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” Dear Friends,

   Every field of work and every vocation has certain tools of the trade that are peculiar to it.  For a priest, one 
of the tools of the trade are candles.  It’s probably a good thing that I like candles. Over the years, I have dealt 
with lots of them.  When candles are lit, they convey a sense of awe and reverence.  The warm glow of their 
light somehow creates a sense of focus and designates a particular moment as being special or sacred.

   When Hurricane Celia hit Corpus Christi in August of 1970, one of the things that was most striking was 
the loss of electricity for two weeks.  For a young kid, it was a little like camping.  Along with the stifling heat 
of August, lighting and cooking was a challenge.  We used flashlights, but there were times when we did 
things by candlelight.  I was amazed at how bright candles were in the dark.  They became critical for things 
like bathing and getting ready for bed.  Without candlelight, it would have been awfully difficult to accomplish 
anything in the dark.

   It is interesting that we use the warm glow of candles for some of our most significant celebrations.  The 
most obvious is the lighting of candles on a cake during birthday celebrations.  Weddings are also highlighted 
by the lighting of candelabra or the unity candle.  The light emanating from the candles symbolizes how love 
has brought light to the hearts of the couple.  It also is a symbol of the union of their hearts.

   Moments of tragedy are often marked by the warm glow of candles, symbolizing our prayers for the one 
lost and for the family.  The light represents that the cherished memory of the deceased lives on.

   For centuries, candles have been integral to the liturgical life of the Church.  The Church has long 
recognized the special symbolism and meaning of candles.  Apart from the practical use of providing light 
for Christian communities who had to gather in the dark of night or in secret places to avoid discovery, early 
Christians used candles to symbolize Christ who is the Light of the World.  They also symbolized the fact that 
we have been enlightened by faith.

   One of the specific reasons we use candles is that candles have the peculiar characteristic of melting 
as they burn.  The size of 
the candle diminishes even 
as the light from the candle 
remains constant.  This is 
highly symbolic.  Not only is 
Christ the Light of the World 
that dispels darkness and 
sin, but he is one who spent 
himself – offering his life on 
the cross for our salvation.  
The candle expends itself to 
give off light.  It gives of itself 
completely until it is no longer 
able to give, so that light can 
shine on in the darkness.

   As Christians, candles 
represent not only Christ, but 
also us.  Like Christ, we are 
called to let his light shine 
brightly through us.  We must 
spend ourselves in love for 
others so that His light can 
shine in our world through our 
loving actions.

   Today’s celebration of 
the Feast of the Presentation 
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses:  First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick

   First Saturday: 8:15AM 
    Saturday:  Vigil at 5:30PM.

Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)

Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM

Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)

Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.

Weddings take place on weekdays any time and 
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM

Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays
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Pastor
Fr. Paul Hesse

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Joseph Nguyen

Permanent Deacons
Salvador (Sal) Alvarado 

         Manuel Marroquin

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Lisa Catchings

Parish Office Assistant
Wilma Toledo

Music Minister
Michael Conley / 991-0995

Music Accompanist
Charles Branning

 
        Youth Mass Band Leader

Mick Boudreau

Director of Religious Education
Sr. Barbara Netek, IWBS / 993-9024

Director of Adult Faith Formation
    and Director of RCIA        

Sr. Annette Wagner, IWBS /  993-0299

 Director of Youth Ministry
Robert Streight / 452-4513 

 
      Medication Assistance Program (MAP)

Dolores Saenz / 906-2529

School Principal
Bryan Krnavek

School Secretary/Bookkeeper
Leigh Anne Gibbon

Maintenance
Ernie Peña, Jose Vasquez

Housekeeping
Yolanda Ruiz, Virginia Medrano

Bulletin/Website Editor
Lisa Catchings

Office phone: (361) 993-4053
Office email: parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org

5620 Gollihar Road
Corpus Christi, TX  78412

 
                           parish website

www.spxcc.org

 

of the Lord, reminds us that Christ’s light 
illuminates the heart of the person of 
faith.  Divine Light illuminated the heart of 
Simeon and the prophetess, Anna.  Their 
faith enabled them to recognize the identity 
of the Lord.  But Simeon pointed out the 
paradoxical fact that this child, this light, 
would suffer for his people.  Even at the 
joyful moment of his presentation at the 
temple, the reality of the cross looms.

   Traditionally, the Mass celebrated on 
this day is also called Candlemas.  We light 
candles and we bless the candles that will 
be used throughout the year.  In doing so, 
we are reminded that Christ has come to 
be a light in a world darkened by sin.  We 
also remember that we are called to reflect 
the light of Christ.  Our joy in doing so is 
always cloaked in the reality that, in order 
to make Christ’s light shine, we must spend 
ourselves so that the warm glow of his 
goodness will reign.  Let’s do all we can to 
make this happen.  God bless!

Please Welcome our New    
Parishioners!

America Rodriguez and children, Aprill, 
Sunshine, Mark Anthony & Joshua. Also, 
Justin B.Green and Ashley Payne & Maddix.  
We invite them to become an active part of 
our growing faith community!

† May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the souls 

of Michele Tagliabue, sister of parishioner 
Steve (Allison) Tagliabue, and Francisca 
Quintero, mother of Joe (Renee) Quintero 
who belonged to our parish for many years. 
The Tagliabue’s mailing address is 4609 
Monette, Corpus Christi, TX  78412 and 
the Quintero’s mailing address is 4748 FM 
624, Robstown, TX 78380. 

Acts of Charity Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Acts 

of Charity Committee on Tuesday, 
February4th, at 6:30 p.m. in CC#1.  
Anyone interested in the works of the Acts 
of Charity is invited to attend.  

Healing Mass Next Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament 

of Anointing of the Sick at Mass this 
coming Friday, February 7th, at 5:30 p.m. 
All who are infirm, preparing for surgery, 
or advanced in years are particularly 
encouraged to join us for the Sacrament 
of Healing.



Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, February 2

8:00AM-1:00PM – School Waffle Breakfast - PH
8:30AM – RCIA – CC#2
1:30PM – Baptism Class – CC#1

Monday, February 3
5:00-7:00PM – Confirmation – YC & CC#1
6:00-900PM – Knights of Columbus – PH
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Faith Formation – CC#2
7:00PM – Scouts - Cafeteria
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1

Tuesday, February 4
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Faith Formation – CC#2

Wednesday, February 5
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM – 12:00PM – MAP – CC#1
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
6:30PM – CCD & Parents – PH,CC#1&2 & Cafeteria
6:30PM – Alhambra - R

Thursday, February 6
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-10:00PM – Veritas – Cafeteria
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration - CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R

Friday, February 7
First Friday Communion Calls
9:00-11AM – Women of Faith - YC
12:00-4:00PM – Faculty Meeting – CC#1
5:30PM – Healing Mass
6:00PM – Veritas -  Retreat - Cafeteria
6:30PM – Alhambra/Men’s Club Valentine’s Party- PH
6:30PM – Santo Niño Mass - CH

Saturday, February 8
5:00-10:30PM – JTD – PH
All Day – Veritas - Cafeteria
6:30PM – John Paul II School Fundraiser

Sunday, February 9
John Paul II School – fundraiser- After Masses
8:30AM – RCIA – CC#2
8:00AM – 4:00PM – Veritas – Cafeteria
9:00AM-3:00PM – Mission of Mercy - PH
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2014 Catholic Stewardship Appeal
The 2014 CSA will be presented in our parish February 15th 

and 16th.  The CSA is an opportunity to join the communal 
efforts of many Catholics of South Texas to support the many 
diocesan programs and services throughout our Diocese.  Please 
prayerfully consider your commitment to this year’s appeal.  Our 
parish is striving to unite as one in Christ with the faithful of the 
Diocese and work together to do His work.

January-February Collection for the Military
We are collecting food items for our service personnel who are 

serving in harm’s way overseas.  Hundreds of CARE boxes are 
sent out each month, and we hope to contribute items which can 
be included in the next shipment.  Food items that are suggested 
(in individual packets) are: beef jerky, tuna in a pouch, breakfast 
& energy bars, nuts of any kind, peanut butter crackers, cheese 
crackers, regular & sugar-free gum, drink mixes (with electrolytes) 
that can be put into 16th oz. bottled water, candy bars (NOT 
chocolate) and trail mix.  Your donated items can be put in the box 
in the vestibule of the church or brought to the church office. (No 
glass or aerosol cans, of course.)   THANK YOU SO MUCH.

Vocation Corner
Each of the 3 “styles” of vocation is unique.  First, the SINGLE 

person is called to a vocation which is carried out in the midst 
of the world, and is to represent Christ wherever they are and 
whatever they do.  By the prophetic witness of a holy life, single 
persons are called to be lights shining in the world, pointing out 
the way to God. In this way they live out their special calling from 
God.

Smart Phone Use for Online Giving
Now it’s even easier to use your phone to give to the church.  Go 

to www.spxcc.org and sign up for online giving.  Simply click on the 
online giving icon and then on “create an account”.  Then, enter 
the needed information and submit.  You will get an email with a 
verification link to finish setting up your account.  If you do not see 
the email, check your spam folder.  It’s that simple to give anytime 
and from anywhere using a computer, smartphone or tablet.

Feeling a little empty?  Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam?  Do 

you feel distant from God?  Do you enjoy your relationship with 
God?  We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church 
every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Come spend some 
time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more 
peaceful after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!
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             EDGE & LIFE TEEN Major News

Camp Covecrest Sign-Up/Fundraisers
 At the end of June 2014, the youth of St. Pius X will be 

driving to Tiger, GA to take part in Life Teen Camp Covecrest. 
This camp provides youth with all the fun of a camp along with 
the spiritual focus of a Steubenville conference.  The cost of the 
trip is $600, which will cover the cost of the camp, housing, food 
and travel.  We encourage all high school students to take this 
opportunity to grow in their faith and enjoy an awesome camp 
experience with 200 other peers.  St. Pius X has 25 available 
spots (includes both chaperones and students), and it is on a 
first-come first-serve basis.  If you are interested, please contact 
the youth office at 361-452-4513 or at rstreight@stpiusxcc.org.  

Debut of COLLEGE LIFE (Young Adult Ministry)
 2014 also brings a new program for young adults looking 

to continue faith formation, to begin faith formation for the first 
time, and those looking to discuss the Catholic faith and college.  
COLLEGE LIFE, which is for 18-25 year olds, will focus on the 
Catholic faith, while at the same time discussing the major parts 
of transitioning from youth to young adulthood to adulthood.  
COLLEGE LIFE will begin on Thursday, February 6 at 7:00 pm 
in the Youth Center. For more information, please look online at 
www.stpiusxcc.org or call 361-452-4513.

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
Sunday, February 2 – NO LIFE TEEN

Youth Ministry Flocknote

 Want to stay in the loop when it comes to information 
about EDGE, LIFE TEEN, COLLEGE LIFE, or anything St. Pius 
X Youth Ministry.  Follow these simple directions:  Text SPXYM 
to 84576 -or- Text SPXYM to 202-738-5764

  Find Us on Social Media

  Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
  Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
  Twitter - @theCatholicYM
  Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
  Youtube - spxccyouthministry

For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 452-4513 
or rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

Altar Servers
February 8-9

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar
Nicky Melve
Marco Melve

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Toby Shull
MC Tori Shull
Christian Ramos
Kevin Beckwith
Jonathan Shull

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Jackie Lara
Stacia Krnavek
Emily Rodriguez
Briana Rodriguez

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Paris Hanna
Luis Lopez
Paxton Hanna
Riley Maas

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Marisa Matthijetz
Isaac Matthijetz
Benjamin Mikulencak
Hudson Mikulencak
Theonna Wisner

Lectors

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
FEB 1 SAT 5:30 P.M. Al Hesse
FEB 1 SAT 5:30 P.M. David Brown
FEB 2 SUN 8:00  A.M. Joe Skrobarczyk
FEB 2 SUN 8:00  A.M. Tracie Jensen
FEB 2 SUN 10:00 NOON Cub Scouts
FEB 2 SUN 10;00 NOON Cub Scouts
FEB 2 SUN 12:00 NOON School
FEB 2 SUN 12:00 NOON School
FEB 2 SUN 5:30 P.M. Inez Matthijetz
FEB 2 SUN 5:30  P.M. Chris Wisian

    

Pope Francis’ Comments on Confirmation
Many Catholic parents go to great lengths to ensure their 

children are baptized, and they must make similar efforts to 
see that their children are confirmed.  Without confirmation 
young people will remain halfway on the path of Christian 
maturity and membership in the church.  Confirmation unites 
us more solidly to Christ. It completes our bond with the 
church.  The sacrament gives us the special strength of 
the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith, to confess 
the name of Christ and to never be ashamed of his cross.  
Confirmation solidifies and increases the grace given at 
baptism, which is why it’s important to make sure our children 
and young people receive this sacrament. We all make sure 
that our children are baptized, which is good, but perhaps 
we’re not quite so diligent in making sure they are confirmed.  
If you have a child or young person at home who hasn’t been 
confirmed and is the right age to receive the sacrament, do 
everything possible to make sure it happens.
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School News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek

Today marks the end of National Catholic 
Schools Week for St Pius X Catholic School.   
It was filled with lots of fun activities every 
day from start to finish.  It began with a parade through the 
neighborhood on Monday morning and it is ending today with 
our school Mass at 12:00 noon.  If you attend that Mass, you will 
see our students in uniform serving as readers, altar servers, 
gift bearers and choir members.  They always make our school 
proud!

The parade on Monday featured Blessed John Paul II High 
School Band, Cheerleaders and Dance Team.  A Corpus Christi 
Fire Department truck from Station 11 lead the way.  Mrs. 
Nannette Quintanilla-Hatch, Assistant Superintendent of the 
Office of Catholic Schools, and our Pastor, Fr Paul, were our 
celebrities.  The parade also included vintage cars provided 
by parishioner, Alice Didear and Mr. Norm Paris.  Each of the 
classes marched behind the band and our sixth graders were 
able to ride bicycles.  At the end of the parade, the students 
were treated to a pep rally on the basketball court.  It was an 
exciting morning, for sure.  After all the excitement, several 
members of the Diocesan School Board visited our school.  
They thoroughly enjoyed the tour of the school and meeting our 
students and staff.

On Tuesday, we had a Book Character Dress Day.  Students 
were able to come to school dressed as their favorite book 
character.  They were showcased in their classrooms as well 
as visits to other classrooms.   We had a lot of participation, in 
spite of the extremely cold conditions on that day.  We saw the 
likes of Fancy Nancy, Superman, Harry Potter, Junie B. Jones, 
Nancy Drew, Catniss from Hunger Games, Sumiko from Weed 
Flower, Little Red Riding Hood, Duck Dynasty Gang, Sophia I, 
a Fireman, an Astronaut and many more.

On Wednesday morning, after a 2-hour weather delay in 
starting school, we had an Open House for those wanting to 
see our school.  We hope the parents that visited will join our 
St. Pius X family. 

Our school spelling bee took place on Thursday morning 
in the Parish Hall.  Forty of our students competed for the 
championship.  The winner will be announced in next weeks 
bulletin.  Father Lopez, Vocations Director, also came by on 
Thursday afternoon to talk to our students about vocations.  
Our annual Talent Show took place on Thursday evening in the 
Youth Center.  Its state-of-the-art lighting and sound system 
really added a nice touch to the entertainment that included 
singers, dancers, musicians, readers, a skit and a gymnast.  
Many thanks go to Robert Streight and Fr. Paul for allowing us 
to use the facility.

There was a basketball game between our 6th graders and 

SAFE ENVIORNMENT CERTIFICATION
Please check your blue card for the expiration date.  It is 

required by the Diocese that you be certified and up to date 
on your certification if you are serving in a ministry.  If you 
have never been certified it is time to be certified.  You can 
look on the Diocesan website for Core class dates and for 
recertification dates.  We have a recertification class every 
second Tuesday of the month.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Exploring the Prophets for Today
As those anointed with Christ to be 

prophet (priest and king), how are we to 
fulfill this call?  Join our pre-Lenten study, 
The Cry of the Prophet: A Call to Fullness of Life.  You can join 
us on either Monday’s from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. or Tuesday’s 
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.  Explore the qualities and concerns 
of key Old Testament prophets and their echoes today.  We 
meet in CC-2.  Any questions, please contact Sr. Annette at 
993-0299 or awagner@stpiusxcc.org. 

parents on Friday afternoon. Some of us (especially me) were 
a bit out of shape. However, it was a fun way to end a fabulous 
week. 

Pre-registration for the 2014-15 school year is as follows:  
Monday, February 10th – families with students currently 
enrolled at St. Pius X School, February 18th – St. Pius X 
families not currently enrolled at St. Pius X School and February 
24th – open registration.

If you know of anyone who might be interested in receiving 
an excellent education for their children, please send them our 
way.  We would love to talk to them and give them a tour of our 
fantastic school!

JP II Raffle Ticket Sales
Next weekend students from Blessed John Paul II High 

School will be here after all masses selling raffle tickets 
for their upcoming annual fundraiser to benefit the school. 
Tickets cost $10 each and the prize is a round trip for two 
to Rome, Italy for the canonization of Blessed Pope John 
Paul II and Blessed Pope John XXIII on April 27th. The prize 
includes accommodation, flights, breakfast & lunch, and a 
trip to Assisi & Monte Casino. Please support our Diocesan 
High School in this worthy cause.    
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Marcie Aguilar, Rebecca Akins, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, 
Isabel Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, 
Lucy Boyd, Bill Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael 
Campos, Mary Lee Cantwell, Ashley Carroll, Jason Cox, 
Shirley Curry, Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy 
DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear 
Deste, Annie Dornak, Rhonda Dungan, Liz Elovitz, Yolanda 
Escobar, Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Sherry Frenzel, 
Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Jr., Catherine 
Garofolo, Terry Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Steve Gonzalez, 
Bobby Gough, Glenda Graham, Vickie Grainger, Maria 
Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry 
Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, 
Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman, Corina Herndon, 
Chris Holland, Graham Hughes, Ben Janosek, Elizabeth 
Johnson, Julie Johnson, Irene Jordon, Tim Kleffner, 
Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, 
Mary Ellen Litchko, Joe A. Martinez, Dorothy Mathews, 
Michael  McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, Robert Miller, 
Johhnye Lee Mokry, Elizabeth Morgan, John Morgan, 
Dan Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, 
Robert M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, John 
& Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, 
Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim 
Salch, Amber Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, 
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, 
Mary Pat Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato 
Sovran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Lydia Tey, Diane 
Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, 
Luke Valdez, Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Lawrence Vrazel, 
Melva Walet, John Weed, Bea Wilson, Jennifer Yaklin, 
Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked for 
and need our prayers.

Financial Report for week ending 1/26/2014

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ............. $17,858.41
Solemnity of Mary .................... $10.00
Other Income .........................$500.00
Total Operating Revenue ..$18,368.41 

Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship ................ $25.00
Habeeb Scholarship ............... $150.00
Acts of Charity ........................$290.00
Church in Latin America ......... $320.00

Total Other Contributions ....... $785.00

Total Contributions ............$19,153.41

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of Dec. 31, 2013 .... $419,564.21

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 1st

8:15AM  † Mathews Deceased Relatives by Dorothy Mathews
5:30PM  † Elida Canal’s Anniversary by family
Sunday, February 2nd
8:00AM     For the Parishioners
10:00AM  † Trey Turner by Gladys Lippincott
12:00PM  † Chester Zablocki by Aneda Zablocki
  † Juan Zepeda by family
5:30PM  † Bill Whittet by Toufic Nicolas 
Monday, February 3rd
8:15AM  † Charlie Gross by Chuck Gross
Tuesday, February 4th
8:15AM †  Charlie Noack by Penny Pacheco
Wednesday, February 5th
8:15AM   Kenneth Gerdes by Angie Gerdes
  † Mary Keegan by Norman Paris
  † Kenneth Harvey by Chuck & Sondra Cazalas
5:30PM  † Rick Mulinix by Raymond Sykora & Mary Beth Schonhoert
     Paul Tisdale’s Intentions  
Thursday, February 6th
8:15AM  † Janelle Ballard by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora 
Friday, February 7th
8:15AM     Allan’s Birthday Intentions by W.T.
5:30PM  † Richard Rodriguez by Elva A. Rodriguez 
  † Marge Frosch Anniversary by Jeannie Cersosimo
    Alicia Alvarado’s Birthday Intentions by Art & Mary Salinas 
  Saturday, February 8th
5:30PM  † Irma Nichols’ Anniversary by Eligio & Martha Saenz
Sunday, February 9th
8:00AM  † Judge Noe Garza’s Anniversary by Dora Garza
10:00AM     For the Parishioners
12:00PM  † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
  † Armida Villarreal’s Anniversary by Gene Villarreal
5:30PM  † Juan Ramirez by Ramirez family & friends

BULLETIN SPONSOR


