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November 23, 2014

Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ the King
Dear Friends,
‘Tis the season! It’s that time again for holiday festivities, frigid temperatures, family gatherings, innumerable
parties, marathon shopping, and winter maladies. We know the season is upon us when we begin to see all of
these signs. Already, unbelievable winter weather has been gripping our country as we approach Thanksgiving.
The other day, freezing temperatures were reported in all 50 states of the Union! The sounds of the season
are manifesting themselves too. I’m not talking about the Christmas music that has been piped through store
speakers the past couple of weeks. I’m referring to the coughs and sniffles I hear from both children and adults
at Mass. It is interesting that amidst all of this, we place a holiday for giving thanks.
This past week, I found myself on the receiving end of one of those winter maladies that I had hoped would
not come my way. The attack started with a hint of a sore throat on Monday, which eventually joined forces
with sinus congestion. Together, the two persistently harassed me for a couple of days until sniffling, sneezing
and sinus drainage decided to ally themselves with these evil powers. I suffered miserable conditions through
Wednesday night, but a good night’s sleep proved to be the key to victory. Thursday saw a turnaround in the
battle, and by nighttime, my immune system, armed with two delicious bowls of chicken soup and a few spicy
tamales, wiped out the malicious forces that were attempting to overcome me.
During my clash with those biological forces, I found the ability to be grateful for several things. First, I was
grateful that I am relatively healthy. Sure, being sick wore me down, but at least I have a body that God has given
the mysterious ability to combat these illnesses. Secondly, I was thankful for a little rest. I obviously needed a
break, and the illness provided me with a situation whereby I was forced to stop and rest. Thirdly, I was thankful
that I have caring people who brought me food, tissues, juice, and prayers to help me recuperate. Lastly, I
was grateful for an opportunity to pray during my misery. I continued to do some work throughout all of this,
but the discomfort had
the mysterious effect of
drawing my mind and
heart to God.
Our struggles,
misfortunes,
and
infirmities have a
wonderful power. They
have the ability to draw
us back into what is
most essential in our
lives.
They remind
us that God is more
important than anything
else. In the end, our
lives are oriented
toward Christ, who rules
over all creation. That
is what this Solemnity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe is
all about. We recognize
Christ as King and Lord
of our lives. Likewise,
the
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holiday causes us to step back, re-examine
our lives, and give thanks for the blessings
we have, both as individuals and as a nation.
We may have much turmoil and division in
our country these days, but we still have
been gifted by God and it is imperative that
we remember God’s centrality to our lives.
Christ is our King. We offer thanks to the
Father for our salvation in Christ. We remind
ourselves that we can never divorce God from
our existence as a nation because He is the
source of all our rights and blessings. Let
us express our gratitude to God and never
let anything or anyone remove his centrality
from our lives.
What are you thankful for? Let’s use this
Thanksgiving and this Solemnity of Christ
the King to be authentic in showing gratitude
to God for all we have and all we are. On
behalf of the priests, deacons, and staff of
St. Pius X, I wish all of you a very happy
Thanksgiving! May your time with your family
and loved ones be filled with blessing!
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† May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
parishioner Florinda De La Garza who was
buried through our church this past week.

All Souls Candle Remembrances
If a candle was lit at the All Souls service
for one of your loved ones, the glass in which
the votive candle burned is available for you
to have as a reminder of your loved one.   If
you want the glass, please pick it up at the
parish office before Friday, December 5th,
during office hours.

Reminder of Dates & Times
for Assembling & Delivering
Baskets
If you called the parish office to volunteer,
or even if you did not and would like to
help, there are the dates and times that you
should show up at the youth building:
Assemble: Monday, November 24th, @ 6:30 p.m.
Deliver: Tuesday, November 25th, @ 1:00 p.m.

Parish Offices Closed
Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Kenneth and Maria
Iyescas and daughter Alexandra, Patrick
Sudell and Robert Garcia. We invite them to
become an active part of our growing faith
community.

The parish offices will be closed from
Wednesday @ 12:00noon - Friday,
November 26th-28th, for the Thanksgiving
holiday. It will reopen on Monday, December
1st, at 9:00 a.m.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Weddings take place on weekdays any time and
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

No Adoration this Week
So that families can enjoy the day together, Adoration will not be held on
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 27 th. We will resume Adoration
on Thursday, December 4th.

Thanksgiving Day Mass and Meal
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Meal for all parishioners who
are not celebrating with family or friends. The meal will be held in the
Parish Hall after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday,
November 27th. There is a list at the back of the church to sign up. This
weekend is the deadline for signing up. We must have a final count at
on Monday morning.

Parish Workday – November 29th
In anticipation of the Advent season, we will be having a parish workday
this Saturday, November 29th. Please mark your calendars and join us.
We will begin with breakfast in the Parish Hall at 7:30am. All ages are welcome!

Parish Christmas Giving Tree
Next Sunday, November 30th, is the 1st Sunday of Advent. Our Acts of
Charity committee will be sponsoring a tennis shoe drive again this year.
Your response last year to this same drive was overwhelming. This year
we have three shelters that we will be collecting tennis shoes for. Please
look for our Christmas Giving Tree to be up in the vestibule of the Church
next weekend. Please do not gift wrap the tennis shoes. Instead, just
attach the ornament to the item and either drop off at the parish office or
place under the giving tree.

Knights of Columbus’ Parish Rosary
Please join us every Sunday at 9:20am to pray a weekly 20 minute
rosary in the main church. It will be led by our St. Pius Knights of
Columbus Council 11567. (Between the 8am & 10am masses)

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Angels
of Mary #2460
The Catholic Daughters are requesting your generous donations
of gently used and NEW baby items for our Quality of Life Drive. We
are wanting to shower THE ARK with baby items such as diapers, wipes,
baby bottles, baby food, clothing, etc. You can drop off at either the St.
Pius X Catholic Church Parish Office or at Corona’s Tuxedo on 1322
Airline Dr. in the Gulfway Shopping Center. Thank you so much for your
generous gifts that will keep our Coastal area babies healthy and clothed.
The deadline for drop-off at the parish office is Wednesday, November
26th, at 12:00noon.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, November 23rd
Car Wash – Eagle Scout
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – YC

Monday, November 24th

6:00PM – Acts of Charity – YC
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1

Tuesday, November 25th

6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:00-9:00PM – CMSE Core Class – CC#1
6:00PM – Acts of Charity - YC

Wednesday, November 26th

7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – CC#1 office
12:00NOON – PARISH OFFICES CLOSE
9:30AM – Schola – C/R

Thursday, November 27th

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
NO ADORATION

Friday, November 28th

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – YC
8:00PM – Chopin Concert - CH

Saturday, Nov. 29th

PARISH WORKDAY
5:45AM-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
2:00PM – Sweet 16 - CH

Sunday, November 30th

Thanks for the Prayers
Over 40 young men and women, 18-35 years of age,
came to the first diocesan “Come and See” retreat held
this past weekend at the Pax Christi Retreat Center
in Calallen. Numbers of Sisters and Priests were
present as the young men and women were given
the opportunity to pray and to consider whether God
might be calling them to the ordained or consecrated
life. Thank you for your prayers, and a special thank
you, too, to the Altar and Rosary Society’s and the
Women’s Circle for their gifts of a full scholarships to
this event.
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Altar Servers

YOUTH CORNER

Thanksgiving
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Day November 2014
MC Joshua Harney
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the Catholic faith.
AllinTeens
Service Project – Thanksgiving Baskets:  We need your
help to prepare Thanksgiving baskets for the elderly on
Monday (Nov. 24) in the youth center. At 9 AM in the youth
center we’ll sort the food and then we’ll meet back at 6:30
PM to put the baskets together for delivery the next day.
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Judas Maccabee ordered
prayers and sacrifices for
Jewish soldiers who died
in sin (2 Maccabees
12:38-46). St. Paul prayed
for Onesiphorus after his
death (2 Timothy 1:18).
Catholics believe that prayers
and sacrifices benefit the
dead.

When we die in God’s
friendship we eventually go to
Heaven, but if we haven’t
properly atoned for certain
sins we have to be purified
in Purgatory first. We pray
for the souls in Purgatory
to help them pass through
faster than they would
otherwise.

School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Those weeklong school vacations seem to come
along just at the right time for teachers and staff
members. The students get so excited before holidays such as
Thanksgiving and Christmas. It’s even more difficult for teachers
to contain that excitement. The past week at St. Pius X Catholic
School was full of activities that have kept the students pretty busy.
But even though the teachers were keeping them busy, the students
were counting down the days to the beginning of one of the most
blessed times of the year.
So what went on this past week? Well, we had a Student Council
Meeting, a Science Fair, a School Advisory Council meeting, a
Strategic Planning Committee meeting and a Manner of the Month
Lunch catered by Jason’s Deli. We also concluded our November
Service Project, which was collecting non-perishable food items
for needy families.
Our Science Fair yielded some innovative science projects.
The top three winners in each grade level will now advance to the
Diocesan Science Fair that will be held in late March. We wish our
winners good luck at the next level.
Members of the Strategic Planning Committee met on Thursday
evening to review and give feedback on the final draft of our
SPX Strategic Long Range Plan. This process has been ongoing
since last February. The final plan should be complete by the
end of December or 1st part of January. I think people will be
impressed with the direction our school will be heading in the next
five years.
We received the results of the Halloween Carnival at our
School Advisory Council meeting last week. It was a huge
success! Thanks to the great leadership of Laurie Cazalas, our
P.T.O. President, D’Ann Tatsch, our Carnival Chairman, Danielle
Buchanan, our Silent Auction Chairman and all the volunteers, we
made $51,758.25! That’s about $5,586.58 more than we made the
previous year! Kudos to these ladies, and a big thank you, again,
to all of the folks who contributed in any way to making this carnival
such a big success.
On behalf of the students and staff of St. Pius X Catholic School,
we wish you a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
No Religious Education
Classes This Week
Due to this being the Thanksgiving
holiday week, there will be no Confirmation or CCD classes this
week. They will resume next week. Happy Thanksgiving!

Weekend at the Woods
A couple of weekend trips are coming up for me in January
and February at St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. If you are
interested in a relaxing “weekend away”, please contact me
ASAP so good plane fare can be taken advantage of. Sr.
Barbara Bluntzer (361-945-3976)

CMSE Blue Cards and Food Handler Permits
We have several CMSE blue cards and food handler
permits in the parish office that need to be picked up. If you
find your name below, please stop by during office hours to
pick up your card.
CMSE: Mary D. Hinojosa, Jesse Gil, Melissa Gil, Graciela
Gonzales, Michiel Landers, Robert Brent Landers, Barbara
Lund, Alexandria Rossi
Food Handlers: Rosie Garza, Robert Brent Landers,
Rosalinda Lopez, John Perez

ADULT EDUCATION
Box Tops Being Collected
Dear Parishioners, please consider
collecting Box Tops for Education to help St.
Pius X Catholic School! You can either mail
them to St. Pius X Catholic School or drop them in the collection
boxes in the vestibule of the church or parish office! We know Box
Tops are only worth 10 cents each, but they add up FAST! They will
help St. Pius X Catholic School get FREE money to help our school
pay for things we need, like new books and computers! Thank you
so much! St. Pius X Catholic School

Question and Answer
Session

Got questions? Fr. Paul Hesse
will meet with the RCIA members
Monday, November 24, in CC-2 for
a Question and Answer Session.
All are welcomed to come with their
questions. We begin at 7:00 PM
and end no later than 8:30.

5

Mass Intentions
Saturday, November 22nd
5:30PM †Mary Ellen Litchko by John & Pita Freire Huffman

		
Sunday, November 23rd
8:00AM
		 For the Parishioners

10:00AM †Dale Baird, Anniversary by Pat Baird
12:00PM †Chester & Aneda Zablocki
†Milo Langley by M/M Sam Ferris, Jr.
5:30PM †Hermila Reyna, Anniversary by Cassie Wheeler		

Monday, November 24th

8:15AM †Martin Hinojosa by Ramirez, Leal & Hinojosa families

Tuesday, November 25th

8:15AM †Bruce A. Balli by the Balli family

Wednesday, November 26th

8:15AM †Dr. Peter Petrila by Dr. & Mrs. Richard Carlson
5:30PM †Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
†Phil Lenken, Anniversary by Margaret Lenken
†Maria Frias by Esperanza Avalos & Marla Rodriguez
†Don Leiser by Dorothy Buhidar Vickens
†William Fischer by Corinne Leiser

Thursday, November 27th

Financial Report for Sunday 11/16/2014
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $19,780.62
Sunday Online...................... $3,558.00
Other Income.......................... $712.00
Total Operating Revenue... $24,050.62
Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship................. $25.00
Habeeb Scholarship................ $300.00
Acts of Charity...................... $2,676.40
AOC Thanksgiving Baskets.... $790.00
Catholic Campaign...................... $2.00
Total Other Contributions..... $3,793.40
Total Contributions............. $27,844.02
Loan balance on Youth Bldg
as of Nov. 7, 2014....... $207,595.31

10:00AM †For the Parishioners

Friday, November 28th

8:15AM †Paul Irvin, Anniversary by John, Debra & Brian Janosek		
5:30PM †Consuelo A. Treviño by Berta T. Mitchell		
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Henry Aragon, Luisa
Arevalo, Sugar Arras, Ann Bednorz, James Buehrig, John
Saturday, November 29th
Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee Cantwell,
5:30PM †Andrew S. Achee, Jr. by Anna Vrazel
Sabrina Cisneros, Olivia Cordova, Shirley Currie, Andrea
†Michael Szepezzy, Sr. by Carol Szepezzy Freeman & family
Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado, Florinda
Sunday, November 30th
DeLaGarza, Pat & Sandy DeGregorio,
8:00AM †Bruce Bayerlein, Anniversary by the Bayerlein family
Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear
Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Annie Dornak,
†Dale & Iluminada Gunnar, Anniversary by family
Liz Elovitz, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
10:00AM For the Parishioners
Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Jay
12:00PM †Bill & Emma Morrison by the Lynch family		
Francis, Sherry Frenzel, Esperanza
5:30PM †John McHugh & Julio Reyes, Anniversary by Delfina McHugh
Garcia, Antonio Garza, Dora Garza,
7:30PM Vietnamese Mass
Terry Garza, Sally Gilbreath, Elida
Gonzalez, Maria Griffin, Charlotte &
Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Suzy
Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, Marie
Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James
Hartman, Bill Hennings, Chris Holland,
Josh Holland, Graham Hughes, Ben
Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Dorothy
Krause, Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep,
Dorothy Mathews, Michael McCloskey,
Virginia Medrano, John Morgan, Jackie
O’Keeffe, Sharron Odle, Patricia Paris, Robert M. Pope, Dolores
Puckett, Raymond Richter, Bonifacio Rodriguez, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Billy Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina
Shepherd, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Helen
Shropshire, Judy Slaughter, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran,
Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson,
Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez,
Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Sarah Zuniga and all
BULLETIN SPONSOR
those who asked for and need our prayers.

