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” Dear Friends,

   In recent days, we have seen a number of tragic events that have both impacted many of us on an 
emotional level, and have caused us to do some serious introspection about our lives.  In particular, we 
have witnessed a spate of tornadoes, building collapses in various parts of the world, flooding of homes 
and businesses, shootings of innocent children, and killer fires.  In the magnitude of such catastrophes, 
it is only natural to ask where God is in all of this.

   Just a little over a week ago, I flew to Alabama with my parents for a couple of days to see my 
nephew receive his pilot wings after completing the Army’s aviator training at Ft. Rucker.  Driving home 
from Houston after the return flight, my parents and I got caught in a traffic jam.  Knowing Houston 
traffic, there was nothing unusual about that until we discovered the cause of the congestion.  On the 
opposite side of the freeway, there were fire trucks and police cars too numerable to count.  They were 
dealing with a massive building fire in which the roof had obviously collapsed.  Shortly after that, we 
heard that four firefighters had died in the collapse.  I couldn’t help but say a prayer for the families and 
for the deceased in such a tragedy.

   The event that seemed to affect many people was a tornado in Oklahoma that cut a swath several 
miles long, destroying a school and killing several children and adults in the process.  It was horrific to 
watch the news and shocking to hear about the death of helpless little school children.  In the wake of 
that tragedy, many parents around the nation couldn’t help but visualize frightened little children having 
to endure that kind of fearful event.  I’m sure all of them imagined what it would be like if it were their 
own children in that kind of a situation.

   Inevitably, a number of us were prompted to do a little soul searching.  Like generations of people 
who face tragedy, so many were asking why a good God could allow such evil to occur?  How could 
God permit such innocent and helpless children to die in such a way, separated from parents and loved 
ones?  Couldn’t God have prevented this?

   These are difficult questions to answer.  In fact, generations of people have not been able to answer 
these questions adequately 
enough to bring comfort to the 
heart that mourns.  The only thing 
we can do is go through those 
troubling times with the help and 
support of people who love us.  
We can also look to the cross of 
Jesus Christ.

   Whenever someone is 
mourning the death of a loved 
one, particularly in tragic losses, 
it is not really a good thing to 
say, “It was God’s will.”  While 
we could get into a theological 
discussion about how all things 
happen as a part of God’s will 
and knowledge, this is not the 
time.  This kind of answer can 
be misconstrued in such a way 
that the person believes that 
God caused the person’s death.  
These kinds of individuals may 
then develop a bitterness toward 
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God.  Therefore, it is not a very wise 
answer at such a vulnerable moment.

   The first reading and the Gospel 
today, present to us two widows whose 
sons had died.  In the first reading, 
Elijah prays and the widow’s son is 
brought to life.  In the Gospel, Jesus 
performs a miracle and brings the only 
son of a widow back from the dead.  It 
is important to note that in the ancient 
world, widows were seen as totally 
dependent.  Men were the providers, 
and therefore, women who lost their 
husbands or male children had little 
status and were helpless.  Jesus was 
showing compassion upon this widow 
by not only eliminating her grief, but 
also by giving her son back to her, 
so that she would have someone to 
provide for her basic needs.

   Each of these passages 
demonstrate that God cares about us.  
He is a God who gives life, not death.  
Death is a result of a world corrupted by 
sin.  Whenever tragedy occurs, we are 
assured that God doesn’t cause the evil 
that has happened because God is a 
God of life and good.  Nevertheless, he 
allows evil as a part of his permissive 
will, but brings good from it.  Why does 
God allow tragic events to occur?  
We can’t really answer that.  But 
we do know that he moves hearts 
to compassion and heroic love as a 

result of it.  People from all walks of 
life go where there is tragedy and they 
comfort the mourning, provide food 
and assistance, and help rebuild.  All 
of this is the action of a God who gives 
life and manifests love.  God shows 
compassion and love to those whose 
hearts ache.  

God bless,

Welcome new Parishioners!
Please welcome our new 

parishioners; Neuben Nunez and 
children: Khalil, Neliah, Maiyah, 
Jaelah, and Jennae.  We invite them to 
become an active part of our growing 
faith community!

May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of Anna T. Cuccia Nicolas who 
passed away last week and was 
buried through our parish on June 3rd.   
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon her!



Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, June 9
Monday, June 10

5:30PM – Journey Board – CC#1
Tuesday, June 11

6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM- Journey – CC#2
2:00-3:30PM – Sultanas – R

Wednesday, June 12
7-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2

Thursday, June 13
1:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
7:00PM – Adoration – CH

Friday, June 14
6:00-8:00PM – Retirement Celebration - PH

Saturday, June 15
9:00AM – 1:00PM – JTD #118 – Cafeteria
11:00AM- 2:00PM – Altar Servers Training - CH
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Father’s Day Novena
The Father’s Day Novena starts on Father’s Day, Sunday, 

June 16th at the 5:30 p.m. Mass.  There are cards at the 
back of the church that you may take.  Please return the 
envelope with the names by the 14th to be included in the 
Novena.

Confirmation Class 2013
You can pick up your Confirmation Certificates in the 

parish office from 9:00am – 5:00pm, Monday – Friday.  
Have a wonderful summer!

Acts of Charity Purple Bag Collection
The purple bag collection for the works of our Acts of 

Charity ministry will be next Sunday, June 16th.  Thank 
you for your kindness.

Online Giving Announcement
Recently we have updated our Online Giving link from 

our website, to a new address.   If you are an Online Giving 
participant, this will not affect any donations you have 
scheduled, your account information or anything else in 
your account.  It will, however, affect any bookmarks or 
favorites you may have created on your computer.  We 
do ask that that next time you access your Online Giving 
account that you go to the church website and click on the 
new Online Giving logo and bookmark this new address. 

Nursing Home Bingo Prizes Needed
Our Acts of Charity ministry is collecting inexpensive 

items for one of our local nursing homes to use as BINGO 
prizes.  Boxes will be in the back of the church until Sunday, 
June 30th, so that you can drop them there.  Examples of 
items include large print puzzle books, large piece puzzles, 
costume jewelry, playing cards, etc.

Parents, Some Help for You
Do you want to keep your children attentive at Mass with 

the Sunday prayers and readings?  Then pick up a copy 
of “MagnifiKid!” for them at the door.  They can follow the 
prayers and readings during the liturgy.  Then, after Mass, 
take a copy of “Peace Papers” and “Children’s Worship 
Bulletin” for activities that they can do at home.  There 
are parts of each brochure for you parents to be involved 
together with your children.  Enjoy some time together!

Seminarian to Stay With Us this Summer
A few weeks during the summer, we will have a seminarian 

residing in the rectory and involved in the parish.  His name is 
James Hernandez.  James is studying at Holy Trinity Seminary 
in Irving, TX and calls Christ the King Parish home.  We look 
forward to having James with us this summer!

50th Birthday Celebration
Our pastor, Fr. Paul, is turning 50 this month!  Parishioners 

are invited to celebrate with us.  We will be having a come-
n-go event on Saturday, June 22nd, after the 5:30pm Mass, 
from 6:30pm – 8:30pm, in the Parish Hall.  There will be light 
appetizers and birthday cake.  

Fortnight for Freedom
This year we will again observe the Fortnight for Freedom on 

June 21st-July 4th.  We will be inviting all parishioners to join in 
this two-week period of prayer and action to address the many 
current challenges to religious liberty, including the August 
1, 2013 deadline for religious organizations to comply with 
the HHS mandate; Supreme Court rulings that could redefine 
marriage in June, and religious liberty concerns in areas such 
as immigration and humanitarian services.  More details will 
come soon.
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Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
Wednesday, June 12 – Movie Night @ SPX Youth Center 

(Starts at 6:30 pm)
Wednesday, June 26 – Movie Night @ SPX Youth Center 

(Starts at 6:30 pm)

Coming in July
Beach Party – Summer Lock-In – Volleyball – Putt-Putt 

Golf – Movie Nights

Check out www.stpiusxcc.org for more information on 
summer events!

Theology of the Body
Theology of the Body continues Tuesday, June 11 from 

6:00-7:00 pm for High School. Unfortunately, we will not be 
able to continue the Middle School Theology of the Body 
program.

All high school youth and parents are invited to attend!!

EDGE & LIFE TEEN Information
EDGE & LIFE TEEN is officially over for the Summer.
**Please look online at www.stpiusxcc.org for more 

information on upcoming events.
EDGE will resume Wednesday, August 21st, from 6:30-8:00 pm!
LIFE TEEN will resume Sunday, August 18th, from 6:45-

8:30 pm!!

Vacation Bible School 
The theme for VBS this year 

is “Kingdom Rock - Where kids 
stand strong for God”

It will be held July 15th - July 
19th from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  
Registration is limited and is on a 
first come first serve basis so the sooner the better.  You can fill 
out the form on line and print it or you can pick up a form at the 
office.  Registration begins May 8th.                                  Website 
address for registration is:  https://www.groupvbspro.com\vbs\
ez\stpiusxcc

NOTE:  Kindergarten class is full!  You can add your name 
to our waiting list, but no new registrations are being taken for 
Kindergarten as this time.

Altar Servers 
June 15 &16

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Brittany McCarty

Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Christian Toren

Benjamin Toren
Joseph Toren
Justin Gomez

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Blake Martin

Matthew Montez
Aaron Martin

Andrew Montez

Brooke Montez

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Sara Rucker

Ranger Quintero
Charlie Uecker
Sarah Calaway

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Matthew Quiroz

Acadia Tamez
Nathaniel Quiroz

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

LECTORS    
11th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 JUN 15 SAT 5:30 P.M. Ron Osman
 JUN 15 SAT 5:30 P.M. Dick Poremba
 JUN 16 SUN 8:00 A.M. Dennis Diersing
 JUN 16 SUN 8:00 A.M. Angie Ramos
 JUN 16 SUN 10:00 A.M. Kathy Clark
 JUN 16 SUN 10:00 A.M. Patricia Stegall
 JUN 16 SUN 12:00 NOON Arthur Kaler
 JUN 16 SUN 12:00 NOON Isabel Lopez
 JUN 16 SUN 5:30 P.M. Alma Tamez
 JUN 16 SUN 5:30 P.M. Mike Winstead

Interested in finding out more 
about being a Catholic?

St. Pius X faith community invites you 
to an inquiry session this Sunday, June 
2nd.  Meet members of the parish RCIA team and find out 
about the process.  We meet from 9:00am to 9:45am in 
CC-2.  For more information, contact Sr. Annette Wagner 
at 993-0299 or awagner@stpiusxcc.org.

VBS Looking for Help…. 
We are looking for help preparing the props for Vacation 

Bible School.  So, if anyone has a bit of time they could come 
and help us paint the characters and background for VBS it 
would be much appreciated.  It is whatever time you can give.  
Just call and let me know.  Young and seasoned are invited.
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Wanted: Bridge builders

Why do we use 
incense during Mass?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                            June 2013

   In the temple in Jerusalem 
in Old Testament days, animals 
were offered on the altar as 
sacrifices to God. Priests used 
incense around the altar as 
a visual cue to symbolize 
their prayers rising to 
Heaven.

   The Mass is the sacrifice of 
Jesus for our sins. The incense 
reminds us that our prayers 
are heard by God in heaven. 

As we watch the smoke of the 
incense rise, it symbolizes that 

sacrifice and the rising of our 
prayers to God.

   In Jesus’ day, the accustomed action 
for people who didn’t conform to usual 
standards of behavior was to turn them 
into outcasts. Jesus showed us another 
way. He didn’t expel sinners but forgave 
them. In fact, many of his 
healings helped restore 
people to their 
communities. By 
commanding us to 
love our enemies, 
Jesus demanded 
that we become 
bridge builders and 
refuse to recognize 
anyone as an enemy. 
As his followers, he 
wants us to build 
bridges, not walls.
   Listen without talking. Building 
bridges requires understanding others’ 
needs. Listening well is key but can be 
hard to do. Try starting a conversation 
and practice just listening. Maintain eye 
contact and don’t plan your response 

until the other person has finished 
speaking.
   Empathize. Empathy is the ability to 
understand and share the feelings of 
another. It means setting aside your 
own personal agenda so you can fully 
understand the other person’s needs.
   Be an instrument of peace. A 

disagreement doesn’t 
have to become a 

conflict. We gain 
nothing by 
being nasty or 
obnoxious. 
Instead, stick to 
the facts and be 
firm but 
friendly.

   Avoid gossip and 
gossips. This is the most obvious tip 
but talking about others behind their 
backs leads to trouble for others and 
for you. If you are asked about 
someone else, always find something 
positive to say.

St. Marianne Cope
    The Year of Faith saint for June is 

St. Marianne Cope who 
began religious life 

as an educator in 
NY schools. In 
1870, she made 
a significant 
ministry change 
and became a 
nurse-administrator at St. 
Joseph's hospital in Syracuse, 
NY, where she was known for 
accepting  social “outcasts" as 
patients. In 1883,"Mother" 
Marianne embraced the 
chance to serve more 
"outcasts" in the isolated leper 
colonies of Hawaii. She took 
on the work of St. Damien de 
Veuster after his death.

Alone at last
   Every moment of our lives 
are lived in God’s presence 
whether we are aware of him 
or not. Take advantage of it 
and be alone with him as 
often as possible. Soon you 
will be able to see him 
everywhere you are.

Evangelize
While we are all called 
to tell others 
about God, we 
aren’t all gifted 
preachers. The 
best way to spread 
God’s love is to 

live it.

St. Pius X Catholic Church
www.stpiusxcc.org
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Mass Intentions Mag, Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel 

Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Manuel Balbin, Janelle Ballard, 
Bruce Balli, Madison Beckwith, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, 
Sgt. 1st Class William Boone, Robert Bordenet, Lucy 
Boyd, Bill Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, 
Ashley Carroll, Sherry Coveyou, Jason Cox, Shirley 
Curry, Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy 
DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear 
Deste, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar, Bobby Floyd, Jay 
Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Jr., Terry 
Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Vickie Grainger, 
Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, 
Terry Groner, Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose 
Marie Hand, James Hartman, Corina Herndon, Chris 
Holland, Graham Hughes, Elizabeth Johnson, Mary Kelly, 
Dorothy Krause, Harold Lee, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, 
Dorothy Mathews, Michael  McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, 
Robert Miller, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John Morgan, Dan 
Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, 
Robert M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John 
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, 
Albert Rubio, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, 
Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard 
Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Mary Pat 
Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, 
Lydia Tey, Sara Trevino, Mary Vall, Idolina Vela, Josie 
Velasco, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Bea Wilson, Dolly 
Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for and 
need our prayers.

Sat. 6/8 5:30PM † Grace Gonzalez by Martha Saenz
Sun.  6/9 8:00AM For the Parishioners
 10:00AM † Filiberto Martinez by Carolyn Canchola
 12:00PM † Hector Escalante by Emily & Fred Dickinson 
 5:30PM † Michael Szepessy by James & Chris Salem-Carr
 730PM  † Fr. Nguyen Van Liep by Family  
Mon. 6/10 8:15AM † Irene Katherine Raher by Maxine Sommers
Tue.  6/11 8:15AM † Michael Pacheco, Jr. by Penny Pacheco
Wed. 6/12 8:15AM † Edwin Imhoff by Albert & Betty Diemert
  † Dorothy Janosek by Pat Janosek
  † Flanagan Family by Mathews Family
  † Dr. William Allen by Ken & Elizabeth Morgan
 5:30PM † Alicia Quesada by Fr. Joseph Nguyen
  † John the Baptist Nguyen by family
  † Mary Brandesky by Gerardo & Rosie Garza
  † Hortencia Garza by Maria Estela Garza
  Dorothy Krause’s Intentions by Pat Booth
  † Faustino Torres & Zulema Gomez by George & Estela Phillips
     In Thanksgiving to God by Agustina Zapanta
Thu. 6/13 8:15AM † Michael Szepessy, Sr. by Margie Kureska
Fri. 6/14 8:15AM † Wayne Irvin by John, Debra & Brian Janosek
 5:30PM † John McHugh by Delfina McHugh
 Sat. 6/15 5:30PM † Max Almendarez, John Boyd & Loyd Swoboda 
  by Boyd, Swoboda & Almendarez families
Sun. 6/16 8:00AM † Andy Hughes, Anniversary by Patricia Janosek 
 10:00AM † Felicitas Rodriguez & Erich Wendl by Elvira Wendl 
 12:00PM    For the Parishioners
 5:30PM    FATHER’S DAY NOVENA
 

Financial Report for week ending 6/2/2013

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ............. $21,020.86
Other Income .........................$425.00
Total Operating Revenue ..$21,445.86 

Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity ..........................$80.00
Janosek Scholarship ................ $25.00
Habeeb Scholarship ................. $30.00
Tornado Relief ..........................$65.00

Total Other Contributions ....... $200.00

Total Contributions ............$21,645.86

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of May 28, 2013 ..... $781,553.27

BULLETIN SPONSOR


