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“To renew all things in Christ”

Dear Friends,
The figure has a quality that appears so human and real. Reminiscent of Carravagio, it is placed against
a stark and ominous background that conveys the harshness of the scene. Yet, the body of the figure has a
certain luminosity that reveals a deeper reality – that of dignity and nobility. It is a nobility that, contrasted with
the darkness of the background, highlights divinity, which is further accentuated by a narrow, faint halo around
the figure’s head. The painting of Christ Crucified by Diego Velazquez, which adorns an inconspicuous wall in
the Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain, portrays both tragedy and serenity. If you’re not careful, you could easily
pass it by without realizing the treasure that it is.
The masterpiece is surrounded by so many other beautiful works. It isn’t a small painting by any means,
but it might be overlooked if it weren’t for the above average number of onlookers. It is appreciated in its own
right by artists of all stripes, but for the Catholic art aficionado, it is a “must see”. I’m willing to gamble that a
good number of you have unwittingly seen copies of the work. One such copy is in the chapel at Incarnate Word
Convent here in town.
Velazquez’ “Christ Crucified” is one of my favorite works of art. I could kneel before it for hours on end and
gaze in contemplation of the mystery of Christ’s victorious sacrifice on the cross. The image, as they say, is “worth
a thousand words”. As an artist, of sorts, I can appreciate the masterful technique Velazquez used to create this
treasure. I have a personal copy of the painting that I meditate upon frequently. What a great tragedy it would
be in the art world and in the world of faith if God had never inspired the artist to paint such a beautiful image!
What if some of the many other great works of art never existed? What if there were no great cathedrals with
incredibly intricate mosaics and architectural features to lift up the spirit to the heavens? What if there were no
stained glass windows with myriad colors for the sun’s rays to pour through? What if there were no sculptures
to spark our imagination? What if there were no beautiful photographs that manifest the richness and diversity
of the world in which we live? It would be a severe world indeed!
The works of
art that adorn our
lives make all the
difference in the
world. There is a
far more beautiful
gift that enriches
the world, and
that gift is LIFE.
It never ceases
to amaze me how
God’s masterpiece
of creation is not
some static thing,
but is vibrant and
full of life. What
if all God created
were static and
lifeless planets
and rocks and
other inanimate
things? Instead,
God gave life in
immeasurable
abundance to our
world, and at the
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protect society from their malicious acts.
Let us pray that we all respect all life
as an incredible gift from God. Yet as we
do so, let us create an environment of
healing and compassion for anyone, who
out of fear or human weakness, believed
that there was no other solution but to have
an abortion. The circumstances of life can
present incredible challenges and under
duress, anyone can make decisions they
later regret. If you have found yourself in
such a situation, remember: God is merciful
and kind. A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat can
be blessed healing for anyone who has
been in these circumstances. Let us be
instruments of God’s healing love and let
us always safeguard life!

† May He Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
Isabel Anorga, father of parishioner Alma
Tamez, who was buried through our church
last Tuesday.

Respect Life Sunday
Today is Respect Life Sunday and it kicks
off the U.S. Catholic Church’s yearlong prolife program. A special collection will be
taken up. “Even the weakest and most
vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn
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pinnacle of his creation, he breathed life into
us. As human beings, we have the dignity
of not only being living persons, but we also
have the capacity to reason, to act, and to
be co-creators. Planted within us is a living
spirit – the soul, which animates our body.
We have the capacity for understanding
spiritual concepts and to be in relationship
with our Creator. We have been made in
God’s likeness!
What an incredible gift life is! Even
at its greatest degradation, life is still an
immeasurable blessing! Each life is a
precious treasure, whether we are speaking of
the most noble person or of the most heinous
person. Why is this the case? Because
God made us all! Life is life, and as such
it is sacred. The more I contemplate the
preciousness of life, the more I appreciate it.
What is an astounding thought is that, now
that we are alive, we will never again NOT be
alive! Life persists even after death.
If you haven’t guessed it, this is Pro-life
Sunday. If life is a gift, why would we ever
want to deprive anyone of it? Every life is
God’s masterpiece – his work of art. The
world would be devoid of that treasure if we
were to destroy it. Celebrating life, we should
care for it in all its stages, from conception
until natural death. Our call is to respect
and supply love and care for the elderly and
dying. Children must be safeguarded and
prized. The unborn should be allowed to
open their eyes to the beauty of this world.
And even the lives of hardened criminals
should be regarded as sacred, even as we

www.spxcc.org

Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

and the poor are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his own image,
destined to live forever, and deserving of the utmost reverence and
respect,” the pope said.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, Oct. 5

Acts of Charity Meeting
The next meeting of the Acts of Charity committee will be this Tuesday,
October 7th, at 6:30 p.m. in CC #1. Everyone is welcome! We will
continue discussion and planning for our Thanksgiving and Christmas
projects for the parish.

Calling All Men of the Parish!
There will be a retreat on October 16-19 called “The Way” retreat,
formally known S retreat, and it’s just for you. Come and be with other
Catholic men to learn and go deeper into your Catholic faith. The retreat
is centered on the Eucharist, and you don’t want to miss it. Please pray
about it. If you have any questions, call Mark DeGaish @ 361-658-7441
or Larry Grove @ 361-548-7298.

Halloween Carnival Donations
The Halloween Carnival is the largest
fundraiser for our school. If it is within your
means to make a monetary donation to cover
expenses or to donate an item for our silent
auction, we would greatly appreciate it! Please contact the Carnival Chair,
D’Ann Tatsch at mike_tatsch@hotmail.com or call the school office at
361-992-1343.

Catholic Daughters Angels of Mary
Court #2460
It’s that time of year again!!! We are having our annual
Waffle Breakfast on October 19, 2014 from 9am - noon
at the Parish Hall. Come and enjoy all-you-can-eat
waffles. We will be selling tickets at $6. Please contact Delfina McHugh
at (361)219-9853 for tickets or for more information on this event.

8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2
1:30PM – Baptism class – CC#1

Monday, Oct. 6

SCHOOL FALL BREAK
5:00-8:00PM – Confirmation – YC & CC#1
6:00-9:00PM – K. of C. - PH
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts – Cafeteria
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1

Tuesday, Oct, 7

6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
2:00-4:00PM – Sultanas - Rectory
6:30PM – AOC – CC#1

Wednesday, October 8

7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – CC#1 office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
6:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2, Cafeteria

Thursday, October 9

8:00-9:30AM – School Atrium – CC#1&2
12:00-1:00PM – St. Dymphna – R
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
3:00-7:00PM – Women’s ACTS - PH
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Class – CC#1
5:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
6:00-8:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R

Friday, October 10

4:30PM – Wedding Rehearsal – CH

Saturday, October 11

Election Day is November 4th….Are You Ready to Vote?
Bishop Michael Mulvey is urging the faithful in the Diocese of Corpus
Christi to join the Texas Catholic Network in order to fulfill their obligations
of faithful citizenship. The Texas Catholic Network keeps Catholics up to
date on policy issues. The network is an initiative of the Texas Catholic
Conference, the policy arm of the Bishops of Texas. It issues regular
news updates that help Catholics stay involved through action alerts and
connects them with thousands of other faithful Catholics across Texas.
“Today, our country faces daunting political and moral choices,” Jerry
Patterson, Executive Director of the Texas Catholic Conference, said.
“How we respond will have an irreversible impact on our future. Our faith
helps us navigate these turbulent times in both our private lives and our
public responsibilities.” The Texas Catholic Network advocates for life,
promotes social justice and promotes the tenets of the Catholic faith to
state and federal policy makers. “We are obliged to speak the truth and to
make decision based on facts,” Patterson said. To sign up for the Texas
Catholic Network visit www.TXCatholic.org.

5:45AM-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
2:00PM – Wedding – CH

Sunday, October 12

8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2
10:00AM – Scouts at Mass – CH
10:00AM–3:00PM– ACTS Women’s Welcome Lunch – PH
12:00PM – Women’s The Way Return Mass – CH
3:30-5:30PM – Scouts’ classes – CC#1&2
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Altar Servers
October 11-12
		

YOUTH CORNER

As we await the selection of a new Youth Director for our fall
programs to officially begin, the Core Team will be hosting several
events for middle and high school teens. Please continue to check
this section in the bulletin for details.
Registration is open for our EDGE and LIFE TEEN programs;
sign-up forms will be available at the Youth Center during upcoming
EDGE and LIFE TEEN nights, or you download them from our
website (stpiusxym.com) and fill them out ahead of time.

EDGE (6th-8th Graders)
Wednesday, October 8:   All middle school teens are invited to
join us at EDGE for a Welcome Back Social Night at 6:30 P.M in
the Youth Center.

LIFE TEEN (9th-12th Graders)

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Dalton Zawicky
Nicky Melve
Marco Melve
Aaron Buchanan
Ames Buchanan

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Evan Rodriguez
MC Kevin Beckwith
Justin Gomez
Chazz Tamez

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Jeremy Bedolla
Ben DeSive
Mackenzie DeSive
Josef Ficher
Elizabeth Arnolds

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Sara Rucker
Charlie Uecker
Sarah Calaway
Braque Looper

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Ethan Pompa
MC Luke Bean
Adam Villarreal
Theonna Wisner

Sunday, October 5th: All high school teens are invited to join us
at LIFE TEEN for a Welcome Back Social Night at 6:30 P.M in the
Youth Center.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel
distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with God? We
would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church every
Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come spend some
time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful
after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!

Diocesan Vocation Retreat
The Diocesan Vocation Retreat is schedule for November 14-16.
Come and join other single men and women of faith, ages 18-35, who
are searching and discerning God’s call in their lives. The Diocesan
Vocation Awareness Retreat is a weekend retreat of prayer, silent
reflection, presentations, group discussion, and sharing one-onone encounters and guidance from priests and religious sisters and
brothers, as you learn more about priesthoods and religious life.
The retreat will be held at the Pax Christi Liturgical Retreat Center
located at 4601 Calallen Drive. The cost to attend is $25. Registration
deadline is October 31st. For more information please contact Rachel
Dimas at (361)882-6191, ext. 618 or email rdimas@diocesecc.org.
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October Feasts
and Celebrations
In October we celebrate
the Rosary with the feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary on
October 7. The Rosary helps
us meditate on the mysteries
of our salvation – Jesus’ birth,
life, death, and resurrection.
And we also ask for Mary’s
intercession – the most powerful of all the angels and saints.
Oct. 19 - Saint John de Brébeuf and Saint Isaac Jogues and
their companions (1652). Six Jesuits and two laymen were
unwelcome missionaries to Native North American tribes and
suffered harassment and torture. St. John de Brébeuf won the
Iroquois’ respect with his courageous death. St. Isaac Jogues
escaped but was murdered when he returned to his ministry.
Oct. 28 - Saint Simon and Saint Jude (1st century). St. Simon
was a Zealot— Jews who believed that the Messiah would free
them from political oppression. St. Jude was a fisherman. After
being called by Jesus to be apostles, they eventually ended up
in Persia where they evangelized until they were martyred.

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
By the time you finish reading this article, the
students and staff of St. Pius X Catholic School will
have started their Fall Break. It marks the end of the first nine
weeks of school. It’s hard to believe that we are already ¼ of the
way through the school year!
The first quarter of school has been a good one. At the
current time, we have 175 students, with openings in all grade
levels. So if you know of anyone that would like a good Catholic
education, please send him or her our way. For the rest of this
month, our School Advisory Council will be finalizing our Five
Year Strategic Plan. This plan includes long-range goals for the
school, as well as action plans to reach those goals. St. Pius X
Catholic School goals will work in conjunction with the Diocesan
goals already in place. Our school is still in need of updated
computer technology, software, and space for a computer lab.
Even though we have made some strides in this area, keeping
up with the ever- changing technology demands is challenging.
Math comprehension, in the area of problem solving skills, is also
a goal for improvement. All of these things are being addressed
in our plan as we decide where we want our school to be five
years from now.
When we get back from our break, we will dive head first into
the last phase of planning for our Halloween Carnival that is
happening on October 24, 2014. Our PTO members have been
very busy getting donations for the Silent Auction and prizes for
the game booths. By now, parishioners should have received
the book of raffle tickets that were sent in the mail. There are
some nice prizes to be won. Each ticket is a $2 donation. We are
hoping that all of our parishioners will buy all 10 tickets that were
sent to them. Many thanks to the Floral Shop at Seaside and
Seaside Memorial Park & Funeral Home for being our ticket sponsors.
On October 16th and 17th, school will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m.
so that teachers can meet with parents to discuss their child’s
progress so far this year. Report cards will be given out at these
conferences. I.T.B.S. testing results will also be shared with the
1st-6th grade parents if they arrive in time.
The 12:00 Mass this weekend is our monthly school-wide
Mass. If you attend this Mass, you will see our students in
uniform serving as readers, choir members, altar servers and
gift bearers. This is always a great way to show-off our students
to all of our parishioners. Continue to pray for the success of
Catholic schools!
Have a Blessed Week and see you when we get back!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Kinder class (Mrs.Martinez, Ms.Schultz)
and Sacramental Prep Ia class (Mr. Salazar, Mrs. Luera)
for perfect attendance this week at CCD. All students are
encouraged to make every effort to attend classes each week.

ALL CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
Remember to bring your Mass attendance cards to class
this week.

ADULT EDUCATION
A Monthly Invitation
Interested in strengthening
your personal relationship with God? Join the parents of
children preparing for an initiation sacrament on the FIRST
WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. Our spirituality theme this
year: TEACHING ABOUT GOD’ FORGIVENESS. We meet in
the Parish Hall from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. See you there!

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity committee
continues to collect pull-tabs to turn
into the Ronald McDonald House so that
they can redeem and use the monies for
their needs. So many of us just throw
these away, so we are asking you to save the pull tabs off of
your soda, beer and all other cans with pull-tabs. You can drop
them in the designated box in the back of the church, or drop
by the parish office, and we will take to the Ronald McDonald
House. Thanks for your support!

Box Tops Being Collected
Dear Parishioners, please consider
collecting Box Tops for Education to
help St. Pius X Catholic School! You
can either mail them to St. Pius X
Catholic School or drop them in the collection boxes in the
vestibule of the church or parish office! We know Box Tops
are only worth 10 cents each, but they add up FAST! They will
help St. Pius X Catholic School get FREE money to help our
school pay for things we need, like new books and computers!
Thank you so much! St. Pius X Catholic School
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Financial Report for Sunday 9/28/2014

Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 4th
8:15AM † Martha Gail Fulton, Anniversary by Dora Garza

		
5:30PM † Rick Mulinix by Milli Mulinix
		 † Peggy Jellison by Diemert family
Sunday, October 5th

8:00AM † Mathews deceased relatives by Dorothy Mathews
10:00AM † Carl Miller, Anniversary by Lue Miller
12:00PM † Milo Langley by M/M Sam Ferris, Jr.
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

Monday, October 6th

8:15AM † Eduwiges Medina by Elva Arellano Rodriguez
Tuesday, October 7th
8:15AM † Raymond I. Sykora by Raymond & Randy Sykora

Wednesday, October 8th

8:15AM † Randy Havel by DeAnna Havel
† Philip Shaw by Terri Garza
5:30PM † Thomas F. Fitzgerald by the Firtzgerald girls
† Larry Vrazel by Alice Didear & family
† Bruce A. Balli by Luis & Olga Valls
† Emilio G. Garza by Elva Garza

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $15,957.49
Sunday Online...................... $2,475.00
Other Income.......................... $100.00
Total Operating Revenue... $18,532.49
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship............... $125.00
Acts of Charity........................... $95.00
Disaster Relief............................. $2.00
Total Other Contributions........ $217.00
Total Contributions............. $18,749.49
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Sept. 29, 2014.... $257,114.89

Thursday, October 9th

8:15AM † Charlie Noak by Penny Pacheco

Friday, October 10th

8:15AM † Michael Pacheco, Sr., Anniversary by Penny Pacheco
† Rufino Garcia by Alicia Garcia		
5:30PM † Martin Pigott, Anniversary by the Didear family

Saturday, October 11th

5:30PM † Amparo Rodriguez, Anniversary by Elva A. Rodriguez

Sunday, October 12th

8:00AM † Bruce Bayerlein by the Bayerlein family
10:00AM † Evan Rodriguez’ Intentions by Elva Arellano Rodriguez
12:00PM † Alvino Campos, Anniversary by Stella Campos
† Dee Samperi by Mary Fodor
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Henry Aragon, Luisa
Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Bill Bengtson, James Buehrig, Don
Birt, Lucy Boyd, John Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos,
Mary Lee Cantwell, Sabrina Cisneros, Olivia Cordova, Shirley
Currie, Allen Daehne, Andrea Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado,
Florinda DeLaGarza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Minga
DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Annie Dornak, Liz Elovitz,
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Sherry Frenzel,
Esperanza Garcia, Catherine Garofolo, Antonio Garza, Dora
Garza, Terry Garza, Sally Gilbreath, Elida Gonzalez, Maria Griffin,
Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen
Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman,
Bill Hennings, Chris Holland, Josh Holland, Graham Hughes,
Ben Janosek, Debra Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Dorothy
Krause, Dorothy Krnavek, Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep, Don
Leiser, Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey, Virginia Medrano,
Johnnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Toufic Nicolas, Sharron Odle,
Patricia Paris, Robert M. Pope, Dolores Puckett, Ron Randolph,
Raymond Richter, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio,
David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen Shropshire, Judy
Slaughter, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie
Stoner, Bill & Dianne Tate, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert
& Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Diego Vega,
Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Sarah Zuniga and all
those who asked for and need our prayers.

