw a passenger
van, and we jumped into that van! We pulled money from our pockets, and we had exactly enough to pay for the ride!
The darkness that we experienced during our escape gave us no direction and frightened us! Yet, it
was our journey to find the light, a better life. The moment we were in the dark, we had no idea what would
happen ahead of us! Did we want to be in the dark? Perhaps, not! However, we had no choice in finding a
better life!
In today’s Gospel, the man was
born blind. Was his choice to be born blind?
Was his sin or his parents’ sin that he was
born blind? It was none of these, Jesus said.
However, with his mercy and compassion
that he came to complete the laws, Jesus
opened his eyes! Jesus “spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva, and smeared
the clay on his eyes, and said to him, “Go
wash in the Pool of Siloam”—which means
Sent.” The man washed and was able to
see. Have we ever faced any moment of
darkness in our lives? Perhaps, we are
not physically blind, but we might be blind
to see the Lord present in our lives the
moment we see our loved one diagnosed
with cancer? The moment we see our
spouse cheat on us? The moment we see
children disrespected and misbehaved?
And many other brokenness of life, have we
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seen God in the midst of these difficulties
and challenges? Just as the blind man
allowed the Lord Jesus to touch him and to
heal him from his blindness, we are invited
to allow the Lord to touch us by trying to tell
the truth & to stand for the truth, to pray
more, to provide a listening ear, especially
to our loved ones, to pay more attention
to the needs of those around us, to spend
more time with our loved ones, especially
our children, to forgive those who hurt us,
and many other generous acts that we can
do that will allow the Lord to touch and to
heal blindness, the blindness that isolated
ourselves away from others! May we have
an opened heart and allow the Lord to
touch us and to heal us of any brokenness
or sins. God bless.
			
Fr. Joseph
This week, CRS
Rice Bowl invites
us to enter into
solidarity with the
people of Malawi. We are encouraged
to reflect on the Catholic social teaching
principle, Dignity of Work and Rights of
Workers, and reminded that, just as
He labored to create the universe, God
sanctifies and calls us to work. Let us
pray this week for our sisters and brothers
in Malawi and all around the world that we
work with joy for God’s great glory.

Catholicism Series
The Catholicism Series class will not

meet next Tuesday, April 1st, due to the
parish mission. We will resume Tuesday,
April 8th, at our regularly scheduled time
6:30 to 8:00pm. If you have any questions
please call either Larry Grove at 548-7298
or Andy Scott at 215-4380.

Penitential Services Scheduled
Our Lenten Penitential Services have
been scheduled for Wednesday, April 2nd,
at 12 noon and again at 7:00 p.m. that
same day.

St. Pius X Women of Faith
In A Biblical Walk Through the Mass by
Dr. Edward Sri you will come to know and
understand the Mass like never before.
See, perhaps for the first time, why we
say what we say, and do what we do as
Catholics. With freshly awakened eyes of
faith, the words and gestures will be seen
in a new light, leading to a richer, more
fruitful worship experience. Sessions are
held on Fridays, beginning: April 4, 2014
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. in the Youth Building.
All are welcome! For more information,
please contact Sarah Morrison @ sfm011@
grandecom.net.

Let’s Make This A Hole In One!
The SPX Catholic School Golf Classic is
FRIDAY, APRIL 4th. If you are interested in
playing, making a donation, or sponsoring
a hole, please contact the school office at

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

361-992-1343. The deadline to turn in raffle tickets is THURSDAY,
APRIL 3. You could be the winner of some great prizes!

First Saturday
Our Lady says: “Pray the Rosary every day! The Rosary can stop
wars, the Rosary can bring world peace, the Rosary can convert
hearts.” On the first Saturday of each month a Rosary will be said at
8AM before the 8:15 Mass. Our Blessed Mother asked us to make
5 first Saturdays for peace and the reparation of sins. The next First
Saturday is this coming Saturday, April 5th.

Priest Visiting Weekend of April 5th-6th
Next weekend, please welcome Rev. Bob Hasenkamp who will be
with us to celebrate Masses and tell us about the work of Unbound
(previously known as CFCA). This is a lay Catholic sponsorship
ministry that helps children and elderly in 21 developing countries.

St. Patrick’s Day Irish Festival Committee
To plan for next year’s St. Patrick’s Day Irish Festival the committee
is meeting on Sunday, April 6th, after the 12noon Mass in the Parish
Hall. This will be our 16th year of raising funds for the parish along
with great food, music & lots of fun for the folks that attend. If anyone
would care to join our committee, please call Maxine Sommers @
361-814-8814 for more information.

Easter Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Easter Flower Offering
envelopes. Please return by Sunday, April 13th, so that they can be
included in our Easter bulletin.

From the Parish Mailbox…
To the Acts of Charity Committee - Thank you so much for hosting
a table supporting the Timon’s Ministries fundraiser. It was good to
be able to share the mission of Timon’s. Proceeds from the evening
will be sue to further our mantra, “A Hand Up, Not a Hand Out”, to our
client who need a little help. Kae Berry of Timon’s Ministries

Acts of Charity Meeting
So that everyone can attend our Lenten Mission, the Acts of Charity
committee meeting in April is being moved to Tuesday, April 8th, at
6:30 p.m. in CC #1. Everyone is welcome!

Easter Eggs and Candy!
We are in need of plastic eggs and wrapped candy for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt. Please deliver items to the parish office by Friday,
April 11th.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, March 30

8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
12:00-2:00PM - Diocesan “True Radiance” - CC#2

Monday, March 31

8:15AM - Mass/Mission/Coffee - CH & PH
3:30PM - Ballet - PH
5:00-7:00PM - Confirmation - YC & CC#1
7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Journey - CC#1
7:00PM - Mass & Mission reception - PH
7:30PM - Angels - CC#1

Tuesday, April 1

6:00-8:00AM - Men’s Journey - CC#1&2
8:15AM - Mass/Mission/ Coffee - CH & PH
10:00AM - Journey - CC#2
12:00-3:00PM - MAP - CC#1
6:00-9:00PM - JTD 126 - Team meeting - Cafeteria
7:00PM - Mass/Mission and reception - CH & PH

Wednesday, April 2

7:00-8:00AM - Joyful Pillars - CC#2
8:15AM - Mass/Mission/Coffee - CH & PH
9:00AM - 12:00PM - MAP - CC#1
9:30AM - Schola - C/R
12:00Noon - Penitential Service - CH
3:30PM - Children’s Choir - C/R
4:30PM - Youth Choir - C/R
6:30PM - Alhambra - Rectory
6:30PM - Parents & CCD - CC#1&2 & Cafeteria
7:00PM - Penitential Service - CH

Thursday, April 3

7:30AM-3:00PM - School pictures - PH
1:30PM - Bridge - CC#1&2
6:00-9:00PM - School Golf meeting - PH
6:00-10:00PM - Veritas - CC#1
6:00PM - Bell Choir - C/R
7:00PM - Adoration - CH
7:30PM - Adult Choir - C/R

Friday, April 4

9:00-11:00AM - Women of Faith - YC
11:15AM - School Stations of the Cross - CH
4:00-7:00PM - Fish Fry - PH
5:30PM - Healing Mass - CH
6:30PM - Santo Niño Mass - CH
7:00PM - Stations of the Cross - CH

Saturday, April 5

8:00AM-2:00PM - Journey - Cafeteria
8:00AM-1:00PM - JTD 131 - PH

Sunday, April 6

8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
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EDGE & LIFE TEEN Major News
Live Stations of the Cross
As we continue this beautiful season of the Church,
Lent, we are preparing for this year’s Live Stations of the Cross.
While this has been a youth ministry event for years, we would
like to take this opportunity to invite ALL parishioners to be a part
of the Live Stations. There are both speaking and non-speaking
roles, and we encourage both youth and adults to go to sign
up.
There are 3 ways to sign-up:
1.
Sign-Up at the Youth Center,
2.
Sign-Up online at www.stpiusxcc.org, or
3.
Sign-Up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/
10C0B4EAAA928ABFF2-live
Live Stations sign-up has already begun, and will continue
until April 10.
Finally, if any family has plain (no designs) bed sheets or
pillow cases that they no longer use, we are in need of more to
make costumes for this event. Please drop these off at the Youth
Center or in the Parish Office during business hours.

THE NEXT LIFE TEEN NIGHT…
LIFE TEEN brings to you an awesome night of music
and food. Ever want to be a rock star? Come out tonight to be a
part of the Life Teen Music Video social! We hope to see you at
LIFE TEEN, and don’t forget to bring a friend with you to enjoy
the fellowship, food and faith!

THE NEXT EDGE NIGHT…
This Wednesday, EDGE takes a look at a major social
issue: Homosexuality. We will focus on what our faith teaches
us about this issue, as well as, the love that God has for all His
children. Come out to EDGE on Wednesday, April 2 at 6:30 pm
in the Youth Center.

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
TONIGHT - LIFE TEEN: Life Teen Music Video Social
Wednesday, April 2 – EDGE: The Way We Are-A Night on
Homosexuality
Thursday, April 3 – Live Stations of the Cross Practice
Sunday, April 6 – LIFE TEEN: Darkness
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Altar
Servers
April 4 – Healing Mass
5:30 p.m.
MC Blake Martin
Aaron Martin
Emily Rodriguez
Briana Rodriguez

April 4 – Stations of the
Cross – 7 p.m.
MC Tori Shull
Christian Ramos
Jonathan Shull

April 5-6
Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Tessa Heines
Kraig Bray
Hannah Cazalas
Ryan Park

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Cristian Toren
Benjamin Toren
Joseph Toren
Justin Gomez

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Ryan Trevino
MC Natalie Trevino
Sang Hoang
Emilee Flores

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Paris Hanna
School servers

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Logan Campbell
Amy Ayala
Sophie Campbell
Colby Christopher

Vocation Corner
When you both have discerned that your goals,
expectations and hopes for a happy married life together
are all compatible, and you want to spend your whole life
with your intended, the time is ripe to look at the immediate
preparations for a life together blessed by God. Most
churches nowadays have specific preparations for a couple
as they begin to make plans for the wedding ceremony. It
is imperative that they come to their parish church office
months in advance to visit with their pastor or assistant, to
talk about their hopes and plans, and to inquire about the
necessary steps they need to take prior to the ceremony.
There is so much to keep in mind! There is so much to
plan! There are so many exciting things to look forward to!
You want to be sure to allow time to enjoy this final step: the
immediate preparation for a sacramental marriage.

RUMMAGE SALE – May 3, 2014
Spring is in the air and thus spring cleaning is just around
the corner! Clear out your attic, clean up the garage, tidy
those closets and bring your unwanted items to the St. Pius
X Catholic School Rummage Sale. The Rummage Sale
is on Saturday, May 3rd from 8am-noon in the Parish Hall.
				
Please drop off your items the week prior between 8am and
4pm Monday-Friday, April 28th-May 2nd. All proceeds will go
towards the school technology fund. Your “trash” could be
someone’s “treasure!”

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
It was a relatively, non-eventful, week at St. Pius X School
this past week. We had a strategic planning committee
meeting, a fire drill, a Manner of the Month Lunch with Mr. “K”,
and a Stations of the Cross led by our 4th graders.
At our Strategic Plan Committee meeting on Monday
night, we continued with the dialogue that was started at our
orientation meeting. We then started to develop improvement
strategies that can be incorporated into our plan. The
committee heads will now meet on Monday, the 31st, to study
the suggested strategies and then make recommendations
to the School Advisory Council and the Principal. Once the
strategies are selected for the plan, the committees will meet
again to review and make any necessary revisions. It is a long
process, but when complete, will be a great 5-Year Strategic
Plan that we can all be proud of.
Nine of our mannerly students and the Principal had lunch
catered by Jason’s Deli on Friday for March Manner of the
Month. It’s always a treat for both the principal and the students
who are chosen to attend. I love to hear theses students carry
on conversations outside their regular classroom setting. You
learn so much more about them and their personalities.
Our 11th Annual Golf Classic will take place this week on
Friday, April 4th, at the Corpus Christi Country Club. Check-in
time is at noon. Jason’s Deli will provide lunch. Play starts
at 1:00 p.m. We still have room for more teams (our goal is
25 teams), so if you want to play, there’s still time to sign up.
Simply call the school at 992-1343.
If you have not returned your raffle ticket stubs and money,
please do so before Thursday. The drawing for prizes will take
place during the day on Thursday. We are looking forward
to a fun golf tournament. Say a little prayer that we will have
beautiful weather!
Pre-registration for the 2014-2015 school year is still in
progress. We currently have openings in K-3 and Grades 1-6.
If you know of anyone who wants to provide a great Catholic
education for their child(ren), in a great Catholic school, send
them our way. We would love to give them a tour of the
school.
Have a blessed week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PARENT MEETING
Our Lenten Parish Mission begins on Sunday and ends
on Wednesday. You are invited to attend the parish mission
and receive the Sacrament of Penance on Wednesday
evening. The children, grades 3-5 and RCIA children will be
attending the Mission on Wednesday evening and receiving
the Sacrament of Penance. Again YOU are invited to attend.
There will NOT be a Parent Meeting.

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT
This is on the schedule for April 12th beginning at 8:30 in
the Parish Hall. This is the ONLY retreat scheduled. There
is NO make-up retreat.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE
CONGRATULATIONS go to the RCIA class for Children.
Catechists: Mrs. Quiroz and Mrs. Lopez.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Our Lenten Mission begins this weekend
and continues through Wednesday, April
2. The theme for our mission: Prayer is
dangerous. If we truly take time to pray
it will call us back into right relationship
with God, others and ourselves. We will
look at the Prayer that Jesus taught us
and the Eucharist to see how each of these call us to
move beyond ourselves to be with and for each other.
The schedule is designed for our two populations: those who
can attend during the day and those who can attend in the
evening. Check it out. One option fits you!

Lenten Mission: Prayer is Dangerous
		

Schedule of Events

ALL WEEKEND MASSES: General Introduction
MONDAY AND TUESDAY
8:15 AM Mass
•
followed by fellowship in the parish hall
•
(Fr. Rocky will be available for visiting.)
•
followed by mission talk
7:00 PM Mass with extended homily
•
followed by fellowship in the parish hall
•
(Fr. Rocky will be available for visiting.)
WEDNESDAY
8:15 AM Mass
•
followed by Anointing of the Sick
•
followed by fellowship in the parish hall
•
(Fr. Rocky will be available for visiting.)
Noon
Reconciliation Service
7:00 PM Reconciliation Service
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Financial Report week ending 3/23/2014
Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 29th
8:15AM
5:30PM

† Mathews Deceased Relatives by Dorothy Mathews
† Sterling Achee, Anniversary by Anna Vrazel

Sunday, March 30th

8:00AM † David Gerdes by Angie Gerdes
10:00AM † Annie Krnavek by Theresie Krnavek
† Mary & Louis Riek, Anniversary by Pat Riek
12:00PM † Trey Turner by Gladys Lippincott
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
7:30PM † Paul by family

Monday, March 31st
6:30AM
8:15AM

† Catherine Cisneros by Liz & Frank Vrana
† Daniel Escobar by Neil Gallagher

6:30AM
8:15AM

† Jacinta Dang by family
† Mathews Deceased Relatives by Dorothy Mathews

6:30AM
8:15AM

† Roberta Welder Ford by Roseanne Conger
† Angie Rossi, Anniversary by Alex Rossi
† Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
† William G. Woodhouse by Joyce Zarsky
† Joseph Ha by niece

Tuesday, April 1st

Wednesday, April 2nd

5:30PM

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $17,670.65
Sunday Online...................... $2,550.00
Other Income............................ $52.00
Total Operating Revenue... $20,572.65
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Acts of Charity......................... $347.00
Ash Wednesday........................ $25.00
Easter Flowers........................ $534.00
Black & Indian Mission.............. $25.00
Catholic Relief Services............ $25.00
Total Other Contributions........ $981.00
Total Contributions............. $21,553.65
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Mar. 24, 2014..... $389,885.94

Friday, April 3rd
6:30AM
8:15AM

† Dominic Bui by family
† Cathy Cisneros, Anniversary by Anna Vrazel

6:30AM
8:15AM
5:30PM

† Michelle M. Tagliabue by Paul Tisdale
† Margaret Green by Edmond & Mary Tonry
† Anna Louise Dunn, Anniversary by Penny Pacheco
† Bobbe Ford by Lorraine Karp
† Bruce Balli by Rudy & Viola Cantu

Friday, April 4th

Saturday, April 5th
8:15AM
5:30PM

† John G. Scecina, Jr. by Frank & Martha Kolda
† Ronald Vrazel by Anna Vrazel

Sunday, April 6th

8:00AM † Christopher & John Janosek by Austin Janosek
10:00AM
For the Parishioners
12:00PM † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
† Trey Turner by Margaret Lenken
5:30PM † Bill Whittet by Toufic Nicolas
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Rebecca Akins, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel
Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, Pat Booth, Bill
Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee
Cantwell, Shirley Curry, Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish,
Sandy DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear
Deste, Annie Dornak, Tanya Soroka Dunphies, Bobby Floyd,
Jay Francis, Sherry Frenzel, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond
Garcia, Jr., Catherine Garofolo, Terry Garza, Sally Gilbreath,
Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Maria Griffin, Charlotte &
Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry Groner, Suzy Guzman,
Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James
Hartman, Corina Herndon, Chris Holland, Josh Holland, Graham
Hughes, Ben Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Betty Kollaja, Tim
Kleffner, Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert, Anne Lee, Hank Lee,
Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey,
Virginia Medrano, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Dan
Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, Robert M.
Pope, Derrel Puckett, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John &
Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi,
Albert Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber
Saylor, Earl Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr.
Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen Shropshire, Judy
Slaughter, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Mary Ann Starkey,
Mamie Stoner, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind
Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal,
Lawrence Vrazel, Melva Walet, John Weed, Bea Wilson, Dian
Winstead, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for and need
our prayers.

